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Go West Young Man to California
Suchwasthetheme165yearsago
whenthe49’erswentsearchingfor
gold.San Francisco became the
gateway to California with its
wonderfulharborwhichstillattracts
a million visitors a year.During
WWII the Golden Gate saw
numerous ships departing forthe
PacificTheater.Thiswillbe your
opportunitytoseesomeofthekey
sightsofthearea,reunitewithold
friends,and be steeped in some
WWIIhistory.

The 91stBGMA 2014Reunionis
being held during MemorialDay
Weekendinhopeswecangetmore
NexGen or even grandkids
attending.ThisiswhentheCollings
Foundation’s B-17 Nine-O-Nine is
visitingtheareasoyou’llhavean
opportunitytoseeaflyingB-17and
B-24,and perhapseven take the
familyonaflight.Theitineraryisa
balance between WWII-focused
activitiesandscenictours,asithas
beenatpastreunions.Thankyouto
allwho returned the survey last
year;itlooks to be a verywell-

attendedevent.Thishasallowedus
toplantheitineraryandtogetacost
estimatefortheevents.Feedback
onthesurveyfrommanyofyouwas
tonotmakeitatoofullorhecticday
andhavetoabalanceditinerary.

Thursdaywewillvisitthefamous
MuirWoods,a grove oftowering
coastalredwood trees.These are
thetallesttreesintheworldanda
must-see.Onthedrive,enjoyvistas
ofthe cityand crossthe Golden
GateBridge.

The buses will return to San
Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf.
Becauseofthevarietyofactivitiesin
that area, you will have the
opportunitytospendtheafternoon
at your own enjoyment. Many
visitorstakeaferrytovisitAlcatraz.
ForWWIIenthusiaststhereisthe
libertyship Jeremiah O'Brien and
submarinePampanito.TheMaritime
Museum hasshipsfrom allages.
ThereisalsoGhirardelliSquare,the
Wharfand many fine places for
lunch.Themore-adventurouscould

takeacablecarride.Thedayends
withabustourofothersitesinthe
city.

That evening is not a normal
eveningattheHospitalitySuite.We
willgatherfordinnerandaspecial
presentation byJake Howland on
the D-Day landings in Normandy
andthe91stBombGroup’srole.

Fridayisauniqueopportunitytosee
afunctioningB-17,B-24,andP-51.
Nine-O-Nine willbeatMoffettField
andavailablefortoursthroughthe
airplane.Youcanalsotourafully-
restored B-24 and Iam sure the
veterans will participate in
discussions ofthe merits ofthe
aircraftwith you. There willbe
opportunitytoflyontheB-17soif
thathasbeenonyour“bucketlist”,
nowisthetime!

The dayincludesa drive through
StanfordtoseethefamousRodin
Sculpture Garden,a visitto the
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MoffettFieldMuseum,andNASA’s
AmesResearch visitorcenter.To
keep thisanon-stressfulday,the
buseswillreturntothehotelby3:00
foran opportunityto restforthe
cruise or share time in the
HospitalitySuite.

Feedbackandnumerousdiscussions
withpeoplewhoreturnedthesurvey
indicate a spliton desired Friday
nightactivity,evenwithinfamilies.
Manyvetsand the Board willbe
stayingattheHospitalitySuitethat
evening renewing acquaintances
andforus60andyounger-learning
more about history from the
veterans.

However,the dinnercruiseshave
proven popular in the pastfew
reunionsanda60/40% interestwas
showninthesurvey.Thecruiseis
beingoffered,butwilloperateonlyif
there is enough interest.On the
HornblowercruiseofSanFrancisco
Bay,youwillenjoyviewsofthecity,
theGoldenGateBridge,anddinner.

Saturdayisthetraditionaldayfor
theBusinessMeeting.Allregistered
attendeesarewelcomedtoattend
thoughonlyfullmemberscanvote.
Theafternoon1/2daytripwillbeto
the USS Hornet.Though notthe
same Hornetof Doolittle Fame,
CV12 participated in two ofthe
greatesteventsofthe20thcentury-
World WarIIand the Apollo 11
manned space mission. It is a
NationalHistoricLandmarkandhas

afinemuseum.Ifyouhavetime,
thereisalsoagoodmuseumnearby
oftheAlamedaNavalAirStation.

The evening banquetwillbe the
climaxoftheReunion.

As mentioned,the Reunion is a
balance of military venues and
sights-to-see.Forthosewhowish
more WWII,Nine-O-Nine willbe
flyingtoLivermoreSundayat11:00
AM.Theinitialsurveyresponsewas
notsufficienttoarrangeabusas
manyfolkswantedtogotoCarmel
orarereturninghome.Butwewill
haveafew vansavailableandwill
be arranging transport between
ourselves.

The survey indicated there are
those who enjoy discovering new
sights.ASundaytriptoMonterey/
Carmelhasbeenarranged.Buses
willtourMonterey Bay,Cannery
Row,andtakea17miledriveto
Carmel.See the “Lone Cypress”
andPebbleBeach.InCarmelyou
have the opportunity to stroll
amongstexclusive shops and art
galleries,seethebeach,orvisitone
ofCalifornia’sfamousmissions,built
in1771.

Lastly,MemorialDayistheannual
visitofthe Collings Foundation to
Livermore.Thiseventhasbeenheld
everyMemorialDayfor23yearsand
hasattractednumerousotherWWII
aircraftincludingT-6,Cub,P-40,and
moreP-51s.Therewillbehistorical
re-enactors,periodsingers,andwe
have a BBQ atday’s end thatis
famous.Transportwillbearranged
separately.

-Mick
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President’s Corner Mick Hanou
ThereunioniscomingtogetherandIwanttothankallofyouwho
returnedthesurveyasthathelpedalot.Wehaveworkedhardto
haveabalancebetweensitestoseeandWWIIfocusandtokeepit
from gettingtoohecticorstressful.EnclosedinthisRIisablue
registrationform.TheKEYactionforyouistomakereservationsat
theCrownePlazaHotelandbesuretomentionthe91stBomb
GroupReuniontoreceiveourreducedrate.ThesecondKEYaction
istoreturntheregistrationform assoonaspossiblesowecan
contractthebuses,purchasemuseum tickets,andfinalizebanquet
meals.Bothneedtobedonesowecanfinalizecontractsforthe
buses.

ThethirdKEYactionistoreturnyourduesanddonationswiththe
registration form.Januaryiswhen ourassociation receivesits
annualdues,whicharefundamentaltokeepingitviable.Lastyear
wedecidednottoraisedues,butrelyondonationsandreduce
newsletterprintingcosts.Bothprovedsuccessful.Theduesare
beingheldat$10peryear,averygoodvalueconsideringthe
qualityofthenewsletter.Donationshavebeengenerous,soplease
returntheyellowduesinsertwiththeregistrationtoJody.

While electionsare usuallyeverytwo yearsatthe September
Reunions,theBy-Lawsstatetheyhavetobedoneinassociation
withthebi-annualreunion.So,shortstintforusthistime.Your
Boardisinterestedincontinuingtoserveyou.Ifyouhaveanyother
nominationsforoffice,youcansubmitthem tothenominations
committeeasdescribedinthenextcolumn.

Bassingbourn Barracks has confirmed thatno change willbe
comingtotheTowerMuseum andtheBarracksarenotclosing.
TheycontinuetomaintaintheTowereffectivelyandareactively
workingtoraisefundstorepairthis80+yearoldbuildingtohealth
andsafetystandards.Notethatthisisthe40thAnniversaryofthe
TowerMuseum opening.Theyhavealsobroughttoourattention
thatanunofficialwebsitecalledStation121maybereplicating
materialfrom ourwebsitesandtryingtoobtainarchivalmaterial
from veterans.Theonlyofficialwebsitesare:the91stBombGroup
websitewww.91stbombgroup.com;andtheTowerMuseumwebsite
www.towermuseumbassingbourn.co.uk.Pleasedo notengagea
non-sanctionedwebsite.

Speaking ofwhich,Jim and hisson continue to maintain our
websiteandourthanksgotothem forthateffort.91stBGMAcosts
forthewebsitearemanageableandwebelieveithasstrongvalue.
MikeBanta’sRingeffortsalsocontinuestronglyandtheRingfields
manyofthequestionspostedonthe91stBGMAwebsite.Bothare
ofgreatvaluetoourorganizationandinkeepingthehistoryofyour
organizationtotheforefront.Jim hasalsobeenworkingonthe
establishmentofthedisplaycasesatChino.

Itismypleasuretobeassociatedwiththisorganizationandallyou
fineveteranandothermembers.PS:myDadisnow 91andmy
thanksagaintoyoureffortsinliberatinghim from laborinoccupied
Germany.IlookforwardtoseeingmanyofyouattheReunion.

2014 ANNUAL DUES
ANNOUNCEMENT

The2014AnnualDuesforall91stBGMA
membersareduetobepaidMarch2014.

In order to remain currentwith your
membershipandcontinuetoreceivethe
Ragged Irregular,pleasemailyour2014
duestoJodyKellyassoonaspossible.

Seeyellowinsertformoreinformation.

2014 Officer Nominations
The91stBGMAhassixofficers:President,
1stand 2ndVicePresidents,Secretary-
Treasurer,Historian,andnewsletterEditor.
Ifyouareafullmemberorwouldliketo
nominateafullmemberwhoiswillingto
serve,weneedyourinformationbyMarch
22nd.Weareinneedofcandidatesforthe
Secretary-Treasurerposition.

Pleasesendyournameoryournominee’s
name,briefresume,anddesiredofficeto:
LarryRuth,2316SmithHillRd,Walworth,
NY14568.

The ballotswillbeincludedin the April
issueoftheRagged Irregular.

http://www.91stbombgroup.com;andthe
http://www.towermuseumbassingbourn.co.uk.Please
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The 91ster Who Was Shot Down Twice By Mike Banta

Germanfighterpilotscompiledanamazingnumberof
victoriesbecausewhentheywereshotdownandnot
seriouslyinjuredtheywouldbeupintheirfightersthe
nextday.Ifinjuredtheywouldbeupassoonasthey
wereplacedbackonflyingstatus.

EighthAirForceairmenwhowereshotdownover
enemyterritorybecamePrisonersofWarandassuch
they didn’tfly again.Ifthey evaded capture and
returnedtoduty,theyneverflewagainintheEuropean
Theaterofoperationtoprotectthosewhohelpedthem
evade.Howevertherewerestillafewinstanceswhere
theywereshotdownanddidreturntodutyassignedto
acombatcrew.

ThiswritingisaboutanAmericanairman,RollinP.Ball,
whowasshotdownandreturnedtodutytobeshot
downagain.

The Excalibur crew,
Rollin P. Ball, and the Hamm mission.

NavigatorRollinBall

Lt.AlanBrillandhiscrew,whichincludednavigator
RollinP.Ball,wasassignedB-1741-24464whichhad
beentransferredfrom the306thBombSquadrontothe

91stBombGroup’s324thBombSquadron.Lt.Brilland
crew namedtheirnewlyassignedB-17Excalibur and
tookitonitsfirst91stBomb Groupmissionof26
FebruarytoWilhelmshaven.Ninedayslatertheytook
Excalibur onthemissiontobombthemarshallingyards
in Hamm, Germany, which was in the heavily
industrializedRuhrValley.

ThiswastobetheEighthAirForce’sfirstattackonthis
heavilydefendedindustrialsectionofGermany.The
91stBombGroupfounditselftobeinauniqueand
extremely dangerous position.This is because the
entireEighthAirForceexceptthe91stBombGroup
had abandoned the primarytargetdue to weather
conditionsandattackedothertargetsorreturnedto
theirbases.

MajorPaulFishburn,theofficerincommandofthe91st
Bomb Group formation,had notheard the radio
transmissionrecallingtheGroupsandfoundhisway
throughtheweatherfront.Now the Group,withits
sixteenFortresses,founditselffightingofftheentire
German Luftwaffe.The bomb strike on the Hamm
marshallingyardswasextremelyeffective.TheGroup’s
battlewiththeGermanfightersandanintenseflak
barragewasexemplarywithlosseslessthanonewould
assume under the conditions. Allthe Fortresses
receivedheavydamageandcasualtiesweretaken,but
onlyfour91stBombGroupB-17’swereMissingIn
Actionthatday.

The Group was awarded the coveted Presidential
(Distinguished)UnitCitationforthismission,thefirstof
twoawardedtothe91stduringthewar.

All the previous was prologue.
Now, The story of Rollin P. Ball. Shot down twice.

Thisarticle,whichappearedinnewspapersshortlyafter
theevent,tellsRollin’spartintheeventwithquotations
from those involved.It’s an incredibly wellwritten
account.

Seven Fortress Crewmen Saved After Craft Falls Into Water
By EDWARD D. BALL
A U. S ARMY BOMBER STATION SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND.
March 7. (AP) -
Seven crewmen on a crippled Flying Fortress which was forced
down in the North Sea after Thursday's raid on Hamm,
Germany were picked up by a minesweeper after battling
frigid, 40-foot waves for eight hours.

The group, now back at this base, said the entire crew got out
of the bomber after it crashed into the water but that three of



January 2014 THE RAGGED IRREGULAR Page 5
their comrades drowned. The Fortress struck the water with
such force it broke in two at the middle and sank in five
seconds.

Those rescued were First Lieut. Robert F Brubaker of
Clearwater, the bombardier; Second Lieut. Rollin P. Ball of
Easton, Md., the navigator; Tech. Sgt. Edwin L. Barber of
Memphis, Tenn, the tail gunner; Tech. Sgt. Leroy M. Wolfington
of Claremore, Okla., the right waist-gunner; Tech. Sgt. William
C. Dickson of Selma, Ark., the top turret gunner; Staff Sgt.
Donald C. Wells of Lincoln, Neb., the radioman; and Staff Sgt.
James M. Bechtel (home town unlisted), the left waist-gunner.

TheofficersofExcalibur.RollinBallontheright.

“We kept our heads,” said a spokesman for the group, "and I
got out like a flash."

Although two of the seven were injured, they managed to pull
themselves aboard small rubber life-rafts and survived the
bitter cold of the mountainous seas.

The men said the Fortress sank so quickly they were unable to
remove the planes two life-rafts and emergency radio, but
fortunately these vital pieces of equipment floated to the
surface soon after the plane went down.

Still wearing their heavy flying gear, the men thrashed about
for half an hour before the rafts were inflated and by then they
were so numbed and exhausted they barely managed to pull
themselves onto the rafts.

The rafts were lashed together to prevent upsetting. Then a
box-kite was sent up with an aerial for transmitting distress
signals.

The crash occurred shortly before noon. Twice during the
afternoon, planes were sighted some distance away but failed
to see their flare.

Then they began paddling "towards England."

“I was the sickest I have ever been in my life,” said Dickson,
who had swallowed a lot of sea water. About 6 p. m. a Royal
Air Force I patrol plane sighted them. The RAF crew dropped
food and water then wheeled away to guide the minesweeper
to the rescue. It was dark when the ship came up and the men
used flares to give their position.

”They sure had good soup on that ship,” said Dickson. “We
wise-cracked while bobbing about on those rafts," Ball said.
“No one talked about our predicament. The ways the boys
talked you'd think we did this every day. The injured men were
in pain, but they never complained."

The Fortress hit the water when three engines quit on the way
home after a 77 minute battle with swarms of Nazi fighters
over Hamm.

Rollin Ball returns to Duty

AseachofthesurvivingBrillcrewmembersrecovered,
theywereReturnedToDuty.SinceRollin’sfirstpilot,
Lt.AlanBrill,hadbeenKilledInAction,Rollinwas
assignedtothecrewofLt.PhillipFischer.LtFischer’s
assigned B-17 was Marie Jane and ithad been
assigned to him in the States before the Group
embarkedforEngland.Hehadflownthefirstmissionof
the91stBombGroupwhenitfirstarrivedinEngland.
Histenthmissionwasthemissionof21May,1943,to
bombtheU-boatpensatWilhelmshaven.Fischerwas
flyinghisassignedB-17andRollinwasflyingashis
navigator.

TheFischercrew.RollinBall,bottomrow,right.

WilhelmshavenwasonthecoastofGermanyandat
thebaseoftheDanishPeninsula.Toreachthetarget
from the91stBombGroupbaseinEngland,thegroup
wouldflymainlyovertheNorthSeaonaNorthEast
flightpathwithaminimumofflyingoverGermany.

AstheMarie Jane reachedthetarget,thecrew could
seeenemyaircraftintheareabutstandingofftothe
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side.WhentheyreachedtheInitialPointofthebomb
run,theenemyfightersattackedheadon,withsixto
eightenemyfighterslinedabreast.Theenemysentup
noflak,butinsteadintendedtoscattertheGroupwith
itsfightersbeforebombsaway.Rollinwasagainina
viciousairbattle.Two324thB-17’sandone323rdB-17
wereshotdownonthebombrunandcrashedinto
Germany.Inspiteofseverebattledamage,Rollinand
the crew ofMarie Jane started acrossthe English
ChanneltotrytoreachEngland.

Rollinhadbeenherebeforeandsurvivedaditching.
Whatthoughtsmusthaveracedthroughhismindashe
temptedKingNeptuneandtheNorthSeaforasecond

time?Whatstorieswouldlaterbetold?Didtheysurvive
a good ditching and deploytheirlife rafts? Ifthey
deployedtheraftsdidtheywisecrackandavoidtalking
aboutthesituationinwhichtheyfoundthemselves?
Whathappened willneverbe known forthis time
NeptuneandtheNorthSeaexactedtheirtoll.

RollinBallwasatrueAmericanHero.Afterescaping
thewrathoftheNorthSea,heagainclimbedaboarda
B-17tohelptakeoutHitler’smeansofmakingwarby
destroyinghisfactories,submarinesandinfrastructure.
ThistimetheNorthSeawonandRollinforfeitedthe
restofhislifetokeepourworldfreeforeachoneofus.

Red Wing man gets rave reviews in honoring father, a WWII vet By Brett Boese
OriginallypublishedNovember11,2013inthePost-Bulletin,Rochester,MN.Usedwithpermission.

RED WING,MN –Twenty-fouryearsago,LakeCity
nativeMichaelDuncansatathisailingfather'ssideto
hearfirsthanddetailsofWorldWarIIforthefirsttime.
Aftersixmonthsoftearytales,hisfather's60-page,
war-timediarywasfinallysharedonNov.16,1989-the
dayMerrelDuncandied.

MikeDuncantalksTuesdayinRedWingaboutacommemorative
WWII91stbombergroupprintthathesellsalongwithacopyof
hisfather'sflightmissiondiary."Icouldn'tbelievethemanI
honoredandlovedwentthroughthis,"Duncansaid.

Thestunningaccountvividlyrecallsthehorrorsofflying
30 missions inside a B-17 bomber.His squadron
suffered82percentcasualtiesandlost41of48planes
inthefirstsevenmonthsofcombatoverEurope.

Seventy years afterthe diarywaswritten,Michael
Duncan has created a stirthroughoutthe military
communitybyofferingacopyofthathighlypersonal
documenttoanyonewhopurchasesthelimited-edition
commemorativeprintofWorldWarIIbomberscreated
byBryanMoon,anotedMIAhunterfromCannonFalls.

"ThenightIfirstreadthediarywasthenighthedied,"
saidMichaelDuncan,a65-year-oldVietnam veteran
whonowlivesinRedWing."ThatwaswhenIknewI
hadonelastmissiontodo."

Thecompanionpieces,titled"TheLastMission,"have
beengobbledupbyVFW andAmericanLegionposts
aroundthecountry;100ofthe750havebeensoldin
thelastfewweeks,Duncansaid.TheZumbrotaVFW
andtheRosemountAmericanLegion,whereDuncan
spokelastweek,areamongthosewhereframedprints
willbeprominentlydisplayedinapublicsetting.

The son's emotionalpresentation ofprivate details
oftenbringstearstotheeyesofhardenedvets,many
ofwhom are reticentto share theirown combat
experiences.VeteransDayhasonlyheightenedthe
interest.

"IthinkMikedeservesalotofaccoladesbecauseofthe
devotionheputintothis,"saidRosemountAmerican
LegionpastcommanderRobertRacette,whosefather
took partin the Invasion ofNormandy."He's put
togetherarealnicepieceofAmericanhistory."

Discussing the diary

Duncan'spresentation can lastup to an hourand
requiresnospeakingfee.However,thefivedisplays
thattravelwithhim reflectdecadesspentfillinginthe
holesofmissingmilitaryhistory.

Sparked by the diary,Duncan's initialinquiries to
various military experts abouthis father's bomber
squadroncamebackempty.Nophotoswerebelieved
toexistoftheplanesorcrew,hewastoldbynumerous
historicalsocieties.
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Undaunted,his questcontinued for years before
disappointmentfinallygavewaytodisbeliefwhenmen
who flew with MerrelDuncan began sending their
personalartifacts to a comrade's son who was
attemptingtohonortheirmemory.Thephotosinclude
pictures ofthe B-17 bombercrew on "Tennessee
Tess,"a rare aerialphoto depicting battle with the
Nazi'sLuftwaffeandahand-signednotefrom General
DwightD.Eisenhower,amongotherthings.

Duncansayshe'sbeenofferedfivefigurestopurchase
Eisenhower'sletter-signedonJune7,1944,theday
afterthe Supreme Allied Commanderlaunched the
D-Dayoffensive-and"alot"topurchasehisfather's
yelloweddiary.However,hehasnointentionofselling
somethingthathas"immeasurable"personalvalue.

"Nottoomanytimeshavepeoplecomeinandactually
spokenoftheirownexperiences,"saidZumbrotaVFW
commanderFrankAunan."(Michael)didsuchagreat
jobandhehadsuchgreatinformationthatyoualmost
thoughtyouweretalkingtohisfather."

Spreading the word

MerrelDuncanflew withtheEighthAirForce,91st
Bomb Group,401stSquadron,whichwasbasedin
Cambridgeshire,England.He took partin the first
daytimebombingofBerlin,andotherraidsofimportant
strategictargetsthroughoutEurope;thejournaldetails
all30missionsandthesontravelswithalargemap
markingeachdestination.

Theradiooperator,whocelebratedhis28thbirthday
whileonduty,becameknownas"theoldman"ina
bombing group that suffered heavy casualties.
However, he still volunteered for five additional
missionsafterreaching25,whichwasconsideredafull
tourofdutyduringWWII.

MichaelDuncan has recentlybeen in contactwith
RandyTesdahloftheMinnesotaAmericanLegionin
hopesofgaining additionalexposureforhisfather.
Tesdahl,theAmericanLegionadjutant,saysthestory
hasbeen added to a stackthatwilleventuallybe
featuredinLegionnaire,Minnesota'sAmericanLegion
magazine.

"Whenweput(thesestories)intheLegionnaire,that's
onlyheardbytheveterans,"Tesdahlsaid."Theyneed
to be told otherthan justto veterans.The whole
communityneedstoknow aboutthesethings.There
aresomanyMinnesotanswhohaveincrediblestories
justlikehis."

Asthe24thanniversaryofhisfather'sdeathnears,
Duncansayshisgoalremainsunchanged:Ensurethe
publicneverforgetsthesacrificesofhisfatherand
otherveterans.

"WhatI'm doing isbasicallyasonloving hisdad,"
MichaelDuncansaid."I'm sohonoredandhumbledto
dothisfortheGreatestGeneration.Itchangesyour
wholelife.IjusthopewhatI'vedoneisenough."

Back Row: SSgtMerrelL.Duncan,SSgtHugoA.Miller,SSgtLesterF.Ulmor,SSgtWilliam
S.Beavers,SsgtJohnE.Gawley;Front Row: 1LtRobertR.“Goldie”Goldsmith,1LtJuliusD.
Cobb,1LtHughW.Brooks,1LtCharlesH.“Chuck”Davis

Mike Duncan flips through his
father'smissiondiaryfrom bombing
raidsinthe91stbombersgroupin
WWIIonTuesdayinRedWing.
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91stVeteranJackProctorwithNine-O-Nine inSt.Paul,MN

Wings of Freedom Tour Dates
2/28–3/2 Pensacola,FL

PensacolaInternationalAirport
3/3–3/5 GulfShores,AL

JackEdwardsAirport
3/12–3/14 Houston,TX

EllingtonField
3/17–3/19 McKinney,TX

CollinCountyRegionalAirport
3/19-3/23 Dallas,TX

DallasLoveField
3/26–3/28 SanMarcos,TX

SanMarcosMunicipalAirport
4/4–4/6 Marana,AZ

MaranaRegionalAirport
5/7-5/12 SantaAna,CA

OrangeCounty/JohnWayne
5/16-5/24 MountainView,CA

MoffettFederalAirfield
5/25-5/27 Livermore,CA

LivermoreMunicipalAirport

Donations reach $3,930 for end of 2013
USBank $3,100
MatchfordonationsbyGaryHalland
RichardWilson

Mrs.HildeKeneley $500
InmemoryofFrankKeneley

RichardWilson $100
Inhonorandmemoryofhisfather
PaulDWilsonJr.13thAirForce

EdmundW McGee $75
InmemoryofCol.FewerMcGee

PatrickMilward $50
DonaldRFreer $35
GeorgeBurnette $30
JamesSikich $20
AlfredJLanfear $10
LuraMartin $10

91st Bomb Group Yearbook Update
Janetcontinues to workon the 91stBomb Group
Yearbook.Atthis time,170 portraits have been
receivedandcompiledintothefiveportraitpages.One
ofthosepagesissampledontheright.Whilethisisa
goodstart,wehavemanymoreportraitstogather!

Among the many obvious benefits to a 91stBG
Yearbook:

1)Such a collection would provide a database for
researchers,now and in the future,and help to
preserveandexpandtherecordofthe91st.

2)Thosewhoadoptthegravesofourfallencomrades
could search forphotographs ofthe man whose
memorytheyhonor.

3)Itmightbepossibletoidentifymoreofthemeninour
photographcollections.

To contribute your portrait:

Ifyouarewillingtoaddaportraittothe‘Yearbook’
database,contacthistorianJanetLaroccobyemail:
fauno-aventi@usa.net,oranymemberofthe91stBG
Board.Ifyoucannotscan andsendtheportraitin
electronic format(jpeg orsimilar),yourhard-copy
picturecanbescannedandreturnedtoyou.Portrait
donations would also be welcome atthe 91stBG
ReunioninMay.

Pleasenote:Thephotosremainthepropertyofthe
donors,andwillbeusedonthesitewiththeirgracious
permission.
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ABBOTT
GeorgeA

AH-TYE
Edward

ALTON
Donald

ANDERSON
AndrewW.Jr

ANNIS
Frank

ARNETT
EdwinL

BACHO
TheodoreJ

BAILEY
LamondJ

BAIRD
VernonH

BALSEY
RobertS

BARNSLEY
SidneyO BAUMAN

BERRY BOGGAN
WadeH

BOOMER
JohnL BOOTH BORELLIS

William BRUSH

BUNTE
ErnestL

BURCH
RichardW

BURTON
ArnoldL

CAMERON
WalterReed

CAMERON
WilliamD

CAMPBELL
WilliamF

CAPPARELL
ThomasJ

CARPENTER
Hubert

CASWELL
AndrewD

CHIMA
CorneliusP

CHIMA
Nicholas

CHRYST
PaulD

CLAY
ArthurD

COBB
JuliusD

COHEN
Myron

COLLINS
Philip

COOPER
OwenG

CORNELL
WilliamM
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Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 Virgil G Faust 322nd Age 92
July10,2013,Johnstown,PA

ReportedbyFrankCummins
Virgilwas the radio operator on
JamesJudy’screw.Heandsixother
crewmembersbailedoutofaburning
My Prayer ontheSchweinfurtmission
August17,1943.HewasaPOW for
21monthsinStalag17-B.

Survivedbywifeof66years,Sara
(Helman) Faust; daughter, Janie

(Thomas)Terebus;son-in-law,DennisL.Holtzman;
threegrandchildren;andfourgreat-grandsons.

 Claude E Harper 323rd Age 88
May20,2013,Vienna,IL

Claude was the radio operatoron
James Faris’crew.Flying Sherry’s
Cherries,they were hitby several
enemyaircraftontheNovember2nd
Merseburg mission. Claude was
capturedandspenttheremainderof
thewarasaprisoner.

 Albert P Martineau 401st Age 89
May26,2013,Providence,RI

Albert was a Veteran of WWII,
havingservedintheArmyAirCorps
asatail-gunner.Hewasawardedthe
Distinguished Flying Cross and
severalother decorations for his
service.

Albertwas the beloved fatherof
sevenchildren:Clare(Jerry)Dunn,Lawrence(Rosalie),
Donna(Thomas)Amaral,Leonard,Joseph(Catherine),
John(Patricia),Steven(Precilinda);grandfatherof13.

 Rollie C Hill 324th Age 87
November1,2011,Liverpool,WV

RollievolunteeredfortheU.S.Army
AirForcesduringWorldWarIIand
attainedtherankofT/Sgt.,serving
asaradiooperatorandgunnerona
B-17bomber.Duringthewarhewas
attachedto the 91stBomb Group,
8th Air Force in Bassingbourn,
England.Hecompleted27missions

andwasarecipientoftheDistinguishedFlyingCross.

He is survived by his wife of64 years,Mary K.
Richmond Hill;sons,Jeffrey (Edna),John (Cindi),
James(Pam);andeightgrandchildren.

 Herman S Boncquet 401st Age 95
May15,2013,Benson,AZ

Hermanservedwiththe91stBomb
GroupontheB-17Qualified Quail.
Hesurvived25bombingmissions.

Herman is survived by his wife,
FeliciaM.Boncquet(Kintz)andtheir
children: Denice Williams,Wayne
(JoDeen), Clark (Kay); and four
grandchildren.

 Wayne R Dennison 323rd Age 89
November12,2013,Ellsworth,ME

Wayne was a ballturretgunner
assignedtothecrewofThe Sherrif's
Posse.He was the lastsurviving
memberofthatcrew.

Wayne is survived by his three
children, John Dennison, James
Dennison, and Jane Butler; four
grandchildren.
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 William L Hoots 323rd Age 91

March28,2013,Patterson,IN
William spentthemajorityofhislife
servinghiscountry.Hecompleted25
missionsasagunnerwiththe91st
BombGroup.Afterashortleave,he
wasbackflying missionswith the
303rd Bomb Group.He was shot
downandtakenprisonerofwarNov.
26,1944,butescapedinApril,1945
andwaspickedupbytheBritish.His

laterassignmentsincluded flightengineerandcrew
chief.Heserved18monthsinVietnam,andretired
fromservicein1970.

Duringhisservice,hereceivedthefollowingmedals
and citations:AirCrew Wing,Distinguished Flying
Cross,PurpleHeart,AirMedalwithsixsilveroakleaf
clusters,PresidentialUnitCitation,Outstanding Unit
Awardwithtwobronzeclusters,PrisonerofWarMedal,
Good ConductMedal,Euro-African-Middle Eastern
Campaignwithtwobronzestars,WorldWarIIVictory
Medal,Vietnam ServiceMedalwithonebronzestar,
LongevityServiceMedalwiththreebronzeclusters,
RepublicofVietnam CampaignMedal,MilitaryTraining
InstructorRibbonandExpertMarksmanshipRibbon.

Surviving are three children:CherylPartlow,Lanny
Hoots,and MichaelHoots;fourgrandchildren;one
sister,andnumerousgreat-grandchildren.

 Vernon F Currie 322nd Age 89
December21,2009,TheVillages,FL

 Francis J Moyles 323rd Age 88
CampHill,PA,January17,2013

ReportedbyhissonJim
Francis served his country in the
Army ofthe United States during
WWII,wherehewasapilotandflew
B-17, AT-11 and C-45 aircraft.
Francis flew two combatmissions
and received 2 Bronze Stars,an
ETO Ribbon,anAmericanTheater
RibbonandaWorldWarIIVictory
Medal.

Precedinghim indeathwashislovingwifeElizabeth
Munley Moyles.Surviving is his son,James;and
daughterChristine Miller;three grandchildren;and
threegreat-grandchildren.

 Paul W McElroy 324th Age 93
December26,2013,Waynesville,NC

Paulwasa navigator/pilotflying
B-17 Bombers.Hisprimaryaircraft
wasThe Bloody Bucket.Duringthe
KoreanWar,hewasinvolvedinthe
KoreanAirLift,transportingwounded
troopsandsuppliestoJapan.

Paulleavestocherishhismemories
two daughters; Rebecca; Susan
(James)Davis;fourgrandchildren;

andsevengreat-grandchildren

 Edward J Dobrinski 323rd Age 89
June8,2013,Monee,IL

ReportedbyhisnephewFredDobrinski
Edward was a waist gunner on
Wicked Witch withCapt.JackO'Neil’s
crew.

 Emil J Viskocil 401st Age 98
December4,2013,Farmington,MN

Emilwasaflightengineer/topturret
gunneronRoyGriesbach’screw.He
completed thirty missions over
enemyterritoryandwasawardedthe
DistinguishedFlyingCross.

HeissurvivedbyhisbrotherClarence;
andmanynieces;nephews.

 Franklin F Whitcomb 401st Age 94
February6,2011,Modesto,CA

ReportedbyhisdaughterShareeZyph
Frankwasa co-pilotwith the 91st.Returning from
StuttgartonMarch20,1944,42-31672droppedoutof
formation near Mannheim.PilotFrank Turk flew
Buckeye Boomerang II asthecrew bailedoutnear
Dieppe,France.Theplaneblew up800feetabove
ground level,throwing outTurk.Allcrew members
parachuted,butitisbelievednavigatorJamesGrube
waskilledbyGermansafterreachingtheground.Frank
spent18monthsasaPOW.
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Folded Wings:
 Avery O Gage 401st Age 87

April21,2006,Urbandale,IA
ReportedbyPatrickMilwardandJodyKelly

AverywastheNavigatorforthecrew
formedunderLt.William E.Guldner.
His firstmission was on June 3rd,
1944,onTimes A-Wastin’,butheflew
mostofhismissionsonQualified Quail.
Shewasaluckyshiptothem since
they all completed their tour and
returnedsafelyhome.

Thisluckshowedinhisownwordswhenhetoldabouta
missiontoLeipzig.“WewereinitontheLeipzigmission,
July20,1944,whenitbecametheonlyplaneoutofsixin
thelowsquadrontosurvive.Billtoldmethatthereason
wesurvivedwasbecausetheplanenexttouswasgoing
downanditslidoverintous.Billhadtopulluptoavoid
himwhichtookusoutofthelineoffire.”

AverywasawardedtheDistinguishedFlyingCross.

 Robert S Newman 323rd Age 88
July12,2013,Elberon,NJ

RobertenteredtheArmyAirCorp
duringWorldWarIIatage17.He
was assigned to the 91stBomb
Group,323rd Squadron asa tail
gunner,flying34missionsandwas
awardednumerousservicemedals.
On Father's Day 2012,he was
surprisedbyhisfamilywithaflight
onaB-17atTeterboroAirport.

Heleavestocherishhismemoryhiswifeof68years,
JuneRudewickNewman;daughters,Kathy(Todd)
Nicholas,RobertaBetts,Denise(Louis)Cuevas;ten
grandchildren;eleven great-grandchildren;and five
great-greatgrandchildren.

Folded Wings continued on page 10

THERAGGEDIRREGULARispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfrom AFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall
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