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INTRODUCTORY NOTE BY TRANSCRIBER

We present here, for your pleasure, the war diary of S/Sgt. Nelvin Coupe. His notes span from mid December 1944 to the end of April
1945. These are the closing months of the war in Europe. In December 1945 most of France is liberated and the allied troops are moving
in on the enemy from both sides. But the Germans are not giving up yet; the Battle of the Bulge ( from December 16 to January 25) will
be a proof of this. Every yard must be fought for.

In the air, the allies are really the masters, but the dangers remain. As the German territory is shrinking their defenses are concentrating.
Flak guns are being pulled back and repositioned on all the strategic targets, adding to the guns already there. Although the USAAF does
not get the massive enemy fighter attacks anymore, the dangers from the flak are worst than ever.

Compared to the first of the 8th Air Force crews who « only » had to do 25 missions to complete a tour, Nelvin Coupe and his brothers in
arm had to fly 35 missions. Survival rates were getting better but all you needed was one direct hit from a flak gun to down a plane and
lose 9 men. Every ship lost had a tremendous impact on the remaining crews. They would come back to base, that they called home, to
face empty rooms where good pals used to be. Welcoming replacement crews became difficult. They didn’t want to make new friends
they might lose the next day.

These diaries are precious for their historical and emotional value. Historically they bring many details and information often difficult to
come by for researchers. Emotionally they shine a light on the hardship represented by air combat over Europe during the Second World
War.

Dear reader, if you have diaries, letters, pictures, movies or any other document from a veteran, please consider scanning them and
sharing them with us and all those who want to learn about the accomplishments of all these courageous men. Conservation is also one
of the duties we have for future generations. So please feel free to contact us and we will advise you on the best way to share your
documents. All contact information can be found on our website : http://www.91stbombgroup.com .

The diary and photos presented here were contributed by Betty Fox, daughter of Nelvin Coupe. S/Sgt. Coupe used to carry a baby
picture of her with him during his missions.
The 91st BGMA thanks Betty and her husband George Fox preserving and sharing these historical family documents.

Patrick Milward
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91st BG - 324th Bomb Sqr
S/Sgt. Nelvin Coupe

(second row, first from the right)
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Date: Dec 11, 1944
1st Mission: Frankfort
Ship: « Yankee Gal » #844

We got up Saturday
morning at 4:00 AM and ate
breakfast. At 5:.00 AM we
were briefed for our target,
which was the marshaling
yards at Frankfurt,
Germany. After briefing we
went to the armament shop,
and dried off our guns, and
loaded them in the truck.
Then proceeded to the
equipment hut to get our
necessary flying equipment
and loaded it on the truck,
then drove on out to the
ship. We loaded our guns
and equip on the ship, then
taxied out to the runway,
and took off at 8:00AM. We
formed over Bassingbourn
at 8,000ft. We then flew
south to Eastbourne, across
the Chanel ...
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. to Dieppe, France, to the
target at Frankfurt. We
bombed the marshaling
yards at Frankfurt with twelve
500lb bombs at 11:26 AM by
P.F.F. We encountered very
little flak, in fact only five
bursts could be seen. None
of the ships in our group
were hit or lost. We then
loaded back for home, and
arrived at the field E.T.A.
16:00 PM. There were 1600
ships participated in the raid.
It was considered a « Milk
Run », as they call such a
mission.
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Date: Dec 12, 1944

2nd Mission: Merseburg
Ship: « The Ruptured
Duck » #205

We got up Tuesday
morning at 4:00 AM and
ate breakfast. At 5:35 AM
we were briefed for our
target, which was the
Leuna synthetic oil plant
near Merseburg,
Germany. After briefing we
went to the armament
shop, and dried our guns,
then loaded them in the
truck. Then proceeded to
the equipment hut, to get
our necessary flying
equipment and loaded it
on the truck, then drove on
out to our ship. We loaded
our guns and equip on the
ship, then taxied out to the
runway, and took off at
8:00AM. We formed over
Bassingbourn at 15,000ft
above a heavy overcast.
We then flew south ...
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Followmg up the previous day's terrific assaull on rail obgecm'es in (be
Reich, more than 2,000 U.S. heavy bombers and*fighters for- the setond ;
_ :stn:gh( day: hamméred rail objectives in the .Frankfurt area Tunday. u'
“|- well as the Leuna synthetic-oil plant near. Merseburg: - :
Meantime, it was disclosed that all of the synthetic-oil plants m’thq

Rubr now had been knocked out of o
duction by Allied bombing. =
Upward of 1,250 'Fonmm and
L-b::éogy of the Eng]ful;oo/tﬁ Force,
cov approximately uuug
Thunderbolts and Lightnings of Both .
En;hnh and Ninth, were dispaiched

ln ;deon an unspecified pumber ol[

Forts and Libs of the 15th Air. Foroe, !

based in laly, carried out an mndtin
bad "weather on the Bbd:hammct oul
refinery in southern Silesia.

Early unofficial reports mdicaled thc
Eighth Jost nine bombers and 11 fightegs,
ome of which were believed 107 ha
kaded in- friendly ferritory. rc m
no enemy fighter opposition, 7 &~

of the  few. nm‘mn: larﬁ
syathetic-oil . plants in  Germany,
Leuna plant,'which covers one-squarc-mile
in area, has been bombed 18 times by the,
Eighth: * Yesterday's aftack’ was ch
through ‘overcast, bombardiers cmoloyﬁ%

“electronic eye”" instruments,”
Rt

The " nevtralization . of .
plants in westera Germany has
the G«muu fcpmdence on Silesian re-'|
fnerics the Blechhammer and |
Odeﬁll m lbe Reich, ‘and .the Osmecn{
rhnl in' Poland, all wul'nn ranu; ol the.
Sth Air Force. d
Eighth heavies coundcd vail ‘ym‘h
Hanau and Darmsisdt visually, whilé nil/l
facilities at* Aschaffenburg were, bom
'bolh through- clouds ™~ and 'vmullr._vy
Located in the area of ankrun S

. to Eastbourne, across
the Channel to France,
and to Merseburg going
by the way of Frankfurt.
We dropped twelve 5001b
bombs on the Leuna
synthetic oil plant near
Merseburg at 11:40 AM
by P.F.F. We encountered
quite a bit of flak all
around us, 88 mil. and
105 mil., although the flak
was very inaccurate and
we had no loses in our
group, a couple of hits.
OQut of the 1,250
fortresses we lost nine.
We then headed back for
home and passing over
Frankfurt we encountered
light flak with no hits. We
arrived at the field E.T.A.
15:30. It was our first
mission in our own ship
and our own full crew.



Bombs away !
Nelvin F. Coupe collection
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Date: Dec 18, 1944
3rd Mission: Cologne
Ship: 964

We got up Monday morning
at 6:15 AM and ate
breakfast. At 7:15 AM we
were briefed as a screening
force over Cologne,
Germany. After briefing we
went to the armament shop,
and dried our guns, then
loaded them on our truck.
Then proceeded to the
equipment hut, to get our
necessary flying equipment
and put it on our truck, then
drove on out to our ship. We
loaded our guns and equip
on the ship, then taxied out
to the runway, and took off
at 9:56AM. We formed over
Bassingbourn at 15,000ft,
and 11 AM headed across
the Channel to Belgium, to
Cologne. We were carrying
a load of fifty-four ...
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cartons of chaff, which
we started letting out at
1:05 PM over the target at
34,000 ft altitude and
finished throwing chaff at
1:40 PM. This chaff was to
screen the other fortresses
behind us from the flak.
Before the target the
trousers to my heated suit
went out. My legs and
buttocks became very cold
and started to go num. |
knew | was starting to get
frost-bite as the
temperature was 60° below
0° centigrade, but | stuck to
my position till we reached
the middle of the English
Channel, then | got up from
my position. | went into the
radio room and laid down
by the heater and my legs



started to pain terrible.
Then Ganz and Ludwick
came and gave treatment to
my legs. | finally stood all |
could and Ganz noticed |
was starting to breakdown
and he gave me pure
oxygen and it straightened
me out and | felt better.
After forty-five minutes of
working on my legs,
circulation started and they
got better, although they
were sore til the next day.
We arrived back at the field
E.T.A. 15:15 safely. This
was really a « milk run »
and my first taste of frost-
bite.
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Date: Dec 28, 1944

4th Mission: Bonn
(Remagen)
Ship: « The Ruptured

Duck » #205

We got up Thurdsay
morning at 6:25 AM and
ate breakfast. At 7:25 AM
we were briefed for our
target, which was a

bridge at Bonn, Germany.
After briefing we went to the
armament shop, and dried
our guns, and loaded them
on our truck. Then we
proceeded to the equipment
hut, to get our necessary
flying equipment and put it
on the truck, then drove on
out to our ship. We loaded
our guns and equip on the
ship, then taxied out to the
runway, and took off at
9:40AM. We formed over
Bassingbourn at 15,000ft.
We then flew East over the
Channel and over Brussels,
Belgium, to the target at
Bonn. We bombed the
bridge at 1:20PM altitude ...
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of 22,500 ft, with two
2,000lb and two 1,000 Ib
bombs, by PFF. We
encountered very little flak
and no fighters. We arrived
home ETA time at 16:30
without any loss or damage
to any of our ships. There
1,200 ships participated in
the raid. When landing we
were surprised to find Lt.
Wescott’s crew sweating us
out, and boy we sure were
happy to see them. They
now have ten missions in.



Date: Jan 10, 1945

5th Mission: Cologne
(Osthein)

Ship: « The Ruptured Duck »
#205

We got up Tuesday morning
at 5:15 AM and ate
breakfast. At 6:15 AM we
were briefed for our target,
the airfield at Cologne,
Germany. After briefing we
went to the armament shop,
and dried our guns, and
loaded them on the truck.
Then proceeded to the
equipment hut and got our
necessary flying equipment
and put it on the truck, then
drove on out to the ship. We
loaded our guns and equip
on the ship and waited til taxi
time. We taxied out to the
runway, and took off at 10:04
AM. We assembled over the
field at 18,000ft, then ...
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.. headed across the
Channel to the target. We
crossed by way of Belgium.
We started our bomb run at
1:00 PM and dropped thirty-
eight 100Ib G.P. bombs. We
missed the airfield by one
minute due to malfunction
of the bomb bay, and the
salvo switch was frozen.
There was quite a bit of flak
over the target as it was
visual. There were quite a
few hits but not bad enough
to bring them down. We had
no hits on our ship although
they were mighty close. We
then headed back over
Belgium for home. We ...



... had no fighter escort at all
so we really sweated it out.
We arrived E.T.R. 15:30 PM
and landed at 16:04 PM.
This mission was not a milk-
run in my
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Date: Jan 15, 1945

6th Mission: Munich

Ship: « The Ruptured Duck »
#205

We got up Monday morning
at 4:45 AM and ate
breakfast. At 5:45 AM we
were briefed for our target,
which was an airfield near
Munich. After briefing we
went to the armament shop,
and dried our guns, and
loaded them on the truck.
Then we went to the equip
hut and got our necessary
flying equipment and drove
out to the ship. We loaded
our guns and equip on the
ship and waited for taxi time.
We taxied out to the runway,
and took off at 8:30 AM. We
assembled over the field at
6,000ft, then ...



1945 Formation on January 15th mission to Munich, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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headed for the target
over the Channel and
France. Near fighting lines*
we started climbing to
bombing altitude which was
24,000 ft. We hit the I.P. at
12:06 PM and started on the
bomb run. We dropped ten
500 Ib navy bombs on the
airfield at Munich at 12:25
PM. We had to bomb PFF
through a low overcast. We
were briefed for quite a few
fighters but we did not see
the enemy fighters and to
our surprise no flak at all.
We had a fighter escort of
about 650 P-51s. We then
headed back for home over
the Alps mountains over ...

* Note from the transcriber: the allied
forces have reached Alsace in the
east of France. The Ardennes are
back in allied hands and Belgium is
almost completely liberated.
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... France and arrived here
at the field E.T.R. time 15:45
PM. We arrived safely
without any damage
whatever.
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Hit Nazi Rails;
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o Alter its damaging raids on German in.
dustrial fargels Sunday—piclures showed
ol.l refiierles and depots  pock-marked
with solid hits—the §th  Alr Force
switched back to straight tactical opera-

tions yosterday when - over 600 1
Uombers thundered through luavyna:z

to hammer four rasl i
Geimany, .. fadlroad yards in southern

4o At least 675 Thunderbolts and Mus-

155 and make it 189 Nazi planes destro od
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a seven-day Rll by dispatching. 500
heavies to bomb communications sear
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Libetors as escort, but :m"ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁg.
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LOADING LIST FOR JANUARY 17th, 1945, MISSION
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Date: Jan 17, 1945

7th Mission: Paderborn
Ship: « The Ruptured
Duck » #205

We got up Wednesday
morning at 5:50 AM and ate
breakfast. At 6:50 AM we
were briefed for our target,
which was the marshaling
yards at Paderborn,
Germany. After briefing we
went to the armament shop,
and dried our guns, and
loaded them on the truck.
Then proceeded to the
equip hut and got our
necessary flying equipment,
then drove out to the ship.
We loaded our guns and
equip on the ship, then
started engines at 8:52 AM.
We started taxiing at 9:00
AM and took off at 9:25 AM.
We assembled over the
field at 15,000ft, then ...
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... we headed over the we _Kearod, @Mﬁ . .
North Sea to Holland on to 25 Mplons! a2 70 /60051, Loe 2y,
s

the target at Paderborn. We

G e
encountered light flak first M 07 2D il
as we passed over the ' @ e M/A'-e.

———p————

; Heavies Pound | s

Dutch coast. We arrived at Ueced 7 e 2, 7P //?.‘.Jb}.’/)((zaa( Nayi'UaBég?n(i o
the I.LP.* at 12:30 PM and c‘./;/p‘/x/ém, pyyd Oil Induslric’s 5«;““..-:“‘-‘3'1‘;.*'-":““
started our bomb run, and Zer. S20.8 enve. #3c b o e e e e 7 B ST T
/" v < 7. where . “‘.‘M‘;:::;'

dropped ten 500lb demos** _ W% nols ind Lo g e ose v | —
on the marshaling yards at ? 275 ggﬁ’?yl iy o
Paderborn at 12:45 PM. v 2= . — K] o “m.-":_k.;
Bombed by PFF due to low ZZ : . '
overcast. We encountered

UL
i iZ;i n;!if

§

i

byoht
8«"{

]
i
351

g

no flak or enemy fighters
over the target although we
were briefed for heavy flack
or plenty of enemy fighters.
We then formed and
headed back over Holland
for home. We arrived at the
field ETR 16:00 PM. We all
arrived safely without
damage or missing
whatever.

Notes from the transcriber:

* Initial Point

** demolition bombs are highly
explosive devices ment to cause
maximum damage on the surface.
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Date: Jan 28, 1945

8th Mission: Cologne

Ship: « The Ruptured
Duck » #205

We got up Sunday morning
at 5:00 AM and ate
breakfast. At 6:00 AM we
were briefed for our target,
which was the Hohenzollern
road and rail bridge at
Cologne, Germany. After
briefing we went to the
armament shop, and got our
guns, and loaded them on
the truck. Then we went to
the equip hut and got our
necessary flying equipment,
then drove out to the ship.
We loaded our guns and
equip on the ship, then
started engines at 8:30 AM.
We started to taxi at 8:45
AM and aborted at 9:00 AM
due to failure of n°1 engine.
We then transferred to the
standby ship of the 322nd
Squadron which ...
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... was the « Red Wing »
#88. We took off at 9:10 AM
and formed over the field at
15,000 ft, then headed over
the Channel through
Belgium to our target. We
started our bomb run, and
never opened the bomb bay
doors and tripped the salvo
switch releasing the bombs
at 11:45 AM, five minutes
before target. The rest of
the formation bombed the
target visually at 11:50 with
five 1,000 Ib bombs. We
encountered heavy flak, one
bursting right beside me
hitting the left wing of the
ship to my right. The flak
was very accurate but
caused little damage.After
the target we headed north
and stayed in Germany
another hour, trying ...



to bring out enemy
fighters, which did not
succeed. We then headed
West over Holland and the

North Sea, then we

hit the

English coast and arrived at
the field E.T.R. 14:50 PM.

8th Attacks

3-Minuté Silence
Honors 8th AF's Dead

of Me L
Thossands of men and women s
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A M- e slence ebrerved
yessnday the thind -
Annistvwary. of the By Al Forca. s

Paze: Jan. 29, 1945
o . s
P4 Srisson: C'oél;,yz

THp: Kophowed Dock %y s
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Date: Jan 29, 1945

9th Mission: Coblenz

Ship: « The Ruptured
Duck » #205

We got up Monday morning
at 4:00 AM and ate
breakfast. At 5:00 AM we
were briefed for our target,
which was the marshaling
yards of Coblenz. Then we
went to the armament shop,
and put our guns on the
truck. Then we went to the
equip hut and got our
necessary flying equipment,
then drove out to the ship.
We loaded our guns and
equip on the ship, then
started engines at 7:30 AM.
We started to taxi at 7:45
AM, then started take-off at
8:12 AM. We had almost
got the wheels off the
runway and n°2 engine
caught fire, and Lt. Stevens
saw it and cut the throttles
back and applied the ...



1945 Formation on January 29th mission to Coblenz, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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... brakes and we came to a
halt at the end of the runway,
and taxied on out to the
dispersal area and the fire
dept. was there to take care
of the engine. We were then
sent to the standby ship of
the 401st Squadron, #144
Jezebel. We started engines
again at 8:30 AM and taxied
at 8:44 AM. We took off at
8:50 AM and formed over the
field at 12,000 ft. We then
headed out over the North
Sea, over Holland into
Germany. We hit our I.P. at
11:38 AM. We had a bomb
load of ten 500 Ib bombs and

two 500 Ib incendiary. We
went on further south and
headed west over France, over
the Channel and home. We
arrived at the field E.T.R. 14:30
PM. The flak was moderate
and there was no damage to
our ship. There was one ship
out of our squadron hit the
deck, at the |.P. That are still
missing.
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LOADING LIST FOR JANUARY 30th, 1945

BUT THE SQUADRON WAS PROBABLY STOOD DOWN

49

The following is the alert List for the 324th for the 30th of Jan, ¢

‘.

7632 : 6568
Adams, ¥.L. T7.C. Martin
Xlette Schafts
Ebarbd Gohlke
Sweitzer Hall
Cavalieri Mitchell
Whedan McKinney
Holdbrook French
KoCall Perry
Shoemaker Gill
Zenz
8889 18
Santos Eiﬁta
Barnes Darling
Carlino Dotter
Sinons Zupko
Pagano ' liontgomery
“hitcambd Hobbs, G,
Blake Marlowe
Spear Kerr
Reames Hindman
" No AfC 7040
Madsen Goldberg
Bullen ¥oore
Cannon Gred
Coon Harris
Ward Clayton
Weems Wells
Gilpin, R. Choye
DeBono Tayson
Ayers Hopp

Alert Officer; Z2/C Uphoff

No Status as yet.

We ore supposed to be the Staend Doun Sgdn. for tomorrow.

6623

M.B. Adams
Averitt
Strong
Frey
Schultz
Chowning
Bertrand
Cold
Bloeck

7959

E.0, Johnson
thing

A.B. Johnson
Sheen

Arko
Saunders
Radecki
Overholser
Librrizzi

¢
%a‘
7205 Vg
Baerson &t
Stevens ¥
Soeller
McKee
Dean
Induick
Gou o./’/
Cruin
Gunz

8772

Auth

Nichol

gaylor
waye

Knetig ('b

Awer; 4,‘
ugsburger

Greco oY)

Linneweh &
-

‘L =

208 TN
dickinbotham
Bartush
Nachtsheim
Heinstock
Gilpin, W,
Hoddbs, J,.
Hawkes
AR, Spith

nen

dalpert
schubert
Letfel
Chilsa
Loshler
Faccio
lang

q‘?ﬁﬁ
4



Date: Feb 6, 1945
10th Mission: Dresden
Ship: « Lewd Angel » #775

We got up at 4:00 AM
Tuesday morning and ate
breakfast. At 5:00 AM we
were briefed for our target,
which was industrial targets
near Dresden. After briefing
we went to the armament
shop, and dried our guns
and loaded them on the
truck. Then we went and got
our necessary flying
equipment, and drove out to
the ship. We loaded our guns
and equip on the ship and
started number one engine
at 7:25 AM, and taxied at
7:30 AM. We then took off at
7:52 AM and formed over the
field at 12,000 ft. Then we
headed northeast across the
North Sea to occupied
Holland. We hit the Dutch
coast near Aikmaan ...
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at 14,000 ft and we
encountered moderate and
accurate flak. Two ships of
our Squadron got direct hits
and turned back. We then
proceeded on to Dresden,
and got reports of heavy
overcast, so we decided to
pick put a visual target at
random. We made a turn on
a small town named Gotha,
and started our bomb run at
11:35 AM and we dropped
ten 500 Ib bombs on the
marshaling yards, and we
had some very good hits.
Some of them hit quite a few
homes around the yards, so
we still had a good target
and did a good job of it. We
then turned for home,
encountering no opposition
of any kind over the target.
About ...



half way back we /
encountered more moderate
flak also accurate. We
arrived back at the field ,”({4,1

safely without loss of any =«

o ~(¢u ‘(

ships, but most fortresses . Z'W‘ o P
¢ Cdecto ffﬁ M/Al/j)

‘1,300 Heavies
Strike German
Industry, R:ulx

were damaged including
ours. We had six hits, and
one with my name on it right
by the turret. We landed
E.T.A. 16:00 PM.

1
g

.'1,000 He dVleS

Slmkc Gcrman “

Industry, Rdﬂs

.Heayy bombers of the St~ Air l"orcc
i slashcd at. Germany yesterday for.(he first.
time” suu.c Qatun(lays record blow on,
Berfin as’ over: 1,300 Fortresses “and "
Liberators,. dcfe:idcd :by. some 850 -Mus=
tangs: and. T hundc‘rbolls. attacked indus-
trial. targcls 7i5); the “eeitier of " the . Rc»ch,

majnly=in ey Magdeburg, Leipzig* r?’ﬁd

,Clglc_mm(}:’1 Arcas: i

- “Two. Mustang fighter grons, the 4lh

and-the 551h; pecled:off in. ,s‘cdors near

Leipzig and l‘mpk(urt -oni-Main to ‘shoot

up rajl targets cund-ajr-fields. . Beliveen

lhcm ‘they got 29; locomonvcs, 37 frclght

cars and. three”planes.” - oatmraie =
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Biloisyof the 55ih udd:cd a Nazi (roon,
triiin," sent frantic Jerries stieaming - oul)|
of wmdow; and doors and left the loco-"'

‘ motive and cars smoking: The 41h: blew”
up an ammunition ain, pouncing b
with a hail of bullets that set off an' ex-
plosion in one car and 1ouched off a W other”
14 box cars filled with explosives.

The RAF, ioo, was busy during, Mon-
:day night and yesterddy
- with squadrons of speedy Mosquitoes
stinging Berlin and rails and communica-:
tions " in northwest Germany.’ Wcllma-'

jtons of Coastal- Command ranged over’!
the Dutch coast in bad weather o - siRnd
E-boat pens along the coast.”

Meanwhile, reports filtered in from”
neutral cap:tals according to Reuter;-
gucwrmg Berlin fires still smoldering. after

aturday's great, raid, with: time. bombs .
exploding and rescuc squads wearing:gas
masks in some .district o combat : the *
thick' smoke. Many = of - the <bombs .
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Date: Feb 7, 1945
Canceled Mission:

Valley
Ship: « Hey Daddy » #036

Ruhr

We got up at 4:15 AM and ate
breakfast. At 5:15 AM we were
briefed for our target, which
was coke mine in the Ruhr
Valley. We got our guns and
proceeded to to ship and
loaded it. Stations was 6:55
AM, but moved up two hours
due to weather. We started n
°1 engine at 9:18 AM, taxied
at 9:25 AM and took off at
9:53 AM. We formed over the
field at 20,000 ft and headed
over the Channel to France.
Halfway across the Channel
we were forced back due to
clouds rising as high as
38,000 ft which was
impossible to go through or
over. We then headed back
for the field and landed at
14:10 PM. This did not count
as a mission. Weather



1945 Formation on February 9th mission to Paderborn, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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Date: Feb 9, 1945
11th Mission: Paderborn

(Altenbecken)
Ship:  « Ruptured Duck »
#205

We got up Friday morning at
5:40 AM and ate breakfast.
At 6:40 AM we were briefed
for our target, which was an
aqueduct in a small town,

Datr. 128, 9, 29
P T qu
navaeind Un, I’QMIA.-(- P

/Jﬂ?lﬁ f‘d,gm Ay”(:;

40 Ay lov nk’_{" ‘{

Sl /“qx Lo rle <.fy Lot g ‘44(.
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oo oA, ywx Shralee
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//mv /[:%JM

‘-"/’t«m

AU, 2 _cod oles
n& ,r)‘ /2 /.w

«/?«."’C"’f,i;

4 ,h % t.’ f'/f¢/

// /A UAM
/"( (/lcf“(

. run, and we dropped six
1,000 Ib bombs at 12:10
PM. We encountered no
flak or fighters at all. The
last group over the target
was hit hard by enemy
fighters but all the ships
came through. We headed
north through Germany
then west over Holland,
and then the North Sea to
home. We arrived at the

eight miles south-west of ,z’&v éd‘t ~a
Paderborn, Germany. //«mva o Ll Mm,é/
Wethen went to the

armament and dried our

guns, and got our flying

equip, loaded it on the truck

and went out to the ship. We

loaded the ship and started

engines at 8:55 AM, and

taxied at 9:00 AM. We took

off at 9:30 AM and formed

over the field at 10,000 ft.

We then headed across the

Channel to France and to

the target. We hit the |.P. at

11:48 AM and started on our

bomb ...

Encmy ' fighter 5 PPOsition ‘.“" -
héaviest
i r e;t«::mlucd by the an m‘

time, The - shacl ﬂd;t
down 23 planes, i udm'i-hw g!m A
destroyed 41 more planés on the

L “The bombers hit & synthetic oil nt at
utzkendorf, souﬂf-of Halle, an arma-

| | Iment.- and- Lmotor “transport plant. at
\)’c;t’mr del:u” Leipzig, ma

o, .;:_[!ﬂ g, and olhc oomnmpkaf

.
-
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1945 - February 15th mission to Dresden, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - February 15th mission to Dresden, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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Date: Feb 15, 1945

12th Mission: Dresden
Ship:
#205

We got up 5:00 AM and ate
breakfast, then went to the
armement shop and got our
guns, also our flying
equipment and loaded it on
the truck. We then went out
to the ship and loaded our
equip on. Then Lt. Emerson
briefed us on our target
which was the marshaling
yards at Dresden. We started
n°1 engine at 7:20 AM and
started to taxi at 7:26 AM.
We then took off at 7:45 AM
and formed over the field at
7,000 ft. We headed north-
east across the North Sea
over Holland to Germany.
We hit the I.P. at 12:10 PM
and started on our bomb run,
and dropped eighteen100 Ib
bombs on the target at 12:25
PM. We then ...
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. The 8th Air Force fashioned'
another mighty blow yesterday as its
part in the growing: air offensive in
support of the advancing Red Army
when it sent out more than 1,100’
Fortresses and, Liberators, covered by
450 Musunf:, 10 attack Dresden and
ngdﬁb:rtcor 'l:‘cl second day in a row,
beiween Dresden and. Frankturt -

Thé raids followed a night in which

patching more than 1,300 plancs, t

of them heavy bombers, w';:ich ro:::l;
industrial Chemnitz before the rubble-left !
by the $th's ‘raid Wednesdny aftemoon |
could be cleared, smashed an ofl plant |

Duisburg,

near ! Léiﬁ Jand: 7 bombed -
' Meanwhile, Fortresses i i
of the 15th Air Force m::gdl‘cxt?:::

KeyRail City

the RAF again was out in strength, dis-

Berlin, ;-
¢ nz,yunnnbugmdbaauf".

headed for home,
encountering very inaccurate
flak away from the target. For
some unknown reason the
flak was at least a mile off
our right. So we had no
damage to our ship or any in
the group. So we all arrived
home safely. E.T.R. 15:15

"V

ll-nly for the third . day i !
bludgeon communications ::r;umi: thl: 1
Vieana area, while médiam bombers and
fighter-bombers hit ammanition’ demps’
and il loes in northern ftaly. lnm
48 hours begioning Tuesday night, nerly |
7,000 aireralt of  Allied gbm I coms/
mands have taken the air in the heavy!
mids agninst the Reich, o O
Chemmnitz and Dresden are re '
be glowing with fires sown by llwml::
RAF with their tons of incendiaries and
high explosives. In_ithe RAF one-dwo
p«mchd on gh‘fr?nkiid 738,000 incendiarkes
were drop n addition to 4, e
3,000-pound bombs, O 1. et i
Cottbus, just 40 miles south of Frink,
.gm, sits on the main rail lies running |-
resden ‘and Cottbus, while Liberafors
dropped heavy loads on a- synthetic oil
plant in Magdeburg. They met oaly. a .
moderate barrage flak *and po fighter
grposinon_ save for. one . jet-propelied
€262 which was shot down by pilots of |
&’c S5th Mustang. Group near Nuyem-
3 o b
Fifeen bombers -and " six - fighters are,’
ml;;siu'ﬁom. the 8th's omugugr', .
ighters . did- some: strafy tecday, |~
shooting vp ‘areas south of miu and |
"w:se(d% 9B:c’m “Barly. reports last pight'|
omolives and 45 rail
riddled by the fighters. - S S




Date: Feb 16, 1945

13th Mission: Essen

Ship:  « Ruptured Duck »
#205

We got up at 7:40 AM Friday
morning and ate breakfast.
Then went and got our guns
and flying equip, loaded the
things on the truck and went
on out to the ship. After, we
loaded the guns and equip
on the ship, Lt. Emerson
briefed us on our target
which was the benzol plants
south of Essen. We started n
°1 engine at 9:56 AM and
taxied 10:10 AM. We were
airborne at 10:26 AM and
climb through the fog to our
forming altitude of 17,000 ft.
We then headed north-east
over the North Sea, Holland
and into Germany. We hit our
I.P. at 13:39 PM and started
our bomb run. Our target ...
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. was visual so we had a
barrage of flak over the
target area, right in our path,
with no possible means of
avoiding it. We came over
the target into the flak and
dropped twelve 500lb bombs
on the benzol plant. Three
ships went down over the
target in flames that we know
of. Our ship itself was getting
hit badly. A piece of flak
missed the navigator, one
piece lodged in the copilot
seat, flak in the radio room,
one glanced off my turret,
several hits in the tail and
also our left wing tanks were
hit, causing us to lose
around 200 gal. of badly
needed gas for our return.
So we feathered n°4 engine
and the gas stopped coming
out. We were under accurate
flak fire ...



.. for about thirteen minutes.

Our hits on the target were
direct, as it was visual and
we could see the hits, and
when we left Essen was up
in smoke and flames. On our
return home groups of B-24s
passed under us on their
way to the same target area,
which should about wiped
the target off the map. So we
arrived home safely E.T.R.
16:25 PM without any
wounded, but plenty of battle
damage to our ship and most
all the others in our group.
We had about ten flak holes
to be repaired and a little
damage on n°2 and n°4
engines which will have to be
fixed before our next
mission. So this completes
the 13th mission or 12B as
we refer to it.
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Date: Feb 19, 1945
14th Mission: Dortmund
Ship: #014

We got up at 7:55 AM and
ate breakfast, then went to
the armement shop and got
our guns. Then to the equip
hut and got our necessary
flying equip and went on out
to the ship. We loaded our
guns and equip on the ship,
and Lt. Emerson briefed us
on our target, the marshaling
yards in the center of
Dortmund, Germany. Started
n°1 engine at 10:10 AM and
started taxiing at 10:22 AM.
We were airborne at 10:42
AM and formed over the field
at 18,000 ft and at 12:00 we
headed north-east over the
North Sea, over Holland on
to Germany. At 13:39 PM we
hit our I.P. and started on the
bomb run. We ...
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... came over the target and
dropped twelve 500 Ib GPs
by PFF at 14:04 PM. There
was 10/10 overcast over the
target and due to the fact we
were the first group over, we
did not have any flak. The
groups following ours
encountered heavy flak, but
no ships were lost to our
knowledge. We then headed
south through Germany,
below Cologne, then headed
west for home. Coming over
the front lines we
encountered light flak, with a
few of our ships getting hits.
Below us was a group of
A-20s bombing the front
lines, and they encountered
a heavy barrage of flack, and
at 14:35 one of the last
A-20s in the group received
a direct hit and burst into
flames. After falling a few ...
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1,100 Heavies

More than 1,100 8th Air Force heavies
vesumed the air offeasive against Nazi
communications and ndusirial targets
yesterday after a day of inactivity, ham-
mering objectives at Osnabruck, Rheine
and Sciger and poundisg areas in the
Rubhr.

The Libs ‘and Forts were escorted b
about 500 Mustangs and Thundcrbqonsy.
which dived Jow to strafe communication
lines. One group of fighters accounted
for ninc trucks and five railway ' cars,
while another destroyed 148 Jocomotives
and 365 oil cars in the Hadover area.

- The Krayts also took it from “the
‘Bl:s'usb and from U.S. bombers based in
aly.

Lancasters of the RAF Bosber Com-
mand, escorted 3 Mustangs, yesterday
afternoon attacked the important com-
mumcations center of Wesel in support
of the Canadian 1st Army's offensive.

From Italy, Libs and Forts soared out

1o bekt rail yards in Vicana,

it Na zi Bailo®

i
{
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T
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... thousand feet it exploded
and went on down out of
sight. We headed on home
over Belgium,

and the
English
Channel. We

landed at our
field ETR 17:25
with slight battle

damage, and
no loss of
planes. Lt.

Banner had the
tips of his
fingers torn by
flack but not too
seriously.



1945 Formation on February 19th mission to Dortmund, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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Date: Feb 21, 1945

15th Mission: Nuremburg
Ship: Rhapsody in Red
#959

We got up Wednesday
morning at 4:20 AM and ate
breakfast. We then went to
the armement shop and got
our guns, and flying equip and
loaded it on the truck and went
out to the ship. Then Lt.
Emerson briefed us on our
target, which was the
marshaling yards in the center
of Nuremburg, Germany. We
started engines at 7:02 AM and
taxied to the runway at 7:08
AM. At 7:55 AM we were
airborne and climb to 17,000 ft
and formed over the base. After
forming we headed north-east
over the North Sea to Holland
on to our target in Germany.
We hit our I.P. and started our
bomb run at 12:16 PM. At
12:39 PM we were over the
target and dropped twelve 500
Ib bombs from 26,000 ft at ...
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12:39 PM. We bomb PFF
through a heavy overcast and
encountered no flak or enemy
fighters. We then headed for
home over the route coming
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P47 S Blast
Yards Near
Hitler’s Den

With more than 1,200 Forfresses
and Liberators of the 8th Air Force
pounding Nuremburg for the second
day.in a row and rocket-firing
Thunde:bo!n of the Italy-based 12th
Alr Force dartng dicectly into Hiter's
lair at Berchesgaden, 1o fire rail lines
in that Bavarian mountain village, Nazt
communications sulfered  another bgg
blow yesterday. Far more than 3
Allied mnn walloped transpoctation |
and oil targets over a wide area of
Germany,

|
Meanwhile, German Radio warned last |

night that more heavy bomber formations
weore over the Reich, heading for north-
west Germany,

‘The round-the-<clock blow began late
Tuesday night, when the RAF, pikking
h’; from the Sth. after its inftial raid on

uremberg, sent. over 1,200° planes
through ' the n!ﬁn and yesterday morning
to hit Berlin, Mannheim, the rail center
of Dortisnid-and two big oil plants near

Dusseidorf. L,

jments 10 pierce (he hedvy cloud ‘over the

Joined by 154 AF

Heavies from the 8th were joined yes-
wrday by 151 Air Force botbers, which |
raided Vienna rollyards for - 1he mn&hx
straight day of artacks on Nazi comnwapi. '
cations in Southern lZuropc Light aed
medium bombers of. the Medlmrauem
" Allied Air Force a l.‘:am ripped Nazi com-:
munications up and down the Po Valley,
in Northern ltaly, and along the :Immer
nil rowe.

The Thunderboll storm over Bcrdna- i
gaden marked the first time the war had
come to Hitke's mountain foriress, The |
Associated Preu reported that the opera-
ton was a “second best™ mission for the |
P4Ts, pliots fisding clear weather over)
the village aher they had been umable!
1o fly over their original target, They |
m imense flak and small.arms fire :u'

zoomed ka to hit the B«chmpdm
m yards and shoot up a (roop trasm ini.
the station, but over the town not a shot |
was fired at them. |, ‘

Convoy the Bombers S )

Over 600 Mustangs and Thunderbolts
convoyed thee 31h's bombers s hey
ﬁun«l 3,000 . tons of bombs on" the
uremberg factories and  marshalling
yards. Bombardiers had 1o uvse instru-
largets duving the hour-long assault,” ™
econnaissance . photographs - takeny

after the Tuesday attack on. Nurcimbe
revenled severe damage lewslied “on  the !
Gly's mﬂrhalhng yard, mb.: g%mduu-;-.
s showing & t yolling !,
mﬂ rked in the yar Ten: boribers i
av;d-_ 3 fighiers are: mwu l:om this
misson, |

’



1945 - Formation - February 22nd mission to Stendal, Germany. 16th mission, not in diary.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 22nd mission to Stendal, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - February 22nd mission to Stendal, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe

Photo taken from inside the ball turret facing forward.
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Date: Feb 23, 1945
17th Mission: Memmingem
Ship: Ruptured Duck #205

We got up at 4:30 AM Friday
morning and ate breakfast.
Then we went and got our
guns and flying equip and
loaded it in the truck, and
went out to the ship. Then Lt.
Emerson briefed us on our
target which was the same as
yesterday only in the Leipzig
area. There were to be three
groups this time to each target
and to bomb from 15,000 ft. We
started engines at 6:55 AM and
taxied out to the runway at 7:04
AM. We were airborne at 7:32
AM and formed over the base
at 10,000 ft. Then headed
north-east climbing on course
to 17,000 ft over the North Sea.
When we hit the Dutch coast
we started our let down to
15,000 ft over Germany. We
had a very heavy overcast all
the way and our briefed ...

91st BGMA - Aug. 2015

Dafe: Frb. 23, 1755
17N rsziaw : ﬂmp”y,‘v

Ship: Rptuned Dock

e o

e

S (R )
N F

Fhaty:

6,000 Planes Swoop |
Down to Pinpoint
Rail, Canal System

The greatest mass air assault since the Normandy invasion was Joosed by
more than 6,000 Allied aircraflt yesterday agalnst the entive system of Ges-
man rail communications in Western Europe as planes from seven different
“commpnds-—including heavy bombers from the Sth Air Force, the 15th Air
Force, and RAF Bomber Command-—dropped a tremendous weight of
bombs almost simaltancously on hundreds of targets throughout westem
Germany and morthern Holland. ' ) ;

In weather 30 clear that alrmen could see for 50 miles, the Allied alr
forces Ibundefz through the skies 10 carry out the vast, tong-planned opera-
tion of smashing all highways, railways, and cdaals connected with cenfral
Germany. . %ol

The B{h Air Force led the gigantic Alying.arsenal with more than 1,400
Liberators and Fortresses which, escorted. by 800 Mustangs and Thunder-
bolts, blasted more than 24 marshalling yards over a 38,000-square-mi
area through the very beart of the Reich. <0

A sensational new technigue wag used for the first time known by the heayy |
bombers. Swoo down from thedr ™
usual bombing E:.!ﬂ of aboet 25,000
foct, they smashed their targets from Testh Steaight Dy ™~
1,500 feet, : Heavy bombers of the I5ih Air Force

“Medivss bombers from the 9ih AR | flow om their tenth straight day 10 pound

Forco and the RAF 2ad Tactical ANl targets: in. Germasy, -Austria  and
Northern July, incleding railway liscs

Forge also 100k part in the mass attacks,
ws‘b« with fighter-bombers from "*l l"l’hﬁﬂ' froe Musicly. ¢ ‘
1§, 15t Tactica Alr Foece .and RATL The parslyziag assut was whrivalied

in serial history-caoept for the omm
of the Normandy invasica, when All  q
ves carried out 13,000 sorties over a
S-hour period. .
hT\ehlrhh': obhcllv:‘s 6:‘ ta(%eud
; " o §through the center many fn A
%:«: r’c‘:;moa;..?l pﬁf»':cmf:( rectangelar arca. !fovlmtmqlﬂf(l- Gen.
every type of Allied. afrceaft penetrating Howard M. Tumer's Ist Dlvh-.on unded
oVt dmu 3 at the same time—{from | targets in the northern thied | L r,lws
Ahe south and all along the Wewt Pront | of Maj. Gea. Williser E. Kepoet's: 2n
“—until they blanketed the western part %‘:‘:}““ "'4'«"»«‘:'5"6«‘?"6'-‘».‘"3" jod)
RE the country.  .Thea {rantic reports | 1" Blvhuon ‘aitacked - targesy. iu..tbej

Fighter Command. _ @ s ..
way fo lhmnhh peninsula, where night-
fl Mosquitos hit the Danish-German
border town of Flembarg.

Confusion reigned” throughout Ger- | °

he the. Gerfhan t
Makui:{ petwork of hoadreds of § $outhen third.

s in ‘railway -lines from Denmark’ to T 8

ASILv . . N Y o



1945 - Formation - February 23rd mission to Memmimgen, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 23rd mission to Memmimgen, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 23rd mission to Memmimgen, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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. target was covered also.
So we headed south from
the target to the Munich area
which was visual. We pick
out a visual target which was
the city of Memmingen. We
started our bomb run at
12:42 PM and dropped 432,
500 Ib bombs on the city,
blowing it to hell. | took good
pictures of the bomb strikes ,
but the clouds came over the
target, so | could not finish
the pictures. We
encountered no flak over the
target so we headed west
over the Alps toward France.
Over the Alps we
encountered flak quite often.
Near the front lines they
through up pretty accurate
flak hitting our ship in the left
wing. Quite a few of the
ships in our formation
received battle damage but
not seriously. We also had
enemy fighters in our vicinity
but none of ...
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. them came at us. We hit
France and headed north
west for home, and got near
the French coast and found
we did not have enough fuel
to take us across the
Channel. So three or four
ships, including ourselves
were forced to land in
Merville, France. We landed
at 16:05 PM. They took us
into Merville and stayed in a
hotel that had been occupied
by the Germans. Their
drawings and sayings are
still on the walls. We slept
there that night and got up at
7:30 AM Saturday morning
and ate breakfast, then
looked the town over for a
couple of hours. We came
back and got our trucks on
out to the field. We took off at
11: AM and headed on over
the Channel for home. We
landed here on the base at
12:15 PM.



Date: Feb 28, 1945
18th Mission: Schwerte
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up at 7:30 AM
Wednesday morning,
ate breakfast, then got
our guns and flying
equip and loaded it in
the truck, and went out
to the ship. Lt. Emerson
briefed us on our target
which was which was
the marshaling yards at
Schwerte, seven miles
south of Dortmund. We
started engines at 11:02
AM and taxied out to the
runway at 11:06 AM, at
11:30 AM we were airborne
and formed over the field at
10,000 ft. After forming we
headed east over the
Channel on over France to
Germany. When we were
over the lines in Germany,
we headed north to the ...
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Crews Say

Good Hits

‘Snarl Lines

*The back-breaking blitz on German
railway lines, slowed up somewhat
Thursday night because of bad
weather, roared anew yesterday after-
noon when over 1,250 Fortresses and
Liberators of the 8th Air Force dropped
a pulverizing load of bombs on approxi-
mately 20 marshalling yards In south-
castern Germany while heavy bombers of
the. RAF pommeled the communications
center of Essen and hit a- benzol plant
at Geilenkirchen, .

-The 15th Air Force was out, 100,
heavies ranging from their bases in laly
to altack rman communications for
the [th straight day, hitting rail lines at
Vieana, Ionsbruck, Klagenfurt and
Villach,

Th¥ Fortresses and Liberators, again
carrying out their missions from medium
faltitudes  of from 6,000 to 15,000 feet,
{ blasted yards in five towns situafed on
rall lines radiating from the key transport
center of Nuremburg, at which the 3th
strick two mighty blows carlier in the

{week. The altack thus took the form of
"| & mopping-u

operation, in which the
bombers, hav ng paralyzed the hub of this
{section. of - German - communications,
reached out’ to disable its smaller come-

ponent parts.

| rail yards along the route of attack, Thiey,

The-complete patiern of “yesterday’s
assault by the 8th covered an area siretchs
ing from Schweinfurt south .1o+Muresi- |
burg and east to the Czech  border, a |
much more compressed area than ihe ope
hit_in Thursday's savage blow, .,

Crews retuining from yesterday's raids;,
which took in the towns of Ansbach, | -
Crailshelm,  Kitzengtn, - Neumarkt
Schweinfurt and Treuchtlingen, rvpodeJ
rotggh weather on the way in, but falr
visibility over the targets, with breaks
inc over some yards affording good |
views for bombardiers. Some who saw
the results of their bombing said they | :
saw big red fasbes burst in the vards
with rails, Jocomotives and cars knocked

cw, g

The protecting force of 650 Muostatiz
and Thunderbolis peeled off As usualﬁg
pour bullets and shells into. airficlds and']-

destroyed” 14 aireraft on the ground
and caused severe damage 0 loco-| -
motives“and .olb_er-m_lln_)!'sgpc.k. ' &

bombers, which. met no air oppositions) °
and little fak, dropped a totgl of 32507 .
tons on their objectives, ' o

Damage reports on Thursday's great;
rids, which were carrled out “aty
from 6,000 to 15,000 feet and npot at! -
1,500 feet as_erroneously reported  yes-| ,
terday, . revea that great destroction! .
was leyelled on all targets hit, ‘torn rails|” .
and ed rolling stock, repair. shog:j _
and.‘réundhoiises showing up dn. the, )
tographs. Eight bombers - and 19} .
ghters were missing from the mids. o * -

ot rme




1945 - Formation - February 28th mission to Schwerte, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 28th mission to Schwerte, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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. target. We hit the I.P. at
14:39 PM and started on our
bomb run. At 14:54 we
dropped sixteen 100 Ib bomb
, and two 500 Ib incendiaries
through heavy overcast, by
instruments. We then turned
around and headed back for
home. We encountered very
little flak and all arrived home
safely at ETR 19:00 PM. We
bombed from 25,000 ft.

| il i I‘-"/’""flf

Sth’s Blitz

Is Non-Stop
And Record|

The Slh Air Force, further aiming
' to_isolate the industrial Ruhr, con-

* tinued its non-stop offcnsive against

Gcrmlny s crumbling railway system
;yeslcrday as 1,100 Fortresses and
| Liberators blasted marshalling yards and
other mail and industrial targets in the
| morthwest area. of the Reich, after its
- greatest iwo-week period of co-mm

i raudmg and lonnage d:oppcd
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Ano:bev a!«:moon md—bv RAF L&
casters, which made a concentrated attac
on the Nordstern benzol plant  near
Gclscnkud.en-tcpl “Achtungi™ riogin
through rmany, while heavy. an

medimm bombers of the 15th Aar Force |,

pounded the Brenner Pass.
The 8th Forts and Libs, escorted by
more than 350 Mustangs, ‘smaghed tar-

1 gets at Kassel, on three main lines leading b

to the Ruhr and to central and southern
|Germany ; Soest, 15 miles southeast’ of
| Hamm, and 3 junction of two main Jines
leadmg from the Ruhr; Schwerte and

on the southeast fringe of the

Ilafcn
both with extensive railway repair §

faciliies, and Siegen, on a main line from
the Ruhr (o southern Germany and only
40 miles cast of Cologne.,
250 Mustangs Increate Fury
Al the same umc. a séparate group of
250-Mustangs increased the fury of the
acrial offensive by, strafin
bombing mrgets over a

out twice—blasted {wo - villages in the

aad dive- §
‘ © arex of the [
| Reich, as RAF Mitchells and Bostons— § .
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Date: Mar 2, 1945
19th Mission: Chemnitz
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Friday morning at
3:30 AM, ate breakfast, then
got our guns and flying
equip loaded it on the truck
and went on out to the ship.
Lt. Emerson briefed us on
our target which was the city
of Chemnitz, Germany. Our
aiming point was the city as
it was mostly industrial. We
started engines at 5:50 AM
and taxied out to the runway
at 5:55 AM. At 6:15 AM we
were airborne and formed
over the field at 10,000 ft,
and 7:30 AM we headed
southeast over Dover, the
Channel and on over France,
climbing to bombing altitude
at 25,000 ft on course. At the
front lines we headed
northeast to our target. We
hit the I.P. at 10:10 AM and
started ...



... on the bomb run. At
10:24 AM we dropped
twelve 500 Ib bombs on the
target, using instrument
due to a heavy overcast.
We encountered no flak,
but on our turn back for
home we were jumped by
some enemy (blow-jobs) jet
planes, but they did not get
to us due to our fighter
escort. To my knowledge
none of our ships were
knocked down or had any
battle damage. We headed
home back over the same
route which we had taken
on the way over. We arrived
back home safely at 15:30
PM.
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Fl htei's Knock Out
| 103 of Luftwaﬂ'e

llc.avy bombers of (bc &th Air Foree
and the RAF joined yesterday to smkc
savage blows directly in the paths of
advancing Allied armics. Fortresses of
the 8th's force, 1,200 Bl7s and B24s
SWept across Germany 1o assault the rail
centers of Dresden and Chemaitz, objec-
tives ' of the rolling” Red Army, and
Lancaucrs and Halifaxes of the RAF,
‘Qut " iny two, ‘separate nidt
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Roscoe Allcn of Dunlop, 111, mah o v ont
oxygen, pecled off flm his’ oup.‘(lh:
353¢h, and may have flown directly: into
a mew record for fighter pilots:in- thei

Mci09s, engaged them alone in a 12053

mile running battle, shot down five and!

may have destroyed two more, confirma- §

m:to(‘nﬁxh will kh;‘veb tohnwail develop- I
of pictures ta

ﬂ;cmr}:‘m record-is six X u:\mamtra
ven hwmndred RAF heavies made

the first force “which attacked COb::c‘:

atiempling to hamper enemy escape routes

addcd tons of dynamite 10 the steel bcm;
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Eloodges ’“ Fysic by lho ;utu ol .Gén.
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Date: Mar 3, 1945
20th Mission: Chemnitz
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Saturday morning
at 3:05 AM, ate breakfast,
then got our guns and flying
equip loaded it on the truck
and went on out to the ship.
Lt. Emerson briefed us on
our target which was the
same as yesterday, the
industrial city of Chemnitz,
Germany. At 5:09 AM we
started engines and taxied on
out to the runway at 5:33 AM.
At 5:45 AM we were airborne
and formed over the field at
6,000 ft, then headed over the
same route as yesterday to the
target. We hit the I.P at 11:00
AM and started on the bomb
run. At 11:14 AM we dropped
twelve 500 Ib bombs on the
target, by instruments through
a heavy overcast. On the route
over, passing Frankfurt, we
received heavy and accurate
flak, ...



. but had no battle damage
to our group. Again we were
hit by enemy fighters, and
lost nineteen « bombs »* due
to enemy action, on the
return home. We arrived
back to the base at ETR
16:45 PM and landed with
thirty gallons of gas in our
tanks. We had no battle
damage at all, due to the fact
we led the division.

*note from transcriber: S/Sgt. Coupe
is referring to the total of nineteen
bombers lost by the USAAF 8th Air
Force, as mentioned in the article.
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Dove-talled with 15th,” RAF

Operations of the 8th, which scat 500
fighters aloag with the bombers, dove-
tailed ‘with the non-stop blows being
struck by the RAF and the 15th Air
IPor«. While Lancasters of the RAF
| assaulied marshalling yards at Wasoe-
t Eickel in the Rohr, Fortresses and Lidera-
tors of the 15th few oot on their 19th mis-

slon’ in the lagt 20 days, attacking rail
‘lmcs ie Augtria and Hungary.

.i’k 2 d

The 8th had 1,100 heavies out Satur-
day, hitting four onl refineries, two syn-
thetic ol plants’ and industrial and nxl
targets in a wide area of Germany, i
cluding the bomb.marked rail yards al
Chemnitz and an oil plant 27 miles north
of Dresden, descridbed by Germsan Ove:-
scas News Agency yesterday as a mass of
rains afler concentrated attacks by the
&th and the RAF. Some fighters opposed
the bombers, but failled to break through
gg; shield of 700 Mustangs and Thunder-

i, . .

Three bombers and two fighters are
missing from yesteeday's raid, and 19
bombers and six fighters (rom Saturday. |
Friday's losses, previously umepomd..
were 14 bombeu and 10 fighters.
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Date: Mar 4, 1945
21st Mission: Ulm
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Sunday morning
at 4:05 AM and ate
breakfast, then went and got
our guns and flying equip
and loaded it on the truck
and went on out to the ship.
Lt. Emerson briefed us on
our target which was the tank
factories at Ulm, Germany.
We started engines at 6:35
AM and taxied out to the
runway at 6:41 AM. At 7:17
AM we were airborne and
flew southeast over the
Channel climbing to 14,000 ft
on course. Over France we
formed at that altitude then
headed southeast for the target
which is on the lake Konstanz,
which is on the border between
Germany and Switzerland. We
hit our IP at 10:32 AM and
started on our bomb run. At
10:42 AM we ...



dropped eight 500 Ib ol tigl? sve L Lol
bombs and four incendiaries, “ﬁ"“‘:“,‘f‘ ;‘,’, ::“/‘{’*m“:/g:

by instruments thru a heavy ZZ/" RLe soicomy Jigit ntiloe

LRI . P A { el )

overcast. We encountered /4 .. L. L. el e,

no flak nor enemy
fighters. We then
headed back for home
over the same route we
had come. We arrived at
the field safely ETR
14:46 PM.

91st BGMA - Aug. 2015

/4‘(,4.»/..(_,/ ,[(f./..( ///f’
/9’4(//"/ /’ =

m”'”“ nr'g

47‘7.”&,".:(7/ % :

40'6«)‘ 2 ‘«Q/ ,/

ﬂéc’iuawx &

/;w M{M

1 000 IIeawes
Keep Blltmng
Rails and Oil

Bombing through cloud so thick that
most crewmen saud thcy “didn't_scc an
inch of German - ground,” more than
1,000 Fortresses and’ Liberators of the
8th Air Force, many of them forced back
by the weather before reaching their
targets, carried” the 8th Air Force's blitz
on Nazi rmils and:industry "into its 14th
straight day yesterday with a bloiv aimed
atl objectives in Ulm azid other pomls in
southwest Germany.' '

No enemy planes were sighted and flak
was so light that ‘many bombers got
through without encountering a single
burst. But the weather casaly made up
for lack of opposition. - Snow-covered
targets, plus a dense - ground haze; thick
contrails and the  heavy cloud made

Sombing by mslrumcm necessary.
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Date: Mar 8, 1945
22nd Mission: Essen
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Thursday morning
at 7:30 AM and ate
breakfast, then went and got
our guns and flying equip
and put it on the truck and
went on out to the ship.
There, Lt. Emerson briefed
us for the target which was
the marshaling yards at
Essen, Germany. We then
started engines at 10:40 AM
and taxied out to the runway
at 10:55 AM. At 11:10 AM
we were airborne and formed
over the field at 18,000 ft.
After forming we left the base
at 12:52 PM and headed north
east up over the North Sea
over Holland into Germany.
Once inside Germany, we
headed south to the target. We
hit the IP at 14:26 PM and
started on our bomb run, and at
14:36 PM we dropped twelve
500 Ib and two 100 Ib chemical
bombs on the marshaling ...



yards from 25,000 feet
through a heavy overcast,
using instruments. We
encountered very little flak,
the first time known for it to
happen over Happy Valley*.
We then headed west over
France for home. We all
arrived home ETR 17:15 PM
without loss of any plane,
and no battle damage.

*note from transcriber: Happy Valley
(aka Flak Alley) was the name given
to the Ruhr Valley in Germany,
location of many heavy industry
plants. It was extremely well

defended by flak and the place where

many allied bombers were lost.
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000 U.S., RAF Heavies Blast

Nazis Near East, West Fronts

Alied bombers agsin centered on

many
yesterday when heavies of the Sth and 15th Air Foeces and the RAT, some
3,000 i all, strwck at Nazi communications and ofl refineries close to the
Rhmc ea the Westorm Froat asd near Berlin and Badagest on the Eagern
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Date: Mar 9, 1945
23rd Mission: Kassel
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Friday morning at
4:30 AM and ate breakfast,
then went and got our guns
and flying equip and put it in
the truck, then went on out to
the ship. There, Lt. Emerson
briefed us for the target which
was the marshaling yards at
Kassel, Germany. We started
engines at 6:05 AM and taxied
out to the runway at 6:15 AM.
We were airborne at 6:26 AM
and formed over the base at
6,000 ft and after forming we
left the base at 7:12 AM and
headed east over the Channel,
on over Belgium into Germany.
We hit our IP at 10:12 AM and
started on our bomb run, and
heading right into a barrage of
flak as the target was visual. At
10:26 AM we dropped 408, 100
Ib bombs and twelve 500 Ib
bombs from our squadron,
directly into the center of the
yards. Lt. Finch was lead ...



bombardier, and did a
wonderful job. | took movies
from the IP on over the
target, getting every hit,
meanwhile over the target,
we received four hits in the
right wing, one between the
nose and the cockpit. Then
we had one exploded close
to the plane and shook the
daylights out of it, and us
too. We thought we were
done for, and | will admit, |
realize what it is to really know
fear, yet | sat there scared to
death waiting for the bail out
signal and kept right on taking
pictures. Then the pilot said the
plane was okay and under
control, and to check in, Crain -
tail okay, Ganz - waist okay and
so on up to the nose. Right
then we relaxed as we were
okay. Ganz, Crain and the rest
started to inspect the ship, but
could find no no vital damage
but found none except what ...
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While smoke still poured from the cit
!after the RAF's so{” blow durin mﬁ
mgbt Fortresses -of the 8th Air Force
,Again struck at the indestrinl and com-
‘i munications hob of Cassel yesterday,
{ while other Forts and Libs of the Sth's
forcc of 1 000 heavies bombed four other

- | rail targets in Western Germany.
Airmen reported good results in the |
raids on Cassel, which sits on rajl lincs
i running to the Ruhr and containg the
i Henschel tank plant, one of the Sth's
i specific targets yesterday, The RAF's
¢ bombers carpeted a concentrated area

* with heavy bombs and incendiaries and !

I'orl crewmen deseribed the 8th's bombs
as “walking right across™ the tank plant
and the city's marshalling yards.

The U.S. raiders, escorted by 400 Mus-'

i tangs and Thunderbolts yesterday, ran }

; ‘into stiff anti-aireraft fire on most 1argets, ;
cspocmll{“l( Frankfivt-on-Main, where
| a prope! plant_and rail yards wcrc‘

. we had in the right wing
and near the front escape
hatch. With everything
under control we headed
for home over Belgium and
the Channel and arrived
ETR 13:30 PM with battle
damage to most of the
ships and a wounded man
in one of the other
squadrons. | just thank the
good Lord for bringing us
all through okay.



Date: Mar 10, 1945
24th Mission: Sinsen
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Saturday morning
at 6:30 AM and ate
breakfast, then went and got
our guns and flying equip
and loaded it on the truck
and went out to the ship.
There, Lt. Emerson briefed
us on our target which was
the marshaling yards at
Sinsen, Germany, four miles
from Dortmund. At 9:00 AM
we started engines and
taxied out to the runway at
9:07 AM. At 9:40 AM we
were airborne and formed
over the field at 14,500 ft and

after forming we left the base at
11:00 AM and headed north-
east over the North Sea, over
Holland to Germany. Once over
the German border we headed
south to the target. We hit our
I.P. at 12:24 PM and started on
our bomb run encountering
light flak. Over the target at ...
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... 12:48 PM we dropped
408, 100 Ib bombs and 24,
500 Ib incendiaries on the
target using instruments due
to overcast. We encountered
heavy but inaccurate from
the target on out to the front
lines. Some of our ships
received battle damage, but
slight. We arrived safely to
the base ETR 15:30 PM. So
now we only have eleven
more chances to take with
death.



Date: Mar 14, 1945
25th Mission: Vlotho
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Wednesday
morning at 7:15 AM and ate
breakfast, then went and got
our guns and flying equip,
loaded it on the truck and
went out to the ship. There,
Lt. Emerson briefed us on
our target which was the
railroad bridge at Vlotho near
Minden, Germany. We
started engines at 10:20 AM
and taxied out to the runway
at 10:30 AM. At 10:45 AM
we were airborne and formed
over the field 10,000 ft and at
12:00 Noon we headed
south-east over Dover on

over the channel and France.
Once over the German border
It was visual the whole route in,
and over the front lines we
could see our boys giving the
towns below us a terrific
shelling. Over ...
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weather, nad
s was visual,
/I Meanwhile, 1be 151h Ale Force struck
{{ another blow 10 aid the Red Army, bomb-
jmg ol targets between Komarom and
+ Budapest in Hungary and within 35 miles
: of the Russian Noes.  Two large refinecies
( which supply gasoline 10 German molor-

ized wnits were the main largets.,

The bulk of the Sth's bombing was dooe |’

m the Hamover arca.  Two. lank plants
\and ¥ factory making half.racks mgls‘dl-

gpcop«;l_liq Buas, were: hit ‘i _the city jrself |-

1,250 Heavies Strike Tank,

‘Gun Factories Near Hanover

H ) The 8th Air Force swung back into the allack terday a - ,
| lull, when 1,250 Foriresses and Liberators shook ml. ingus::;llu:«??:‘rx
! unicztions targets from the Dutch coast sodth to Giessen, 45 miles east-of -
i the Remagen bridgehead.  For the first time in days the bombers had clear’
bombing over all targets, except for one factory in Hanover,
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Gun Factories Near Hanover
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the lines we headed
northeast to our target. We
hit our I.P at 15:05 PM and
started our bomb run. Near
the target Maj. (Combat)
Hudson decided to do a 360°
turn and made another run
on the target. We came back
over the target through a
barrage of flak and dropped
six 1,000 Ib bombs from
23,000 ft visually wiping the

~ bridge completely out. We

had no loss of ships or battle
damage as the flak was very
inaccurate. We all arrived
back home by the northern
route, safely E.T.R. 17:42
PM.



Date: Mar 15, 1945 ... at 12:31 PM. We left the

26th Mission: Oranienburg base and headed on to the

. target over the northern route.
Ship: Sky Queen #153 Near Stendal we encountered

flak to the right of us knocking

We got up Thursday morning one ship out of the group

at 7:15 AM and ate ahead of us, the Nuthampstead

breakfast, then went and got group*. We hit our I.P. 15:05

our guns and flying equip, Bt ffae 1 y9yy a/,,w,., o /// £ PM and started on the bomb
L TP / » dM/

loaded it on the truck and 2 o ’2.;‘:,737, ff/’n /f“‘s ;f; __..r"‘;‘&,w run. The target was ahead of

went out to the ship. There bt g0 . SR B e cmamitly  US cOVered with flame and

Aew G g

a//b . m mMa ’ ) 7 ) . -.‘4*',
Lt. Emerson briefed us on our 74«2’;; f,i‘;, sa il ,m(f,i Wiy :MQZ tsr:nr?kenfrorrnoshz bt(r)]r:tbs Zfsggg
target which was the M‘%’" Aé’d:,:d:}d‘ ﬁ‘ éz, KT (5205 oo &/"’L A Ireeen group Y

. -Mtlf-&. e »
marshaling yards 0f e )4‘ Aam,,/ // Cbig 7 nge ekt OVET before us. Also a large

Oranienburg, twenty miles a& ety & Camgsd, M‘{/ » {2«;:%";.‘,( barrage_ of flak was over the
: Do recent = e e e target right in our path. Over
north of big « B », and the Y 4 {?7&,/':?/ », y’ / S _
taraet to be visual. Engi W G P P G : Yo .4::_;< e the target at 15:38 PM we
get was to be visual. Engine fperie Lnca <orag ok proe. P .

_ s PLIP, P L nts. s ,-Z.:, o2l 7 7 dropped eight 500 Ib GPs and
time was at 9:30 AM but Was  svss.d i 2 00 Zae It ot four 500 Ib incendiaries from
moved up til 11:03 AM Due to  whresc advnicio” o Sk it fie. o B KT ki O ) _Incendiaries 1iro

: MJM 4 2 22 o el ome 22,000 ft visually. | never saw
the weather over the field. We 7 L s o o ‘/J Nlootdanr oo oot SHON Gver one
divided the crew up and played M&’W »..«iﬁzpv(a; ; ~’i"/'.-a~,y':"°,4f5:-.?:h' ~ it inua” my life. We dropped a
football on the field near the Z“# e {}4 2/"4/ Aa,/j y yre. PP

ship, fil time for engines, rather sz /i 2% :'?,’;“‘:,/“'/ il s s Z5 on e one amget. Over the
than sit around to think of what T i TS, Are go‘;. ., |
was ahead of us. So the time /»xMrm Jtr i S, ,{.%7’2,:3’?’4"’;”32( ;e;]ri%etvv:: O;Ee;nzluw:nr?ﬁﬁzgag

soon passed and we started spin, and after falling about

engines at 11:03 AM and :
taxied to the runway at 11:18 10,000 ft the pilot leveled off
long enough ...

AM. We were airborne at 11:25
AM and formed over the field at *note from transcriber: Nuthampstead

10,000 ft ... was home to the 398th Bomb Group.
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.. We had very good
fighter support keeping the

(4«3&

. for seven of the crew to .-ceww Gl cbiar- 2B
t_,.l 1\1/4/(/
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escape. Just as the sent -
chute cleared the ship, it W/;f-:cff« —/.‘:g, feteeq’, ﬁ;». o «w,/} /-A,.:i* enemy fighters fr.om
blew up and the seven borts A vcge AT /;;t m: 2 c,x : attacking us. W_e_ arrived
chutes disappeared into the G 72« 5y s Bomb le-s e safely home at twilight ETR
black smoke over the target. M‘gﬁ?hmﬂ;’;/w){a_ Near Berlin | :»:_—_._":».:.5_.: “=  20:00 PM. We lost no ships
It was a sight I'll never forget esy . '(“.f/"/f""/ % hemage Feedingliast ==~ ~but had plenty of battle
as long as | live and | also m‘,ﬁ;‘%m iy o :‘.':::{-'ri?;.—.: | A damage, although
took pictures which will show % m/s o e el Sioiso=  Nuthampstead lost three
the people what combat was %’;2?’2, “ et 1+ i“i‘”:E-}.‘-:.—.-.: ships during the mission.
like. We also received battle Lot e ,&J{ ‘-'.:?: e = -
damage. over the target, but e ey B()n]b RallS l:‘:,‘.r':;o'{:?"?;;’ :‘F%ﬁ‘% ;m _
not serious. | had a near % %‘Wﬁ NCﬂl" B l e rall prds 5 Onicabary, ‘;.!‘EE
miss once more near my  Aoce ;«4%%, Qr ] | ge Geman “wemies facas Mol
turret. We then made a left “ - 'Feedin East o
turn from the target and e | Vo pons v ".f’tl‘."},"}::ﬁ.ﬁ'é‘:‘!,

' BULLETIN made by Alled Ax ¢
headed for home. About fifty | oot S e G Ay | S romd v Livarstors wiched

oher ON reflioeries al  Mooshierbaum,
ﬂondsdod and Schwechat, noar Vienda. |

rokmun o Allled Mediterrancan
IOQ ahho discloscd that 151h Air Fowce

: y WAy altacked yosterday alter-
:o“ 121 lllh and Nidg of the ;n Aie

Hall of e 1,330 tomibers In Se task

miles from the target on the
route home we encountered
| '7...'.‘..'..'.'."":?..?'“"‘“""'" o e | e some et pias Sers

light, but very accurate flak. | Orasdeniurg, taneous attsels in Awtrs, Hongary sed

had about three more hits on e
my turret but fortunately they
glanced off. The pilot had
one come up under his seat
and stop, and also a few in
the wings and the stabilizer.
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Seven day pass for S/Sgt Nelvin Coupe

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY-FIRST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office of the Group Commander '
AP0 557 (G/471;

SPECIAL ORDERS ; 16 Yarch 1945
NO. Sly ; EXTRACT

1. Fol Off 322 Bomb Sq (H) WP to AAF Ste 563, Furzedown House, to arr prior te
1800 hrs on 21 Mar L5. TDY to carry out instr of CG, pd not to exceed 7 daye.
Off will 1lv AAF Sta 563 on 28 Mar L5 to ret to proper sta, Reimbursement not
to exceed $4.00 per day is atzd if govt ars or billets are not avail and an
alws of $1.25 per day is atzd if govt messing facilities are not avail while
in travel status; an alws of {1.25 per day is atzd for additional cost of subs
while on TDY at Air Force Rest Home, WPR. @MV, and/or Mil Acft. TWA TCNT,
~uth Cir 113, Hq ETOUSA 22 Nov Lk, TDN 60-136 P 432-02 A 212/50425. CTDRS.
Mth: 1BD Instr No., 80-1, 23 Auwg 44. °

1ST LT NELSON D. VAN BLARCOM 0825009 AC 2ND LT JOSEPH L. BUYDOS 0833888 AC
1ST LT JAMES E. CONNOLLY 02068368 AC - F/O DONALD L, GRATIAS T5651

2. Fol EM 322 Bomb Sq (H) WP to AAF Sta 498, Ebrington lManor to arr prior
to 1800 hrs on 21 Mar 45, TDY to carry out instr of CG, pd not to excced 7
days. EM will 1lv AAF Sta 498 on 28 Mar 45 to ret to proper sta. Reimbursement
not to exceed $5.00 per day while traveling is atzd if govt qrs and subs are
not avail and an alws of §$2.25 per day is atzd for add cost of subs while on
TDY at Air Force Rest Home. WPR, GMV,.and/or Mil pcft. TWA TCNT, Auth Cir
113, Hq ETOUSA, 22 Now Lk, TDN $0-136 P 432-02 A 212/50425, CTDRS. (Auth:
1BD Instr No. 80-1 23 Aug A4l4.)

S/Sgt Clark E, Stanbury 16160302 S/Sgt irchie Leuty 39619847

Sgt Donald A. Cornell 37582206 St Dwight W. Shaw 17105751

Sgt Arthur G. Wendall 39141703
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Auth: 1BD Instr No, 80-1, 23 Aug 44. *

1ST LT NELSON D. VAN BLARCOM 0825009 AC 2ND LT JOSEPH L. BUVDOS 0833888 AC
1ST LT JAMES E. C OMNOLLY 02068368 AC - F/O DONAID L. GRATIAS T5651

2. Fol EM 322 Bomb Sq (H) WP to AAF Sta 498, Ebrington Manor to arr prior
to 1800 hrs on 21 Mar 45, TDY to carry out instr of CG, pd not to excced 7
days. EM will lv AiF Sta 498 on 28 Mar L5 to ret to proper sta. Reimbursement
not to exceed £5.00 per day while traveling is atzd if govt grs and subs are
not avail and an alws of $2.25 per day is atzd for add cost of subs while on
TDY at Air Force Rest Home. WPR, QiV,.and/or Mil pAcft. TWA TONT, Auth Cir
113, Hq ETOUSA, 22 Now 44, TDN 60-136 P 432-02 A 212/50425, CIDRS. (Auth:
1BD Instr No. 80-1 23 Aug 44.)

S/Sgt Clark E, Stanbury 16160302 S/Sgt Archie Leuty 39619847

Sgt Donald A. Cornell 37582206 St Dwight W, Shaw 17105751

Sgt Arthur G. Wendall 39141703

3. Fol Off 324 Bomb Sq (H) WP to AAF Sta 563, Furzedown House to arr prior to
1800 hrs on 20 Mar 45. TDY to carry out instr of CG, pd not to exceed 7 days.
Off will 1lv /AF Sta 563 on 27 Mar 45 to ret to proper sta. Reimbursement not
to exceed §4.00 per day is atzd if govt qrs or billets are not avail and an
alws of §1.25 per day is atzd if govt messing facilities are not avail while
in travel status; an alws of $1.25 per dey is atzd for additional cost of subs
while on TDY at Air Force Rest Home. .WPR. &MV and/or Mil Acft. TWA TCNT,

auth Cir 113, Hq ETCUSA 22 Nov 4/, TDN 60-136 P 432-02 A 212/50425. GCTDRS.
Auth: -1 BD Instr No. 80-1, 23 Aug Lk,

1ST LT FRANK C. EMERSON 0772322 AC 2D LT ROBERYT G. STEVENS 0827988 AC
2D LT RICHARD SOELLER 02064346 AC
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74
‘o Fol mim Bomb Sq (H) WP to ALF Sta 562, Spetchley Park to arr prior
w0 1800 hrs on 20 Mar 45, TDY to carry out instr of CG, pd not to exceed 7
days. EM will 1lv AAF Sta 562 on 27 Kar 45 to ret to proper ota, Reimbursement
not to exceed $5.00 per day vhile traveling is atzd if govt grs and subs are
not avail and alws of $2.25 per day is atzd for add cost of subs while on
TDY at Air Force Rest Home. WPR, QMV,.and/or Mil Acft. TWA TCNT, Auth Cir
113, Hq ETOUSA 22 Nov 44, TDN 60-136 P 432-02 A 212/50425. CTDRS. (Auth:
1 BD Instr No., 80-1 23 Aug 4lL).

S 'Sgt Earl J. Sheen 39919847 Sgt Johnnie C, Decn Jr 38&2%57
8/Sgt Dale E. Ludwick 35731399 . S/Sit Nelvin F, Coupe 33807714
/8¢t James W, Crain 33660€42 - 8/Sgt Daniel M. Ganz 32784388

5. So much par 4 SO 51 this Hq dtd 12 Mar 45 as reads*mcir 113, Hq ETOUSA,
22 Mar L4"e5 is amended to read #s#0Cir 113, Hq ETOUSA, 22 Nov Altsse:

5, Fol Off, 324 Bomb Sq (H) are granted a seven (7) days leave of absence.
i2£'0/a 17 ker 45. (Auth:  405-115).

AST LT BERNARD C, MURPHY 0728302 AC A1ST DT CHIRLES C. WALLACE 0804273 AC
®/0 LOUIS SCHAFTS TA227
$

*
{ By order of Tolonel TERRY:
CFFICTAL: \ // 5;/’ s » JOSEPH €. STERLING,
f £ < < fy S50 X ':/ Capt., Adr Corps,
JOSYPH G. STIRLING, Ad jutant.

Capt., Air Corps, i
A intant, o

/]
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Date: Mar 30, 1945
27th Mission: Bremen
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Friday morning
and ate breakfast at 7:30
AM. Then went and got our
guns and flying equip and
loaded it on the truck and
went out to the ship. There,
Lt. Emerson briefed us on
our target, which was the
submarine pens and
shipyards at Bremen,
Germany. The target was to
be visual, otherwise we couldn’t
bomb and were to bring the
bombs back. We couldn’t take
a chance on bombing by
instruments as they had a PW.
camp near the target and the
possibility of hitting it was too
great. We started engines at
10:45 AM and taxied out to the
runway at 11:10 AM. At 11:15
we were airborne and formed
over the base at 16,000 ft due
to bad ...
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weather. At 12:10 we
headed north-east for the
target. As we left the English
coast, n° 4 prop started
running away. So we fell
back out of formation trying
to get control. We finally got
it working okay again and
chased after our formation,
which then was 25 minutes
ahead of us. At the Dutch
coast one of our other ships
had to turn back for a
runaway prop. So we staed
on course trying to catch
them and finally we got in
formation just in time for the
bomb run at 14:PM and at
14:14 pm we dropped twelve
500 Ib visually from 25,000 ft
and really smeared the
target. The flak was very
heavy over the target as they
had 400 flak guns on us. |
don’t believe ...



... there was a ship passed
over the target without
getting hit. We had five hits
on our left wing, and three in
the tail. No one was
wounded on our crew
fortunately. On our way
home from the target we
were hit by jet planes, and
one plane in the group
ahead of us got shot down
and five men bailed out
leaving three in the plane
when | saw it crash in
flames. We had wonderful
fighter cover and they
knocked two jets down in our
target area. The five men
who bailed out may have a
good chance for escape, as
they landed in the open
terrain and the fighters
covered them to help them
get away from the nearby
houses, so « there’s »
hoping they are safe and can
escape. So we continued ...
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1,400 Heavies.
Sirike 3 Big
‘German Ports

Delivering its mightiest punch at Ger-
man ports, the 8th Air Force yesierday
sent more than 1,400 Fortresses and
Liberators  and - 900 Mustangs
Thunderbols to rake the three great
Reich: ports of Wilhelmshaven, Bremen
and Hamburg, Submarine yamls, docks,
naval vessels and an oil stomge”. depot
: trembicd under the Joads dropped by the
! heaviest force of bombers since Feb. 22

and the greatest combined bomber-fighter

| foree dispaiched this year by the Sth,

It was a momentous occasion for tl
Liberators  which plastered dticksor nn‘g
other harbor facilities in Withelmshaven,
where the battleship Tirpitz was built. It

was here. that heavies' of the Sth- first
bombed Germany;-on January:27, 1943,
wheir 53 Fortresses attacked the harbor
;:l’lh a loss'of one and a bag of 22 Nazi
ancs, e . ?3h .

and |,

... on home and landed ETR
17:41 PM. All the ships from
our group came back okay,
although all of us had battle
damage. Once more we all
thank god for seeing us
through safely.

, Just Stight. Reminder

- But yesterday some=350 (0 400" Libs
bqomu{ over the cily as a- pointed re-
minder of what the U.S. has 10 offer after!
slightly more than two ycars: Recent re.!
connaissance photographs had  shown)
numerous ‘submarines and other . naval
w‘s’sclsl in ll; iml\)c‘r ha};bor. wl:ere dt’hc Libs.
laid their bombs. Heavy clouds made’
bombi difficult, but some groups.

reported visual bombing through sharp

breaks in the overcast,

At Bremen, Forts attacked the Blohm-
and Voss submarine yards, a fairly regular
objective for the 8th, and a. Jarge
wmkum slorage depot. Here, as at!

ilhelmshaven, ncarly all bombing was'
{ done through beavy clouds. ' > 3
; Forls' over Bremen, however, -enjoyed |
good visibility and here the Deschimag |
shipbuilding yards, which turn out -740-
and 1,200-ton submarines, and a-highway" -
bridge being converted for rail use wére |-
the objectives, ~ SBI
~The 900 fighters
strongest fightér cscort put out since Feb. !
14, when 900 protected 1,300 heavies in |
their severe-blows on Dresden, Chémnitz !

represented.  {he ‘-

and Magdeburg:  Five chémy' jet plancs ©
were shot down. . - et pl ot



Date: April 7, 1945
28th Mission: Hannover
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Saturday morning
at 2:00 AM and ate
breakfast, then went and got
our guns and flying equip
and loaded it on the truck

4 ot
-------

... shot the bull passing the
time away. At 8:50 AM we
started engines again, and
once more we got the report,
just an hour set back this
time. So at 9:10 AM we
started engines at started
taxi at 9:30 AM out to the
runway. At 10:30 AM we

and went on out to the ship. were airborne and formed
There, Lt. Emerson briefed . Gaek” over the field at 15,000 ft
us on our target, which was / which was also bombing
the air base north of altitude. At 12:07 PM we

Hannover, Germany, and the
target was to be visual. We
were carrying a bomb load of

e AN

headed east over the
Channel and Belgium and as
we neared the Rhine River,

N
thirty-nine 100 Ib GPs and to = #&< <7<« o & Mo bandits were reported in the
. LB P Lt NeOEE oo AP A .
bomb visual from 15,000 ft. s i i . area.” We had fighter attacks
We started engines at 5:50 ¥ (/: PPy Sl 7 . - g7 from there on into the target.
AM and a report Came OVEr . comwsoit’ frtieid e mepesics ,«/ et Lt Aa v Aniks \We lead the whole division
commqnd_ to cut engines. as 2. e v ol ey, Sar ) aviolt s st foml over the target thgrefore we
the mission was Set Dack alaisco b coccmmce Aaag. ier wnsl ar s sizzn 7o had less trouble with attacks.

At 15:30 PM we hit our |.P. and
started on our bomb run., and
at 15:46 PM it was bombs
away on a visual air ...

three hours due to the
weather closing in. So we
came back and ate an other
meal and there ...

*note from transcriber: bandits
are enemy fighters.
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.. base, and we wiped it our

completely. We encountered
no flak as they were afraid of
knocking down their own
fighters. So then we headed
for home with the enemy sitill
on us. We lost 22 forts
through the operation and
we were credited with
knocking down 40 enemy
fighters. We didn’t lose any
ships out of our group
although we had battle
damage and a few
casualties. Near the border,
the fighters took off and
headed back to their own
base. We continued over
Belgium and the Channel to
home. We arrived here at the
base ETR 18:15 PM without
any damage or wounded
men on our crew. So again
we all thank God for bringing
us back safely.
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1,200 Heavies Hit Reich
- After 1-Day Nazi Air Bid

The flaming air war which the Lufiwaff ppea
¢ rekindled Saturday a
yesterday to have been extinguished once more by U.S. fighters a)x'xd bomlr:
gunoers as over 1,200 Fortresses and Liberators, protected by appfoxlmucly

750 fighters, bombed rail yard '

s, airficlds ds and o l

without opposition from enemy plascs. et n oenm__l_Get_m_ny_
The odly air activity along the rouﬁe ot

the bombers c-mo an lh? of three'

training planes, which were promptly shot

down by the ﬁﬂuen. On Satarday, when

lbe Luftwaffe ‘daringly attacked n roml

Going Down! <

b

of 1,300 hea vies in strong groups, fighte
of the &th downed 64 phl‘uf whfl: bo':tbc':
ﬁmﬁcn accounted for 40, making a grand
It was lhe strongest o, |

al-the bombers g:ancca .»o '5“?&'2'
ﬂa:eos.n and gunners klooc;.zd down 73,

renewal of o i

Saturday cost the 8th 22 bom vro: l.on:l‘
three fi ;hlcn. Ten bombers and one

$30ns. |, |

hter are missing from yesterday's mis-

) u:An-;.wrmrm
mmmhn

n% L m
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Date: April 10, 1945
Mission: Oranienburg
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Tuesday morning
at 7:30 AM and ate
breakfast. Then we went
and got our guns and flying
equip and loaded on the
truck and went on out to the
ship. There, Lt. Emerson
briefed us on our target,
which was an airfield at
Oranienburg, Germany,
twenty miles from Berlin. We
then got aboard the Sky
Queen and started engines
at 9:47 AM, and taxied out
to the runway at 9:57 AM.At
10:07 AM we were airborne,
and formed over the field at
8,000 ft. At 11:15 AM we left
the base and headed east
over the Channel on course.
Once over Germany at
14,000 ft, we blew a cylinder
in n° 1 engine, causing it to

91st BGMA - Aug. 2015
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... run away. We then fell out
of formation trying to feather
the prop and staying on
course. We finally got it
feathered and tried to catch
our group. So finally at one
hour from our target, we
abandoned the mission as
we could not gain anymore
altitude and it would have
been suicide to go over
alone. So at 1:09 PM we
aborted and turned around
and headed back over the
same route for home. We
arrived back here at the base
safely at 3:15 PM. This was
our first time to ever abort,
and hope it will be the last.
So our ground crew took the
Sky Queen into the hanger
to change #1 engine right
away. So we hope to fly her
again in a couple od days. All
the other boys from our field
came back safely but plenty
of battle damage.
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“<« Hit Again

- - .establish a new. record for fighters of the
<3 %@,& 8th, whose best day previously had been
. Sept. S of last ‘year, when 177 were!

JW v+ desiyoyed in the air and os the ground.
e g The 33%th Mustang Group also set a

> P i < mew er record for the §th by destroy-
O, fng 100°planes on the ground to surpass

the record 70 set by the S6eh Thunder-
/:‘f/ /M bolt Group- on last S«ptembt:'l record
. ,1%, < m -

_,éa
£
- e

~Jet Bases

By Heavies
The batlered Luftwaffe recled from
‘yet another . U.S. blow yesterday rs
more than 1,300 Fortresses and
Liberators and 850 fighters of the 8th
Air Force pounded seven jet fightgr
'bases withia an arc swinging north, west
.and south 70 miles from Derlin,
i Strong groups of Nazi jets got off the
|ground to battle, but the U.S. ' fighters
Iknocked down 18 and roared through to
(destroy 227 more planes on the ground to

Bomber
. day. One group battled 40 to 50
1jets for mearly an hour, but t groups
cwere hit only once or tw -ge'otom
fighters and guaners, drove them off.
[0 Clear Weather Prevails
* “The destruction boosted the 8th's Lio-
diy’ wll of Luftwafle ships 0 12'9. yg‘
{ which 310 were XO'd on landing strips.
P e b
¢ s own twalle has
(E‘!l( 437 pi'mn through U.S, nctio:. ’
Lo 1t.way the cighth stra day the 81h
;hu been o 'l‘:gml f:unh oy
unning it has * dispatched upwards of

(valled over;the Contibent’ and

1 1,000 bombers, Clear weather ngiq g“.
(Was vismal over all targots”.  ~ h‘

The atiacks brought to 27 the total
number of jet.airhields Jn the Relch hil
during . the last “seven days. The seven
strips in the,-lalhan mqlut.rrom the
nonbermpp& g?l f, were avLarz, near
Lake Muriz) ucfdn, pest west of the
lake; Newruppin, 40 miles porthwest of |
Berlin; Omnicoburg, 18 miles north of |
the capital; Briest,  near Brandenburg,
west of Berfin ; Burg, close to Magdeburg ;
and Zerbst, southwest of Berlin, adjacemt
o Dessau,

Destroy 83 Naxi Planes

In addition to the assauit on the ficlds,
the bombers and fighters streck at a
experimental fiekl at Rechlin, dlso in ¢
Lake Muritz area and called the “Wright
Field™ of Germany, and hit an ordnance
depot- at Ovanienburg, )

Full reports twrned in by 8th Air Force
R Mt 0 o 5 R

unic onday a A
B:m on the groand, indicales that the

fiwaffe has beea deiven from its ficlds
and now uses awla highways for aic
strips, dispersing its plancs in 2
areas along the roads to escape detéction,

Most of the planes destroyed were
found pirkgd in or near highways south
of Muhich. Crews were working on
sonse of the planes, which were camou-
flaged with branches, and ooe pilot.saw
nearly 100 ships mcd on what a
0 be o fanm, same ﬂh‘nm saw
dozens of shining, new Jmﬂmc under
trees beside ome roadway managed
to shoot up (wo of them,




Date: April 11, 1945
29th Mission: Freiham
Ship: Ruptured Duck #205

We got up Wednesday
morning at 6:00 AM and ate
breakfast, then went and got

. to 4,000 ft and headed
east over the Channel to
France. There we climbed to
21,000 ft where we formed.
After forming at 11:07 AM we
continued south east over
Germany, to our target. We

our guns and flying equip s N e Bt _ flew on down to lake
. . L L T e s / (- A S e
loaded it on our truck and IUis: Farrha e chdnacs B e, ot con Constant then headed north
went on out to the ship. (06 307 . hocollacacting — oal D . reo4w over the Alps mountains, to
There, Lt. Stevens briefed US i, .20 s i wt ST s s Lo, our I.P. which we hit at 13:47
on our target, which was an 77 j/ <0 ~vas st diadl. "Ll i - he> PM and started on our bomb
oil depot at Freiham, near i Rivn (--'1,.;,1,.«,.' S gl AL e G e 2 run. At 13:57 PM we dropped
. s hilh oo ad g s , oy WU £ 77 piecdd < 7 AR S .
Munich, Germany. Today /20 i7" 2070 f,,w‘;v i i L U™ six 1,000 Ib bombs on our
was Lt. Stevens’ first as our 'f /f} i::,f P GG TN o A ofen iy '/ target from 24,500 ft. We hit
. . 'Y_" ) e ""' A o & 4 AP '_"-"v" <t AR B Y i S .
pilot. He was given ; b s fnte g ot Mol Gl g 7 sl st the target visual and had
command as Lt. Emerson ’j“j,‘ 'T’ﬁ;;‘ S, oo carundlnt surs ‘ direct hits throughout our
has taken over flight leader ., «&acys loe el $litiae. G apticenlds flak o 2o e group. We encountered
. Al:n' . o "'-:}-‘.'“44* AN s g Foigie & 4 ’ < S A;
of our squadron, which has .. e 2 s o waled, Lo lbf alefetge , iornndedng moderate but accurate flak
made each one of us mighty ~ «= “=e. <% i ‘, s Dkt o, e “’ ,”f ff_«c over the target and quite a
proud of him, athOUQh We  ‘ass i’ i s 8 it b s tiim e dom #%wr.  1@W Of oUr ships received
hated to lose him. Lt. &« 7787 47 5 codd | e aliS GG i il s battle damage, wounding a

Emerson now has one more
mission to put in. After we
where briefed we climbed
aboard and started engines
at 8:00 AM. At 8:30 AM we
were airborne and climbed
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few men, but we had no loss
of ships. We then turned off
our bomb run for home. The
weather was clear the whole
day, and ...



enabled me to see the
destructions cause in
Germany and France,
through this war. There are
very few places, to our
knowledge, in Germany that
haven’t had to face this wave
of destruction. But they are
receiving just a lot more, to
what they dished out to other
countries. And it makes me
feel good to know I've had a
part in this job. So to
continue, we all arrived
safely back here at the base
ETR 16:30 PM. Once again
we thank God for bringing us
all home safely and without
harm, so we can continue on
with our job.
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1,300 8th Heavies Again
Blast Reich as Nazis Hide

- The air paths of $th Air Force bombers and fighters were clear of enemy
fighters y_esterday after Tuesday's destructive raids on jet fighter bases, and
over 1,300 heavies and more than 850 fighters, carried the 8th's non-stop
offensive into its ninth day by siriking at airficlds, rail targets, ordnance

storcs and oil.objectives in southern Germany,
':’u'o oil sllonga d s, 1»;0 ordnance
: > . cpots ancl an explosives [actory were
W«M %W l-.ir(‘.):‘/\llku:r ots ml;hcal%d'i‘n the :ren
. of Munich, Nuremberg an nsburg.
é . 7 mc/ ! arca wh‘;n H&litnxcs unloigctz g:er m‘lhl
%&("' » - g ol — | way yards at Nuremberg and at Bayrey
/ - : rszﬁ(éw 2 ;nouylgdot Nuremberg. RAKF 'lhl:OM’l’::
g, B Z . : & ported that its attacks on Kiel Monday
4 .k&L'I {-% ) (/’6 ? . ._/ —J k h‘ k |i sCh
> PPy ol > > man pocket hattleship Scheer.
Pl (L 4 P Latest tabulations of damage wrought |
3 ‘7 i > { ‘M by 8ih fighters Tuesday show that d.::?
new records were hung uwp b

s Two aieficlds, five masshalling yards,

| RAF bombers attacked in . the same

night resulted in the sinking of the Ger-

/,’7‘2‘/‘ ZLL u}é{/d\d o //“ "’é’%“é"{f’m’ Thunderbolts and Mustangs, including :hc:

4 P gt A total bag of 305 plancs and the 33%h-

: KA. - /ém A Muslang‘(‘:roup's'dgslmction of 100 ships ;

s o Kty ke O g N

g 7 = e Z 4 “"’l“hc sau:‘ 'l')m:c‘ktbol‘l Gmp. ludil:c,

’ " A SN > ., ter outfit, became the group to

£ < SLpEE W(}"“‘. WM reach the 901), mark in destruction when
4 ft KO'd two in the air-and 39 on the

SR et S ‘ z;otmd 10 boost ils (otal to 904, of which
i 7 4 were killed in the air.  One squadron

e é;ﬂ. rof the 339th made a new squadron mark
. by knocking off 92, and the day's todil

o{ 284 blasted on the ground by all groups

.set a new mark for the 8th in strafing.
! Lt Col. John D. Landers, of Joshua
Tex., csl:lbl'i‘snedbn ncv:‘ indl:nli‘nal :’c?r}i
in nd kills by ng cight, and Lt.
Co!_. “Joseph L. 'l‘:ury. of- St. Paul
Minn; destroyed, four to up his I
strafing’ toth) "to - 184 and lead all Sth'
fighters Tn"this' respect,  The 20 jets shol |
down by the fighters in air combat also,
created a new record, ' o

——ee——— ..

A e G




Date: April 16, 1945

30th Mission: Regensburg
Ship: « Oh Happy Day »
#790

We got up Monday morning
at 8:00 AM and ate
breakfast. We then went and
got our guns and flying equip
and loaded on the truck, and
drove on out to the ship.
There, Lt. Stevens briefed us
on our target, which was the
marshaling yards and
railroad bridge at
Regensburg, Germany.
Meanwhile our ground crew
was topping off our gas
tanks and found the line to
#2 tank pulled loose, so we
had to transfer to #790 from
322 Squadron. We then
started engines at 11:25 AM
and taxied on out to the
runway at 11:35 AM. At 11:58
AM we were airborne and
formed over the base at ...
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... 6,000 ft, and at 12:50 PM
we headed east over the
Channel and France,
climbing to bombing altitude
of 24,500 ft on course. Once
pass the front lines we
headed north-east to the
target, and hit our I.P. at
15:47 PM and started on our
bomb run. At 15:57 PM we
dropped six 1,000 Ib bombs
on the railroad bridge,
destroying it. Meanwhile,
other groups bomb the
marshaling yards, also
wiping them out. The flak
was very heavy over the
target, but inaccurate, as the
target was visual. We had
quite a bit of battle damage,
and | had three hits on my
turret, but none came
through. Most all the ships in
our group had battle
damage, but not too serious.
For some unknown reason, |
was ...



... scared to death, although
the target was no more than
visual. Maybe getting so
close to the end. But we all
arrived back to the field
safely, with a couple
wounded men in the the
squadrons, at 20:00 PM.

u 8th, 15th AFs
Have Finished
Strategic Raps

In an Order of the Day commendin
“all units under hs USSTAF comman ,
Gen. Carl Spaatz yesterday announced
that the stratepic alf war of the 8th and
I5ith Air Forces is at an end and that
from now on they must “operate wit
our tactical air forces in close co-opera-
i tion with our armies, '
"“The strategic air war has been
:dg‘l’nc a‘d«:isivcncss_ becoming ,itc:casl:;i;
jevident as our armics ove.
ESpnau declared. frun Germany,
i.. The Order of the Day was released
Ishortly after 1,200 8th Air F:;cce

ataeed 7 adialll u///‘wf(%(
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8th, 15th AFs
Have Finished

[y

Approximately ' 750 hedvies, with 850
Thunderbolt and Mustan escons‘.'cmsscd
the western battle line for the first time
since Friday to batter rail targets and com-
munications at Regénsburg. and at the
unctions of Landshut,
traubing, to the south and cast.

Fighter cscorts pecled off to destroy
3&3 )&ncl‘g planes ;l e?any airfields in

unich arca apd as far cast as Prague
in Czechoslovakia. A

dumped high explosives near Point de
Grave on the west side of the Gironde
reshw?_ry inhvo.operation with ldcmcms of
the Freach Army moving against the cor-
nered Germans at Bordenux‘.‘ '
) RAI; rdosqnl_t:hcs raided Berlin three
times Sunday night, reporting very little
flak and no‘yﬁghlcmpoqilion, although
the Germans tur on the capital's
searkchlxshu'for the first time in may
weeks. . os Vg

| Fortresses and Liberators returned from

;auncks on German marshalling yards in
the Regensburg area of southern Ger-
many-and blows against defense positions |
in the Gironde area north of Bordeaux. |
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Date: April 17, 1945
31st Mission: Dresden
Ship: Sky Queen #153

We got up Thursday morning
at 6:00 AM and ate breakfast,
then went and got our guns
and flying equip, loaded it on
our truck, and drove on out to
the ship. There, Lt. Stevens
briefed us on our target,
which was the marshaling
yards at Dresden, Germany.
We then got on the ships and
started engines at 9:05 AM and
taxied out to the runway at 9:50
AM. At 10:03 AM we were
airborne and formed over the
field at 5,000 ft. At 11:10 AM we
headed east over the Channel
and over Belgium remaining
5,000 ft.* When we hit the
Rhine river we started climbing
to our bombing altitude of
20,000 ft....

*note from transcriber: staying
low for so long enables the
crew to stay off oxygen and
stay warmer at the lower
altitude.



.. We headed straight into
the target, and hit our |.P. at
13:47 PM and started on our
bomb run. At 13:50 PM we
were attacked by Me 262s
and at 13:53 PM we dropped
twelve 500 Ib GPs on the
marshaling yards, amidst a
heavy flak barrage and
constant fighter attacks. The
weather was good for fighters
as there was a 16,000 ft
ceiling of haze. They attacked
the Ruptured Duck on our right
wing, knocking out #3 & #4
engines*, then sent a 30 mil
shell directly in the tail, hitting
Williams the tail gunner, and
wounding a few of the other
crew. They then passed at our
ship sending a couple of 20 mil
through our wings and
stabilizer. Jimmie scored a few
hits, but could not bring them
down. They then made another
pass hitting Lt. Camp ...

*note from transcriber: the 2 engines
on the right wing.
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. flying to our left, knocking
half of his right wing off,
wounding a few of the crew.
Gen. Gross lead our 1st
Division over the target and
his ship was also hit in the
bomb bay with a 30 mil
wounding the engineer in the
leg. We were under heavy
flak and fighter attacks for
twelve minutes which
seemed like an eternity. The
boys asked why | was so
quiet and | said | was
praying, which | was, so |
now have a new name
« Combat Deacon ». | was
praying and fighting off two
attacks | had from bellow, but
| could not do much as both
times our fighter escort were
on their tail. So finally we
were over our lines and the
fight ended. Lt. Moyer landed
the Ruptured Duck behind
our lines , and cracked ...



.. it up. The last report on Lt.
Camp, he did a 360° turn
over the target and headed
for the Russian lines on his
own, here is hoping they
make it. We had six ships
from our group go down
either in France or Germany,
and there were quite a few
wounded when we arrived
here back at the base A.T.A.

17:48 PM. We had flak
damage to our ship besides
damage from the fighters, and
every ship from our group had
battle damage of some sort.
Dresden is now a city which is
completely flattened to the
ground. Only a few homes on
the outskirts of the city are
standing. So now | only have
four more missions to go, and
with the help of God, | will.
Once more we thank the Lord
for bringing us through and our
roughest mission so far.

Note: Joe Williams did not get
killed as though suffered arm &
leg injuries, also the operator.
Camp & crew missing.
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Date: April 20, 1945
32nd Mission: Brandenburg
Ship: « Sky Queen » #153

We got up Friday morning at
3:30 AM and ate breakfast
and went and got our flying
equip, loaded it on our truck,
and drove on out to the ship.
There, Lt. Stevens briefed us
on our target, which was the
marshaling yards at
Brandenburg, Germany,
twenty miles east of our
troops. We then got aboard
and started engines at 6:30
AM. At 6:40 AM we taxied
out to the runway and were
airborne at 6:56 AM. We
formed over the base at 5,000
ft and at 7:50 AM we headed
east over the Channel and
across Belgium climbing to our
bombing altitude of 25,000 ft on
course. Once over the Ruhr
Valley we headed north-east to
our target. We came on our |.P.
at 10:50 AM and ...

91st BGMA - Aug. 2015

Dt Apeil 20, 1S

I8 s 1w Ax"anrw IIY:Q-‘I & ey 4 ER e 4.2,*- v 4
: Ty P - & oS i ) o .
Shap: TNy GNEN T | PR Lop ol crke Ao oalrivadion: st s

Lore }". ,£ /\’?.’Id,'- «"4'
2773 3000 gl o 2o i A ®, g
e Vaead P .//_ ’.y “a«/’»g
o o /" L4 '\:'4 ~ .‘./‘v(/»"'/, W, t’.”z';‘/ o
WV ke ekl ot

// JAT’# - (i

e

lasH gy it Tingla i b AR, caoual Jrrto oo couls oo Mg
7 /;;“J!/ andl "‘;‘/)'//’ e £ BT E B .!vf/ Lhace . A" R .MIQ( ‘;/b-
s ‘

o0t et S P et
Y, i it ks Sl Y TR
I A A A A
'fﬂ/470/~(’./”~" . Jw’/«‘-

e e 2han f_«.'t/,f,,:f,/"zw.a/ p

1 Tl o atd y P Lrentat Ty
reee. ~%4"&Q«%@M
o st VT At -’;E-"y)f dec.
P o madh PTLAD BE i

'-Ar( .

—— e

Heavi e
Heavies Strike
At Rails Again
Mor§ tham 800 heavy bombers of the
8th Air Force, shielded’ by.- the . samie .
number of ﬁ&ncx_s. continued . the offen-
Sive againste Germian “supply lines aad

communica{ions syesterday “when - they )
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| thrust into the area of the German capital,

arhalvs sece .4,.[_,,,__ “4‘/'7/;'4..

~ ” . .
TR, if-?{_./- Vo o - et ol o g i
~ -";fx..‘,.’ - /W, ;.‘*'/_{”__e‘ e ,‘/A-{/:‘-,.
;‘-'M’\‘-;‘,‘e" v, ;{f«. ) L
A o

Ay Rnol gy AR P, S

/{7/;/ csse PBe o e P v Ahas ke, '.ﬁn rinnl # Aeghl gt ton i
. % - / ', »

<f‘: v f.é( PR 74«%“""_‘ ‘ 2 )44 » ,6!_.«‘/ el '(% gy Ry
Lot nolioe foong, LBsrvasis wole 3.

;IM(‘;-} Ao
,:4( ‘_gw/ Py =7 AR LR Rt

Heavies Strike =5
% : f At Rails Again (Smosvss
Retyeene ,JJM«/ & it |

Y G s

EV R 2 pobac

I g AL AAdmoc /“40/ //&(4(¢,_
Pt "

Zilee .

‘:{’4" e &Li?.w’?'
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One bomber, however, failed to- return,
The . 355th- Mustang ; Group, which’

on the; ground to_Jead “the-8th-in this
depardment, bamcd;scv‘r‘gn-MclO_‘?s in.the,
et R P

Nauen,  Wuster-'
Onanienberg: ‘

At the same time, anotber-force of 200’
‘Liberators attacked rails at Muhldos!; 45
miles ‘cast of Munich ; Zweisel and: lrren- |
lohe,” niear the Czech bo
Klotavy, in Czechoslovakia. Both. forces
« bad, excellent “weather all the wayy-only
- ‘mcager, flak. and no’ fighter- opposition.

rder; and‘ at!

planes destroyed-

—

... started on our bomb run,
and at 11:00 AM we
dropped ten 500 Ib GPs on
our target. Lt. Finck lead
the 1st Division over the
target and as usual hit it
pinpoint. We encountered
no flak or fighters although
it was
fighters, as it was a thick
haze and heavy contrails.
We then made a right turn
and headed for home over
the same route. This milk

run finished Lt.

ideal weather for

Stevens and Johnnie
Dean up. So Map
and Crain have one
more to go and |
have three. We
arrived back at the
base E.T.A.14:30 PM.



Date: April 21, 1945

33rd Mission: Munich

Ship: « Rhapsody in Red »
#959

We got up Saturday
morning at 3:00 AM and
ate breakfast, then got our
guns and flying equip,
loaded it on the truck, and
went on out to the ship.
There, Lt. Moore briefed us
on our target, which was
the marshaling yards in
Munich, Germany. Then got
on the ship and started
engines at 5:55 AM and at 6:10
AM we taxied out to the
runway. At 6:30 AM we were
airborne and climbed to 5,000 ft
and headed east across the
Channel to France, climbing to
8,000 ft on course. We formed
over Paris at 8,000 ft and
headed south-east to Munich
climbing to bombing altitude of
25,000 ft. The weather was
very bad and thick all the way
over. ...
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Sth Inactive After
an\ug Munich

8th Inactive Af ter
Su'lkmg Mumch

Encountering advclsg wcalhcr but no i
enemy planes, approximately 350 8th Air
Force lomcsscs, accompanied by about
400 Mustangs and_ Thunderbolts, Satur-

day bombed rail yalds at Munich and’®
Ingolstadt and an air field at Landsberg,
30 miles west of Munich, while Kiel was
au::ckcd by RM‘ Mosmu(os Saturday
night

Bombmiwas donc through solid cloud
except ‘at Landsberg, where some-bom-
bardiers glifpsed-the targét..§ix: Borbers

Jare, mnssmg, but all ﬁgh! rctumcd
:s'\fcly 2 H'S

Thére were no: opcrat!ons rcported by

! 't he ' the 8th ycs(crdny

. And as we neared the
target we had to climb on up
to 30,000 ft, and hit our I.P at
10:30 AM and started on our
bomb run, and at 10:40 AM
we dropped twenty-four 250
Ib bombs, by instrument, on
the target. There was
moderate flack but too far
below us to do any harm. So
we then headed for home
and arrived ETR15:30 PM.
Crain and Ludwick finished
their tour today, leaving me
with two to go and Sgt.
Soeller three.



Date: April 25, 1945
34th Mission: Pilsen Gech
Ship: « Extra Special » #900

We got up Wednesday
morning at 1:45 AM and ate
breakfast, got our guns and
necessary flying equip and
loaded it on the truck, and
went on out to the ship.
There, Lt. Moyer briefed us
for our target, which was the
airfield at Pilsen,
Czechoslovakia. Then we
climbed aboard and started
engines at 5:35 AM and at
5:45 AM we taxied out to the
runway., and were airborne
at 5:57 AM. We formed over
the field at 5,000 ft and
headed east over the
Channel over France and
when we reached the Rhine
we started to climb on course
to our bombing altitude of
21,500 ft. This was my first
mission as a ...
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... tail gunner. At 10:27 AM
we hit our |.P. and started on
our bomb run right into a
heavy and accurate barrage
of flak, over the target, and
at 10:31 AM we dropped
twenty 250 Ib bombs on the
airfield. Just at that time
three ships got shot down
from under us. Lt. Wallard
had n° 2 engine shot out,
everyone was getting hit. |
had quite a few holes in my
position, and | honestly
thought this would be my last
one. After bombs away,
came to find out Lt. Col.
Klette still had his bombs, so
he did a 360° turn over the
target to drop his bombs, so
we thought sure we would
get it this time, as the first
was too close, but we
followed on through and to
our surprise without any
wounded but plenty ...



of holes. So we then
headed for home. All told
there were sixteen ships
went down. But our whole
group got back to the base
safely with plenty of battle
damage and a few wounded.
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We got here E.T.R. 13:55
PM. And once more | thank
the good Lord for seeing us
through. | am now sweating

out my last mission.

Allies Bomb
Berchtesgaden

= Hitler’s - -Bavarian redoubl trembled
under Allicd bombs yesterday as both $th
-Alr Force and'. RAF «-heavy “ bombers
roared deep into southern Germany 1o .
blast Bcrchtn?\dm and .arcas within 25
flm.llcs north of the Fuchrer's mountain
! Jair. . -

- Some 250 Libcrators of a force of
r.afptoxunqlcly 550 US. bombers Jaic-
‘high explosives on railway targets in four |
localities near the mountain  hideout, -
- while' two separate forces of RAF Lan- |
‘castérs, ‘some Carrying- six-ton bombs, |
iattacked Hitler's refuge and SS barracks
Lin. the town itsell, The Lancasters, of
which two arc missing, were escoited ‘by
‘Mustangs of the 8th and of RAF Fighter !
COmRNGS' o 753wt L e
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Mcanwhile, more than 300 Fortresses’

of the 8th bombed the- Skoda armament

works and an airfield in Pilsen,” Czecho-
slovakia, in’ what “was described as the
first Allied raid ‘made” after” & “specific’
forewarning from SHAEF., ~Before the
bombers hit their targets SHAEF - broad-
cast to slave workers iy the Skoda. plant
to “get out and stay out,” for bombers:
were on their way to blast the factorics.
U.S. airmen reported hot barrages of
flak but no enemy air opposition, although
one Nazi jet plane was shot down in.
combit by part of the force of over 500
Mustangs which provided cover for both
missions. -Sixteen,. bombers - and- three
fighters failed to retum, -~ :
Heavies of the 15th Air Force povaded
the main station and ‘railway yords at’
Linz, the most imporiant communications,
center keft in Austria, while Ttaly-bascd
Thunderbolts ranged over northern lwnly
to bomb and strafe encmy supply. columns:
ahead of the advanag: Sth.ond Sth
Armes, P v SRR K g
- Medism. bombers and_ fightér.bombers
of the-2nd TAF. also -hit._in"support of
ground- forees,. hammeripgfortificd posi-
tions. inside Bremoen. - L T

this articlo.that prom v
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Rad' your “readers in" on - the' receyd. - Ith 110 mitsions, and’ the  bther

- that " gog establighed; * )"/ 5quadrons in. the. groap have three

77 M/ Sgt. Rollin’ L. *Davis bas. beea . 0% ships ranging from 107 to’s 18,
Crew: Chief on “this ship since we . . ¥Mch gives us 3 total of six from this -
feceived it in  thiv s Bombardment CT0UP lone which we think s &'
" Sq'““hw “:Ftblual{ 25, 1044 with pretty podd recond, A Aty
37:00 hoars on It. * It has, to date, ' /- I 490 enclosing a picture of " gog * b
i completod 136 mi ;without. an .~ 00 crew. Thoy are: left to right— -
(Mboct of any: kind, mever failing to' + M/Set. Davis of Mides, Texas,. Cpl. |
" attack and ‘has dro a ha’ of - Radert Detwiler of Pottstown, Pa:. |

62,000 péands on - the « Charles H. Huffman of Migsqula.

ey Tt now has a total of 1329 00 L1 Sgt. . Ndward Liscols  of
X % Onit, and duriug this thme it Ml Me., and Sgt.
/19 eagine ¢ i4 wing - Wallace i Sopthard - ‘of . Hender~
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Air Big ‘Hel
Air Big ‘Help:
By Jim Russell
Stars and Suripes Salf Wrier '
THIS was a war in which the airplane reached its greatest
ascendancy, in which were developed fully the potentialitics
born of the lumbering bombers and strut-w‘islling fighters of
World War L, The air forces became the strong right arm of the
men fighting below—blazing a rubbled path for the steel of
land armies ; fending off encmy air blows designed 1o stop
the driving doughboys ; reaching far into the foe's homeland
to hit him where it hurt most—cutting ofl his food and fucl
and ammunition, destroying his weapons after he had made
them or while he was making them.
In the last analysis, it wag the doughfoot who delivered the
final blow, who stood toe-to-toe and slugged it out with the
cnemy. Nobody denies that the final victory in all wars depends

on the fighting qualities of the foot-soldicr. But this was a
war won by team-work and the Air Force played its part

to the hilt; paid for it in blood—the blood of over 50,000
a‘eq lost in blistering baftles over the Nazi fortress that was
ope.

- From a small beginning on Aug. 17, 1942, when a squadron
of 12 Forlresses laid their bombs on a railroad terminus in
; Rouen, France, the' might of U.S. air forces grew to massive
smporliou, measured in fleets of thousands of bombers and
fighters and thousands of tons of bombs. Wingtip to winglip
'w':l‘:) Allied fliers, U.S. aitmen ground the mighly Webrmacht
a
vincible Luftwafle to a stingless, small group of planes.

To the 8th and 1Sth Air Forces, along with Bomber Com-
mand of the RAF, went the task of crippling the Axis by
desteoying the weapons with which it waged its war. And fo

¢ the 9th and 12th Air Forces wag assigned the job_of tactical
, slicing the enemy's supply lines, breaking his

. Aarmored (hrusts, clearing’ the way for the opening Allicd

| pooche.
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German industry to a powder and reduced the once in- '

‘  But the greatest phase of the air war began in January, 1944,
- When the now fully-grown 8th and I5th Air Forces combined '
‘1o form the United States Strategic Air Force and wield an '
aerial sledgehammer that softened Germany from the core out '
- and opencd the gates for the most momentous invasion in his-
. fory. The thundering blows of the Fortresses and Libetators
strangled the Reich from within. . R
~_ With a great industrial potential and a still mighty army
within its forfress, Germany knew what was coming and
what was at stake. The Luftwaffe was still strong, too, and .
. in.the winter of 1943 German aircraft plants stuck to only a
“nominal production of bombers, turning out fighters by the |
thousands. The Luft waffe was brislling for action when the big
blows began, » ' s ' BRI P S WO
On Jan. 11, 1944, over 650 heavics of the 8th struck at aircraft |
plants in Germany to precipitate one o the fiercest air battles.
ever. fought. Sixty bombers and five tighters were lost, but the |
D.S: fighters and bomber-gunners took a toll of 243, Huas.. . |

»“That was the beginning of the end for thé Luftwaffe. In the |
Jast week of February, 608 Nazi. planes were dowaed in aerial °
combar as the bombers hit aircraft factories in nine:German
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Strategic bombing by Allied Air Forces, o;
;ioses[y. against German industry for mor:

Al wagospp:itle_l:s“allu .,,;.,‘22‘,‘:.‘;‘}' . | Tuesday, May 8, 1945
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Never far from his heart, this is the picture
of his daughter, Betty, that Nelvin Coupe
carried on every mission, ...

... and the picture of himself he sent to
her.
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«Q extends the gratitude of the Q

UNITED STATES
ARMY AIE FORCES

NELYIE F COUSE 23 807 71A  Staff Sepoeant

Whose wholeheatted and Sincete sotviced contributed
t the Successful prosecction of World War Il against those
who Sought T subjugate the civiliged world.
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Qe mplags Osters

MISSIONS OVER GERMANY
Green marker on the left: Bassingbourn, England
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A PATRIOTIC FAMILY

As so many other families, the Coupe family did what had to be done to help.
Along with Nelvin Coupe (center), his twin brother Arthur Coupe (left) in the
Military Police, and their younger brother Joseph Coupe (right) in an Army
Tank Destroyer Battalion were also in the European Theater of Operations at
the same period.
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91st BOMB GROUP MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

http://www.91stbombgroup.com
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