
THERaGGEDIRREGULaR

Vol. 45 No. 1 91st Bombardment Group (H) January 2012

322nd BS 323rd BS Supporting Units 324th BS 401st BS

Cambridge American Cemetery Veterans Day 11.11.11

Forachangetheweatherforecastershadtheir
forecastcorrect.Wesetoffwithasmallamountof
fog,typicalforNovember,butaswejourneyed
through the countryside itbecame brighter,
enhancingthebeautifulcoloursofautumn.

WearrivedattheCemetery,booked
inbytheChapelandfoundPaul
Limm’s wreath, which was
number 17. Captain David
Morandidanexcellentjobas
MasterofCeremonies,coming
over loud and clear. Air
Commodore Elaine West,
RAF,AssistantChiefofStaff
Support and Air Officer
Commanding Directly
Administered Units is
becomingaregularvisitorto
theCemetery.

Airmen First Class Samuel
Antwi, 423rd Security Forces
Squadronrecitedthepoem “InFlanders
Fields” by Lieutenant Colonel John
McCrae,aCanadianphysicianwhowrote
thepoemon3rdMay1915.Anappropriate
poem forthisServicewhichAirmanFirstClass
SamuelAntwirecitedextremelywell.

IsatnexttoanAmericanColonelwhowasheadof
maintenanceatRAFLakenheath.Hewastelling
methemanhoursneededtokeeptheseold

aeroplanesintheair.Hehasalreadycompleteda
twoyearpostatRAFSt.AthaninSouthWales,
(theonlyAmericanontheairfield)whichiswhereI
didmytechnicaltrainingasaFitterIIAatNo.4
SchoolofTechnicalTrainingin1947.Theschoolis

stillthere,butIwonderhow much
longer?

Itwasgreattoseetheother
Friends ofthe 91st,namely
ColonelPeterWorthy,Royal
AnglianRegiment,(Ret’d),the
firstBritishArmyCommanding
Officer at Bassingbourn
Barracks,Squadron Leader
RayLeach,MBE,(Ret’d)and
DavidCrow alongwiththeir
wives.Wehadlunchinthe
localhosterlyandwhilewe
departed for home they

journeyed to Bassingbourn
Barrackstolayawreathatthe

PropMemorial.

Itwasa privelege to layPaulLimm’s
wreath,anditwasnicetoseemorewreaths
than everbeing laid,withmorepeople

takingpartintheService.

KindRegards

VinceHemmings
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President’s Corner Jim Shepherd

Planningforthenewyearisexcitingandchallenging.Wehavethe
electionofnewofficers,theimprovementsatthePlanesofFameAir
MuseuminChinoandthe201291stBombGroupMemorialAssociation
REUNION.

Theelectionofnew officersisthekeytothecontinuationofthe
association.Ifyouareinterestedinbecomingmoreinvolved,please
contactLarryRuthat;jacqruth50@gmail.com.Themostimportant
positiontobefilledisthatofSecretary/Treasurer;collectingdues,
donationsandkeepingtrackofthemembership.Thisisaveryrewarding
jobasyouareincontactwithmanyoftheveteransandtheother
members.MickHanouisrunningforpresident;JodyKellyisrunningfor
1stV.P.andGaryHallisrunningtoretainhispositionastheEditorof
theRaggedIrregular.JodyhasdoneanoutstandingjobasSecretary/
TreasurerandGaryasEditor.Thefactistheyhavebeenincredible
handlingtheirduties.

Theofficersoftheassociationhaveaquarterlyconferencecallandnow
weareusingtheSKYPEprogram,sowecanSEEeachotheronour
computers.TheSKYPEcallisfree,sowehaveincludedChrisandAmy
MurphyfromtheTowerMuseumandChristianLevaufrefromFrance.
Wehopetohaveimprovedcoordinationandcommunicationwithour
friendsinEnglandandEurope.Skypewillreplacethephonecallandwill
savetheassociationmoney.MySkypeaddressis:jim.shepherd6.

ImprovementsatChinohavebeenslow,butwehavebeensupplying
themwiththe91stMemorabiliaandhavemanyotheritemstodeliver.I
amworkingtogetitemsframed,shadowboxesmadetodisplayspecial
itemsandmannequinsforthejackets,hatsandoxygenmask.The
associationdonated$5,000togettheprojectdoneandtheyneeda
pushfromme.

TheREUNIONthisyearwillbeinNewOrleanswithachancetovisit
"TheNationalWorldWarIIMuseum".Thedatesarebeingfirmedupand
completeinformationwillbeintheAprilRagged Irregular.Ifyouhave
neverbeentoNewOrleans,youwillfinditaveryexcitingplacetovisit.
WiththeFrenchQuarter,BourbonStreet,themusic,thebestfoodinthe
worldandthespecialsquaredonuts,"TheBeignet".

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN – 2012 DUES RENEWAL
Ifadatelessthan2012appearsonyouraddresslabel,pleasefilloutthe
includedduesformandreturnittoJodyKellybeforeMarch1st.Thisis
importantifyouwishtocontinuereceivingThe Ragged Irregular.

Lifetimememberswillnothaveadateonyouraddresslabel.

IfyoureceivetheRI viaemail,youwillbenotifiedifyouneedtosendin
dues.

91st BGMA Officers

President
Jim Shepherd
20670ViaAugusto
YorbaLinda,CA92887
Tel:(714)970-5540
jshep91@earthlink.net

1st Vice President
Mick Hanou
2398SandpiperWay
Pleasanton,CA94566
Tel:(925)425-3220
mhanou@comcast.net

Secretary/Treasurer
Jody Kelly
3829SunsetLn
Oxnard,CA93035
Tel:(805)984-7706
njkelly@roadrunner.com

Historian
Janet Larocco
406SPayneSt
Alexandria,VA22314
fauno-aventi@usa.net

Editor
Gary Hall
1054SunriseDr
Woodbury,MN55125
Tel:(651)260-2397
raggedirregular@gmail.com

Please send Folded Wings
informationtoJodyKelly.

AprilR/Isubmissionsneedto
bereceivedbyMarch 15th.

91st BG E-mail Ring
b17banta@aol.com

91st on the Web
www.91stbombgroup.com
www.bombsqd323rd.com

http://www.91stbombgroup.com
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Veeps Views Mick Hanou
HappyNewYearall.IreturntoathemeIhaven't
addressedinawhile–thatofhavingenoughfull
memberstomaintainthisorganization.Asthe91st
veteransdecidedafewyearsagotoapprovethe
continuationofthe91stBGMAinthehandsofus
"NextGen"folks,itisuptoustohonorthattrust.

Thisyear,wewillbeelectingnewofficers.Asofthis
writing,we have a gap -thatofSecretary /
Treasurer.OfficerpositionsmaybefilledbyFull
Members in good standing.Ifany ofthe Full
Memberswouldliketostepforwardandconsider
thatposition,we would appreciate it.Itis an
importantofficerrole.Forthoseofyouwhohave
beenAssociatesforatleastthreeyears,youmay
applyforFullMembershiptotheBoard.Ihopethis
requestwillbemetwithinterestandwecanbuild
somedepthinourorganizationandseeithavea
longhistoryofhonoringthe91stveterans.

Wings of Freedom Tour 2012
TheCollingsFoundation2012tourisunderway!For
information,call(978)562-9182orvisitthemontheweb
atwww.collingsfoundation.org.

1/20-1/22 Melbourne,FL
MelbourneInternational

1/23-1/25 WinterHaven,FL
WinterHaven'sGilbertAirport

1/25-1/27 Stuart,FL
WithamField

1/27-1/31 BocaRaton,FL
BocaRatonAirport

1/31-2/3 Miami,FL
Kendall-TamiamiExecutiveAirport

2/3-2/6 FortLauderdale,FL
FortLauderdaleExecutive

2/6-2/8 Marathon,FL
TheFloridaKeysMarathonAirport

2/8-2/10 FortMyers,FL
PageFieldAirport

2/10-2/13 Venice,FL
VeniceMunicipalAirport

2/13-2/15 Sarasota,FL
Sarasota/BradentonIntl.Airport

2/15-2/17 Leesburg,FL
LeesburgInternationalAirport

2/17-2/19 TBD
2/20-3/2 MaintenanceBreak
3/2-3/4 KeystoneHeights,FL

KeystoneAirpark

StevePerriatthe2011WingsofFreedomPageFieldstop.

http://www.collingsfoundation.org.
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Dear 91st BGMA Friends,
It’sapleasuretobeabletoaddressyouallagainthroughoursubmissionto
theRaggedIrregular.Whatayearwehavehad.

Beforethemuseumclosedforthe2011seasononSunday23Oct,thetail
endofoursummerhadbeenextremelybusy.

Onthe24thand25thSeptemberChris,Ken,VictoriaandIattendedattwo-
dayWWIIshowatWimpoleHall–“Wimpole at War”.Attendingtheshow
wasagreatopportunitytopublicisetheMuseumandtheworkthatwedo
here.

Theweatherovertheweekend was
warmandkind,andwhileChrisandKen
gave talks on Bassingbourn and
Wimpole’s “Avenue” Victoria and I
chattedwithvisitorstoourstandand
toldpeopleallabouttheimportanceand
significanceoftheTowerMuseum!

We took with us the Towershop
suppliesandwerepleasedtoreturnto
Bassingbournwithafairamountless
thanwetook!

OurnextopenSundayborethefruitof
oureffortsatWimpole,aswewelcomed
over40visitorstotheMuseum!Itwas

brillianttowalkthroughtheTowerandseepeopleinevery
room,tohearthebuzzofexcitedvoicesasChrisandKen,and
ourfaithfulfriendRobin,wowedpeoplewiththeirknowledge
aboutthesite,theRAFandtheUSAAFduringWWII.

Onthesameopenday,wewerealldelightedtowelcomeback
toBassingbourn,a91stBG veteranandourfriend,Mr.
ClementDowler.

Clem wasaccompaniedbyMcKaySmith,theGrandsonof
Clem’sformercrewmate-RaymondJMurphy.Clem and
Raymondwerewiththe324thBSandwerehitontheir13th
missionon28April1944.Clemwashiddenandkeptsafeby
theFrenchResistancefor5monthsbeforereturningtotheUK.

DuringhisvisittotheTower,Clem metsomeoftheother
Museumvisitors,andwasgivenatouroftheairfieldandremainingperrytracksbyMuseumCurator,Chris.Thefollowing
weekend,Chris,Victoria,SteveCarter,Zack(a colleague of Vicky’s)andIspenttheweekendtakingdown–pieceby
piece–anoriginalUSWWIINissenHutfromaformerUSAAFbaseinHuntingdon.

Chris,Vicky,me(Amy)&Keninfront
ofourstandattheWimpoleatWar.
show-Sept

Chris&KeninfrontoftheTower’s1941
GMCTruck–truckssuchasthisone
wouldhavebeenafamiliarsitearound
BassingbournduringWWII.
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ThisishowtheNissenhutlookedbeforewearrived.Andallthatwasleftbythetimewehadfinished!!!

ThroughafriendwehadmadeatWimpole,wediscoveredthatafarmer,wantingtobuildanewgrainstoreonhisland
wouldbebulldozingthehutandweweregoingtosaveit!!Again,underawarmsun,blueskiesandapairofRedKites
flyingoverhead,panelbypanelwepainstakinglyremovedsheetaftersheetof70-yearoldcorrugatedtinanddelicately
handlingtheagingironhoops(thebackboneofthestructure–soIwastold),weloadedupourtruckandoverthetwo
days,boughttheNissenhut,nowinmanypieces,hometoBassingbourn.

OneofourmanywinterprojectsistorefurbishthehutcompletelyandthenrebuilditonlandadjacenttotheTower.Inthe
springofnextyearwehopetohavethefacilityopen–itwillbecomeourtearoomandshopusedbyvisitorsonouropen
days,andwilldoubleupasalectureroom.

InNovemberwerememberedourfallencomradesofboth,theUnitedKingdomandtheUnitedStatesofAmerica.On
Friday,the11thNovember,Iattendedtwoservicesofremembrance,oneatRoyston’sWarMemorialandtheotheratthe
Memorialtothemenofthe91stBGinthePrioryMemorialGardens.(BothorganisedbyChris–DirectoroftheMuseum
andChairmanoftheRoystonBranch,RoyalBritishLegion).

Itwascoldanditwasrainingbuta
crowdofsome50peopleattended
theservicesinwhichChris,and
Royston’s Town Mayor,Robert
Inwood,laidfloraltributes.

Laterthatday,onbehalfofusallat
theTowerMuseum,Ilaidapoppy
wreathonthePropMemorialhere
atBassingbourn.

Earlierthismonth we held our
AnnualGeneralMeeting,inwhich,
Iamhappytoreportourfriendand
Museum volunteerVickystepped
forward to become one ofour
CompanyDirectors.Wewelcome
VickytotheBoard.

Thelastfewweeksof2011and
firstfewmonthsof2012aregoing
tobehecticallybusyforusallat
the Tower as we lay the
foundationsandplanforourmajor
fundraisingcampaigntorestorethe
ControlTower.

“Forever
Honoured

Never
Forgotten”
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BykindpermissionofLt.Col.AngusMcAfee,CommandingOfficerofBassingbournBarracks,wehavebeengrantedthe
useoftheairfieldfora2-dayeventinMay.

“SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND”
A WWII 1940’s War-Time Weekend…

...willseeBassingbournairfieldpackedwithlivinghistorygroups,re-enactors,militarythemeddisplays,Pipe&Drum
bands,militaryandcivilianvehicles,theHomeGuardandLandGirlsallcomingtogethertosupporttheTowerMuseum
andhelpuslaunchthecampaignandstarttoraisethemoneyweneedtorestoreandpreservetheControlTower.

Todate,wehavereceiveddonationstowardsthecampaignfrom2ndgeneration91stersandfriendsandsupportersas
farawayasCanada–tothemwewouldliketosayaheartfeltthankyoufromusall,andwouldliketosaytoanyonewho
wishestohelpuswiththiscampaign,pleasegetintouchaswewouldlovetohearfromyouandwouldwelcomeandbe
thankfulforyoursupport.

AswementionedbrieflyinourlastRIsubmission,earlierthisyeartheteamattheTowertookonfullresponsibilityforthe
ControlTowerbuilding,relievingtheMinistryofDefenceoftheirobligations,andwearenowembarkingonamajor
internationalfundraisingcampaign,toraisethemoneyneededtorestoretheTowertoitsformerwar-timecondition,as
friendssuchasDonMurrayandMelDartwillremember.

TheControlTowerandMuseumhereatBassingbournstandtestamenttoatimewhenthefateofthefreeworldhungin
thebalance,andstandsasamemorialtohonourthosewhowerepreparedtoputtheirlivesuponthealteroffreedomto
secureourwayoflife;TheMuseumisvisitedbypeoplefromallovertheworldwhowishtopaytheirrespectstothose
whogavesomuch,andvisitasitewellknownforitswar-timehistory.Tothisend,wehopethatwecangeneratethe
supportwewillneedinthecomingmonthstoraisethemoneyneededtocompletetheprojectandfullyrestoretheTower
toherformerglory.Ifyouwouldliketohelpordonatetotherestorationprojectpleasecontactus.

Ourhope is to have the funds
securedandtheworkontheTower
completedbyMay2013.Weknow
wehaveourworkcutoutforus,but
never has there been such a
dedicated and committed team of
peopleattheTowerthanthereis
now.

Wellfriends,allthatisleftforusto
saynow istowishyouandyour
familiesaveryMerryChristmasand
asafe,happyNewYearandwelook
forwardtoseeingyouallagainin
2012!

FromaquietcornerofanEnglishairfield,wesendyouourverybestwishes,

ChrisMurphy
MuseumDirector

&Curator

AmyMurphy
CompanySecretary

&Webmaster

KenStapleton
FinancialDirector

VictoriaCarter
Volunteer

TomGill
HonoraryPresident

WrittenforandonbehalfoftheTowerMuseumbyAmyMurphy
(CompanySecretaryoftheTowerMuseum)

Bassingbourninsnow!
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Mike Banta’s Web Ring
ContactMikeBantatojoinoraskquestionsoftheRingatemail:B17banta@aol.com.Ifyou’dliketocommentonor
answeranyofthefollowinganddonothaveemailaccess,simplydropalinetotheRaggedIrregular(addresson
page2)andtheinformationwillbeforwardedtoMikeandtheRing.

Looking for Uncle William E Roller, 322nd Sq
Ourfamilyhasrecentlyfoundpapersandletterswith
informationofourUncleWilliamERollerwhowaslisted
KIAin1943.InaletterfromaLBunshaftfromNewarkNJ
therearereferencestoourUnclebeingaPOW atsome
point.Thenamesinhis"crew"wereMrsBunshaftson(no
namelisted)SGT'sCole,BakerasanAEG(MIA)andmy
UncleasaROG(RadioOperatorandGunner).Apicture
isalsoreferredtowithaMorriswhoseaddresswas
OneidaKentuckyandaLtCohalanasanavigator.Ihave
apicturewhichcouldbethereferencedpicture.Any
information which could be helpfulwould be deeply
appreciated.Thisinformationwehaveisnewtoussoif
thisisconfusingIapologize.Thankyou.
-wmeroller

Youruncle,WilliamERoller,322ndBombSquadron,was
flyingastailgunnerontheJohnT.Wennerbergcrewon1
December1943inWheel 'n Deal,41-245111,radiocall
lettersLG-W.Thetargetwastheindustrialsectionof
Solingen,Germany.TheGroupwasattackedby40to50
fightersandtheGrouplostfiveour36B-17sflyingthe
mission.OneofthemwasWheel n' Deal.Thefirstattack
puta20mm intothenumberthreeengine.Thesecond
attackdestroyedthebatteriesinthewingrootsmakingthe
topandballturretonthebottomoftheB-17inoperable.
Thisattackoccurredduringa20minutegapinfriendly
fightersupport.

ThepilottookWheel 'n Deal downtoacloudcoverbut
thenthe88mmanti-aircraftshellstookoutthenumbertwo
engineandsetitonfire.Thepilotorderedthecrewtobail
out.Allbailedoutsafelybutasyourunclewassettobail
outhewashitbyflakandwentdownwiththeaircraft.

Thecopilot,BobDickson,wroteanarticleaboutthis
event.It'sonourwebpage:http://tinyurl.com/6qvmd5d

William E Rollerflew hismissionsduring the most
dangerousperiodofthestrategicairwaroverNazi
occupiedEurope.HewasatrueAmericanhero.Hisname
isinscribedontheWalloftheMissingatHenry-Chapel
AmericanNationalCemetery,Belgium.
-MikeBanta,91stRingmaster

Top Turret guns and the vertical stabilizer?
IwasaskedrecentlyifthetopturretontheB-17hada
restrictionofsomekindtopreventhittingthetailwhen
firing.Ididn’thaveananswer.
-DaveHanst322nd

Theturretwascontrolledbytwocycle-likehandgrips.The
lefthadtheguntriggerandasafetylever.Theright

handleworkedtherangefindertothesight.Pullingthe
handlesupelevatedthegunsandpushingthem down
broughtthem down.Pressuretotheleftorrightrotated
theturretinthatdirection.Aninterrupterstoppedfiringthe
gunifitwasaimedinthepropellerarcoratthetail.
-MarionHoffman,323rd

Therewasacamringwithraisedplaceswherethetailor
engineswerelocatedthefullcircleoftheturretandwhen
thisfollowerwentpasttheseraisedportionsitshutthe
gunsofffromfiring.
-TomDavis

"Caliper.Bomb loading chart"
Helloeverybody,

Ihavefoundinajunkyardacasemadeofroughfabric
containing2calipersmadeofsteelsheetaboutatenthof
aninchthick.Thiscaseismarkedasfollows:

"Caliper.Bombloadingchart"

Sorry,thepictureisratherdarkbutitallowsyoutonotice
theshapeofthecalipers.Thecaseisshownabovethe2
calipers.Thesizeofthelargeroneisapproximately5by8
inches.

Wouldyoumindtryingtoexplainwhatwastheuseofthis
tool?

Thankyouforhelpingme.

RenéFischbach
FromRenoFrance

http://tinyurl.com/6qvmd5d


Page 8 THERaGGEDIRREGULaR January 2012

70th Anniversary of the 8th Air Force
NewsfromMightyEighthAirForceMuseum

Seventyyearsagothismonth,the8thAirForcewas
activatedinSavannah.Theunitwasconstitutedon
January19thbutnotformallyactivateduntilJanuary
28th,1942.Interestingly,theEighthwasfirstflaggedas
theFifthAirForce.Itsdesignationchangedafewdays
laterwhenitwasdiscoveredthatthe5thhadalready
beenallocatedtoanactivatingPacificAirForce.The
ChathamArmoryonBullStreetwasselectedtohouse
theheadquarterselementandaccordingtotheArmy's
historicalreport,the"variousunitsassignedtothe8th
AirForceconstitutedthebetterpartofallorganizations"
located atthe nearbySavannah ArmyAirBase.
ColonelAsaN.Duncan,thencommanderofthe3rdAir
SupportCommandatHunter,tookcommandofthe8th.
Overthenextthreemonthsalltrainingandother
activitiesattheSavannahArmyAirBaseweregeared
towardspreparingthe8thforcombatservice.

MorrisSpielbergissearchingforhiscrew

Morriswouldliketohavecontactwithanyofhiscrew
whoarestillaround.Morris’contactinformationfollows:

MorrisSpielberg
1ClaridgeDr.Apt608
Verona,NJ07044-3054
973-239-5412

Legends & Legacies Needs Participants

FantasyofFlight,avintageaviationattractionlocatedin
CentralFloridabetweenTampaandOrlando,features
aprogramcalledLegends&Legacies.Inthisprogram,
Americanhistoryistoldthroughtheeyesofthemen
andwomenwhomadethathistory-ourveterans.

Theprogramfeaturesamoderatedsymposiumwitha
panelofveterans,inwhichtheyareencouragedto
sharetheirpersonalexperienceswiththeaudience,
followedbyameetandgreet.Theseprogramsarein
their4thyearandhavebeenverypopular.April13th
and14th,theprogramisentitledUnspoken Valor: The
Bomber Crews of World War II. FantasyofFlightis
lookingforpilotsandcrewmemberswhoflewonthe
followingaircraft:B-17,B-23,B-24,B-25andB-26.

Ifyouareinterestedinparticipatinginthesymposium,
contactStephanieat863-984-3500,ext.220.

Thank you for your donations!

Donationstothe91stBGMAareusedtohelppreserve
thehistoryofthe91stBombGroup(H)andkeepthe
legacy alive.Every dollarreceived supports 91st
memorialsintheUSandabroad,museum projects,
websiteupkeepandprintingoftheRagged Irregular.
The 91stBomb Group MemorialAssociationisa
501(c)(3)non-profitorganizationanddonationsaretax-
deductibletotheextentallowedbylaw.

Please rememberto check with youremployer’s
matchinggiftprogram andmakeyourdonationgo
further.

GeorgeandEvelynMankel $1,000
InMemoryofEhudMerkel323rd
Mrs.JennyHarlick $500
LyndaBickett $250
InMemoryofStuartK.Gilbertson
GeorgeCameron $100
In MemoryofCaptain CharlieHolman
andthecrewofPist'l Packin Mama

SuneEngelbrektson $100
MorrisandShelleySpielberg $100
InMemoryofRichardBroughton
MurleWebb $20
DianeLoper $15
RalphSimin $10
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B-17 Memphis Belle undergoes restoration milestones at NMUSAF
bySarahSwanNationalMuseumoftheU.S.AirForce

10/27/2011-DAYTON,Ohio--AstheUnitedStates
approachesthe70thanniversaryofitsinvolvementin
WorldWarII,oneofthemostfamousaircraftfrom that
warrecentlyreachedtwomilestonesinitsrestorationat
theNationalMuseumoftheU.S.AirForce.

Both wings were mated and the landing gearwas
extendedontheMemphis Belle,aBoeingB-17FFlying
FortressthatinMay1943becamethefirstU.S.ArmyAir
Forcesheavybombertocomplete25missionsover
EuropeandreturntotheUnitedStates.

"Themuseum'srestorationcrewshavebeenworkinglong
andhardtoseethattheMemphis Belle isrestoredtoits
rightfulpositionasanationalicon,"saidRogerDeere,
chiefofthe Restoration Division."With these major
milestones,thepublicisthatmuchclosertoseeingthe
aircraftondisplayonceagain."

TheMemphis Belle arrivedatthemuseum inOctober
2005,andstaffbeganacareful,multi-yearconservation
andrestorationeffort-includingcorrosiontreatment,the
fulloutfittingofmissingequipmentandaccuratemarkings
-tobringtheaircraftbacktopristinecondition.

"Withthecompletionofthesemilestones,thecrewsfeel
evenmoremotivatedtofinishalltasksaheadwiththefinal
goalofplacingtheaircraftondisplayinthemuseum,"
Deeresaid.

Thiscomprehensiverestorationprocessisfittingforthis
storiedaircraft.Thepilot,then-Lt.RobertMorgan,named
theaircraftafterhiswartimegirlfriend,MargaretPolk,of
Memphis,Tenn.Morganchosetheartworkfrom a1941
GeorgePettyillustrationinEsquiremagazine.

Thecrewandtheaircraftbeattheoddsbycompleting25
combatmissions,andupontheirreturntotheUnited
StatesinJune1943,theyflewtheaircraftacrossthe
countryonathree-monthwarbondandmoraleboosting
tour.Withthebondtourandthe1944William Wyler
documentaryfilm titledTheMemphis Belle -depicting
actualcombatfootage-theaircraftanditscrewbecame
widelyknownandcelebrated.In1990amajormotion
pictureofthesamenameaddedtotheirfame.

"TheMemphis Belle becameanationalicon,anditscrew
representedthethousandsofArmyAirForcesAirmen
whoweretakingthewartotheenemyinEurope,"said
JeffDuford,acuratoratthemuseum."Thereisenormous
significancehavingtheMemphis Belle attheAirForce's
nationalmuseum - itgives our visitors a better
understanding and appreciation ofthe service and
sacrificeofourservicemembersduringWorldWarII."

Museumstaffanticipatestheaircraftwillgoondisplayin
themuseum'sWorldWarIIGalleryin2014,withsome
finalrestorationworktobecompletedontheexhibitfloor.
Onceondisplay,theMemphis Belle willjoinoneofthe
world'sbestcollectionsofaircraftandmemorabiliafrom
theWorldWarIIera.

Untilthattime,visitorscanview theMemphis Belle's
restoration during the museum'sBehind the Scenes
Tours,whichareofferedeachFriday(someexceptions).
Information about this tour is available at
www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/visit/tours.asp.

Formore information,please contactthe National
MuseumoftheU.S.AirForceat(937)255-3286.

http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/visit/tours.asp.
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Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 Robert H Friedman 323rd Age 87
Houston,TX,December24,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeJoy
BorninSiouxCity,Iowa,in1924,Bob
livedinCaliforniauntiljoiningtheU.S.
Armyin1942,whereheservedasan
aerialnavigator.Heflewtwotourswith
the 91st and was awarded the
DistinguishedFlyingCrossAirMedal
withsixclusters,endinghismilitary
careerasacaptaininthereserves.

Bobisapastpresidentofthe91stBGMA.

Later,heearnedhisPhDinchemistryandhadalongand
illustriouscareerintheoilindustrythatproduced51
patents.ThroughoutBob'slife,hedevotedhimselfto
numerouspublic,private,professional,andeducational
organizations.

BobissurvivedbyhiswifeJoy,hisfourchildrenLeslie
(Carl)Levy,Jonathan,Racheland David (Michele)
Friedman.Heisalsosurvivedbyhiseightgrandchildren
andthreegreat-grandchildren.

 Edward J Drake 401st Age 87
Dallas,TX,November25,2011

ReportedbyCraigMillis
BorninDallas,TX,EdwardflewB-17s
duringWWII,endingthewarasaide-
de-camp forBrig.Gen.William M.
Gross. During their last combat
mission,heandhiscrewcrash-landed
in Court-Saint-Etienne, Belgium. In
2002,hewashonoredbythetownasa
warhero.

Hereceivedalaw degreein1949.
Edwardwasactiveinchurch,politicsandcommunity,
takingoncauseshebelievedin.

EdwardissurvivedbywifeDonda;sonEdwardJ.Drake
III;daughtersDianeBurnsandCarolFlether;andsix
grandchildren.

 Whitman Warren Hill 441st Age 91
Alexandria,VA,December21,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeJaque
Warrenwasassignedtothe441stSub
Depotasthe323rdSquadron’sSheet
MetalCrewChief.Overtheyears,he
wasverysupportiveofthememorials
atBassingbourn.

BelovedhusbandofJacquelynHillfor
43years;lovingfatherofCarlHill

(Sherry)andDavidHill(Kate);devotedgrandfatheroftwo
andgreat-grandfatheroffive.

 Stuart K Gilbertson 322nd Age 87
Burnsville,MN,October18,2011

StuartwasborninStillwater,MNand
graduatedin1943.Heservedasa
Navigator completing 24 combat
missionsinWWII.Stuartwasrecalled
toactivedutyfortheKoreanconflict
andflew 50missionsasacombat
radarnavigator.HereceivedtheAir
Medalwithseveraloakleafclusters.
HeretiredasaLieutenantColonelfrom

theAirForceReserveafter28yearsofservice.

HemarriedJanePedersonin1945,workingatthepost
officeuntilretirementin1988.

Survivingareadaughter,Lynda(Jim)Bickett;three
grandchildren;andtwogreat-grandchildren.Precededin
deathbyhiswifeJane.

 Frank J Gilligan 324th Age 86
Bethesda,MD,October3,2011

ReportedbyGaryPrice
HeservedasaFirstLieutenantB-17pilotinWWIIinthe
8thAirForce,91stBombGroup.GraduatedfromCatholic
UniversityandworkedasanAerospaceEngineerfor
NavalAirSystemsCommandfor30years.

BelovedhusbandofthelateClaireBewickGilligan;heis
survivedbyhischildren,Frank,Mary,Eileen,Janeand
John,hisdaughter-in-lawEdie,hisson-in-lawDirk,and
twogranddaughters.

 Norman C Cox 322nd Age 89
SanAntonio,TX,July8,2011

ReportedbyhissonNormanGCox
Lt.Col.NormanC.Cox,USAF(Ret.)
wasbornnearMena,AR andwas
raisedinLeesville,LA.

Heattendedcollegeuntilenlistingin
theArmyAirCorpsin1942.Heflew
with the 91stBomb Group as a
Navigator.AfterWWII,hetrainedand
wasassignedtoAirWeatherService,

whereheserveduntilretirementin1964.Col.Coxthen
enrolled in graduate schooland was employed to
establishandserveasResidentCoordinatorofaprogram
ofeducation atBarksdale AFB.Afterfive yearsat
Barksdale,hewasemployedasAssistantProfessorof
MarketingatStephenF.AustinUniversitywherehe
remaineduntilhisretirementagainin1985.

Col.CoxwasprecededindeathbyhisdaughterCatherine
Thompson.Heissurvivedbyhiswifeof65years,Jackie
Cox;son,NormanG.Cox(Diane);daughter,ConnieCox;
son-in-law,CharlesThompson;twograndchildren;and
twogreat-grandchildren.
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 Otto E “Mick” Meikus 324th Age 92

Milton,Cambridgeshire,UK,October15,2011
ReportedbyVinceHemmings

Ottowasoneoftheoriginalcontingents
of91sterstoarriveatBassingbourn.He
wascrew chiefonB-17F Jack the
Ripper, theaircraftofCaptainWilliam
Crum andhiscrew,thefirst8thAir
ForcecrewtoreturntoAmerica.Oneof
theearlyproblemswithB-17F’swas
the super charger ducts cracking,

renderingtheenginesuselessathighaltitude.Ottosolved
this problem by replacing the originalductwith a
corrugatedduct.Otto’smodificationwasadoptedbythe
groupandeventuallymadestandardonallcurrentand
futureB-17’s.

WhileatRAF BassingbournOttomethisfuturewife
Gladysandafterthewartheysettledinherhomecity,
Cambridge.Ottobecametheservicemanagerforalocal
Volvodealer.

OttowasverysupportiveoftheTowerMuseum,often
joiningtheSundaymorningworkpartiesandwasalways
presentwhen91stersreturnedtotheiroldairfield.Otto
laidthe91stBG(H)MemorialAssociationwreathatthe
CambridgeAmericanCemeteryMemorialDayservice,
untilthelate1980’s.

Ottowasawonderfulambassadorforhisnativecountry
andwehereinEnglandhavelostawonderfulfriend.

 Charles R Giauque 323rd Age 92
WillowStreet,PA,September29,2011

ReportedbyhisdaughterAnneGiauqueCowburn
BornaU.S.citizeninChinawherehis
fatherwasaprofessoratShanghai
University,ChuckgrewupinAthens
OH,ConcordMAandChicagoIL.He
lefthisstudiesinsociologyin1941to
enlistintheU.S.ArmyAirCorps.

In1942-43,hepilotedThe Eagle’s
Wrath and was awarded the

DistinguishedFlyingCrossandtheAirMedal.Hehelped
deviseameansbywhichthebombsightcouldbeswiveled
asidetomakeuseofnewlyaddedfirepowerthatwas
lackingintheB-17F’snose.Hewasrecalledtoactiveduty
fortheKoreanWaranddepartedtheAirForce,postwar,
aLieutenantColonel.

Hewaspredeceasedin2000byhiswifeof56years,
Anna MaryHeyne Giauque.He issurvived bytwo
daughters,Anne (David)Cowburn and Peggy(Walt)
Edmonds.Hewasthegrandfatherofsixandgreat-
grandfathertoeight.Hewillbemissedbyhisfamilyand
friendsandbyalovingcompanion,Mrs.MairaCleaver.

 Robert A Widell 322nd Age 85
WestPalmBeach,FL,June,25,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeBonnieSue
Bobwasalife-longresidentofWest
PalmBeach,FL.Hegraduatedin1943
andenlistedintheArmyAirCorps.He
flew 35missionsasawaistgunner
aboardtheB-17flyingfortressStar
Dust.

Afterthewar,Bobplayedsemi-pro
football,attendedPalmBeachCollege,

andmethisfirstwife,theformerSibylL.Geer.Theywere
married22yearsuntilSibyl’spassingin1975.Bobworked
mostofhislifeasasheetmetalworker,retiringas
presidentofWestGateSheetMetal.Inthelate80s,he
marriedtheformerBonnie-SueBrown.

HissurvivorsincludeBonnie-Sue;sonsGary(Susie),
Gregory (Diana), Jason and daughter Nancy; 12
grandchildren;and1greatgrandson.

 Walter R “Buddy” Cameron 324th Age 89
Murphys,CA,December4,2010

ReportedbyhisdaughterSharonCameronHalcomb
Waltwas born Mar.15,1921 in
Harlingen Texas,and wasa WWII
ArmyVeteraninEnglandofthe91st
Bomb Group. He has resided in
Murphysfor20years,afterretiringfrom
38yearsatMcDonnelDouglasAircraft
inSantaMonica.

WaltissurvivedbywifeJeanof63
years,daughterSharon(Larry),sonsCraig(Jackie),Gary,
and Scott (Diana), 8 grandchildren, and 8 great
grandchildren.

 Richard N Broughton 401st Age 90
OrmandBeach,FL,October17,2011

ReportedbyMorrisSpielberg
Born in Newark,NJ,Richard was
fascinatedbyaviationfrom anearly
age.In1942,heenlistedintheArmy
AirCorps,completing35missionsasa
B-17pilot.Helefttheserviceattheend
ofWWIIandflew reliefsuppliesto
easternEuropewithVeteransAirlines.
HerejoinedtheAirForcein1947and
servedinvariousassignmentsinthe
UnitedStateswiththeStrategicAir

Command,theTacticalAirCommand,andtheU.S.Strike
Command.Aftera yearlong deploymentin Vietnam.
RichardretiredfromtheAirForcein1969withnumerous
decorationsincludingtheBronzeStar.

Heissurvivedbyhiswifeof63years,Anna;twosons,
Robert(Mary)andCraig(Carol);andfourgrandchildren.
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Folded Wings:
 John W Allen 401st Age 88

Bremerton,WA,October30,2011
ReportedbyhissonRev.KevinBondAllen

JohnwasbornandraisedinSeattle
WA,graduatinghighschoolin1940.
He entered the University of
WashingtonCollegeofForestry,but
enlistedintheU.S.ArmyAirCorpsto
serveasaB-17navigator.Heflew35
missionsduringWW IIandlateras
CaptainferriedaircrafttoGuadalcanal

andNewGuinea.

John returned to UW forhisBachelorsin Forest
Management,marriedRosemaryBondofKirkland,WA,
6/14/1947andfinishedaMastersofForestry.

Heissurvivedbyhislovingwifeof64years,Rosemary
BondAllen;hischildren:RosemaryHildurAllen,Robin
Marie (George)Richterand Rt.Rev.Kevin Bond
(Stefanie)Allen;threegrandchildrenandtwogreat
grandchildren.

 Richard E Murphy 323rd Age 88
Lynn,MA,November3,2011

ReportedbyhisgrandsonMattMurphy
BorninNahant,MA,hegraduated
highschoolin1941andcollegein
1948. He was a retired Lynn
Firefighter.AWWIIVeteranofthe
AirForce,Richard served in the
EuropeanTheatreandreceivedthe
DistinguishedFlyingCrossandthe
AirMedalwith three Oak Leaf
Clusters.Hewasoneoftheoriginal

crewofNine-O-Nine asatailgunnerwhereheserved
thirty missions.He volunteered forthe Collings
FoundationofStowerepairingWWIIplanes.

HeissurvivedbyhiswifeLoraine;children,RichardE.
MurphyJr.,BonnieMartin,MaureenMacDonaldand
Kathleen(Joseph)Adams;andsixgrandchildren.

Folded Wings continued on page 10
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