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INTRODUCTORY NOTE BY TRANSCRIBER

We present here, for your pleasure, the war diary of S/Sgt. Nelvin Coupe. His notes span from mid December 1944 to the end of April 
1945. These are the closing months of the war in Europe. In December 1945 most of France is liberated and the allied troops are moving 
in on the enemy from both sides. But the Germans are not giving up yet; the Battle of the Bulge ( from December 16 to January 25) will 
be a proof of this. Every yard must be fought for.

In the air, the allies are really the masters, but the dangers remain. As the German territory is shrinking their defenses are concentrating. 
Flak guns are being pulled back and repositioned on all the strategic targets, adding to the guns already there. Although the USAAF does 
not get the massive enemy fighter attacks anymore, the dangers from the flak are worst than ever. 

Compared to the first of the 8th Air Force crews who « only » had to do 25 missions to complete a tour, Nelvin Coupe and his brothers in 
arm had to fly 35 missions. Survival rates were getting better but all you needed was one direct hit from a flak gun to down a plane and 
lose 9 men. Every ship lost had a tremendous impact on the remaining crews. They would come back to base, that they called home, to 
face empty rooms where good pals used to be. Welcoming replacement crews became difficult. They didn’t want to make new friends 
they might lose the next day.

These diaries are precious for their historical and emotional value. Historically they bring many details and information often difficult to 
come by for researchers. Emotionally they shine a light on the hardship represented by air combat over Europe during the Second World 
War.

Dear reader, if you have diaries, letters, pictures, movies or any other document from a veteran, please consider scanning them and 
sharing them with us and all those who want to learn about the accomplishments of all these courageous men. Conservation is also one 
of the duties we have for future generations. So please feel free to contact us and we will advise you on the best way to share your 
documents. All contact information can be found on our website : http://www.91stbombgroup.com .

The diary and photos presented here were contributed by Betty Fox, daughter of Nelvin Coupe. S/Sgt. Coupe used to carry a baby 
picture of her with him during his missions.
The 91st BGMA thanks Betty and her husband George Fox preserving and sharing these historical family documents.

Patrick Milward
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http://www.91stbombgroup.com
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Lt. Emerson crew
91st BG - 324th Bomb Sqr

S/Sgt. Nelvin Coupe
(second row, first from the right)
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Date: Dec 11, 1944
1st Mission: Frankfort
Ship: « Yankee Gal » #844

W e g o t u p S a t u r d a y 
morning at 4:00 AM and ate 
breakfast. At 5:00 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
which was the marshaling 
y a r d s a t F r a n k f u r t , 
Germany. After briefing we 
went to the armament shop, 
and dried off our guns, and 
loaded them in the truck. 
Then proceeded to the 
equipment hut to get our 
necessary flying equipment 
and loaded it on the truck, 
then drove on out to the 
ship. We loaded our guns 
and equip on the ship, then 
taxied out to the runway, 
and took off at 8:00AM. We 
formed over Bassingbourn 
at 8,000ft. We then flew 
south to Eastbourne, across 
the Chanel …

… to Dieppe, France, to the 
target at Frankfurt. We 
bombed the marshal ing 
yards at Frankfurt with twelve 
500lb bombs at 11:26 AM by 
P.F.F. We encountered very 
little flak, in fact only five 
bursts could be seen. None 
of the ships in our group 
were hit or lost. We then 
loaded back for home, and 
arrived at the field E.T.A. 
16:00 PM. There were 1600 
ships participated in the raid. 
It was considered a «  Milk 
Run  », as they call such a 
mission.
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Date: Dec 12, 1944
2nd Mission: Merseburg
Ship: «  The Ruptured 
Duck » #205

We g o t u p Tu e s d a y 
morning at 4:00 AM and 
ate breakfast. At 5:35 AM 
we were briefed for our 
target, which was the 
Leuna synthetic oil plant 
n e a r M e r s e b u r g , 
Germany. After briefing we 
went to the armament 
shop, and dried our guns, 
then loaded them in the 
truck. Then proceeded to 
the equipment hut, to get 
ou r necessa ry fly ing 
equipment and loaded it 

on the truck, then drove on 
out to our ship. We loaded 
our guns and equip on the 
ship, then taxied out to the 
runway, and took off at 
8:00AM. We formed over 
Bassingbourn at 15,000ft 
above a heavy overcast. 
We then flew south …
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… to Eastbourne, across 
the Channel to France, 
and to Merseburg going 
by the way of Frankfurt. 
We dropped twelve 500lb 
bombs on the Leuna 
synthetic oil plant near 
Merseburg at 11:40 AM 
by P.F.F. We encountered 
quite a bit of flak all 
around us, 88 mil. and 
105 mil., although the flak 
was very inaccurate and 
we had no loses in our 
group, a couple of hits. 
O u t o f t h e 1 , 2 5 0 
fortresses we lost nine. 
We then headed back for 
home and passing over 
Frankfurt we encountered 
light flak with no hits. We 
arrived at the field E.T.A. 
15:30. It was our first 
mission in our own ship 
and our own full crew.
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Bombs away !
Nelvin F. Coupe collection
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Date: Dec 18, 1944
3rd Mission: Cologne
Ship: 964

We got up Monday morning 
a t 6 : 1 5 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. At 7:15 AM we 
were briefed as a screening 
f o r c e o v e r C o l o g n e , 
Germany. After briefing we 
went to the armament shop, 
and dried our guns, then 
loaded them on our truck. 
Then proceeded to the 
equipment hut, to get our 
necessary flying equipment 
and put it on our truck, then 
drove on out to our ship. We 
loaded our guns and equip 
on the ship, then taxied out 
to the runway, and took off 
at 9:56AM. We formed over 
Bassingbourn at 15,000ft, 
and 11 AM headed across 
the Channel to Belgium, to 
Cologne. We were carrying 
a load of fifty-four …

… cartons of chaff, which 
we started letting out at 
1:05 PM over the target at 
34,000 f t a l t i tude and 
finished throwing chaff at 
1:40 PM. This chaff was to 
screen the other fortresses 
behind us from the flak. 
Be fo re the ta rge t the 
trousers to my heated suit 
went out. My legs and 
buttocks became very cold 
and started to go num. I 
knew I was starting to get 
f r o s t - b i t e a s t h e 
temperature was 60° below 
0° centigrade, but I stuck to 
my position till we reached 
the middle of the English 
Channel, then I got up from 
my position. I went into the 
radio room and laid down 
by the heater and my legs 
…
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… started to pain terrible. 
Then  Ganz and Ludwick 
came and gave treatment to 
my legs. I finally stood all I 
could and Ganz noticed I 
was starting to breakdown 
and he gave me pure 
oxygen and it straightened 
me out and I felt better. 
After forty-five minutes of 
w o r k i n g o n m y l e g s , 
circulation started and they 
got better, although they 
were sore til the next day. 
We arrived back at the field 
E.T.A. 15:15 safely. This 
was really a «  milk run  » 
and my first taste of frost-
bite. 
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Date: Dec 28, 1944
4 t h M i s s i o n : B o n n 
(Remagen)
Ship: «  The Ruptured 
Duck » #205

We got up Thurdsay 
morning at 6:25 AM and 
ate breakfast. At 7:25 AM 
we were briefed for our 
target , which was a 
bridge at Bonn, Germany. 
After briefing we went to the 
armament shop, and dried 
our guns, and loaded them 
on our truck. Then we 
proceeded to the equipment 
hut, to get our necessary 
flying equipment and put it 
on the truck, then drove on 
out to our ship. We loaded 
our guns and equip on the 
ship, then taxied out to the 
runway, and took off at 
9:40AM. We formed over 
Bassingbourn at 15,000ft. 
We then flew East over the 
Channel and over Brussels, 
Belgium, to the target at 
Bonn. We bombed the 
bridge at 1:20PM altitude …

… of 22,500 ft, with two 
2,000lb and two 1,000 lb 
b o m b s , b y P F F. W e 
encountered very little flak 
and no fighters. We arrived 
home ETA time at 16:30 
without any loss or damage 
to any of our ships. There 
1,200 ships participated in 
the raid. When landing we 
were surprised to find Lt. 
Wescott’s crew  sweating us 
out, and boy we sure were 
happy to see them. They 
now have ten missions in.
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Date: Jan 10, 1945
5 t h M i s s i o n : C o l o g n e 
(Osthein)
Ship: « The Ruptured Duck » 
#205

We got up Tuesday morning 
a t 5 : 1 5 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. At 6:15 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
the airfield at Cologne, 
Germany. After briefing we 
went to the armament shop, 
and dried our guns, and 
loaded them on the truck. 
Then proceeded to the 
equipment hut and got our 
necessary flying equipment 
and put it on the truck, then 
drove on out to the ship. We 
loaded our guns and equip 
on the ship and waited til taxi 
time. We taxied out to the 
runway, and took off at 10:04 
AM. We assembled over the 
field at 18,000ft, then …

… headed across the 
Channel to the target. We 
crossed by way of Belgium. 
We started our bomb run at 
1:00 PM and dropped thirty-
eight 100lb G.P. bombs. We 
missed the airfield by one 
minute due to malfunction 
of the bomb bay, and the 
salvo switch was frozen. 
There was quite a bit of flak 
over the target as it was 
visual. There were quite a 
few hits but not bad enough 
to bring them down. We had 
no hits on our ship although 
they were mighty close. We 
then headed back over 
Belgium for home. We …
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… had no fighter escort at all 
so we really sweated it out. 
We arrived E.T.R. 15:30 PM 
and landed at 16:04 PM. 
This mission was not a milk-
r u n i n m y 
estimation. The 
temperature was 
50° below zero 
t h e w h o l e 
mission.

Date: Jan 15, 1945
6th Mission: Munich
Ship: « The Ruptured Duck » 
#205

We got up Monday morning 
a t 4 : 4 5 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. At 5:45 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
which was an airfield near 
Munich. After briefing we 
went to the armament shop, 
and dried our guns, and 
loaded them on the truck. 
Then we went to the equip 
hut and got our necessary 
flying equipment and drove 
out to the ship. We loaded 
our guns and equip on the 
ship and waited for taxi time. 
We taxied out to the runway, 
and took off at 8:30 AM. We 
assembled over the field at 
6,000ft, then …
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1945 Formation on January 15th mission to Munich, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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… headed for the target 
over the Channel and 
France. Near fighting lines* 
we started cl imbing to 
bombing altitude which was 
24,000 ft. We hit the I.P. at 
12:06 PM and started on the 
bomb run. We dropped ten 
500 lb navy bombs on the 
airfield at Munich at 12:25 
PM. We had to bomb PFF 
through a low overcast. We 
were briefed for quite a few 
fighters but we did not see 
the enemy fighters and to 
our surprise no flak at all. 
We had a fighter escort of 
about 650 P-51s. We then 
headed back for home over 
the Alps mountains over …

* Note from the transcriber: the allied 
forces have reached Alsace in the 
east of France. The Ardennes are 
back in allied hands and Belgium is 
almost completely liberated.

… France and arrived here 
at the field E.T.R. time 15:45 
PM. We arr ived safe ly 
w i t h o u t a n y d a m a g e 
whatever.
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LOADING LIST FOR JANUARY 17th, 1945, MISSION
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Date: Jan 17, 1945
7th Mission: Paderborn
Ship: «  The Ruptured 
Duck » #205

We got up Wednesday 
morning at 5:50 AM and ate 
breakfast. At 6:50 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
which was the marshaling 
y a r d s a t P a d e r b o r n , 
Germany. After briefing we 
went to the armament shop, 
and dried our guns, and 
loaded them on the truck. 
Then proceeded to the 
equip hut and got our 
necessary flying equipment, 
then drove out to the ship. 
We loaded our guns and 
equip on the ship, then 
started engines at 8:52 AM. 
We started taxiing at 9:00 
AM and took off at 9:25 AM. 
We assembled over the 
field at 15,000ft, then …
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… we headed over the 
North Sea to Holland on to 
the target at Paderborn. We 
encountered light flak first 
as we passed over the 
Dutch coast. We arrived at 
the I.P.* at 12:30 PM and 
started our bomb run, and 
dropped ten 500lb demos** 
on the marshaling yards at 
Paderborn at 12:45 PM. 
Bombed by PFF due to low 
overcast. We encountered 
no flak or enemy fighters 
over the target although we 
were briefed for heavy flack 
or plenty of enemy fighters. 
W e t h e n f o r m e d a n d 
headed back over Holland 
for home. We arrived at the 
field ETR 16:00 PM. We all 
a r r i ved sa fe ly w i thou t 
d a m a g e o r m i s s i n g 
whatever.

Notes from the transcriber:
* Initial Point
** demolition bombs are highly 
explosive devices ment to cause 
maximum damage on the surface.
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Date: Jan 28, 1945
8th Mission: Cologne
Ship: «  The Ruptured 
Duck » #205

We got up Sunday morning 
a t 5 : 0 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. At 6:00 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
which was the Hohenzollern 
road and rail bridge at 
Cologne, Germany. After 
briefing we went to the 
armament shop, and got our 
guns, and loaded them on 
the truck. Then we went to 
the equip hut and got our 
necessary flying equipment, 
then drove out to the ship. 
We loaded our guns and 
equip on the ship, then 
started engines at 8:30 AM. 
We started to taxi at 8:45 
AM and aborted at 9:00 AM 
due to failure of n°1 engine. 
We then transferred to the 
standby ship of the 322nd 
Squadron which …

… was the «  Red Wing  » 
#88. We took off at 9:10 AM 
and formed over the field at 
15,000 ft, then headed over 
t h e C h a n n e l t h r o u g h 
Belgium to our target. We 
started our bomb run, and 
never opened the bomb bay 
doors and tripped the salvo 
switch releasing the bombs 
at 11:45 AM, five minutes 
before target. The rest of 
the formation bombed the 
target visually at 11:50 with 
five 1,000 lb bombs. We 
encountered heavy flak, one 
bursting right beside me 
hitting the left wing of the 
ship to my right. The flak 
was very accurate but 
caused little damage.After 
the target we headed north 
and stayed in Germany 
another hour, trying …
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… to bring out enemy 
fighters, which did not 
succeed. We then headed 
West over Holland and the 
North Sea, then we hit the 
English coast and arrived at 
the field E.T.R. 14:50 PM.

Date: Jan 29, 1945
9th Mission: Coblenz
Ship: «  The Ruptured 
Duck » #205

We got up Monday morning 
a t 4 : 0 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. At 5:00 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
which was the marshaling 
yards of Coblenz. Then we 
went to the armament shop, 
and put our guns on the 
truck. Then we went to the 
equip hut and got our 
necessary flying equipment, 
then drove out to the ship. 
We loaded our guns and 
equip on the ship, then 
started engines at 7:30 AM. 
We started to taxi at 7:45 
AM, then started take-off at 
8:12 AM. We had almost 
got the wheels off the 
runway  and n°2 engine 
caught fire, and Lt. Stevens 
saw it and cut the throttles 
back and applied the …
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1945 Formation on January 29th mission to Coblenz, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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… brakes and we came to a 
halt at the end of the runway, 
and taxied on out to the 
dispersal area and the fire 
dept. was there to take care 
of the engine. We were then 
sent to the standby ship of 
the 401st Squadron, #144 
Jezebel. We started engines 
again at 8:30 AM and taxied 
at 8:44 AM. We took off at 
8:50 AM and formed over the 
field at 12,000 ft. We then 
headed out over the North 
Sea, over Hol land into 
Germany. We hit our I.P. at 
11:38 AM. We had a bomb 
load of ten 500 lb bombs and 
two 500 lb incendiary. We 
went on further south and 
headed west over France, over 
the Channel and home. We 
arrived at the field E.T.R. 14:30 
PM. The flak was moderate 
and there was no damage to 
our ship. There was one ship 
out of our squadron hit the 
deck, at the I.P. That are still 
missing.
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LOADING LIST FOR JANUARY 30th, 1945
BUT THE SQUADRON WAS PROBABLY STOOD DOWN
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Date: Feb 6, 1945
10th Mission: Dresden
Ship: « Lewd Angel » #775

We got up at 4:00 AM 
Tuesday morning and ate 
breakfast. At 5:00 AM we 
were briefed for our target, 
which was industrial targets 
near Dresden. After briefing 
we went to the armament 
shop, and dried our guns 
and loaded them on the 
truck. Then we went and got 
o u r n e c e s s a r y fl y i n g 
equipment, and drove out to 
the ship. We loaded our guns 
and equip on the ship and 
started number one engine 
at 7:25 AM, and taxied at 
7:30 AM. We then took off at 
7:52 AM and formed over the 
field at 12,000 ft. Then we 
headed northeast across the 
North Sea to occupied 
Holland. We hit the Dutch 
coast near Aikmaan …

… at 14,000 ft and we 
encountered moderate and 
accurate flak. Two ships of 
our Squadron got direct hits 
and turned back. We then 
proceeded on to Dresden, 
and got reports of heavy 
overcast, so we decided to 
pick put a visual target at 
random. We made a turn on 
a small town named Gotha, 
and started our bomb run at 
11:35 AM and we dropped 
ten 500 lb bombs on the 
marshaling yards, and we 
had some very good hits. 
Some of them hit quite a few 
homes around the yards, so 
we still had a good target 
and did a good job of it. We 
then tu rned fo r home, 
encountering no opposition 
of any kind over the target. 
About …
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… h a l f w a y b a c k w e 
encountered more moderate 
flak also accurate. We 
arrived back at the field 
safely without loss of any 
ships, but most fortresses 
were damaged including 
ours. We had six hits, and 
one with my name on it right 
by the turret. We landed 
E.T.A. 16:00 PM.

Date: Feb 7, 1945
Canceled Miss ion: Ruhr 
Valley
Ship:  « Hey Daddy » #036

We got up at 4:15 AM and ate 
breakfast. At 5:15 AM we were 
briefed for our target, which 
was coke mine in the Ruhr 
Valley. We got our guns and 
proceeded to to ship and 
loaded it. Stations was 6:55 
AM, but moved up two hours 
due to weather. We started  n
°1 engine at 9:18 AM, taxied 
at 9:25 AM and took off at 
9:53 AM. We formed over the 
field at 20,000 ft and headed 
over the Channel to France. 
Halfway across the Channel 
we were forced back due to 
clouds rising as high as 
3 8 , 0 0 0 f t w h i c h w a s 
impossible to go through or 
over. We then headed back 
for the field and landed at 
14:10 PM. This did not count 
as a mission.    Weather
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1945 Formation on February 9th mission to Paderborn, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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Date: Feb 9, 1945
11th Mission: Paderborn 
(Altenbecken)
Ship:  «  Ruptured Duck  » 
#205

We got up Friday morning at 
5:40 AM and ate breakfast. 
At 6:40 AM we were briefed 
for our target, which was an 
aqueduct in a small town, 
eight miles south-west of 
P a d e r b o r n , G e r m a n y. 
W e t h e n w e n t t o t h e 
armament and dried our 
guns, and got our flying 
equip, loaded it on the truck 
and went out to the ship. We 
loaded the ship and started 
engines at  8:55 AM, and 
taxied at 9:00 AM. We took 
off at 9:30 AM and formed 
over the field at 10,000 ft. 
We then headed across the 
Channel to France and to 
the target. We hit the I.P. at 
11:48 AM and started on our 
bomb …

… run, and we dropped six 
1,000 lb bombs at 12:10 
PM. We encountered no 
flak or fighters at all. The 
last group over the target 
was hit hard by enemy 
fighters but all the ships 
came through. We headed 
north through Germany 
then west over Holland, 
and then the North Sea to 
home. We arrived at the 
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1945 - February 15th mission to Dresden, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - February 15th mission to Dresden, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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Date: Feb 15, 1945
12th Mission: Dresden
Ship:  «  Ruptured Duck  » 
#205

We got up 5:00 AM and ate 
breakfast, then went to the 
armement shop and got our 
g u n s , a l s o o u r fl y i n g 
equipment and loaded it on 
the truck. We then went out 
to the ship and loaded our 
equip on. Then Lt. Emerson 
briefed us on our target 
which was the marshaling 
yards at Dresden. We started 
n°1 engine at 7:20 AM and 
started to taxi at 7:26 AM. 
We then took off at 7:45 AM 
and formed over the field at 
7,000 ft. We headed north-
east across the North Sea 
over Holland to Germany. 
We hit the I.P. at 12:10 PM 
and started on our bomb run, 
and dropped eighteen100 lb 
bombs on the target at 12:25 
PM. We then …

… h e a d e d f o r h o m e , 
encountering very inaccurate 
flak away from the target. For 
some unknown reason the 
flak was at least a mile off 
our right. So we had no 
damage to our ship or any in 
the group. So we all arrived 
home safely. E.T.R. 15:15 
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Date: Feb 16, 1945
13th Mission: Essen
Ship:  «  Ruptured Duck  » 
#205

We got up at 7:40 AM Friday 
morning and ate breakfast. 
Then went and got our guns 
and flying equip, loaded the 
things on the truck and went 
on out to the ship. After, we 
loaded the guns and equip 
on the ship, Lt. Emerson 
briefed us on our target 
which was the benzol plants 
south of Essen. We started n
°1 engine at 9:56 AM and 
taxied 10:10 AM. We were 
airborne at 10:26 AM and 
climb through the fog to our 
forming altitude of 17,000 ft. 
We then headed north-east 
over the North Sea, Holland 
and into Germany. We hit our 
I.P. at 13:39 PM and started 
our bomb run. Our target …

… was visual so we had a 
barrage of flak over the 
target area, right in our path, 
with no possible means of 
avoiding it. We came over 
the target into the flak and 
dropped twelve 500lb bombs 
on the benzol plant. Three 
ships went down over the 
target in flames that we know 
of. Our ship itself was getting 
hit badly. A piece of flak 
missed the navigator, one 
piece lodged in the copilot 
seat, flak in the radio room, 
one glanced off my turret, 
several hits in the tail and 
also our left wing tanks were 
hit, causing us to lose 
around 200 gal. of badly 
needed gas for our return. 
So we feathered n°4 engine 
and the gas stopped coming 
out. We were under accurate 
flak fire …
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… for about thirteen minutes. 
Our hits on the target were 
direct, as it was visual and 
we could see the hits, and 
when we left Essen was up 
in smoke and flames. On our 
return home groups of B-24s 
passed under us on their 
way to the same target area, 
which should about wiped 
the target off the map. So we 
arrived home safely E.T.R. 
16 :25 PM w i thou t any 
wounded, but plenty of battle 
damage to our ship and most 
all the others in our group. 
We had about ten flak holes 
to be repaired and a little 
damage on n°2 and n°4 
engines which will have to be 
fi x e d b e f o r e o u r n e x t 
mission. So this completes 
the 13th mission or 12B as 
we refer to it.
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Date: Feb 19, 1945
14th Mission: Dortmund
Ship:  #014

We got up at 7:55 AM and 
ate breakfast, then went to 
the armement shop and got 
our guns. Then to the equip 
hut and got our necessary 
flying equip and went on out 
to the ship. We loaded our 
guns and equip on the ship, 
and Lt. Emerson briefed us 
on our target, the marshaling 
yards in the center o f 
Dortmund, Germany. Started 
n°1 engine at 10:10 AM and 
started taxiing at 10:22 AM. 
We were airborne at 10:42 
AM and formed over the field 
at 18,000 ft and at 12:00 we 
headed north-east over the 
North Sea, over Holland on 
to Germany. At 13:39 PM we 
hit our I.P. and started on the 
bomb run. We …
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… came over the target and 
dropped twelve 500 lb GPs 
by PFF at 14:04 PM. There 
was 10/10 overcast over the 
target and due to the fact we 
were the first group over, we 
did not have any flak. The 
g r o u p s f o l l o w i n g o u r s 
encountered heavy flak, but 
no ships were lost to our 
knowledge. We then headed 
south through Germany, 
below Cologne, then headed 
west for home. Coming over 
t h e f r o n t l i n e s w e 
encountered light flak, with a 
few of our ships getting hits. 
Below us was a group of 
A-20s bombing the front 
lines, and they encountered 
a heavy barrage of flack, and 
at 14:35 one of the last 
A-20s in the group received 
a direct hit and burst into 
flames. After falling a few …

… thousand feet it exploded 
and went on down out of 
sight. We headed on home 
over Be lg ium, and the 

E n g l i s h 
Channel . We 
landed at our 
field ETR 17:25 
with slight battle 
damage, and 
n o l o s s o f 
p l a n e s . L t . 
Banner had the 
t i p s o f h i s 
fingers torn by 
flack but not too 
seriously.
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1945 Formation on February 19th mission to Dortmund, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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Date: Feb 21, 1945
15th Mission: Nuremburg
Ship:  Rhapsody in Red 
#959

We got up Wednesday 
morning at 4:20 AM and ate 
breakfast. We then went to 
the armement shop and got 
our guns, and flying equip and 
loaded it on the truck and went 
out to the ship. Then Lt. 
Emerson briefed us on our 
t a r g e t , w h i c h w a s t h e 
marshaling yards in the center 
of Nuremburg, Germany. We 
started engines at 7:02 AM and 
taxied to the runway at 7:08 
AM. At 7:55 AM we were 
airborne and climb to 17,000 ft 
and formed over the base. After 
forming we headed north-east 
over the North Sea to Holland 
on to our target in Germany. 
We hit our I.P. and started our 
bomb run at 12:16 PM. At 
12:39 PM we were over the 
target and dropped twelve 500 
lb bombs from 26,000 ft at …

… 12:39 PM. We bomb PFF 
through a heavy overcast and 
encountered no flak or enemy 
fighters. We then headed for 
home over the route coming 
over. We landed at the base 
E.T.R. 15:16 PM. 
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1945 - Formation - February 22nd mission to Stendal, Germany. 16th mission, not in diary.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 22nd mission to Stendal, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - February 22nd mission to Stendal, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe

Photo taken from inside the ball turret facing forward.
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Date: Feb 23, 1945
17th Mission: Memmingem
Ship:  Ruptured Duck  #205

We got up at 4:30 AM Friday 
morning and ate breakfast. 
Then we went and got our 
guns and flying equip and 
loaded it in the truck, and 
went out to the ship. Then Lt. 
Emerson briefed us on our 
target which was the same as 
yesterday only in the Leipzig 
area. There were to be three 
groups this time to each target 
and to bomb from 15,000 ft. We 
started engines at 6:55 AM and 
taxied out to the runway at 7:04 
AM. We were airborne at 7:32 
AM and formed over the base 
at 10,000 ft. Then headed 
north-east climbing on course 
to 17,000 ft over the North Sea. 
When we hit the Dutch coast 
we started our let down to 
15,000 ft over Germany. We 
had a very heavy overcast all 
the way and our briefed …
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1945 - Formation - February 23rd mission to Memmimgen, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 23rd mission to Memmimgen, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 23rd mission to Memmimgen, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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… target was covered also. 
So we headed south from 
the target to the Munich area 
which was visual. We pick 
out a visual target which was 
the city of Memmingen. We 
started our bomb run at 
12:42 PM and dropped 432, 
500 lb bombs on the city, 
blowing it to hell. I took good 
pictures of the bomb strikes , 
but the clouds came over the 
target, so I could not finish 
t h e p i c t u r e s . W e 
encountered no flak over the 
target so we headed west 
over the Alps toward France. 
O v e r t h e A l p s w e 
encountered flak quite often. 
Near the front lines they 
through up pretty accurate 
flak hitting our ship in the left 
wing. Quite a few of the 
sh ips in our fo rmat ion  
received battle damage but  
not seriously. We also had 
enemy fighters in our vicinity 
but none of …

… them came at us. We hit 
France and headed north 
west for home, and got near 
the French coast and found 
we did not have enough fuel 
to take us ac ross the 
Channel. So three or four 
ships, including ourselves 
were forced to land in 
Merville, France. We landed 
at 16:05 PM. They took us 
into Merville and stayed in a 
hotel that had been occupied 
by the Germans. Their 
drawings and sayings are 
still on the walls. We slept 
there that night and got up at 
7:30 AM Saturday morning 
and ate breakfast, then 
looked the town over for a 
couple of hours. We came 
back and got our trucks on 
out to the field. We took off at 
11: AM and headed on over 
the Channel for home. We 
landed here on the base at 
12:15 PM.
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Date: Feb 28, 1945
18th Mission: Schwerte
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up at 7:30 AM 
Wednesday morning, 
ate breakfast, then got 
our guns and flying 
equip and loaded it in 
the truck, and went out 
to the ship. Lt. Emerson 
briefed us on our target 
which was which was 
the marshaling yards at 
Schwerte, seven miles 
south of Dortmund. We 
started engines at 11:02 
AM and taxied out to the 
runway at  11:06 AM, at 
11:30 AM we were airborne 
and formed over the field at 
10,000 ft. After forming we 
h e a d e d e a s t o v e r t h e 
Channel on over France to 
Germany. When we were 
over the lines in Germany, 
we headed north to the …
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1945 - Formation - February 28th mission to Schwerte, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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1945 - Formation - February 28th mission to Schwerte, Germany.
Photo by Nelvin F. Coupe
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… target. We hit the I.P. at 
14:39 PM and started on our 
bomb run. At 14:54 we 
dropped sixteen 100 lb bomb 
, and two 500 lb incendiaries 
through heavy overcast, by 
instruments. We then turned 
around and headed back for 
home. We encountered very 
little flak and all arrived home 
safely at ETR 19:00 PM. We 
bombed from 25,000 ft.

Date: Mar 2, 1945
19th Mission: Chemnitz
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Friday morning at 
3:30 AM, ate breakfast, then 
got our guns and flying 
equip loaded it on the truck 
and went on out to the ship. 
Lt. Emerson briefed us on 
our target which was the city 
of Chemnitz, Germany. Our 
aiming point was the city as 
it was mostly industrial. We 
started engines at 5:50 AM 
and taxied out to the runway 
at 5:55 AM. At 6:15 AM we 
were airborne and formed 
over the field at 10,000 ft, 
and 7:30 AM we headed 
southeast over Dover, the 
Channel and on over France, 
climbing to  bombing altitude 
at 25,000 ft on course. At the 
f ron t l i nes we headed 
northeast to our target. We 
hit the I.P. at 10:10 AM and 
started …
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… on the bomb run. At 
10:24 AM we dropped 
twelve 500 lb bombs on the 
target, using instrument 
due to a heavy overcast. 
We encountered no flak, 
but on our turn back for 
home we were jumped by 
some enemy (blow-jobs) jet 
planes, but they did not get 
to us due to our fighter 
escort. To my knowledge 
none of our ships were 
knocked down or had any 
battle damage. We headed 
home back over the same 
route which we had taken 
on the way over. We arrived 
back home safely at 15:30 
PM.

Date: Mar 3, 1945
20th Mission: Chemnitz
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Saturday morning 
at 3:05 AM, ate breakfast, 
then got our guns and flying 
equip loaded it on the truck 
and went on out to the ship. 
Lt. Emerson briefed us on 
our target which was the 
same as yesterday, the 
industrial city of Chemnitz, 
Germany. At 5:09 AM we 
started engines and taxied on 
out to the runway at 5:33 AM. 
At 5:45 AM we were airborne 
and formed over the field at 
6,000 ft, then headed over the 
same route as yesterday to the 
target. We hit the I.P at 11:00 
AM and started on the bomb 
run. At 11:14 AM we dropped 
twelve 500 lb bombs on the 
target, by instruments through 
a heavy overcast. On the route 
over, passing Frankfurt, we 
received heavy and accurate 
flak, …
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… but had no battle damage 
to our group. Again we were 
hit by enemy fighters, and 
lost nineteen « bombs »* due 
to enemy action, on the 
return home. We arrived 
back to the base at ETR 
16:45 PM and landed with 
thirty gallons of gas in our 
tanks. We had no battle 
damage at all, due to the fact 
we led the division.

*note from transcriber: S/Sgt. Coupe 
is referring to the total of nineteen 
bombers lost by the USAAF 8th Air 
Force, as mentioned in the article.

Date: Mar 4, 1945
21st Mission: Ulm
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Sunday morning 
a t 4 : 0 5 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip 
and loaded it on the truck 
and went on out to the ship. 
Lt. Emerson briefed us on 
our target which was the tank 
factories at Ulm, Germany. 
We started engines at 6:35 
AM and taxied out to the 
runway at 6:41 AM. At 7:17 
AM we were airborne and 
flew southeast over the 
Channel climbing to 14,000 ft 
on course. Over France we 
formed at that altitude then 
headed southeast for the target 
which is on the lake  Konstanz, 
which is on the border between 
Germany and Switzerland. We 
hit our IP at 10:32 AM and 
started on our bomb run. At 
10:42 AM we  …
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… dropped eight 500 lb 
bombs and four incendiaries, 
by instruments thru a heavy 
overcast. We encountered 
n o fl a k n o r e n e m y 
fi g h t e r s . W e t h e n 
headed back for home 
over the same route we 
had come. We arrived at 
the field safely ETR 
14:46 PM.

Date: Mar 8, 1945
22nd Mission: Essen
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Thursday morning 
a t 7 : 3 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip 
and put it on the truck and 
went on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Emerson briefed 
us for the target which was 
the marshaling yards at 
Essen, Germany. We then 
started engines at 10:40 AM 
and taxied out to the runway 
at  10:55 AM. At 11:10 AM 
we were airborne and formed 
over the field at 18,000 ft. 
After forming we left the base 
at 12:52 PM and headed north 
east up over the North Sea 
over Holland into Germany. 
Once inside Germany, we 
headed south to the target. We 
hit the IP at 14:26 PM and 
started on our bomb run, and at 
14:36 PM we dropped twelve 
500 lb and two 100 lb chemical 
bombs on the marshaling …
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… yards from 25,000 feet 
through a heavy overcast, 
us ing ins t ruments . We 
encountered very little flak, 
the first time known for it to 
happen over Happy Valley*. 
We then headed west over 
France for home. We all 
arrived home ETR 17:15 PM 
without loss of any plane, 
and no battle damage.

*note from transcriber: Happy Valley 
(aka Flak Alley) was the name given 
to the Ruhr Valley  in Germany, 
location of many heavy industry 
p lants . I t was ext remely wel l 
defended by flak and the place where 
many allied bombers were lost.

Date: Mar 9, 1945
23rd Mission: Kassel
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Friday morning at 
4:30 AM and ate breakfast, 
then went and got our guns 
and flying equip and put it in 
the truck, then went on out to 
the ship. There, Lt. Emerson 
briefed us for the target which 
was the marshaling yards at 
Kassel, Germany. We started 
engines at 6:05 AM and taxied 
out to the runway at  6:15 AM. 
We were airborne at 6:26 AM 
and formed over the base at 
6,000 ft and after forming we 
left the base at 7:12 AM and 
headed east over the Channel, 
on over Belgium into Germany. 
We hit our IP at 10:12 AM and 
started on our bomb run, and 
heading right into a barrage of 
flak as the target was visual. At 
10:26 AM we dropped 408, 100 
lb bombs and twelve 500 lb 
bombs from our squadron, 
directly into the center of the 
yards. Lt. Finch was lead …
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… bombardier, and did a 
wonderful job. I took movies 
from the IP on over the 
target, getting every hit, 
meanwhile over the target, 
we received four hits in the 
right wing, one between the 
nose and the cockpit. Then 
we had one exploded close 
to the plane and shook the 
daylights out of it, and us 
too. We thought we were 
done for, and I will admit, I 
realize what it is to really know 
fear, yet I sat there scared to 
death waiting for the bail out 
signal and kept right on taking 
pictures. Then the pilot said the 
plane was okay and under 
control, and to check in, Crain - 
tail okay, Ganz - waist okay and 
so on up to the nose. Right 
then we relaxed as we were 
okay. Ganz, Crain and the rest 
started to inspect the ship, but 
could find no no vital damage 
but found none except what …

… we had in the right wing 
and near the front escape 
hatch. With everything 
under control we headed 
for home over Belgium and 
the Channel and arrived 
ETR 13:30 PM with battle 
damage to most of the 
ships and a wounded man 
i n o n e o f t h e o t h e r 
squadrons. I just thank the 
good Lord for bringing us 
all through okay.
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Date: Mar 10, 1945
24th Mission: Sinsen
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Saturday morning 
a t 6 : 3 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip 
and loaded it on the truck 
and went out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Emerson briefed 
us on our target which was 
the marshaling yards at 
Sinsen, Germany, four miles 
from Dortmund. At 9:00 AM 
we started engines and 
taxied out to the runway at  
9:07 AM. At 9:40 AM we 
were airborne and formed 
over the field at 14,500 ft and 
after forming we left the base at 
11:00 AM and headed north-
east over the North Sea, over 
Holland to Germany. Once over 
the German border we headed 
south to the target. We hit our 
I.P. at 12:24 PM and started on 
our bomb run encountering 
light flak. Over the target at …

… 12:48 PM we dropped 
408, 100 lb bombs and 24, 
500 lb incendiaries on the 
target using instruments due 
to overcast. We encountered 
heavy but inaccurate from 
the target on out to the front 
lines. Some of our ships 
received battle damage, but 
slight. We arrived safely to 
the base ETR 15:30 PM. So 
now we only have eleven 
more chances to take with 
death.
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Date: Mar 14, 1945
25th Mission: Vlotho
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Wednesday 
morning at 7:15 AM and ate 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip, 
loaded it on the truck and 
went out to the ship. There, 
Lt. Emerson briefed us on 
our target which was the 
railroad bridge at Vlotho near 
M i n d e n , G e r m a n y. We 
started engines at 10:20 AM 
and taxied out to the runway 
at  10:30 AM. At 10:45 AM 
we were airborne and formed 
over the field 10,000 ft and at 
12:00 Noon we headed 
south-east over Dover on 
over the channel and France. 
Once over the German border 
It was visual the whole route in, 
and over the front lines we 
could see our boys giving the 
towns below us a terrific 
shelling. Over …

… the lines we headed 
northeast to our target. We 
hit our I.P at 15:05 PM and 
started our bomb run. Near 
the target Maj. (Combat) 
Hudson decided to do a 360° 
turn and made another run 
on the target. We came back 
over the target through a 
barrage of flak and dropped 
six 1,000 lb bombs from 
23,000 ft visually wiping the 
bridge completely out. We 
had no loss of ships or battle 
damage as the flak was very 
inaccurate. We all arrived 
back home by the northern 
route, safely E.T.R. 17:42 
PM.
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Date: Mar 15, 1945
26th Mission: Oranienburg
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Thursday morning 
a t 7 : 1 5 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip, 
loaded it on the truck and 
went out to the ship. There, 
Lt. Emerson briefed us on our 
t a r g e t w h i c h w a s t h e 
m a r s h a l i n g y a r d s o f 
Oranienburg, twenty miles 
north of big «  B  », and the 
target was to be visual. Engine 
time was at 9:30 AM but was 
moved up til 11:03 AM Due to 
the weather over the field. We 
divided the crew up and played 
football on the field near the 
ship, til time for engines, rather 
than sit around to think of what 
was ahead of us. So the time 
soon passed and we started 
engines at 11:03 AM and 
taxied to the runway at 11:18 
AM. We were airborne at 11:25 
AM and formed over the field at 
10,000 ft …

… at 12:31 PM. We left the 
base and headed on to the 
target over the northern route. 
Near Stendal we encountered 
flak to the right of us knocking 
one ship out of the group 
ahead of us, the Nuthampstead 
group*. We hit our I.P. 15:05 
PM and started on the bomb 
run. The target was ahead of 
us covered with flame and 
smoke from the bombs of the 
thirteen groups that passed 
over before us. Also a large 
barrage of flak was over the 
target right in our path. Over 
the target at 15:38 PM we 
dropped eight 500 lb GPs and 
four 500 lb incendiaries from 
22,000 ft visually. I never saw 
so much destruction over one 
city in all my life. We dropped a 
total of 3,500,000 lb of bombs 
on this one target. Over the 
target another Nuthampstead 
ship was hit and went into a 
spin, and after falling about 
10,000 ft the pilot leveled off 
long enough …

*note from transcriber: Nuthampstead 
was home to the 398th Bomb Group.
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… for seven of the crew to 
escape. Just as the sent 
chute cleared the ship, it 
blew up and the seven 
chutes disappeared into the 
black smoke over the target. 
It was a sight I’ll never forget 
as long as I live and I also 
took pictures which will show 
the people what combat was 
like. We also received battle 
damage over the target, but 
not serious. I had a near 
miss once more near my 
turret. We then made a left 
turn from the target and 
headed for home. About fifty 
miles from the target on the 
route home we encountered 
light, but very accurate flak. I 
had about three more hits on 
my turret but fortunately they 
glanced off. The pilot had 
one come up under his seat 
and stop, and also a few in 
the wings and the stabilizer. 
…

… We had very good 
fighter support keeping the 
e n e m y fi g h t e r s f r o m 
attacking us. We arrived 
safely home at twilight ETR 
20:00 PM. We lost no ships 
but had plenty of battle 
d a m a g e , a l t h o u g h 
Nuthampstead lost three 
ships during the mission.
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Seven day pass for S/Sgt Nelvin Coupe
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Date: Mar 30, 1945
27th Mission: Bremen
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Friday morning 
and ate breakfast at 7:30 
AM. Then went and got our 
guns and flying equip and 
loaded it on the truck and 
went out to the ship. There, 
Lt. Emerson briefed us on 
our target, which was the 
s u b m a r i n e p e n s a n d 
s h i p y a r d s a t B r e m e n , 
Germany. The target was to 
be visual, otherwise we couldn’t 
bomb and were to bring the 
bombs back. We couldn’t take 
a chance on bombing by 
instruments as they had a PW. 
camp near the target and the 
possibility of hitting it was too 
great. We started engines at 
10:45 AM and taxied out to the 
runway at 11:10 AM. At 11:15 
we were airborne and formed 
over the base at 16,000 ft due 
to bad …

… weather. At 12:10 we 
headed north-east for the 
target. As we left the English 
coast, n° 4 prop started 
running away. So we fell 
back out of formation trying 
to get control. We finally got 
it working okay again and 
chased after our formation, 
which then was 25 minutes 
ahead of us. At the Dutch 
coast one of our other ships 
had to turn back for a 
runaway prop. So we staed 
on course trying to catch 
them and finally we got in 
formation just in time for the 
bomb run at 14:PM and at 
14:14 pm we dropped twelve 
500 lb visually from 25,000 ft 
and really smeared the 
target. The flak was very 
heavy over the target as they 
had 400 flak guns on us. I 
don’t believe …
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… there was a ship passed 
over the target without 
getting hit. We had five hits 
on our left wing, and three in 
t h e t a i l . N o o n e w a s 
w o u n d e d o n o u r c r e w 
fortunately. On our way 
home from the target we 
were hit by jet planes, and 
one plane in the group 
ahead of us got shot down 
and five men bailed out 
leaving three in the plane 
when I saw it crash in 
flames. We had wonderful 
figh te r cover and they 
knocked two jets down in our 
target area. The five men 
who bailed out may have a 
good chance for escape, as 
they landed in the open 
terrain and the fighters 
covered them to help them 
get away from the nearby 
houses, so «  there’s  » 
hoping they are safe and can 
escape. So we continued …

… on home and landed ETR 
17:41 PM. All the ships from 
our group came back okay, 
although all of us had battle 
damage. Once more we all 
thank god for seeing us 
through safely.
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Date: April 7, 1945
28th Mission: Hannover
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Saturday morning  
a t 2 : 0 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip 
and loaded it on the truck 
and went on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Emerson briefed 
us on our target, which was 
t h e a i r b a s e n o r t h o f 
Hannover, Germany, and the 
target was to be visual. We 
were carrying a bomb load of 
thirty-nine 100 lb GPs and to 
bomb visual from 15,000 ft. 
We started engines at 5:50 
AM and a report came over 
command to cut engines. as 
the mission was set back 
three hours due to the 
weather closing in. So we 
came back and ate an other 
meal and there …

… shot the bull passing the 
time away. At 8:50 AM we 
started engines again, and 
once more we got the report, 
just an hour set back this 
time. So at 9:10 AM we 
started engines at started 
taxi at 9:30 AM out to the 
runway. At 10:30 AM we 
were airborne and formed 
over the field at 15,000 ft 
which was also bombing 
altitude. At 12:07 PM we 
h e a d e d e a s t o v e r t h e 
Channel and Belgium and as 
we neared the Rhine River, 
bandits were reported in the 
area.* We had fighter attacks 
from there on into the target. 
We lead the whole division 
over the target therefore we 
had less trouble with attacks. 
At 15:30 PM we hit our I.P. and 
started on our bomb run., and 
at 15:46 PM it was bombs 
away on a visual air …

*note from transcriber: bandits 
are enemy fighters.
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… base, and we wiped it our 
completely. We encountered 
no flak as they were afraid of 
knocking down their own 
fighters. So then we headed 
for home with the enemy still 
on us. We lost 22 forts 
through the operation and 
we were c red i ted w i th 
knocking down 40 enemy 
fighters. We didn’t lose any 
ships out of our group 
although we had batt le 
d a m a g e a n d a f e w 
casualties. Near the border, 
the fighters took off and 
headed back to their own 
base. We continued over 
Belgium and the Channel to 
home. We arrived here at the 
base ETR 18:15 PM without 
any damage or wounded 
men on our crew. So again 
we all thank God for bringing 
us back safely.
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Date: April 10, 1945
Mission: Oranienburg
Ship:  Sky Queen  #153

We got up Tuesday morning  
a t 7 : 3 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. Then we went 
and got our guns and flying 
equip and loaded on the 
truck and went on out to the 
ship. There, Lt. Emerson 
briefed us on our target, 
which was an airfield at 
Oranienburg, Germany, 
twenty miles from Berlin. We 
then got aboard the Sky 
Queen and started engines 
at 9:47 AM, and taxied out 
to the runway at 9:57 AM.At 
10:07 AM we were airborne, 
and formed over the field at 
8,000 ft. At 11:15 AM we  left 
the base and headed east 
over the Channel on course. 
Once over Germany at 
14,000 ft, we blew a cylinder 
in n° 1 engine, causing it to 
…
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… run away. We then fell out 
of formation trying to feather 
the prop and staying on 
course. We finally got it 
feathered and tried to catch 
our group. So finally at one 
hour from our target, we 
abandoned the mission as 
we could not gain anymore 
altitude and it would have 
been suicide to go over 
alone. So at 1:09 PM we 
aborted and turned around 
and headed back over the 
same route for home. We 
arrived back here at the base 
safely at 3:15 PM. This was 
our first time to ever abort, 
and hope it will be the last. 
So our ground crew took the 
Sky Queen into the hanger 
to change #1 engine right 
away. So we hope to fly her 
again in a couple od days. All 
the other boys from our field 
came back safely but plenty 
of battle damage.
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Date: April 11, 1945
29th Mission: Freiham
Ship:  Ruptured Duck  #205

We got up Wednesday 
morning  at 6:00 AM and ate 
breakfast, then went and got 
our guns and flying equip 
loaded it on our truck and 
went on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Stevens briefed us 
on our target, which was an 
oil depot at Freiham, near 
Munich, Germany. Today 
was Lt. Stevens’ first as our 
p i l o t . H e w a s g i v e n 
command as Lt. Emerson 
has taken over flight leader 
of our squadron, which has 
made each one of us mighty 
proud of him, although we 
hated to lose h im. L t . 
Emerson now has one more 
mission to put in. After we 
where briefed we climbed 
aboard and started engines 
at 8:00 AM. At 8:30 AM we 
were airborne and climbed 
…

… to 4,000 ft and headed 
east over the Channel to 
France. There we climbed to 
21,000 ft where we formed. 
After forming at 11:07 AM we 
continued south east over 
Germany, to our target. We 
fl e w o n d o w n t o l a k e 
Constant then headed north 
over the Alps mountains, to 
our I.P. which we hit at 13:47 
PM and started on our bomb 
run. At 13:57 PM we dropped 
six 1,000 lb bombs on our 
target from 24,500 ft. We hit 
the target visual and had 
direct hits throughout our 
group. We encountered 
moderate but accurate flak 
over the target and quite a 
few of our ships received 
battle damage, wounding a 
few men, but we had no loss 
of ships. We then turned off 
our bomb run for home. The 
weather was clear the whole 
day, and …
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… enabled me to see the 
d e s t r u c t i o n s c a u s e i n 
G e r m a n y a n d F r a n c e , 
through this war. There are 
very few places, to our 
knowledge, in Germany that 
haven’t had to face this wave 
of destruction. But they are 
receiving just a lot more, to 
what they dished out to other 
countries. And it makes me 
feel good to know I’ve had a 
part in this job. So to 
continue, we all arrived 
safely back here at the base 
ETR 16:30 PM. Once again 
we thank God for bringing us 
all home safely and without 
harm, so we can continue on 
with our job.
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Date: April 16, 1945
30th Mission: Regensburg
Ship: «  Oh Happy Day  »  
#790

We got up Monday morning  
a t 8 : 0 0 A M a n d a t e 
breakfast. We then went and 
got our guns and flying equip 
and loaded on the truck, and 
drove on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Stevens briefed us 
on our target, which was the 
m a r s h a l i n g y a r d s a n d 
r a i l r o a d b r i d g e a t 
Regensburg , Germany. 
Meanwhile our ground crew 
was topping off our gas 
tanks and found the line to 
#2 tank pulled loose, so we 
had to transfer to #790 from 
322 Squadron. We then 
started engines at 11:25 AM 
and taxied on out to the 
runway at 11:35 AM. At 11:58 
AM we were airborne and 
formed over the base at …

… 6,000 ft, and at 12:50 PM 
we headed east over the 
C h a n n e l a n d F r a n c e , 
climbing to bombing altitude  
of 24,500 ft on course. Once 
pass the front lines we 
headed north-east to the 
target, and hit our I.P. at 
15:47 PM and started on our 
bomb run. At 15:57 PM we 
dropped six 1,000 lb bombs 
on the rai l road br idge, 
destroying it. Meanwhile, 
other groups bomb the 
marshal ing yards, a lso 
wiping them out. The flak 
was very heavy over the 
target, but inaccurate, as the 
target was visual. We had 
quite a bit of battle damage, 
and I had three hits on my 
tu r re t , bu t none came 
through. Most all the ships in 
o u r g r o u p h a d b a t t l e 
damage, but not too serious. 
For some unknown reason, I 
was …
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… scared to death, although 
the target was no more than 
visual. Maybe getting so 
close to the end. But we all 
arrived back to the field 
s a f e l y, w i t h a c o u p l e 
wounded men in the the 
squadrons, at 20:00 PM.

Date: April 17, 1945
31st Mission: Dresden
Ship: Sky Queen  #153

We got up Thursday morning  
at 6:00 AM and ate breakfast, 
then went and got our guns 
and flying equip, loaded it on 
our truck, and drove on out to 
the ship. There, Lt. Stevens 
briefed us on our target, 
which was the marshaling 
yards at Dresden, Germany. 
We then got on the ships and 
started engines at 9:05 AM and 
taxied out to the runway at 9:50 
AM. At 10:03 AM we were 
airborne and formed over the 
field at 5,000 ft. At 11:10 AM we 
headed east over the Channel 
and over Belgium remaining 
5,000 ft.* When we hit the 
Rhine river we started climbing 
to our bombing altitude of 
20,000 ft.…
*note from transcriber: staying 
low for so long enables the 
crew to stay off oxygen and 
stay warmer at the lower 
altitude.
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… We headed straight into 
the target, and hit our I.P. at 
13:47 PM and started on our 
bomb run. At 13:50 PM we 
were attacked by Me 262s 
and at 13:53 PM we dropped  
twelve 500 lb GPs on the 
marshaling yards, amidst a 
heavy flak barrage and 
constant fighter attacks. The 
weather was good for fighters 
as there was a 16,000 ft 
ceiling of haze. They attacked 
the Ruptured Duck on our right 
wing, knocking out #3 & #4 
engines*, then sent a 30 mil 
shell directly in the tail, hitting 
Williams the tail gunner, and 
wounding a few of the other 
crew. They then passed at our 
ship sending a couple of 20 mil 
t h r o u g h o u r w i n g s a n d 
stabilizer. Jimmie scored a few 
hits, but could not bring them 
down. They then made another 
pass hitting Lt. Camp  …

*note from transcriber: the 2 engines 
on the right wing.

… flying to our left, knocking 
half of his right wing off, 
wounding a few of the crew. 
Gen. Gross lead our 1st 
Division over the target and 
his ship was also hit in the 
bomb bay with a 30 mil 
wounding the engineer in the 
leg. We were under heavy 
flak and fighter attacks for 
t w e l v e m i n u t e s w h i c h 
seemed like an eternity. The 
boys asked why I was so 
quiet and I said I was 
praying, which I was, so I 
now have a new name 
«  Combat Deacon  ». I was 
praying and fighting off two 
attacks I had from bellow, but 
I could not do much as both 
times our fighter escort were 
on their tail. So finally we 
were over our lines and the 
fight ended. Lt. Moyer landed 
the Ruptured Duck behind 
our lines , and cracked …
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… it up. The last report on Lt. 
Camp, he did a 360° turn 
over the target and headed 
for the Russian lines on his 
own, here is hoping they 
make it. We had six ships 
from our group go down 
either in France or Germany, 
and there were quite a few 
wounded when we arrived 
here back at the base A.T.A. 
17:48 PM. We had flak 
damage to our ship besides 
damage from the fighters, and 
every ship from our group had 
battle damage of some sort. 
Dresden is now a city which is 
completely flattened to the 
ground. Only a few homes on 
the outskirts of the city are 
standing. So now I only have 
four more missions to go, and 
with the help of God, I will. 
Once more we thank the Lord 
for bringing us through and our 
roughest mission so far.
Note: Joe Williams did not get 
killed as though suffered arm & 
leg injuries, also the operator.
Camp & crew missing.
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Date: April 20, 1945
32nd Mission: Brandenburg
Ship: « Sky Queen »  #153

We got up Friday morning  at 
3:30 AM and ate breakfast 
and went and got our flying 
equip, loaded it on our truck, 
and drove on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Stevens briefed us 
on our target, which was the 
m a r s h a l i n g y a r d s a t 
Brandenburg, Germany, 
twenty miles east of our 
troops. We then got aboard 
and started engines at 6:30 
AM. At 6:40 AM we taxied 
out to the runway and were 
airborne at 6:56 AM. We 
formed over the base at 5,000 
ft and at 7:50 AM we headed 
east over the Channel and 
across Belgium climbing to our 
bombing altitude of 25,000 ft on 
course. Once over the Ruhr 
Valley we headed north-east to 
our target. We came on our I.P. 
at 10:50 AM and …

… started on our bomb run, 
a n d a t 11 : 0 0 A M w e 
dropped ten 500 lb GPs on 
our target. Lt. Finck lead 
the 1st Division over the 
target and as usual hit it 
pinpoint. We encountered 
no flak or fighters although 
it was ideal weather for 
fighters, as it was a thick 
haze and heavy contrails. 
We then made a right turn 
and headed for home over 
the same route. This milk 

r u n fi n i s h e d L t . 
Stevens and Johnnie 
Dean up. So Map 
and Crain have one 
more to go and I 
h a v e t h r e e . W e 
arrived back at the 
base E.T.A.14:30 PM.
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Date: April 21, 1945
33rd Mission: Munich
Ship: « Rhapsody in Red »  
#959

W e g o t u p S a t u r d a y 
morning  at 3:00 AM and 
ate breakfast, then got our 
guns and  flying equip, 
loaded it on the truck, and 
went on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Moore briefed us 
on our target, which was 
the marshaling yards in 
Munich, Germany. Then got 
on the ship and started 
engines at 5:55 AM and at 6:10 
AM we taxied out to the 
runway. At 6:30 AM we were 
airborne and climbed to 5,000 ft 
and headed east across the 
Channel to France, climbing to 
8,000 ft on course. We formed 
over Paris at 8,000 ft and 
headed south-east to Munich 
climbing to bombing altitude of 
25,000 ft. The weather was 
very bad and thick all the way 
over. …

… And as we neared the 
target we had to climb on up 
to 30,000 ft, and hit our I.P at  
10:30 AM and started on our 
bomb run, and at 10:40 AM 
we dropped twenty-four 250 
lb bombs, by instrument, on 
the ta rge t . The re was 
moderate flack but too far 
below us to do any harm. So 
we then headed for home 
and arrived ETR15:30 PM. 
Crain and Ludwick finished 
their tour today, leaving me 
with two to go and Sgt. 
Soeller three.
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Date: April 25, 1945
34th Mission: Pilsen Gech
Ship: « Extra Special »  #900

We got up Wednesday 
morning  at 1:45 AM and ate 
breakfast, got our guns and  
necessary flying equip and 
loaded it on the truck, and 
went on out to the ship. 
There, Lt. Moyer briefed us 
for our target, which was the 
a i r fi e l d a t P i l s e n , 
Czechoslovakia. Then we 
climbed aboard and started 
engines at 5:35 AM and at 
5:45 AM we taxied out to the 
runway., and were airborne 
at 5:57 AM. We formed over 
the field at 5,000 ft and 
h e a d e d e a s t o v e r t h e 
Channel over France and 
when we reached the Rhine 
we started to climb on course  
to our bombing altitude of 
21,500 ft. This was my first 
mission as a …

… tail gunner. At 10:27 AM 
we hit our I.P. and started on 
our bomb run right into a 
heavy and accurate barrage 
of flak, over the target, and 
at 10:31 AM we dropped 
twenty 250 lb bombs on the 
airfield. Just at that time 
three ships got shot down 
from under us. Lt. Wallard 
had n° 2 engine shot out, 
everyone was getting hit. I 
had quite a few holes in my 
position, and I honestly 
thought this would be my last 
one. After bombs away, 
came to find out Lt. Col. 
Klette still had his bombs, so 
he did a 360° turn over the 
target to drop his bombs, so  
we thought sure we would 
get it this time, as the first 
was too c lose, but we 
followed on through and to 
our surprise without any 
wounded but plenty …
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… of holes. So we then 
headed for home. All told 
there were sixteen ships 
went down. But our whole 
group got back to the base 
safely with plenty of battle 
damage and a few wounded. 
We got here E.T.R. 13:55 
PM. And once more I thank 
the good Lord for seeing us 
through. I am now sweating 
out my last mission.
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Never far from his heart, this is the picture 
of his daughter, Betty, that Nelvin Coupe 
carried on every mission, …

… and the picture of himself he sent to 
her.
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S/SGT. NELVIN COUPE 
MISSIONS OVER GERMANY 

Green marker on the left: Bassingbourn, England
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As so many other families, the Coupe family did what had to be done to help.
Along with Nelvin Coupe (center), his twin brother  Arthur Coupe (left) in the 
Military Police, and their younger brother Joseph Coupe (right) in an Army 
Tank Destroyer Battalion were also in the European Theater of Operations at 
the same period.

A PATRIOTIC FAMILY
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