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1)	Mission of March 21, 1945Target an airfield for jetfighter planes near RheineGermany.  Awakened for the mission at 02:45 a.m.by Willie the C.Q.  Had breakfastat 03:10 a.m.  Reported at equipment hut at 4:10 a.m. to pick up flying equipmentand went down to armament shopto pick up our machine gunsFrom there we went out tothe plane and put our guns in, checked our flack suits,and put our electric suits on.Put our Mae Wests on too, withour shoulder gun over it.  Our bomb load was 38-100 lb bombs.Colonel Hunt, the father of my pilotwas out to see us off.  He had flownover from France the week before
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to visit us.  He is in charge of a regiment of colored engineers overin Belgium but took a week off to come over and see us.  Wehad a big party with him lastnight.  It was pretty good as he had brought some champagne, cognacand whiskey with him from Paris.We sure didn’t get much sleep.	At 07:30 we took off forthe mission flying purple heartcorner in the squadron.  Allof us a little nervous as itwas our first mission  I was flying as waist gunner.  Our group formed over base at 18,000 ft before crossing channel.By the time we had reached thecoast of Holland we (54* 44’) were at 22,000 ft.Reached enemy coast at 08:30 a.m.Put on our flack suits.
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Just after crossing the Zider ZeeI seen a V2 German rocket launchedinto the air from its sightjust below us.  It was goingtoward England.  I had takenthe safteys off of the waist gunsready for anything that mighthappen.  My flack suit and (steel) helmetsure started to get heavy.  The I.P.was at about 09:45 am.  Soon as we had reached it, Bill, the radio-operator started to throw chaff out the chaff tubeto throw the German radaroff if they used it to trackus with their A.A. guns.Bomb bay doors came openat same time and Swensonchecked them.  I took over the oxygen check.  Hydraulic systemwas drained and Radio
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valves were opened by Bill.Bombs away at 09:55 am.  Surefelt good to get rid of them.Left enemy coast at 10:59 amand reached English coast at 11:55 am.  Landed at about 12:30Had little flack over target. 88mmsColonel Hunt was out to meet usas we landed. (Took picture of us.)  Our landingwasn’t like last week whenwe had a flat tire just afterhitting runway upon returnfrom gunnery mission over the Wash.  We all had a double shotof whiskey in the Interogation hut.Went to show in afternoon butwas so tired that I sleptthrough it.  Went to bed early.  
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2)	Mission of March 22, 1945Bombed a distribution centerfor troops in Rhuer Valley neartown of Dorsten, Germany.We bombed from 25,000 ft.Took the same route in and outas yesterday.  I flew the tailtoday and Ford flew the waist.As soon as we had reached theI.P. the bomb doors were openedand checked, hydraulic systemdrained, and Bill started to throw out chaff.  Good thing he did as the flack startedto come at us.  88 m.m. shellsstarted to burst all aroundus so close that we couldfeel the vibration and hearthem.  I darn near crawledup into my helmet when Iseen it getting so close.
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The day was clear so theywere tracking us with theiranti aircraft guns.  I seena row of black puffs from 88 m.m. shells creeping up atus toward the tail but justbefore hitting us they stopped.All of a sudden 155 M.M.shells started to explodearound us and just aboveus as the Jerries openedup with their heavy guns.You can tell 155 m.m. shells from 88 m.m. shells by the color of smoke as 88 are black and 155 mm are white.  Somewere getting close enoughto rock out ship.  Sure was glad when we dropped our bombs and made a 45* turn
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off of target.  Flack was gettingheavier.  I didn’t think my life was worth a plug nickel.Flack all of a sudden hitour no 3 inboard engine and knocked it out and ourno 4 engine lost power.We started losing altitudefast and dropped away fromthe formation.  As we didso, I seen two planes (B-17s)of ours behind us godown in flames.  One exploded and the otherone fell all apart.  Onechute came out, but thatwas all.  Lt Hunt managedto feather no. 3 engine, andwe soon found out why no 4engine lost its power.  The co-pilot was using the
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no. 3 engine throttles insteadof the no 4 engine throttles.No. 4 couldn’t get any gas.Soon as we had no 4 goingagain we leveled off and headed for home.  Good thingthere were no enemy fightersnear as we would havebeen dead ducks all aloneas we were on 3 engines.  Onthe way back we could seestragglers all over.  Our group must have been broken up by the flack.  Our radioman, Bill, radioed in for Air Sea Rescue boats towatch out for us over thechannel in case we hadto ditch the plane.  Our pilotradioed for a fighter escort
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and soon four (little brothers) P-51s appearedand escorted us over the channelOn way back over the channelwe passed one plane of oursflying low over the channelon two engines.  The twoinboard engines had beenshot out.  They were throwingammo, guns, and everythingelse that was loose out ofthe plane to lighten it.  Theywere trying to drop the ballturret too.  We wished themluck but couldn’t help them.Sure felt good when we hadlanded.  Felt like kissing the ground.  Our ship had quitea few flack holes in it.  Threeholes were just behind mein the tail.  Lt Templeton’s crewhad bad luck.  Their radio
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operator was killed andtheir navigator injured.They had to land in BrusselsBelgium.  Had two of their engines shot out.  Boy amI tired tonight.  Hope to never see another mission like that.3)	Mission of March 23, 1945 FridayThe target was a marshaling yards at Krefeld, Germany.Take off at 09:50 am.  I.p. at 1:09 P.M.  Seen 4 bursts of 155 M.M. flack above usat 6 oclock but that was all.4)	Mission of March 24, 1945 (Sat)Target was an airfield east of Zider Zee near the town of Ensched.  It was
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visual so I could see thebombs hitting it.  Reallyblew the hell out of it.  Hopeit killed a lot of those bastards.(#4)Briefing was at 10:30 am. Stationtime was at 1 P.M.  Take offat 3:30 P.M.  I.P. at 5:30 P.M.Bombs away at 5:36 P.M. Wewere told there would be littleflack so no chaff wasthrown out, but the brasshats or the ground pounders back at the base were wrong.It was heavy enough to walk on.  88 M.M  Don’t seehow its possible to flya tour of 35 missions likethese and live.  Well, thismakes four in fourdays.  Sure be glad whenit is over with.
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The engineer forgot to transferfuel from their tanks but Iremembered it and phonedBill up to open them.  We werealmost out of gas.  Our pilot sure gets excited overnothing.5)	a) Mission of March 27, 1945cancelled due to bad weatherover target so went on a practice gunning missionover the Wash with fourother B-17s.  Took a coupleof infantry boys alongwith us.  What a time wehad.  We shot the tagetsoff the tow cable on the tow target ship and also some the gunnersmust of tried to shootthe tow target plane
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down as it was full ofholes.  We had our noseof plane by bombardierknocked out by shells fromanother plane.  Almostevery ship on gunnerymission had holes init.  A boy friend of mine intop turret of other ship had the whole top of turret knocked off.  Thisis worse than combat.I let one of the infantryboys fire one of my machineguns.  He sure felt proud.Ford burnt out both the tail guns.  Guess that I’ll have to fly in tail fromnow on as we can’t trust him.
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(5B) Mission of March 28, 1945Target Berlin, Germany.We are to bomb a factoryemploying four thousandworkers near the outskirts of city.  Bomb load of 10 –500 lbs general purpose bombs.Visibility clear.  Bombing altitude of 25000 ft. Wishedit was 35,000 ft instead.The I.P. was at 10:25 A.M. Bombs away at 10:31 A.M.   Four mesquitoes proceeded usin by about 2 minutesand dropped several tons of chaff to throw theGerman radar off.Good thing they did as flack was heavy butinaccurate.  Just beforestarting on bomb run
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we had fire in planenext to oxygen bottles.  Wethought our number was up as flames were allaround behind pilot.  Swensongrabbed a fire extinguisherto squirt on fire but itwas empty.  If we had had the fellow who was supposedto have checked them alongwith us we probably wouldhave shot him.  Swenson finallypulled the cannon plugout of the hydraulic motorand the navigator came out of the nose with hisextinguisher and so finallygot fire out.  Swensonsure was slow.  Lt Huntwas screaming at him overthe inter phone and 
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scared the rest of usso much that we wereabout ready to bail out.We were fired at by flack guns five differenttimes while on mission.Some of it was heavy and some of it was light.  Wewere fired upon whilecrossing over town of Wesel.On way back we followedthe Meuse River in Francefor a long ways.  We dropped to about five thousandft. but the clouds andfog was so bad wehad to split the squadronup and continue alone.The fog got so bad wehad to drop down
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to less than 100 ft abovethe ground.  We flew almost all the wayacross France by ourselvesat an altitude of from 50 to 100 ft.  Sometimeswe had to climb inorder to clear the houseswhile crossing a villageat one time while crossingsmall hill we had to climbin order to clear treesin an orchard.  I’ll neverforget that ride.  We wereskimming along the groundat about 250 miles an hour.sometimes less than fiftyft.  Sure fun to sit back in tail and watch the cattle run as we flewover them.
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We flew so low over onevillage in France thatI seen a girl about 18standing in the road in a blue dress and I believethat I could recognizeher if I seen her again.We crossed channel oppositeLondon about 100ft abovewater in a heavy fog.  Isure was nervous as Iknew there was planesaround us somewhere butcouldn’t see them.  The tailwas like riding a buckinghorse.  Had to keep oxygenmask on to keep fromgetting sick.  Had goodfighter protection on thismission by P-51s.  Flackwas 88mm and 155 mm.
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6)	Mission of March 30, 1945- Good FridayWe bombed the sub-pens atthe German Port of Bremen today.Reported at equipment hut at8:20 am.  Statime at 9:20 am.  Takeoffat 11:20 a.m.  Group formed on way to channel.  We flew shipno. 636 today- the Outhouse Mouse.It’s one of the oldest planes on fieldabout 130 missions on it.  Weflew with a spot jammer (radio man) and atogglair today.  Lt Powers didn’t fly.Our bombing was done at 26,500 ft todayWe were high squadron.  Sure gladas flack was terrible.  The temperaturewas -40’ C.  Just before getting to target after crossing I.P.  Billstarted throwing chaff and the spotjammer started jamming Germanradar by tuning in on some frequency.  The flack they
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threw up at us was aboutthe heaviest and most accurateI have seen yet.  88 mm were burstingall around us and some weretracking us.  I kept on inter phonedirecting the pilot which way to turnthe ship when they started trackingtoo close to us but I soon gotmad and just as they were trackingus from above, below, and on bothside.  I just waited for us to gethit, but we managed to get through.There was about 15 or 16 flackholes in our ship (I seen two B-17sbehind us go down in flames) when we landed.  One big one behindme in the stabilizer.  Went allthe way through.  Just beforereaching target we seen planes taking off fromairfield below us.  I seen two of them take off from
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the field but they were shotdown by our escort of P51sbefore the could hardlybecame airborne.  One managedto get up several thousandfeet but the P51s dived onit and shot it down.  Wesure felt good to have ourlittle brothers along today.We dropped our bombs at 2:16 P.M.Our landing was made at 6:30 P.M.Hit have fog while crossingchannel near Zeider Zee and really sweated it out whileon return.7)	Mission on March 31, 1945Awakened at 0230 A.M.  Equipmenthut at 3 a.m.  Stations at 4 A.M.Take off at 5:25 A.M.  Bomb loadof 20 – 300 lb. bombs.  Today Iflew as waist gunner on
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 (2nd tour man)Lt Deans’ crew.  Was supposed tohave bombed an oil plant at Meresburg Germany, but dueto clouds we tried to bombHalle Germany (North), near LeipzigAfter passing I.P. and on the bomb run we had to passthrough clouds.  Just beforedropping bombs we seen an entire group of B17s comingat us from our starboard side on the same level andonly about 300 yds away.  Fora few seconds there wasB17s diving, stalling outand doing steep banks as ourtwo groups went through each other.  Lt Dean gaveour plane full throttle andpointed its nose straightup in the air.  Just before
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stalling out he turned it overon its side and salvoed the bombs.There were more bombs fallingall around as planes salvoedtheirs and tried to keep fromhitting each other.  We thoughtsure some of them must haveran into each other but theclouds were too thick to see.We climbed above the cloudsin our plane and couldsee B-17s scattered allover the sky going different directions.  During our climbthrough the clouds the pressureof gravity was so great that Icouldn’t hardly get off of the floor.We felt something hit our planewhile getting away and afterlanding we had a big streakdown one wing on right side
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It would have been a fieldday for the Huns if theyhad had a few Me 262sup there.  There were no P51saround.  As we turned backwe joined another groupfor protection against fightersand after flying with themfor a few minutes we seenthem open their bombdoors so we knew theywere on there bomb run.We got out of there in a hurry and joined another group.  While flying backover Germany we passedover a small town and I looked out the waistwindow and seen the shipon our right wing openits bomb doors and drop
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a 300 lb bomb that had hungup on the bomb rack.  Itdropped right in the middleof that little town.  Hope itkilled a lot of those Germans.Boy, for a few seconds duringthat mix up in the clouds Ithought that I was a gonner.Came back across channeljust opposite London andleft the group there and flewback to field by ourselves.Some of the planes landed oncontinent because of gas shortage.8)	Mission of April 5, 1945 ThursdayAwakened at 1:55 A.M.  Breakfastat 02:30 A.M.  Equipment hut at03:30 A.M. Stations at 04:30 A.M.Takeoff at 06:33 A.M.  BombedGrafenwehr Ordnance plantat 11:23 A.M.  E.T.O. at 3:37 PM
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Todays trip sure was tiresomeI only had about three hourssleep last night.  Soon as Ihad got up and made bed I wentover and had breakfast atthe ground pounders mess hallas it was closer.  Had fried eggsbut they were so old that theytasted and smelt bad.  Went fromthere down to equipment hutand put on my A-2 electricflying suit and put rest ofequipment in A-6 bag readyto put in truck to takedown to plane after gettingour machine guns outof armament shop.  Theship we flew todaywas a B-17F number 909It has about 135 missions on it and is a little famous.  Has been(and s.s.) in Yank
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on way out to ship it started to rain.  The plane was ready when we arrived butthe officers hadn’t arrived so we hadplenty of time.  I flew tail position.  Itwas an old F and so didn’t haveany armor except in front of me.  Iwent up in waist and stole a coupleof flack mats to put on either sideof myself for protection and oneunder me.  Ford laid my twomachine guns in waist on floorby mistake and someone got themall muddy walking on them.  Had some job cleaning them before puttingthem in.  Put chute next to doorin tail and laid flack suitand helmetbehind me on floor to put onas soon as we reached enemyterritory.  Had trouble with lefttail gun back plate as it seemed tobe sprung.  I didn’t like
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the tail in the ship as there wereno relief tube in it which meantI would have to piss in my helmetagain today and dump it outbetween the guns.  Soon as I hadguns in the officers and radioman arrived and navigatortold us where we were going.  Hesaid there would be no flackguns over target but we hadheard that story before.  Thiswas going to be a long missionas we were going into southernGermany to bomb the ordnanceplant at Grafenwehr.
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9)	Mission of April 7, 1945 – SaturdayAwakened at 00:45 AMBeakfast at 01: A.M. Equip.hut at 02: A.M.  Due to badweather (Fog) we did nottake off until about 10:45 A.M.Bomber taget from altitudeof 15,400 ft.  Carried 20- 300lb bombs.  Hit a large fieldin a forest north east of Hanover used to store jetfighter planes on.  We couldsee some of the planes from theair under the edge of the trees.We had no flack at target.Bombs away at about 3:23 P.M.Had togglier on the trip.Coming and going to target wecrossed the Netherlands nearRotterdam.  I could see milesand miles of flooded country
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below us.  Also went over edgeof Brussels, Belgium on trip.We crossed channel oppositeLondon.  Took us 12 minutes.Coming back from this mission we followed Rhine for quitea ways and we could seethe bombed out towns and bridges along it.  Could alsosee the smoke from the shellsbelow from the battle going on.10)	Mission of April 8, 1945 Sunday.Awakened at 01:50 A.M.  Takeoff at 06:33.  Bomb load of12-500 lb H.E. Bombed from altitudeof 19,600 ft.  -22’ Centigrade.Primary target had 7/10 cloud coverage so bombed the secondarytarget of Stendal, Germany.The target was visual
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and so we made some directhits on it.  Hit the (Stendal) rail yardsin that town.  This was the sixth mission for the bombardierso now he gets his air medalHad some fun kidding himabout it.  Just before reachingtarget one of our planes had trouble so turned back escortedby two P51s.  We passed overGerman airfield with planesparked on it.  Sure would haveliked to have been low enoughto have straffed it.  The flackon this mission was not tooheavy but was deadly accurateas we came over target.  LikeJerries were waiting on us downthere with several flack trainsas a lead bombardier in the New Hermetical outfit blurted
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the name of the target out overthe air on V.H.F.  They oughtto shoot him.  That outfitis always screwing up.  Theylose more planes then any othergroup.  There were enemy banditsin the air but they didn’t comeclose to us.  I seen a B-17behind us get a direct hitin the wing and peel off andgo down in a vertical divein flames for about onethousand feet before blowingup.  No chutes were seen.The flack over target was gettingso close that I could feel and hear the thud as it went off.I could see balls of smoke and flame all around me fromthe corners of my eyes (from exploding shells) as Iwatched for fighters.
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How we got out of there I don’tknow.  Only had a few holesin plane.  Piece of flack wentthrough nose of plexiglassby bombardiers head but itmissed him OK.  As we camepassed the target anotherB-17 behind me startedlosing altitude fast andI watched it(go down) for severalthousand feet before looking around for fighters.  Gunnersin other ships said ithit the ground and explodedDon’t know why they didn’tbail out as the had time.We lost 4 bombers today.Todays mission lasted 9 ½ hrs.We took almost same routeas yesterday.  The hills around Stendall had

cwaymire
Typewritten Text
snow on them.  I seen anobservatory on one of them.Had a good view of some ofthe German super-highwaysbelow.  They sure looked nice4 lanes.  Im starting to get alittle nervous.  Need a few daysrest.  Had a spot jammer alongtoday and he screwed theradar up on six Jerry guns.Received word today that anothercrew of ours in Dyersburg Lennwas shot down (lt Forbes).  Lost 22 bombersout of air force yesterday and (gunners)shot down 40 Me. 262 jet planes.On way back I seen several townsburning below.  Must have beenhit by (P-51) fighters or fighter-bombersas I seen no smoke markersin the air and it was too farinside of lines for artillery.
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Sure felt good to see it.  Hope the Huns get hell.  Seen about16 barrage balloons on wayback near lines along eastbank of Rhine where our forcewas crossing.11)	Mission of April 10, 1945Awakened at 6:AM Take offat 10:30 A.M. Bombs away at3:33 P.M. Bombed from altitudeof 25, 000 ft.  -34’ cent.  Hitordnance plant just northof Berlin only one milefrom a P.W. camp.  Hope wemissed the P.W.s.  We had a screeningforce of 6 mesquitoes who camein just ahead and dropped chaffBomb load of 12- 500 lb bombs.  The group over to our right was getting heavy flack but we weren’t getting any.  Some

cwaymire
Typewritten Text
thing looked a little fishy.Soon found out why for outof a cloud behind our planecame a Me 262 like a bat outof hell it made a circle ofour squadron staying justour of range but we gave ita few bursts from our guns.It cut across in front of oursquadron and dove on aB-17 just below us on our right.The B-17 was having troubleand couldn’t keep up.  The jetcame gliding in from 7 highon its tail and opened firewith its (30 mm) canons.  I couldsee part of the tail and wingfly into the air as the shellshit the B-17.  Parts of it wereflying all over.  The jet didn’tbreak away until about 100ft from it. The B-17 caught
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fire and went down.  Some ofthe rest of our crew said they seen six chutes leave the planebut I was too busy watchingthe jet as it came aroundtoward our tail again.  It turnedoff towards another group though.I seen one more B-17 shot downby a jet in the group behindus.  It exploded after fallingabout 1000 ft.  Another enemyME 262 pass over us goingtowards 6 oclock.  The bombardierand navigator seen a B-17at 10 oclock get hit by flackand blow up – No chutes.Don’t know where our P-51swere.  There were stragglersall over sky as some ofthem had engines shot outand couldn’t keep up.
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A B-24 straggler came over andjoined up with us for protectionas it couldn’t keep up withits group.  The guns jambed on a P-51 so he came over intothe middle of our squadronfor safety.  But he felt nervousas some of the boys turnedtheir gun turrets to bear on him.  We didn’t trust any planeup there.  Some of the Huns haveP-51s too.  We lost 3 bomberstoday out of our group.  Crossedthe channel near the fingerson the French coast.  Landedat 7 P.M.  Sure tired.12(a) Mission of April 11, 1945 Wednes.Awakened at 5 A.M.  Take off atapprox. 8 A.M.  Bomb load of5- 1000 lb H.E. Bombing altitude25,000 ft.  Target Munich.
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We flew high squadron today.Still flying purple heart corner.Our group formed just southeast of Paris and startedgaining altitude.  On theway over in our plane wecrossed over the northernpart of Paris at about6,000 ft.  I coud see thebig tower down there nearthe river and there wasan airfield about5 miles north of the city.As our group was formingjust east of Paris at about23000 ft our number threeengine burned out a (main) bearingand blew three cylinder headsand almost tore engine from Plane.  Was afraid propwould fly off
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The plane shook like a leaf fora minute until prop wasfeathered and stopped.  Pt Huntalmost feathered number4 engine instead.  Both thepilot and co-pilot were offinterphone and so the restof us didn’t know whatwas going on for a moment.One minute we were withformation and next momentwe were losing altitudefast and plane was viabratingso bad that I thought itwould shake apart.  I grabbedmy chute and (snapped) put it onand crawled to exscapeexit where I stayed untilLt Hunt informed us whathad happened.  He sure makesme mad sometimes.
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We had to leave formationand head for home.  Firstsquadron abort in 25 missionsSalvoed our bombs from alt.of 10,000 ft in channel southof London near wash. Bombardierlet navigator salvo them soft.They explode upon impactwith water though.  Our target was supposed to havebeen oil dump northof Munich.  Time in airover six hours.(April 12 1945) Lt Forbes crewkilled today when a P-51collided with them onpractice mission.April 13, 1945 Friday.  Presed Roos.Mission of 12B.   Stations at 11 A.M.  Takeoff atnoon.  Bomb load of 12-
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500 lb. H.E. and two incendiaryTarget at 3:20 P.M.  Escorted byP-51s.  One free lance outfitof P-47s and Spitfires in areaMost of trip was made overchannel and north sea alongparallel with the FrisianIslands. We were over landonly a few minutes beforehitting target of Neumunster,which  was the secondary target.Hit rail center there.  Good visibilityBomb altitude of 20,000 ft.No flack at target but flackon way back as we cut aroundby Hamburg.  88 MM.  Justafter crossing target planein group behind droppedbombs on plane under it and thebombs exploded.  I seen one planespiral down but later they said                     six were lost
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(12C)(13)	Mission of April 16, 1945.  Mon.Hit Regensburg today withsix one thousand lbs. bombs.We bombed the bridge outwhich crossed the rivereast of the town.  Anotherbridge up stream we leftalone.  The other groupsbombed the town and railyards.  No clouds todayso had a good view.  Iwatched as we hit the bridgeand also watched the bombsfrom other groups hit townand rail yd.  Hope it killeda lot of those bastards.Heavy flack but we madea sharp turn to rightand so missed most ofit.  Mission lasted from 11 A.M. until 7:55 P.M.
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We flew Judy’s Little Ass whichis a good ship.  Bombed from altitude of 24,000 ft.   Flew 15 Missionsover Germany by April 17/45
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The smoke where the bombs explodedin the formation was so thick I couldn’t tell how many went downalthough I could see the squadronwas all blown to hell.(14) Mission of April 17, 1945   Target Dresden.  Bombedmarshalling yards at Dresdenfrom altitude of 25,000 ft.We were the third group over so had to fly through the lead groups vapor trails.Bomb load of 12 – 500 lb.bombs.  Takeoff at 9:56 A.M.Landed at 6:18 P.M.  No waistguns in ship as our squadronremoved them yesterday to saveweight.  They didn’t think wewould need them again.Heavy flack over target.  Hadseveral big holes in left wingOne engine hit by flack butwe kept it going although wedidn’t know how bad it was.Flack suddenly stopped onother side of target (a turn north as we made)
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and we soon found out why.The co-pilot seen (Navigator seen it) six Me 262sflying below us through abreak in the clouds.   At the sametime three (Me 262s) jets came in ona pursuit curve on oursquadrons tail at 7 oclockslightly high.  One came in on our tail and openedfire (from about 800 yds) on us.  I could see hisguns winking at us as hefired them.  The three jets camein at us out of the vapor trails.I opened fire at him as soonas I seen him and keptfiring at him although ashe approached our tailone of my guns jammed.  Atabout 2 or 3 hundred yds outhe swerved his plane andfired at our wing ship
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which was next to us and slightly in the lead.  I couldsee parts of a plane flyinginto the air as the cannonshells hit it out of the corner of my eye.  I thoughtat first that it was from our own wing, but laterI seen it was from thewing ship where theshells hit its tail andshot most of its ballturret in the wing shiphad the sighting glass anddoor shot off and thegunner fell out andhung by his feet fora few moments inthe slip stream beforefalling.  Guess he was dead.
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Most people think that one praysto god when in a tough spotbut up there I didn’t havetime to think about anythingas he came in.  The only thingI thought about was hittingthe bastard before he got us.Wells got some shots at itfrom the ball as it went downa little below the level of ourtail.  He said that he couldsee bullets bouncing off of thejets belly before he lost it.The jet was given to the dead ball gunner as beingshot down by him as the jetbroke away about fifty feetaway it went up and overon its back and divedbelow us.  The bombardiergot some shots at it
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but his guns jambed becauseof the small link chartsand he couldn’t hand chargethem as they were hydrauliccharged and our hydraulic system was out.  Anotherjet came around at our tailagain but 4 P51s met himhead on out of a cloudand they all disappearedvanished below me withthe 4 P51s after it.   Theywere a lot slower thanthe jet so I don’t knowwhether they got it or not.Gunner (top turret) on ship next tous on our right openedfire with tracers onfour P-51s coming inand there was a bad moment as they tried
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to identify themselves.  Itdidn’t pay to come close tous then as we were readyto open up on any shipwhich pointed its nose atus.  The most helpless feelingI’ve ever had in my lifewas today when my gunsjambed at the end of theattack.  On way backwe spotted two B-17s on ground below us inGerman territory wherethey had crash landedYesterday I seen one B-17in a plowed field near aroad just inside of Germanlines.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James L. Waymire

28

cwaymire
Typewritten Text
Feb - $/50.00 Allot E.March 50.00 AllottMarch 61.00 sent home.April 50.00 allott.April 80.00 sent home.
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No. 2006 – Parading through RoystonNo 1027  View from H.Q. buildingNo 1046  A little diversionNo. 1541  G.P. chow lineNo 1099  Dispersal AreaNo. 1108  Return from missionNo. 2141  Looking out of cockpit windowNo. 1140  coming in.No 1602   Hi Ho SilverNo. 2605  - 909No. 3103  Line up for WilhelmshavenNo 2615No. 2631  Ack Ack annieNo 2723No 2119No. 3039No 3586No 3062  - MunsterNo 3166   LovenentNo 3171  RegensburgNo. 3646  Renault Motor works
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Flack.  Flew over berlin March 6 44Dying Fort over Shurenfort3145 Herays Norway



Appendix: 
 
Map with Mission Numbers and Base: 

 



 
 
 
 
Aircraft Mentioned: 
 
B-17         B-24        P-47 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
P-51         Supermarine Spitfire     ME-262 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




