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The Future of the Tower Museum Bassingbourn
As we know many people willnow be aware,
BassingbournBarracksisinastateofsomeuncertainty
regardingitsfutureuseandpurposes,therumourmills
areworkingovertimewithspeculationandgossipasto
whatwillbecomeofthebase;sowewantedtotakethis
opportunitytosettherecordstraightasfarasthefuture
oftheTower Museum isconcerned.

In 2011 the Directors (volunteers)ofthe Tower
Museum signedanew15yearleaseandindoingso
becameresponsiblefortheupkeepandmaintenanceof
thecontroltowerbuildingandthegroundsitresides
upon.BysigningthisleasetheDirectors,inadditionto
becoming solely responsible for the upkeep and
maintenanceofthebuilding,havenow alsobecome
responsible for(attempting to)raising the money
neededtofullyrenovateandrestorethecontroltower
buildingandmuseum,insideandout;afigureinthe
regionof£250,000.00isneededtocompletethetask!
Thisisa massiveundertaking byasmallteam of
volunteers,andshouldrelaytopeoplethelevelof
commitmentinvolvedbytheDirectors,andthedevotion
tothehistoryandwhattheTower Museum standsfor.

Wearetellingyouthisfirstly,sothatyouhavesome
ideaofthebehindthescenesworkthathasbeen
taking place to secure the future forthe Tower
Museum when attimes this may have been in
question.

NowyouareawareofthelengthstheDirectorshave
andaregoingto,tosecureandpreservetheTower
Museum we can come onto whatthe future of
BassingbournBarracksmaymeanforus.

Thesituationtodayisit’s business as normal forthe
Tower Museum.Forreasonsunknowntous,other
clubsandorganisationsbasedontheBarracks,were,
backinSeptember2012issuedwithnoticetovacate

BassingbournBarracksbytheendofMarch2013;we
havehadnosuchcommunicationorcorrespondenceto
thisaffect.EachcivilianorganisationontheBarracks
hastheirownindividuallyagreedleasearrangements,
and assuchwecan onlyguessthatourlease is
somewhatdifferenttoothers.

Our15yearleasewillrunforaminimum of3years
beforeanyoptionscanbetakenbyeitherparty.During
whichtimethefutureofBassingbournBarrackswillbe
knownandtheDirectorsoftheTower Museum willbe
forgingaheadwithoneoftwoplanswehavereadyto
putintoaction.

Inshortandasmentionedabovealready,theDirectors
oftheTower Museum willbecontinuingbusinessas
normal;the Museum isdue to open forthe 2013
seasononSunday10Marchandwewillcontinueto
promote the Tower Museum both nationally and
internationally;wewillmoveforwardwith“OPERATION
RESTORATION”–thecampaigntoraiseandsecure
thefundsneededtorestoreandpreservetheTower
Museum forfuturegenerations-andwillcontinueto
furtherouraimsandobjectives:

• Tohonourthesacrificesandmemoriesofthemen
oftheRoyalAirForce(BomberCommand)andthe
91stBombardmentGroup(Heavy)UnitedStates
ArmyAirForce,whoservedatBassingbournduring
thedarkdaysofWorldWarII,andtoensurethat
theirsacrificesandactionsarenotforgotten;

• Tobecomeacentreofhistoricalandeducational
importancesothatcurrentandfuturegenerations
canlearn ofthe eventsthattookplaceatthis
airfield,thesacrificesmadeandthepricethatwas
paidtosecureourfreedomandliberty;

Continued on page 3
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President’s Corner Mick Hanou
Thepurposeofthe91stBGMAisto“perpetuate the memory of the former
members of the 91st Bombardment Group (H) and supporting units…”
which includes raising funds,publishing the RI,maintaining Memorials
aroundtheworld,holdingreunions,cooperatingwithaffiliatedorganizations,
andencouragingtheRingandWebsite.TheBoardrecentlymettodiscussa
numberofkeyitemswhichwillenableustomaintainahealthyorganization.
Somearetheongoingneedtofundthe91stBGMARaggedIrregularand
Web,whileotherscameforthfromthe2012Reunionbusinessmeeting.

Youwillfindinsideaninsertfortheannualdues.Thedueshavenotbeen
raisedand$10isaprettygooddealforMembership.Theseduesare
insufficienttosupportthecostsneededtoupkeepourwonderfulwebsiteand
printtheRI.TheBoardhadsomeoptions–raisethedues,amendtheBy-
LawstochargefortheRI,orourfinaldecision–requestcontributionstofund
theRIandaskpeopletoreceiveitdigitallywherepossible.Membersingood
standingwillcontinuetoreceivetheprintedRIifunabletoreceiveitdigitally.
Insupportofthis,IhavetakenapassagefromJimShepherd’sJanuary2011
RIandhavedonated$250tothe91stBGMA(withacompanymatch)and
askthosewhocantofollowthatlead.

ForFULLmembers,onthebackoftheduesnoticearetwoBy-Lawchanges
thatneedtobevotedon.Theyarenotsubstantivechangesandtheydeal
withformalizingsupportfortheWebandtheRinginasimilarmannerasthe
By-LawsdoforthePX.Pleasevoteandreturntheinsertevenifyouarea
LifeFULLmemberwhodoesn'thavetoreturnthedues.

AstothePX–IntheOctoberRI,Irequestedavolunteertostepforwardand
assistwiththePX.Thisisasourceforraisingfundsbutrequiressomeone
withmoresavvythanIhavearoundwebsitesandwhohasthetimeand
dedicationtoorganizethePX.JimandSusiehandledthisverywellforyears
butitistimetopassonthebaton.Weneedsomeonesoonsowecan
restockthePXinpreparationfor2013.

ThereisgoingtobeaRallyRoundatChino–sosavethedatesofMay3rd
throughthe5th.Jim andIaregoingtobeattendingtotheChino91stBG
displaycases,whichwehopetofillwithdonateditems.YourecallmyVeep’s
ViewsonMemorabilia–firsttoyourfamilytoretaincontext.However,a
recentevent,whereamember’smaterialwenttoanestateagent,causesme
toaskourveteranstoassuretheirMemorabiliagoestotheproperplace.If
youdohaveanyMemorabiliayouwishtodonateatsomepointtoour
growingcollection,pleasestateyourintentionsinyourwilloradviseyour
familythatitbedonatedtothe91stBGMAandprovideourcontactdetails.

The91stBGMABoardandvolunteersareworkinghardfortheorganization.
Janet,ourhistorian,completedaPOW databaseandisnow workingon
compilinga“yearbook”andyouwillseearequestfrom herinthisRI.Jody
Kelly does an outstanding job keeping up with the accounting and
membershipyetcouldusehelpwithsomeofthesecretarialduties.Gary
Hall’sworkontheRaggedIrregularisfantastic.Jimcontinuestomaintainour
wonderfulwebsite,whileMikeBantahandlestheRingwithaplomb.And,
fromourfriendsacrossthepond,youwillseeinthisRIareportonthehealth
andimprovementsoftheTowerMuseum Bassingbournaswellasstatuson
thebase.

91st BGMA Officers
President
Mick Hanou
607BlossomCt
Pleasanton,CA94566-7783
Tel:(925)425-3220
mhanou@comcast.net

1st Vice President
Jody Kelly
3829SunsetLn
Oxnard,CA93035
Tel:(805)984-7706
njkelly@roadrunner.com

2nd Vice President
Tom Freer
6380WinsteadCt
Lisle,IL60532
Tel:(630)747-3700
tmf1108@sbcglobal.net

Historian
Janet Larocco
fauno-aventi@usa.net

Editor
Gary Hall
1054SunriseDr
Woodbury,MN55125
Tel:(651)260-2397
raggedirregular@gmail.com

Please send Folded Wings
informationtoJodyKelly.

AprilR/Isubmissionsmustbe
receivedbyMay 15th.

91st BG E-mail Ring
b17banta@aol.com

91st on the Web
www.91stbombgroup.com
www.bombsqd323rd.com
www.facebook.com/groups/91st
BGMA

http://www.91stbombgroup.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/91st
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Tower Museum - continued from page 1

• Tobecometheflag-shipMuseum ofitskindwithin
theUnitedKingdom,and;

• Toalwayskeepthememoryaliveforthosewho
comeafter.

Should further information affecting the Tower
Museum becomeavailable,wewillendeavourtokeep
ourmembers,friendsandsupportersinformedatall
times.

IfyoushouldhaveanyquestionsabouttheTower
Museum pleasedonothesitatetocontactusdirectly
byemailtotowermuseum.121@btinternet.com orby
telephoneon01763245300–leaveusamessage
andwewillcallyouback.

Wehopethatthisstatementwillalleviateanyconcerns
anyone may have had and would like thank our
members,friendsandsupportersfortheircontinued
support.

The Directors of the Tower Museum Bassingbourn

Chino Airshow and Rally Round!
ARallyRoundisscheduledinChino,Californiaatthe
PlanesofFameAirMuseumforMay3rdto5th,2013.

AlimitednumberofroomsareavailableattheAyres
HotelChinoHill.Theyofferarateof$89.95pernightif
youcallthefrontdeskat(909) 631-2922 andmention
thePlanesofFameMuseum.Therateincludesafull
breakfast.Westronglysuggestyoucalltoday!

Thoseattendingshouldsendacheckfor$50.00per
person,payabletoJim Shepherd.Thiscoversyour
entrancefeeandtransportationtotheAirShow.You
willreceiveafullrefundifyoudonotattend.

JimShepherd
20670ViaAugusto
YorbaLinda,CA92887
(714)970-5540

Collings Foundation Schedule
Nine-O-Nine isalreadyonthe2013WingsofFreedom
Tour.Stopdateslistedbelow.Formoreinformationsee
www.collingsfoundation.orgorcall(978)562-9182.

1/28-1/30 FortMyers,FL
PageFieldAirport

1/30-2/1 Marathon,FL
TheFloridaKeysMarathonAirport

2/1-2/4 BocaRaton,FL
BocaRatonAirport

2/4-2/8 PompanoBeach,FL
PompanoBeachAirpark

2/8-2/10 FortLauderdale,FL
FortLauderdaleExecutive

2/15-2/17 Melbourne,FL
MelbourneInternational

3/1-3/3 Leesburg,FL
LeesburgInternationalAirport

3/4-3/6 Tallahassee,FL
TallahasseeRegionalAirport

3/6-3/8 Destin,FL
Destin-FortWaltonBeachAirport

3/8-3/10 Pensacola,FL
PensacolaInternationalAirport

3/11-3/13 Hattiesburg,MS
HattiesburgMunicipalAirport

3/13-3/15 Alexandria,LA
AlexandriaInternationalAirport

3/15-3/17 Tyler,TX
TylerRegionalAirport

3/20-3/24 Dallas,TX
DallasLoveField

323rdveteranGeorgeKesselringincommandofNine-O-Nine.

http://www.collingsfoundation.orgor
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It’s Dues Time Again!
2013Duesof$10shouldbesenttothetreasurerassoonas
possible.Weareaskingfora$10donationfrom non-veteran
memberswhoreceivetheRIbymailtocoverprintingand
mailingcosts.IfyouwishtoreceiveadigitalversionoftheRI,
contactGaryHallviaemail:raggedirregular@gmail.com.

Burch Engelbrektson Justen McCarty
RichardW Sune CharlesJ MartinW

91st Yearbook Project Update
“Operation91stYearbook”createdaflurryofactivitywhenit
wasfirstannouncedintheJuly2012RaggedIrregular.

Thousandsofmenservedwiththe91stduringWorldWarII,
butsadly,todatewehavereceivedfewerthan100portrait
donations.Afewofthoseportraitsareshownabove.Ifyouor
alovedoneservedwiththeGroup,andwehavenotheard
from you,pleaseconsidercontributingtothisvaluableand
importantproject.

Foradditionalinformation,orto submitphotographsand
information,pleasecontactHistorianJanetLaroccobyemail:
fauno-aventi@usa.net.

[Above]AsmallsouvenircopyofShoo Shoo Shoo
Baby noseartresidesintheExperimentalAircraft
Association’s museum at Oshkosh, WI. Tony
Starcerpaintedthecopiesofhisoriginalartworkon
sheetmetalremoved from the B-17 during its
restoration.GladysStevensofLouisa,VAdonated
thissouvenirtotheEAAmuseum.

[Below]Mrs.JackieStarcersetupadisplayof
Tony’sworkattheCommunityCenterinDiamond
Bar,CAonVeteran’sDay2012.Jackiereportsa
TVcrewworkingonadocumentaryhonoringB-17
noseartrecentlyphotographedTony’scanvasesfor
theirprogram.We willkeep you posted on the
program’sairdate!
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The Story Behind the Photograph: Conrad and General “Ike”
ByJanetLaroccoastoldbyConradL.Lohoefer

CrewmembersinspectthefirstmajorbattledamagesufferedbythisB-17FlyingFortressin65missions.Oneofthegiant
three-bladedpropellerswastornfrom itshubbyanear-missflakburstonarecentbombingmissionoverGermany.The
heavybladesscarredtheenginecowling,andrippedintothemetalfuselage,narrowlymissingthelikenessofthe
SupremeCommander,beforeplummetingearthward.TheFortresswasforcedtoleavethebomberformationafter
droppingitsbombs,andcamebacktobasealone.“Ike”waschristenedbyGeneralEisenhowerwithabottleof
MississippiRiverwater.Theintenseday-after-daypaceofthebombingoffensiveagainsttargetsinadvanceofAllied
groundforces,oilrefineries,communicationcenters,leftlittletimefora5thstartobeaddedtothe“General’s”uniform.
TheFortressisamemberofthe91stBombardmentGroup,commandedbyColonelHenryW.Terry,Ossining,N.Y.Crew
memberspicturedhereare:(lefttoright),StaffSergeantConradL.Lohoefer,Amarillo,Texas;T/Sgt.EarlA.Jones,
Pennsgrove,N.J.;S/Sgt.JohnW.Mikesell,Washington,Pa.;1stLt.MedfordM.Borgeson,MidwayCity,Calif;andS/Sgt.
IrvinW.Kline,Norfolk,Neb.([sic]NationalArchives)

Notesonthephotographarecorrectastoidentification.
Lt.Borgesonwasmypilot;theotherthreemenwere
fromothercrews.

Afterthemission,wewereininterrogation,andwaiting,
youalwayshadtowaitforinterrogation,andthisLt.
Colonelcameinandsaid"Ineedsomeguysfora
picture.”Hepointedatme,andtheotherthreeguys,
said,“Oh,yeah,Ineedanofficer,”andhepickedmy
pilotSkipwhowassittingnexttome.

Heloadedusintoajeepandwewentovertothe
hangerwheretheyhadparkedtheGeneral “Ike”.They
proceededtostagethepicture.

Afterwards,henevertoldusanythingandwedidn't
knowwhattheydidwiththepicture,butitgotintothe
AssociatedPresspipeline,anditevidentlywentallover
theworld.ItappearedintheAmarillo,Texaspaperand
mymotheralmostfaintedwhenshesawit!Latershe
toldmethatpeoplefrom alloverthecountrycutitout
andsenthercopiesofit,soIguessitgotaround.The
Amarillo paperdid send the originalpicture they
receivedfrom theAPtomymotherandIstillhaveit.
SkipandIneversaw theotherguysagain;thatwe
knewof,sothat'saboutalltherewastoit.

Wedidflythesamemission,onlyinourownplane,Old
Battle Axe.
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The Untold Story
ByTheodoreSkawienski

PROLOGUE

ThisisbeingwritteninmemoryofS/Sgt.DonaldW.
Pubentz,thelastmanofthe91stBombGroupkilledin
combat.Thisisthe second writing of“The Untold
Story”;thefirstwassubmittedtothe91stBombGroup
MemorialAssociation many years ago and was
apparentlylostinthearchives.

Yetquestionspersistastowhathappenedasindicated
bythecasualtyreport,aletterfrom PaulO.Kennedy
andthewritingbyLowellGetz’sbook“Mary Ruth”
Memories of Mobile … We Still Remember.Chapter
One:“AnotherTime,AnotherPlace”.Inaddition,there
areseveralotherwrittenaccountspertainingtothe
missionofApril17thonDresdenthathavenotbeen
consideredpreviously.

FirstthereisthewrittenaccountbyRobertLangston,
the radio operator on board Ragan’s Raiders.
SpecificallyofimportanceisthefactthattheBallTurret
GunnerS/Sgt.PubentzactuallyshotdownaGerman
fighter,priortohisdemise.

Secondly,inJamesL.Waymire’sdiary,agunnerflying
onthesamemission,verifiedthatS/Sgt.Pubentzshot
downoneoftheMe-262’s.Hefurtherstatesthatthere
weresixMe-262Germanfightersthatattackedthe
323rdBombSquadronformation.

ThirdlyisTedSkawienski’saccount,havingflownon96
combatmissions[inboththePacificandEurope]where

allaircraftreturnedhometoflyagain.However,this
recordistarnishedwiththeonefatality,thelossof
S/Sgt.Pubentz.ThememoryoflosingS/Sgt.Pubentz
on his lastrequired mission is agonizing to Ted
Skawienskitothisday.

S/Sgt.DonaldW.Pubentz

THE UNTOLD STORY

TheseventeenthdayofApril1945waslikeanyother
combatdayatBassingbournAirBase,UK.Wakeup
callwasat3:00AM followedbyabreakfastofbacon
andeggs.Briefingat5:00AM,where1stLt.Theodore
L.Skawienski(“Kelly”hisnickname)learnedhewasto
flyB-17aircraft#263Ragan’s Raiders,asleadofthe
thirdhighelementofthe323rdhighsquadron;the
targetDresden,Germany.

Crewstationsat5:30AM.HereKellymethistwonew
crew members;a2ndLt.Co-Pilot,hisfirstcombat
mission,and BallTurretGunnerS/Sgt.Donald W.
Pubentzononeofthefinalmissionsofhiscombattour.
Thecrew wasjubilant,doinghighfives,justanother
combatmission,a “MilkRun”.Briefing stated light
FLAKandnoforeseeableGermanfighters.

Ragan’s Raiders’engineswerestartedat5:45AM.
Kellyreceivedthegreenlightfrom thetowertotaxiout

oftherevetmentandontotherunway.Giventhego
sign,KellyshovedthethrottlesfullforwardandRagan’s
Raiders,atfullpower,liftedofftherunwayat5:55AM.
LeavingthecoastofEnglandandovertheEnglish
Channel,Kellygavethecommandforthegunnersto
cleartheirguns.Continuingtoclimb,Kellysecuredhis
wingaircraftat4,000feetandthenledhiselementto
rendezvous with the Leaderofthe 323rd Bomb
Squadron.

Justafterleaving the target,B-17 #263 Ragan’s
Raiders wasattackedbytwoorthreeMe-262German
jetfightersfrom sixo’clocklow.Onthefirstpassa
20mm cannonshellwentthroughthecenteroftheball
turret.Theexplodingshellblew awaytherearhalfof
theballturretandthrewS/Sgt.Pubentzpartiallyout,his
bodydanglingintheairstream.Inamatterofseconds,
beforethewaistgunnerscouldreachhim,hefellaway
withonlyhisflightbootleftonpartoftheballturret.
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TheMe-262jets’secondpasshittheNo.2engine,
damagingoneofthecylindersandknockedoffthe
cowling.ThetailgunnerS/Sgt.RaymondMurakowski
waswoundedinthechest.Anexploding20mmcannon
shelldrovepartsofhisflakvestintohisbody.Theforce
ofthe exploding shelldrove him backagainstthe
ammunitionbox,breakinghisrightarm.Withlossof
powerintheNo.2engineRagan’s Raiders began
losingaltitude.KellyyelledoutfortheCo-Pilottogive
him moreengineboost,tocrankuptheengineair
booster,to#10,normallysetat#8.TheCo-Pilotdidnot
understandthecommand.Kellyreachedaroundthe
fourthrottlesandsettheairboosterto#10.Glancing
outfronthesawanotherMe-262comingonitsattackat
twelveo’clocklow.

ThisMe-262waspositivethatitsattackwouldfinishoff
Ragan’s Raiders.KellyloweredthenoseoftheB-17
rightattheGermanfighterandcalledouttotheTop
TurretGunnertostartfiring.TheMe-262brokeoffits
attacktolocateaneasiertarget.Thebattlebetweenthe
jetandbomberwasoverinamatterofseconds.

Withtheextrapower(boostsetat#10)Kellywasable
togetbackintothebomberformation,thushuggingthe
protection ofallofthe squadron fire power.A
subsequentevaluationofRagan’s Raiders bythecrew
membersrevealedthatthetailgunnerwasbadlyhurt.
KellycalleduptheGroupCommanderstatingthathe
losthisBallTurretGunnerandthattheTailGunner
wasbadlywounded.TheGroupLeaderrepliedthat
about30milesdeadaheadwasalandingstripunder
thecontroloftheAmericanswithanarmyfieldhospital.

Kelly started the descentofRagan’s Raiders and
feathered the No.2 engine asitwassmoking,a
candidateforanenginefire.Descendingto2,000feet,
justshortofthelandingstrip,theplanecircled.Kelly
askedtheFlightEngineerS/Sgt.HenryL.Lilleytogo
backintothewaistoftheairplaneandjettisonwhatwas
leftofthehangingballturret.Thehangingballturret
wouldhavedamagedtheunderbellyoftheplaneon
landing.

Ragan’s Raiders continuedcirclingthelandingstrip,
nowat1,000feetasthegunnersworkedatdislodging
thehangingballturret.Afterabout15minutes,witha
sighofrelief,S/Sgt.Lilleycalledupthattheremaining
partoftheballturretwasjettisoned.

1stLt.Skawienskilandedtheairplaneontheedgeof
theasphaltrunwayandtaxiedtowardthearmytent
field hospital.Kellypaused to watch a B-17 from
anotherBomb Group landing,butunfortunately it
landedlongandendedinaditchnosedownattheend
oftherunway.ThisB-17alsohadawoundedTail
Gunner,anothervictimoftheMe-262jetfighterattacks.
TailGunnerS/Sgt.Murakowskiandthesecondtail
gunnerawaitedtheirturnwithothertroopcasualtiesat

theUS Armyfieldhospital.S/Sgt.Murakowskiwas
finallyoperatedonat10:30PMwithKellyobservingas
thesurgeonprobedforpiecesofshrapnel.

Aftercompletingsurgery,thesurgeon,anArmyMajor,
wenttogetadrinkofwaterfromtheListerbagandwas
shotandkilledbyaGermansniper.Deathplaysno
favoritesinwar.ThenextmorningtheRagan’s Raiders
aircrewusedsomesheetmetaltocoverupthehole
madebythedislodgedballturret.TheNo.2engine
couldnotberepaired.Next,thecrew loadedS/Sgt.
Murakowskiand the second TailGunner aboard
Ragan’s Raiders.Itsengineswerestartedforathree
enginetakeoff.

KellytaxiedtheB-17downtheshortasphaltrunway,
continuingdowntheroadattheendoftherunway.
Theycrossedabridgewherethein-boardengines
barelyclearedtheconcreteabutmentsandcontinued
downtheroadtoaconcreteunloadingramp.Kelly
turnedRagan’s Raiders aroundpreparingfortakeoff.

1stLt.Skawienskigavethefollowinginstructions,“We
aregoingtotakeoffdowntheroad,acrossthebridge
andontotheasphaltrunwayforliftoff.”Kellythenset
thethrottles,adjustingthem forathreeenginetakeoff.
Ragan’s Raiders’ brakeswerereleasedandtheplane
startedrollingdowntheroad,acrossthebridgeand
safelyontotheroadleadingtotheasphaltrunway.
Kellycalledfor¼ flapsasruddercontrolspeedwas
reachedatthefrontedgeoftheasphaltrunway.The
B-17wasairborneat1,200feetdowntherunway,
climbedto8,000feetandcrossedtheEnglishChannel.

ReachingBassingbournat1200hours,thefieldwas
circled as the aircrew fired red flares indicated
woundedaboard.Ragan’s Raiders washomeaday
late.Thetwotailgunnersweretakentothehospitalat
WimpoleHallwheretheyfullyrecovered.

SebastienFontainefrom Belgium adoptedthegraveofS/Sgt.
DonaldW.Pubentz,buriedattheArdennesAmericanCemetery,
Belgium. photofromwww.91stbombgroup.com

http://www.91stbombgroup.com
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The Last Flight of Sugar Blues - February 22. 1944
ByLt.Col.ArthurClay,AFRESRet.–SubmittedbyDavidClay

IwasaB-17bombardierintheEighthAirForce,1st
BombDivision,91stBombGroup,323rdSquadron,Lt.
RomanMaziarz’screw.Onamissiontobombaircraft
factoriesatAschersleben,Germany,on22February
1944,ourB-17Sugar Blues wasseverelyshotupby
Germanfighters.Lt.Maziarzwasforcedtoditchinthe
NorthSea.

Atthe mission briefing,when Aschersleben was
announcedasthetarget,therewasagroanfromtheair
crews.Wehadbeentothisareaon11January,and
weranintoarealhornetsnest.Thesituationwasmuch
thesameon22February.Afterthebombershadtaken
off,theweatheroverEnglandagaindelayedourfighter
escortoperations,sowhenwegotoverthecontinent
theonlyfighteraircraftwesaw wereGermans.They
knewthebomberswouldbealone,sotheywereready
andwaiting.

Ifmymemoryiscorrect,our
planewasflyinginthelow
squadronofthelow group,
which was made up of
planesfrom the 91stand
the 381stBomb Groups.
Before we reached the
target,wewereattackedby
Focke-Wulf190s.A B-17
from the381stthatwasto
ourleftandabovewashit,
andinsecondsitwasaball
offireandwewerepastit.

Subsequent attacks took
out our #1 engine and
damaged two others.Our
airspeedwasdroppingandwewereforcedtodropout
oftheformation.Withoutthesupportoftheotherguns
ofthe formation we were a sitting duck and the
Germanscameinforthekill.

Aftermoreattacks,thepilotputtheplaneinasteep
dive,from 20,000feetto1,000feet.Afterthebombs
weredropped,wewentrightdownonthedeckwitha
headingforEngland.

ThefirstthingIsaw whenweleveledoff,atalmost
treetoplevel,wasaGermanfarmerstandinginthefield
withahorseandwagon.Whenheturnedandsawthe
Americanbomber,heputhisarmsintheair.Iguesshe
thoughtweweregoingtoshoothim.

Atfirstitwassucharelieftogetawayfrom thefighters
andflak,butwewerestillincentralGermanywithbig
problemsandalongwaytogo.Therightinboard

engine was useless,and the propellerwas “wind
milling”,whichincreasedthefuelconsumptionofthe
otherengines.To conserve fuel,allgun barrels,
ammunitionandlooseequipmentwerejettisoned.

Wepassedoverflaktowers,anti-aircraftgunsandan
armycamp.Wewereactuallytoolowforthem toshoot
atus.Whenthepeopleonthegroundstartedwavingat
us,weknew wehadcrossedtheborderintoenemy-
occupiedHolland.

Lt.Maziarzdidagreatjobofflying.Attimesitwas
necessarytopulluptogetoverpowerlines.Hegot
everythingpossibleoutofthedamagedengines.

Afterabouttwohoursofthisthrill-a-minuteride,we
reachedtheDutchcoast,wherethecrewwastoldto
huddle in the radio compartmentand prepare for

possible ditching.A short
time later one of the
remainingenginesquit,and
another racked the plane
withviolentvibrations.Aswe
hitthe water,the engines
tore loose. Under the
circumstances it was a
superblanding.Theco-pilot,
PeteDelo,wastheonlyone
injured. He suffered
stomach,chestand head
injurieswhenhisseatbroke
looseuponimpact.Thosein
the radio compartmentgot
pitchedaroundprettygood.
There was a little trouble
releasing the rubber

dinghiesandthewaterwasrisingrapidly,buteveryone
gotoutthetophatch.

Wegotintothedinghies.Thepilotssteppeddirectly
intothedinghiesandremaineddry.Therestofuswere
soaked.

Itwasdifficulttogetclearofthesinkingplane.The
waveskeptpushingthedinghiesupontothewingand
dangerouslyclosetothejaggedholesfrom theair
battle.Toavoidafatalpuncture,someofusgotinthe
waterbetweenthewingandthedinghiesandpushed
them free.Itwasonlyafewminutesandourbomber
wentunder.

Wewereinagoodmoodandthankfultohavesurvived.
A P-47 flew byverylow.Otherplanes thatwere
returning to England could be heard above the
overcast.
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Wewereconfidentwewouldberescued.Wehadbeen
transmittingradiosignalswhichwerebeingpickedup
atlocationsinEngland.From theseourlocationcould
be determined.Itwasnottoo long before a RAF
LockheedHudsonAirSeaRescueplanespottedus.
Theydroppedalarge10mandinghy,butitlandedtoo
faraway.Onanotherruntheydroppedonethatwe
wereabletogetinto.

Sgt.JakeJacoboskiaskedmehowfarwewerefrom
land.Ireplied,“Twomiles–straightdown”.Nobody
thoughtitwasfunny.

ThentherewasthewaitfortheEnglishAirSeaRescue
boat.Afterafewhoursitgotdarkandmuchcolder.The

wavesgotbiggerandawetsnowbegantofall.There
was little conversation.Everyone knew thatmany
airmenhadnotsurvivedawinternightontheNorth
Sea.

Afterabout6or7hourswesaw alight.Flareswere
immediatelyshotand a boatcame into sight.Our
locationwasmuchclosertoHollandthanEngland,so
therewasagoodchanceitcouldbeaGermanboat.
Whenitgotnear,weweregladtoseetheEnglish.

Whenwegotalongside,anotherlightappearedinthe
distance.Someoneaskedtheboatcommanderabout
thelight.Hereplied,“Shutupandgetyourassaboard,
itcouldbeJerry”.Wewentbelowandgotoutofourwet
clothes.Wewerefurnishedblanketstokeepwarm.

Buttheexcitementforthislongdaywasnotoveryet.
Therewasalotofcheeringupondecksowehurried
uptocheckitout.Thenavybasewewerenearingwas
underattackbyGermanplanesandoneofthem was
goingdowninflames.

AtthebaseweweregivenusedRAFairmanuniforms
withinstructionstosendthem backwhenwereturned
tooursquadron.Weneversawouruniformsandflying
gearagain.Anofficerexplainedthatitallbelongedto
theboatcrew underthesalvagerulesofthesea.I
thoughtthiswasastretch.Iwasgratefulfortherescue
butIsurehatedtolosemyA-2jacket.Iwasneverable
togetanotherone.

Lt.Maziarz was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Crossforthecourageandflying skillhedisplayed
underextremeadverseconditions.Hehadlongbefore
wontheadmirationofeveryoneonhiscrew.

ThecrewofSugar Blues.

Backrow:
S/Sgt.RobertW.Heller,TailGunner
S/Sgt.AnthonyBarbotti,WaistGunner
S/Sgt.WalterP.Meader,BallTurretGunner
S/Sgt.UrbanJ.Jacoboski,WaistGunner
S/Sgt.JosephLaCascia,RadioOperator
T/Sgt.JosephT.Depoti,Engineer

Frontrow:
1/Lt.RomanV.Maziarz,Pilot
2/Lt.PeterM.Delo,Co-pilot
2/Lt.MortimerPudnos,Navigator
2/Lt.ArthurD.Clay,Bombardier
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Donations
Mrs.MatildeKeneley
InMemoryofFrankT.Keneley(401st) 500

MickHanou 250
Chevrongiftmatch 250

SuneEngelbrektson 200

SuziShepherd 100

Mrs.GloriaSummers
InMemoryofGinkSummers(322nd) 50

JamesSikich 20

Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 Goff “Gink” Summers 322nd Age 88
Glenville,WV,November22,2012

ReportedbyhiswifeGloria
GinkservedintheArmyAirCorpsas
agunner/togglierduringWWII.He
flew23missionswiththe91stBomb
Group andwasawarded2Bronze
StarsandanAirMedalwithTwoOak
LeafClusters.Ginkgraduatedfrom
theWestVirginiaUniversitySchoolof
Pharmacy.

HeissurvivedbyGloria,hiswifeof65years;andthree
children,Dr.AndrewSummers,JuliaMcDonough,and
MaryBethDarlington.

 Richard F “Dick” Hull 323rd Age 84
ColoradoSprings,CO,February16,2007

Dick proudly served his country
duringWWIIasabombardierflying
theB-17s.Hisplaneandcrewwere
hitbyenemyfireandDickspent19
months in a German POW camp.
Uponhisreturnhome,hemethis
veryspeciallady,MaryJane,who
was a stewardess with United Air

Lines.Duringhismilitarycareer,hewasawardedmany
honors,ribbons,and medalsincluding the AirWar
MedalandthePurpleHeart.Dickretiredfrom theAir
Forcein1970.

Heissurvivedbyhiswifeof61years,MaryJane;
daughter, Kathy (Don) Stephens; and two
granddaughters.

 James H McPartlin 401st Age 93
Plano,TX,October12,2012

ReportedbyhisdaughterDaphne
McPartlin-Schroth

General McPartlin attended the
UniversityofDetroit,theUniversityof
Houston and graduated from the
Command and StaffSchool,Fort
Leavenworth Kansas. He was a
memberofthe Michigan National
Guardfrom 1935–1938andenlisted
asanaviationcadetin1941.After

receiving hiswings,he wasassigned to the 52nd
PursuitGroupflyingP-39andP-40aircraft.

GeneralMcPartlinwasoneoftheoriginal91stBomb
GrouppilotsandwasnamedOperationOfficerforhis
squadronwiththeirmovetoEngland.In1943,hewas
namedCommanderofthe401stSquadron,aposition
heretaineduntilreturninghomeinAugust1944.He
flew27combatmissionsthatincludedthefirstairraid
onBerlinandthefirstlow-levelmissionagainstthe
submarinepensatSaint-Nazaire,France.Heledhis
squadrononraidstoOscherlabenandSchweinfurt,
Germany and Posnana, Poland. He flew an
unauthorizedmissiononD-DaywithB/Gen.William
GrosstoobservetheNormandyBeachlandings.

GeneralMcPartlinbecameSquadronCommanderof
the439thFighterBomberWingatSelfridgeAirForce
Base.In1956hewasWingCommanderofthe403rd
Troup Carrier Wing and later assigned Wing
Commanderofthe 442nd Troup CarrierWing at
RichardsGebaurAirForceBase.GeneralMcPartlin
wasaCommandPilotwithmorethan4,000hours
flyingtime,including300hoursinjetfighters.Hewas
promotedtoBrigadierGeneral,USAFin1961.

His awards and decorations include:Distinguished
FlyingCrossandcluster,AriMedal,Fourclusters,The
DistinguishedUnitCitationandcluster,theRAFBattle
forBritainMedal,theEuropeanTheaterofOperation
with fourbattle stars,the NormandyAirOffensive
Award ofEurope and France and the AirForce
AssociationMedalofMerit.

GeneralMcPartlinretiredfrom theAirForcein1970.
Hewasactiveinmanymilitaryclubs,including,“The
HappyWarriors”whichhehelpedfoundin1998.

Ginni,his loving wife of63 years,passed away
November26,2004.GeneralMcPartlinissurvivedby
foursons;James (Elise)McPartlin,Geoff(Rosie)
McPartlin,MarkMcPartlin,David (Paula)McPartlin;
daughterDaphne(Gene)Schroth;sevengrandchildren;
andtwogreatgrandsons.
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 Robert L Crist 322nd Age 89
Hammond,IN,October21,2012

ReportedbyhisdaughterSharonHalas
Robert,aradiooperator/gunneron
the B-17 Red Alert, flew 30
successful missions over Nazi
occupiedEurope.Hewasawarded
theDistinguishedFlyingCross.

Robertwaspreceededindeathbyhis
wifeandhighschoolsweetheartof66

yearsMargaret.Heissurvivedbytwodaughters;three
grandchildren;andfivegreatgrandchildren.

Oneofthegreatestdaysofhislifewaswhenhewent
totheWWIIMemorialinWashington,DCwithHonor
FlightChicagoonAugust4,2010.

 William R Dominguez 401st Age 72
Aurora,CO,January17,1995

ReportedbyhisdaughterAdrienneDominguezDorland
William(Willie)joinedtheCACoastArtilleryandwasat
Dutch Harbor, AK on 12/6/42. He became a
Bombardier/Navigator’44-45withthe401standwas
a memberofthe “Phantom Fortress”crew.Willie
returnedtotheAirForcein’50toprepareforKorea.
Hiscrew went“TopGun”toremainstatesidetotrain
B-29pilots.Heservedhiscountryfor26years,retiring
asaLt.Colin’66.

HeissurvivedbyhiswifeJunePercyDominguez;sons
Steven and Gregory;daughters Michelle (Michael)
Rowan and Adrienne (Alan) Dorland; four
grandchildren;andtwogreat-granddaughters.

 Arthur D Clay 323rd Age 90
GrandRapids,MI,December24,2012

ReportedbyhissonDavid
ArthurservedasaB-17bombardier/
navigator,flying 30 missions over
NaziGermanywithRomanMaziarz
andAlKuehl.Hewasawardedthe
ArmyAirMedalandtheDistinguished
FlyingCross.During“BigWeek”in
February1944,hisplaneSugar Blues
wasseverelydamagedbyGerman
fightersand forced to ditch in the

NorthSeaonthewaybacktoEngland.Heretiredfrom
theAirForceReserveasaLieutenantColonel.

Hewasprecededindeathbyhiswifeof50years,
Lucille.Heissurvivedbytwosons,fourgrandchildren,
andonegreat-grandchild.

 Wilbur W Nicoll 323rd Age 91
Chattanooga,TN,August14,2012

ReportedbyhiswifeLorena
WilberjoinedtheAirForcein1941
and was sentto Maxwell,AL.He
attended automotive school, was
assigned to the militarypolice and
lateracceptedintoofficertraining.He
servedintheUnitedStatesArmyAir
Force during World WarIIand in
Korea.Heflew25missionsinEurope

asa bombardierand 52 missionsin Korea asan
ElectronicsCounterMeasuresOfficer.

In1946,hewastheProvostMarshalontheislandof
Okinawawherehereceivedaceremonialflaganda
swordwhenhereturnedtothestates.In1951,hewas
recalledasacaptainandwasamemberoftheNumber
OneSACB-36.Duringthelastyearsbeforeretirement,
heservedasaTopSecretNuclearWeaponsOfficer.
HisawardsincludetheDistinguishFlyingCross.

Billissurvived byhischerished wife of70 years,
LorenaJoyceMarshall;hisbelovedsonRegisMarshall
(JoanneZBowden)Nicoll;andtwograndchildren.

 James E Dunn 323rd Age 84
Egin,ID,January17,2010

ReportedbyhissonWayne
James served in the U.S.Army
duringWorldWarIIinEnglandwith
the91stBomberGroup,323rdBomb
SquadronasatailgunneronB-17
High Ho Silver.Heacquiredtherank
ofStaffSergeant.

He issurvived byhiswife,Stella;
sons,Wayne(Luena),Charlie,and

Vic(Renea);twelvegrandchildren;andtwentyeight
great-grandchildren.

 Hooper R Maplesden 324th Age 92
Yreka,CA,May20,2012

ReportedbyhisfriendBobKelley
WhenWorldWarIIbrokeout,HooperenteredtheU.S.
Army.HewasthepilotofaB-17crew,whichflew35
missionsmostoftheminLady Lois.

HooperissurvivedbyhisdaughterVickieMaplesden;
onegranddaughter;andthreegreat-grandchildren.

Hewasprecededindeathbyhiswifeof53years,June
in1999andhissonJohnin1993.
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Folded Wings:
 Arthur R Cressman Sr 322nd Age 90

OverlandPark,KS,October27,2012
ReportedbyhisgrandsonArthurRCressmanIII

ArtjoinedtheArmyAirCorpsin1942,
afterthestartofWWII.Helandedin
Bassingbourn,England on his 18th
birthday.He served his country as
bombardier on the B-17 Yankee
Doodle,andthenasball-turretgunner
onLuftwaffe Waterloo.Hecompleted
32missions,andreturnedstatesideto

becomeagroundschoolbombinginstructoruntilthewar
endedin1945.Heretiredin1984fromalongcareerwith
BectonDickinson.Forhisservice,hewasawardedtwo
DistinguishedFlyingCrosses,theAirMedalwith2Oak
LeafClusters,andothercommendations.In2005,Art
wasinductedintotheCommemorativeAirForceHallof
FameinMidland,TX.

Heissurvivedbyhiswifeof67yearsLorraine,three
children,ArtJr.(Lily);Jim (Mary);andDiane(Keefe);
eightgrandchildren,and7great-grandchildren.

 Thomas E Herbert 323rd Age 86
PompanoBeach,FL,January6,2012

ReportedbyhissonThomasMHerbert
TomwasaB-17radiooperatorwho
completed 21 bombing missions
over Germany from February
throughApril1945.Hecelebrated
the end ofthe warwhile stillin
England.Hetoldtalesofwitnessing
theraucouscelebrationsinLondon
with people climbing up and

swingingfrom thelightpoles.HeservedontheNine-
O-Nine, andgreatlyenjoyedarideontheCollings
Foundation Nine-O-Nine some years ago as a
Christmas gift. After the end of the war, he
participated in the airliftofprisoners-of-warfrom
StalagLuft1inBarth,Germany.

Tom'swife,Doris,died2weeksafterhim,andheis
survivedbyhisson,Tom,hisdaughter,Elaine,his
daughter-in-law,Ashley,and2grandchildren.

Folded Wings continued on page 10

THERAGGEDIRREGULARispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfromAFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall
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