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San Francisco - May 21-26

Nine-O-Nine fliesovertheGoldenGate(courtesyCollingsFoundation)

Planningisunderwayforthe201491stBombGroup(H)reunionin
SanFrancisco!Tohelpplantheeventsandcalculatecosts,weare
askingyoutocompleteashortsurveyfoundinthemiddleofthis
newsletterbeforeDecember1st.Thesurveywillnotcommityou
onewayortheother,butifyouareplanningonattending,please
provideyourfeedback!

TheofficialreuniondatesareMay21st-25th,butstaythroughthe
26th(MemorialDay)andenjoytheWingsofFreedomTourstopat
theLivermoreAirport!

New items in the PX!
DougChandler,whosefatherWillardwas
thetailgunneron Miss Minookie,has
started creating decals and aluminum
signsforourgroup.Wehavestocked
someTriangleAwindowdecalsandsome
91stfrontlicenseplates.We’llbeworking
withDouginthefuturetocreateawide
varietyofsigns.Hehastheabilitytocreate
customsignstoo!

Thisisanexampleofoneofthecustom
signsDoughascreated.
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President’s Corner Mick Hanou

MyannualvisittotheDuxfordAirShowinJulywasveryenjoyable.AsIdo
eachyear,IvisitedBassingbourntopaymyrespects.ThePropMemorial
lookslikeitwasrecentlycleanedandisingoodcondition.The323rd
Memorial,movedin2011duetoriskofmetalthefthasbeenreturnedtoits
originallocationandthebrushhasbeenclearedsoitisaccessible.Itook
ChrisandAmyMurphytodinnerandhadadelightfuleveningreviewingtheir
pastyear’ssuccessesandassuringgoodcoordinationbetweentheTower
Museumandthe91stBGMA.

The91stBGMA2014ReunionisbeingheldaroundMemorialDayWeekend
inhopeswecangetmoreNexGenorevengrandkidsattending.Thisisalso
whentheCollingsFoundation’sB-17Nine-O-Nine (whichIhaveworkedwith
forthelast21years)isvisitingthearea,sotherewillbepossibilitiesofB-17
flightsforthoseinterested.TherearealotofWWIImuseumsintheBayArea
andwearevisitingafew,includingaLibertyShipandSubmarineinSan
Francisco.Realizingthepopularityatpastreunionsofsight-seeing,wehave
proposedtoursatthestartandendoftheReunionperiodandaBayCruise
onFridaynight.Forrealenthusiasts,onMemorialDay,thereisthe
opportunitytovisit“my”annualminiaireventwiththeB-17,B-24,andP-51
withabout15otherWWIIaircraftinattendance.

Mostimportant:TheHotelandbuscompanycontractsvaryincostand
feasibilitybasedonnumberofattendees.TheBoardwishestobecost
effectiveanddoesnotwanttocommittotoomanyroomsorattendeeson
tours.SoIcangetanestimate,Iam askingyoutosendmethesurvey
includedinthisRIindicatingwhateventsyouareinterestedin.Icanthen
modifyorfinalizetheitineraryaccordingtointerest.

Lastly,let’sallrecallthisperiodin1943,seventyyearsago,whenthe8thair
forcewasbearingthebruntofsomeprettyroughattacks,includingthetwo
Schweinfurtraids,anddaylightbombingwasbeingcalledintoquestion.Yet
theyperseveredthroughtolate1943whentheP-51wasabletobean
effectivelong-rangefighter.

HappyHolidaystoallofyouandyourlovedones.

PropMemorialatBassingbournBarracks
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WWII veterans receive French honors
ByScottHuddlestonStaffwriterSanAntonioExpress-News;March18,2013

PhotoBySteveFaulisi/SanAntonioExpress-News

Fromlefttoright,StephenJ.BondarofFredericksburg,RoyE.Loyless
ofKerrville,FrenchConsulateGeneral,FredericBontemsandCharles
StoutofSanAntonio.ThethreeNativeTexansallWorldWarIIveterans
receivedtheFrenchLegionofHonor,thehighesthonorFrancecan
bestowonforeignmilitaryservicemembersfromtheConsulGeneralat
theArmyResidenceCommunityMarch18,2013.

RoyLoylessjumpedfrom aflamingB-17insubfreezing
weatheroverGermanynearly70yearsago,onlytobegina
nine-monthordealasaprisonerofwar.

Memoriesofotheryoungmeninthe91stBombGroup,which
lost13of37planesonthatNov.2,1944,mission,werefresh
onhismindasLoylessandtwootherTexasveteransof
WorldWarIIwereawardedtheFrenchLegionofHonor,the
highestawardgivenbyFrance,inaceremonyMondayatthe
ArmyResidenceCommunity.

“Ihavethehonortorecognizethecourageyoudisplayedso
manyyearsago,”FredericBontems,Frenchconsulgeneralin
Houston,toldLoyless,ofKerrville,andveteransStephen
BodnarofFredericksburgandCharlesStout,wholivesatthe
SanAntonioretirementcomplex.

Themedal,establishedbyNapoleonBonapartein1802,was
createdtohonorFrenchcitizens,butexpandedtoinclude
allieswho have served on French soil.Bontems,who
awardedthemedaltothreeveteransinalocalceremonylast
yearand15othersinaHoustonceremonyinJanuary,noted
thatFrancein1839becamethefirstnationtodeclareitselfan
allyoftheRepublicofTexas,whichbecameaU.S.statein
1845.

U.S.veteransaretypicallygiventhemedalintheclassof
chevalier,orknight,thelowestoffivedegrees.

“Texas has a long tradition offighting for
freedom,”saidBontems,whotookphotoswith
theveteransbya300-year-oldfountainfrom
France that now occupies the retirement
community'snewindooratrium.

Bodnar,87,andStout,88,servedinseparate
infantrydivisionsbutsawactioninandaround
Metz,France,inlate1944.Bodnarwasseriously
woundedbymachinegunfireandhadhisright
legamputated.Butthemembersofhis95th
InfantryDivisionwerenicknamedthe“IronMen
ofMetz”aftertheAmericansunderGen.George
Patton's Third Army took and successfully
defended the city,which long had been a
defensivestrongholdresistanttocapture.

Stout, a gunner and ammunition bearer,
supportedoperationsofthe87thInfantryDivision
tocontainanddefeatGermansatfortsaround
Metz.HelaterwaswoundedinBelgium while
battling the German Panzer Lehr Division.
Havingsurvivedawarthatclaimedmorethan
400,000 American lives,Stoutsaid itwas
humblingtobehonored.

“Ineverthoughtsomething like this would
happentome,”hesaid.

Familymembersoftheveteranssaidthemedal
presentationwasemotional—andoverdue.

“Itseemslikealotofpeoplehaveforgottenthat
sacrifice,”said Sandra Hall,a daughterof
LoylesswhodroveinfromTomball.

Loyless,87,losthisboot,resultinginfrostbiteto
hisfoot,ashebailedoutwhenhisB-17wasshot
down.Butthatinjurysparedhim from someof
thecrueltreatmentAmericansweresubjectedto,
includingforcedmarcheseverydayfornearly
threemonths.Afterninemonthsincaptivityin
GermanyandPoland,hisweightfellfrom157to
120pounds.

Oftheninemeninhiscrew,twodiedinthewar,
andtherestsincehavedied,hesaid.

“Iknewtheywouldwantmetobeheretoaccept
thisaward,”hesaid.
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Mr. Murray Goes to Washington (with Honor Flight Chicago)
By Gary Hall

“It’salongday,butwortheveryminuteofit.”Thisisa
familiarsentimentshared by veterans who have
participatedinanHonorFlight,and91stBombGroup
veteranDonMurraycanbecountedinthosenumbers.

RealizingmanyWorldWarIIveteranscouldnottravel
toseetheirmemorialinWashington,D.C.,dueto
financialorphysicalconstraints,physician’sassistant
andRetiredAirForceCaptainEarlMorsecameupwith
aplan.Earl,aprivatepilot,soughtvolunteerpilotstofly
veteranstoourNation’scapitalandpersonallyescort
themfortheday.Thiswastobedonefreeofchargeto
theveterans.

InMayof2005,HonorFlightgotoffthegroundwithsix
smallairplanestransporting12WorldWarIIveterans
from Springfield,Ohio.InAugustofthatyear,they
beganworkingwithcommercialairlinesinorderto
accommodateasmanyveteransaspossible.Today,
theHonorFlightNetworkhasflownover100,000
veteransfrom132hubsin42states.

HonorFlightwasfirstbroughttoDonMurray’sattention
byhisoculistwhowasfamiliarwithHonorFlight
Chicago.Donlookedintotheflightbecausehewastold
itwouldn’tcosthim anything.Theorganization is
funded bydonationsand itsmanpowerismainly
volunteers.HonorFlightChicagohasonlyonepaid
employee!

DonandJeanieattheLincolnMemorial

Theflightcarriesenoughwheelchairsforeachveteran,
eightvolunteernursesandtwovolunteerdoctors.Each
veteranisaccompaniedbyavolunteerguardianwho
haspaidfortheirownflight.Theguardiansremainwith
theirveteranstheentireday.Don’sdaughterJeanie
appliedtobehisguardianandwasprobablyaccepted
becauseofhernursingexperience.

Dongreetedthemorningoftheflightat2:30a.m.He
hadtoarriveatChicagoMidwayby4:15a.m.After
beingtreatedtoanicebreakfastattheairport,91
veteransandtheirguardiansboardedaSouthwest737
boundforDulles.

Whentheylanded,theyweremetbyseveraltourbuses
andheadedtotheWorldWarIIMemorial.TheWorld
WarIIMemorialwasthecenterpointofthetour,butthe
groupsawallofthememorialsontheNationalMall.
TheyvisitedtheKoreanMemorial,VietnamMemorial,
LincolnMemorial,ConstitutionGardens,Washington
Monument,Reflecting Pool,and the Districtof
ColumbiaWarMemorial.

Ateachstoptherewassomeonewhotalkedaboutthe
memorials.Donwasmostimpressedwiththesheer
sizeoftheLincolnMemorial.IfLincoln’sstatuewere
standing,itwouldbe28feethigh.Healsoenjoyedthe
view oftheCapitolBuildingwhichcouldbeseen
throughouttheMall.

Thegroup’sfinalstopbeforeheadinghomewasthe
NationalAirandSpaceMuseum.TheHonorFlight
returnedtoMidwayaround10:30p.m.Asveterans
exitedtheplane,eachwasmetandescortedbyan
activedutysailorfrom GreatLakesNavalAcademy.
Thesailorswalkedwithorpushedtheveteransin
paradestylethroughthrongsofcheeringadmirers.
Morethan4,000peoplewereinattendancewaiving
welcomehomesigns,Americanflags,andballoons.
TheorganizedreceptionincludedtheChicagoFire
DepartmentPipesandDrums,abrassband,thePatriot
Guard,firemen,policeofficers,activemilitary,friends,
andfamily.“Thenoisewasnearlydeafening.Everyone
wasshakinghandsandsmiling,”saidDon.

“WhenIwasinprisoncamp,weheardthewarwas
over.Ithought,wellthatisgreat.Thenwewaited,”
reminiscedDon.OnMay12,1945,OperationRevival
began.Bombersfromthe91stlandedatanairfieldnext
toStalagLuftIandbegantransportingtheAmerican
prisonersofwartoCampLuckyStrikenearPaluel,
France.Whilewaitingtobereviewedandsenthome,
Donandfiveothersgrewimpatientandcaughtanarmy
flightheadedtoBassingbourn.Arrivingatthebase,



2014 Reunion Survey – Please return by December 1st if planning on attending
The91stBGMA2014ReunionisbeingheldnearMemorialDayWeekendinhopeswecangetmoreNexGen
orevengrandkidsattending.ThisisalsowhentheCollingsFoundationB-17Nine-O-Nine isvisitingthearea
soperhapsyoumayhaveaninterestinsharingB-17flightswithfamily.Theitinerarybelowisabalance
betweenWWIIfocusandtoursasithasbeenatpastreunions.

TheHotelandbuscompanycontractsvaryincostanddo-abilitybasedonnumberofattendees.TheBoard
wishestobecosteffectiveanddoesnotwanttocommittotoomanyroomsorattendeesontours.

ThereforeIamaskingyoutoindicateifyouplantoattend,thenumberinyourparty,andwhatdaysandevents
areofinteresttoyou.Thisisnotacommitment,butratherawayforustogetabetterestimateofeachday’s
attendancetoeffectivelymanagecosts.TheHotelwillbetheCrownPlazaFosterCityjustsouthoftheairport
(withshuttleorfreeparking)andiscentrallylocatedtoourevents,sothedayswon’tbetoolong,norfilledwith
bustravel.Costisestimatedtobe$99-$109perroomeachnight,dependingonhowmanyroomswecommit
to.

Pleaseindicateyourinterestbelowandreplytomeatmhanou@comcast.netormailtoMick Hanou, 607
Blossom Ct, Pleasanton, Ca, 94566.PleasereturnbyDecember1stsoIcanfinalizetoursandcostsbythe
JanuaryRIpublication.

Namesinyourparty ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Pleaseindicatenumberofattendeestoeachtourbelow

Wednesday, May 21 - Reception and Evening ice breaker at Hospitality Suite

DoyouplantostayatthehotelWednesdayevening? Yes_____ No_____

Thursday, May 22 – Tour San Francisco
• MuirWoods(tallesttrees(Redwoods)intheworld),GoldenGateBridge,LunchinSanFrancisco
• AfternoonatFisherman’sWharfarea–choicesofFisherman’sWharf(foodandshopping),BoatTripto

Alcatraz,orGhirardelliSquare&MaritimeMuseum
• BustourtoChinatown,AlamoSquare,GoldenGatePark,etc.

DoyouplantotakeSanFranciscoTour? Yes_____ Howmany_____ No_____

Doyouplantostayatthehotelthatevening? Yes_____ No_____

Friday, May 23 – Easy day, JPL tour, B-17 flights, evening dinner cruise
• BustourofStanfordUniversity,TouroftheJetPropulsionLabatMoffettField
• B-17andB-24andP-51tours-thenchoiceofB-17orB-24flight–separatecost,greatexperience,or

HillierAviationMuseum
• Returntohotelearly-BayDinnerCruise

DoyouplantotakeDayTour? Yes_____ Howmany_____ No_____

Doyouplantotakecruisethatevening? Yes_____ Howmany_____ No_____

Doyouplantostayatthehotelthatevening? Yes_____ No_____

Continuedonnextpage…



2014 Reunion Survey (continued)
Saturday, May 24 – business meeting and 1/2 day tour, banquet

• BusinessMeetingandLunch,1/2daymorningopenforothersforshopping,etc.HospitalitySuiteopen.
• AfternoonTourtoUSSHornetandAlamedaNavalMuseum,MissionSanJose
• EveningBanquet

Areyouinterestedinthe1/2daytour? Yes_____ Howmany_____ No_____

DoyouplantoattendtheBanquetthatevening? Yes_____ Howmany_____ No_____

Doyouplantostayatthehotelthatevening? Yes_____ No_____

Sunday, May 25 – Still in planning phase depending on level of interest
• Morningfree;Noonish–possibleflightstoLivermoreonB-17(?),BehringAutoMuseuminDanville.
• OR–Optionalfull-daytriptoMonterey/17miledrive/Carmel

Doyouhaveaninterestineithertourthatday? Yes_____ Howmany_____

Ifyes,whichtourareyouinterestedin? Livermore/Danville_____

Monterey/Carmel_____

Doyouplantostayatthehotelthatevening? Yes_____ No_____

Monday, May 26 – Extra day, depending on interest.
• ComeseetheannualMemorialDayEventatLivermore–B-17/B-24staticdisplay;about18other

warbirds,includingP-40,P-51,T-6Texan,etc.;opportunitiestomeetotherveterans;periodsingers
andhistoricalre-enactors.

Doyouhaveaninterestinattendingthisevent? Yes_____ No_____

Please return to Mick Hanou by December 1st if you are planning on attending the reunion.

Email:mhanou@comcast.net

Mail:MickHanou
607BlossomCt
Pleasanton,CA94566



2013 PX Order Form – New Items!

BOOKS

Merseburg:Blood,Flak&Oil.The8thAirForceMissions
writtenbyRayBowden.160pagesofdetailedinformation.

$37

PlaneNames&FancyNosesbyRayBowden.Historyofall
91staircraftand nose art.Oursupply ofthis highly
recommendedbookkeepssellingout.Oversizedhardcover,
256pagesplusappendices.Wellillustrated.

$65($75overseas)

Wray'sRaggedIrregulars.1942-43.ByLt.CarltonBrechler.Unbound.131pp.
Firstyearhistory.Writtenduringwar. $10($17overseas)

Wray'sRaggedIrregulars:BoundandretypedversionPXsupplyisagiftfrom
ClydeBurdick. $20($27overseas)

ACCESORIES

FannyPack.Darkbluematerialwith91stLogo. $8

SHIRTS

AdultT-Shirtswithlarge91stBGMAlogoinfull
coloronthefront,onwhitecotton.

S _______ $14($22overseas)
M _______ $14($22overseas)
L _______ $14($22overseas)
XL _______ $14($22overseas)
XXL _______ $17($25overseas)

AdultPoloShirtswith91stlogoinfullcoloronfront(leftbreast)onwhitecotton.
S _______ $28
M _______ $28
L _______ $28
XL _______ $28
XXL _______ $28

Toorder-markyourselections,writeachecktothe91stBGMA,andsendto:

MickHanou
607BlossomCt.
Pleasanton,CA94566

Quantity Cost

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______



2013 PX Order Form – New Items!
PATCHES & PINS

SquadronpatchandGrouppatch.4"embroideredpatch

322__323__324__401__91st___ $7each

91stBGMALapelPin,3/4"diameter.Uniquepindepicting91stbytheRedtail
stripeofaB-17. $6each

GroupLapelpins.Indicategroup,squadron,orsub-depot.

322__323__324__401__441__91st__ $6each

BUMPER STICKERS

322__323__324__401__ $2each

WINDOW STICKERS

322__323__324__401__ $2each

91stBGMA12”WindowDecal***NEW***
$15

91stBGMA8”WindowDecal***NEW***
$15

MISCELLANEOUS

DVD-TheMemphisBelle.52minutefilm madebytheAirForceaboutthe
MemphisBelleanditscrew,thefirstaircraftandcrewtofinishitsassignedtour.
Combatfootageshown.Partlyincolor. $15

91stBGMA licenseplateholder(platenot
included,butavailableforpurchase)

$10

91stBG(H)frontlicenseplate***NEW***
Redw/whitelettering $20

LowFlyingfrontlicenseplate***NEW***
Yelloww/blacklettering $20

Subtotal

MailingCharge

Total

Quantity Cost

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

_______ _______

$7

_______ _______

Your Name_________________________________________________
Shipping
Address Street_________________________________________________

City,ST.Zip___________________________________________
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theydiscovereditwaspracticallyempty.Thegroup
thenheadedtoSouthHamptonandboardedaboatfor
NewYorkCity.

“ItwasnobigdealwhenwegottoNewYork,”stated
Don.“Nocheeringasithadhappenedalready.Igoton
atrainandwenthometoFt.Sheridan.Itwasvery
uneventful.”This[HonorFlight]wasareunionofpeople
whohadthesameexperience.”OnSeptember12,
2013,atChicagoMidway,91veteransreceivedthe
welcomeHometheydidn’thave68yearsago.

IfyouwishtoparticipateinanHonorFlightasa
veteran,volunteerordonor,pleasecontacttheHonor
FlightNetworkusingtheinformationbelow.

Website: www.honorflight.org

Address: HonorFlight,Inc.
300E.AuburnAve.
Springfield,OH45505-4703

Telephone: 937-521-2400-MainOffice
OfficeHours:9:00a.m.-5:00p.m.EST

Don’swelcomehome

WWII veterans storm DC memorial closed by government shutdown
Article by Leo Shane III. Usedwithpermission.©2013StarsandStripes

WASHINGTON -Wheelchair-boundelderlyveterans
pushedasidebarricadestotourtheWorldWarII
MemorialTuesday morning,in defiance of the
government shutdown which closed all of the
memorialsinthenation’scapital.

The fourbus loads ofveterans -visiting from
Mississippiaspartofaonce-in-a-lifetimeHonorFlight
tour-ignoredNationalParkPoliceinstructionsnotto
enterthesiteaslawmakersandtouristscheeredthem
on.

“Wedidn’tcomethisfarnottogetin,”oneveteran
proclaimed.

Thescenewasbothemotionalandcomicalatonce.
Afteritwascleartheyhadlostcontrolofthesituation,
ParkPoliceofficialsstoodaside,tellingpressthatthey
had“askedforguidanceonhow torespond”tothe
breachofsecurity.

As80-somethingveteransslowlywalkedaroundthe
massivewarmemorial,ParkPolicestoodquietlytothe
side,advisingothertouriststhatthesitewastechnically
stillclosed.Buttheymadenomovestostopthewishes
ofthewarheroes.

Thememorialwasclosedbecauseofthegovernment
shutdownthatstarted11hoursearlier,afterlawmakers
failed to passa temporarybudgetplan to keep
nonessentialfederalprogramsoperating.Republicans
andDemocratshavebeenstalledinbudgetfightfor
weeks,mostlyoverlegislativeadd-onsdealingwiththe
newhealthcarelaw.

Asaresult,morethan800,000federalemployeeswere
furloughedTuesday,settoreturnonlyafterCongress
reachesacompromise.Nationalparksandfederal
buildingswerecloseddown.AndtheWWIIMemorial-
along with the Lincoln Memorial, Washington

http://www.honorflight.org
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Monument,andmuchoftherestoftheCapitol-were
barricaded,tokeeptouristsaway.

SeveralRepublicanlawmakerswereonhandtogreet
theMississippiHonorFlightveteransatthememorial
onTuesdayandnoddedthoughtfullyasthegreatest
generationrepresentativesvoicedtheirdispleasureat
beingturnedawayfromtheirownmemorial.

Organizerssaidthetriptookmonthsofplanningand
nearly$100,000indonationsforairfare,foodand
buses.Adozenmorearescheduledinthenextweek.

“It’sgreattobehere,butit’sreallydisappointingthat
wecan’tgetclosertoseeit,”saidGeneTolley,a
MarineCorpsveteranwhoservedinthePacificduring
thewar.“Icamethroughthecitybackinhighschool,
butIwaslookingforwardtocomingbackandseeing
this.”

Hegothiswish.

AsRep.SteveKing,R-Iowa,distractedaParkPolice
representative,otherlawmakersandtheirstaffhelped
topplethemetalfences.Abagpiperonhandforthe
eventledthemenpastthecrowdandintotheheartof
thememorial,attractingalarge,applaudingcrowd.

“Thisjustmeanssomuchtome,”saidAlex“Lou”
Pitalo,anArmyvetwhoalsoservedinthePacific
duringWWII.“Iwaited70yearstogetawelcomelike
this.Andtogettoseethisandtohaveallthosepeople
clapping…I’mjustsohappy.Thiswasamazing.”

Officials from the Honor Flight network, which
organizedthetour,saidtheyhaveadvisedupcoming
tripplannersthatthememorialswillnotbeopentothe
public,andtoplanaccordingly.

Meanwhile,atpresstime,ParkPolicesaidtheywere
stillreviewinghowtohandlesimilarproblemsinthe
future,sincetheystillhavenoindicationwhenthe
governmentshutdownwillberesolved.

Folded Wings (continued from page 8)

 Donald A Connell 324th Age 89
Waterloo,IA,September15,2013

Donwasaflightengineerwiththe91stBombGroup.
Heissurvivedbydaughters,Cheryl(Manuel)Cruzand
Donna(John)Chappas;son,James(Theresa);six
grandchildren;andfivegreat-grandsons.

 Edward Waters 322nd Age 89
Morgantown,WV,February16,2010

ReportedbyhisdaughterVictoriaGoodykoontz
EdenlistedintheGeorgiaNational
Guardin1940.Hisunitwasabsorbed
intotheU.S.ArmyafterthePearl
Harbor bombing. He underwent
traininginOfficers'CandidateSchool
andjoinedtheArmyAirForceafter
hewascommissioned.

Edpiloted24successfulmissions,
butonJune21,1944,hisplaneThe Sleepytime Gal
wasshotdownenroutetoBerlin.Hewastaken
prisonerandsenttoStalagLuftIIInearSagan.Heand
hisfellowprisonerswereevacuatedbytheGermansin
thewinterof1945andmarchedonfootdowninto
southern Germany where they were liberated by
GeneralPatton'sThirdArmy.

HereceivedaPurpleHeart,AirMedalwiththreeOak-
LeafClusters,European–African-MiddleEastern
TheaterRibbonwithtwoBronzeStars,twoOverseas
ServiceBars,anAmericanDefenseRibbon,anda
GoodConductMedal.

Heissurvivedbyninechildren,fourgrandchildren,and
fourgreat-grandchildren.

 Maurice W Knutson 324th Age 62
Clayton,WI,November8,1982

ReportedbyhisdaughterKayDuzynski
MauricejoinedtheArmyAirForcein
1941.HisfirstmissionwasNovember
8,1942.FlyingonThe Sad Sack, he
wasshotinanairraidoverFrance.
Hespentsevenmonthsinahospital
andtooktotheairagaininAugust
1943.Maurice was awarded the
PurpleHeart,AirMedalwithOakLeaf

ClusterandtheDistinguishedFlyingCross.

Aftercompletinghis25thmissionontheHoosier Hot
Shot,hewentdancinginLondonandmetSarahJane
McGuigan.SarahJanewasfrom Coleraine,Northern
IrelandservinginLondonasanurse.Theywere
marriedinCambridge,EnglandonJuly15,1944.

Atthetimeofhisdeathhewassurvivedbyhiswife
SarahJaneKnutson;sonMaury;daughtersJackie,Kim
andKay;andfourgrandchildren.Hiswife,SarahJane,
diedonDecember14,2011,attheageof90.

 
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 Fewer E McGee 324th Age 93

Lockhart,TX,July25,2013
ReportedbyhissonEd

McGeeenteredtheArmyAirCorpsin
1942.HewasaB-17pilotwiththe
91stBombGroup(H)duringWWII
andafterwardservedwiththeFifth
and Twentieth AirForces ofthe
Strategic Air Command and the
TwelveAirForceoftheTacticalAir
Command. He retired from
Bergstrom AirForceBasein1971

aftera29yearmilitarycareer.Hewasaformer
PrisonerofWar.

HismilitarydecorationsincludetheDistinguishedFlying
Cross,thePrisonerofWarMedal,theMeritorious
ServiceMedal,theAirMedalwithfouroakleafclusters,
thePurpleHeartMedal,thePresidentialUnitCitation
Ribbon,theArmyCommendationMedal,theAirForce
CommendationMedalwithoneoakleafcluster,theAir
ForceOutstandingUnitAwardMedalwithoneoakleaf
cluster,theWorldWarIIVictoryMedal,theNational
DefenseServiceMedalwithfouroakleafclusters,the
AirForceLongevityServiceAwardRibbonwithfour
oakleafclusters,theSmallArmsExpertMarksmanship
AwardandtheArmedForcesReserveMedal.

HemarriedRitaReillyin1951.Sheprecededhim in
deathin1992.HemarriedBettyMurphyin2000.His
survivorsincludehiswife,Betty;sonsEdmundand
Kevin,astepdaughter,SharonCook;stepsonsJohn,
James,andMichaelMurphy;threegranddaughters;
fivegreat-grandchildren;fourstepgrandchildrenand
threestepgreat-grandchildren.

 Robert M Cattan 441st Age 86
Groveland,MA,August2,2010

RobertservedduringWWIIwiththe401stSubDepot,
providingmaintenancetoallfoursquadronsofthe91st.

 Everett L Dodd 324th Age 86
Hernando,MS,July28,2009

EverettwasatailgunneronBruce
Parson’screw withthe91stBomb
Group.

Heleaveshiswifeof56years,Polly;
son Brad (Sandra); and one
granddaughter.

 Dolph “Dee” D Boyer 323rd Age 86
Roseburg,OR,May1,2011

DeespenttimeinEnglandduringWWII.Hismilitary
careerincludedperiodsofactivedutyintheArmyand
thentheAirforce,continuingserviceintheAirForce
Reservesuntil1984.HeremainedinvolvedinWarbirds
andDCompanyReunionsthroughouttherestofhis
life.

Deeissurvivedbyhiswife,Patricia;sons,Michaeland
Steve (Rachel);daughter,Sue Williams;and five
grandchildren.

 James D Hammond 323rd Age 87
Bedford,TX,October17,2010

JimenlistedintheU.S.ArmyAirCorpsandservedhis
countryasaB-17commandpilotduringWorldWarII.
HecontinuedhisdistinguishedmilitarycareerasaU.S.
AirForcerecruitingofficer.HeretiredfromtheAirForce
in1965.

Jim issurvivedbyhiswifeof64years,Katherine;
daughters,Donna (Bob) Bowland,Vicki(Darrel)
KirklandandTricia(Chris)Hawkins;son,James;three
grandchildren;andonegreat-grandchild.

 Martin P Merz 324th Age 86
MorganUT,October26,2009

Martin’schildhooddream wastobecomeapilot,his
boyhoodroom fullofalltypesofmodelairplanes.He
enlistedintheArmyAirCorpandgraduatedfrompilot
traininginSeptember1943.Heflew32missionsasa
pilotinB-17's,alsoparticipatingintheD-Dayinvasion.

MartinparticipatedinWorldWarII,theKoreanConflict,
andthreetoursofdutyinVietnam.Heearnedmany
awardsanddecorationswhichincludetheSilverStar,
BronzeStar,sixDistinguishedFlyingCrosses,25Air
Medals,aPurpleHeart,threeArmyCommendation
Medals,numerousCampaignandUnitcitations.He
retiredaColonelin1972,asacommandpilotwithover
20,000hoursofflying.

Martinissurvivedbyhiswife,Jane;sons,MichaelP.
(Marian),MartinM.(Mona);daughters,JanetMerz
Glick,andMaryAnnMerz,20grandchildrenand32
great-grandchildren.
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Folded Wings:
 Norbert F Swierz 401st Age 92

PalmHarbor,FL,July21,2012
ReportedbyhisdaughterAprilRay

NorbertjoinedtheArmyAirCorpsin
November1941.Heflewbombingraids
overGermanyasagunner,beingshot
downtwiceandspendingtwoyearsas
aprisonerofwaratStalag17.After
threeescapesandrecaptures,hewas
eventuallyliberatedbyGen.Patton’s
Armyafteran18-dayforcedmarch
throughGermany.

Norbertearned27awardsandcitations,includingfive
PurpleHearts,theDistinguishedFlyingCrossandthe
FrenchLegionofHonorChevalier.Heretiredfrom
militaryservicein1974.Hewroteabookofhiswartime
memoirs,“IfIToldYouOnce,”whichwaspublishedand
acceptedintotheLibraryofCongressin2010.

He leaves behind his wife,Muriel;sons,Gregory
(Joanne),Jeffery(Chantal);daughter,AprilRay(Rich);
anddaughter-in-law,RenaSwierz;11grandchildren;and
fivegreat-grandchildren.

 Donald L Frans 324th Age 86
Arlington,TX,April15,2010

HeservedhiscountryintheU.S.AirForceduring
WorldWarII.Donaldissurvivedbyhiswife,Marilyn;
son,Bruce(Ann);daughters,Dawn(Mike)Millerand
Kelley(Raymond)Suarez;andthreegrandchildren.



 Charles F Hadd Sr 322nd Age 92
Tucson,AZ,June8,2009

Charlesflew severalmissionswiththe91stBomb
GroupasaPathfindernavigator.Heservedinthe
KoreanWarasanavigatoronC-97stransporting
woundedandsupplies.In1956,hebecametheChief
WeatherOfficeratLukeAirForceBasewherehe
retiredin1965.

CharlesissurvivedbyhissonChuckJr.;daughters
LeilaniHaddandVictoriaHadd-Wissler(Craig);and
onegrandson.

Folded Wings continued on page 6

THERAGGEDIRREGULARispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfromAFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall
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