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Who Dat? The Ninety First, Dat Who!
TheBigEasy,NOLA,N’awlingsorjustNewOrleans.Whateveryoucallit,markyourcalendarstoattendthe2012
91stBombGroupReunioninNewOrleansSeptember11–16!

The NationalWWIIMuseum will
surelybeahighlightofourstay.
The museum opened as the
NationalD-DayMuseumonJune6,
2000.Themuseumfounditshome
inNewOrleansastheamphibious
landingcraftwhichplayedavital
roleintheD-Dayinvasionwere
designed and produced bylocal
HigginsIndustries.

Overthepastdecade,themuseum
hasexpandedbeyondD-Dayand
it’sgoalistospotlighttheAmerican
experienceinWWII.

Theotherreunioneventsarelisted
inthisissueandwillbecovered
morethouroghlyintheJulyissue.

Youmustmakeyourownhotel
reservationsbefore August13th.
Contactinformationforthehotelis
listedontheapplicationonpage7.
Besuretomentionyouarewiththe
91stBombGroupReunioninorder
togetourgrouprate.

Ifyouneedanextracopyofthe
ReunionApplication,pleasecontact
GaryHallat651-260-2397orby
email:raggedirregular@gmail.com.

HopetoseeyouinNewOrleans!
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President’s Corner Jim Shepherd
The91stBombGroupMemorialAssociationwillmakeitsfirsttripeverto
NewOrleansthisSeptember.Themainattractiontherewillbe"TheNational
WorldWarIIMuseum".ItissaidtobethemostcompletedisplayofWWII
historicalartificeseverassembledandisguaranteedtobeamoving
experience.WearehavingdinnerandaDixielandBandonthe"Natchez"
steamboatgoingdowntheMississippiandavisittothefamous"OakAlley
Plantation".ThedatesareSeptember11toSeptember16,withroomsatthe
Wyndham Riverfront,New Orleans.Alltheinformationavailableonthe
ReunionapplicationisenclosedintheRaggedIrregular.Anapplicationwill
alsobeplacedonthewebpageunder"UPCOMINGEVENTS".

Currentplansarebeingmadetomove
the323rdMemorialPlaquefrom its
currentisolatedlocation,"OffBase",to
someplaceneartheTowerMuseum,
"OnBase".Thisisanexcellentidea
sinceitwillbeprotectedfromdamage
andvandalism.Youmightcheckthe
webpage,underMemorials.Wehave
addedseveral,includingnamesand
locationstopersonswhohaveadopted
graves of91stmembers buried in
Europe.Therecontinuestobeagreat
interestinthehistoryofWWIIandthe
bravemenwhomadethesupreme
sacrifice.

ThePXhasnotbeenprofitablethepastyear,soSuzihastakentheshowon
theroad.WehadaboothattheRiverside(California)AirportduringanAir
Show,March31,2012.WeneedhelpinthefuturewiththePX.Someone
withcomputerknowledgeandaninterestinhelpingthe91straisemoney
shouldcontactMickHanoutoperhapstakeoverthePXduties.Itwas
suggestedthatanAmazonaccountbeestablishedtosellthePXitems.All
thatisneededisawillingnesstohelpandweneedyourhelptocontinuethe
associationfinancialstrengthintothefutureifitistosurvive.

InFebruary,Iattendedareunionforthe100thBombGroupinPalmSprings
California.Theveteranturnoutwasabout50andthespeakerwasthe
daughterofGeneralCurtisLeMay.I'vereceivedmanypicturesthroughthe
yearsforthewebpageandseveralscratchartdrawings.The91stscratchart
drawingisofDestiny’s Child,andthenoseartistwasthelateJackGaffney.I
presentedthemwithaScratchArtdrawing,bySteveRidgeway,ofoneof
theirnoseartplanes,SHE HASTA.Onecrewmemberfromthisplanewas
thereandwasverypleasedwiththedrawing.

Join our group on Facebook
Acomplimenttothe91stBombGroupwebsiteandMikeBanta’sE-mail
Ring,the91stBombGroupisonFacebook.Facebookallowsyoutoshare
yourpicturesandstorieswithfriends,familyandother91sters.Signupand
jointhe150+peopletalkingaboutthe91stonline!SearchFacebookusing
“91stBombGroup”orlinkwww.facebook.com/groups/91bgma.

91st BGMA Officers

President
Jim Shepherd
20670ViaAugusto
YorbaLinda,CA92887
Tel:(714)970-5540
jshep91@earthlink.net

1st Vice President
Mick Hanou
2398SandpiperWay
Pleasanton,CA94566
Tel:(925)425-3220
mhanou@comcast.net

Secretary/Treasurer
Jody Kelly
3829SunsetLn
Oxnard,CA93035
Tel:(805)984-7706
njkelly@roadrunner.com

Historian
Janet Larocco
406SPayneSt
Alexandria,VA22314
fauno-aventi@usa.net

Editor
Gary Hall
1054SunriseDr
Woodbury,MN55125
Tel:(651)260-2397
raggedirregular@gmail.com

Please send Folded Wings
informationtoJodyKelly.

JulyR/Isubmissionsneedtobe
receivedbyJune 15th.

91st BG E-mail Ring
b17banta@aol.com

91st on the Web
www.91stbombgroup.com
www.bombsqd323rd.com
www.facebook.com/groups/91bgma

http://www.facebook.com/groups/91bgma.
http://www.91stbombgroup.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/91bgma
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Veeps Views Mick Hanou
Hello91ST'ers.

Mayisgenerallythestartofairshowseason
andIamexcitedtobeparticipatinginmanyof
them.Imentionthisinthehopesofpossibly
seeingsomeofyou.ItstartswiththeChinoair
showtheweekendofMay5-6attheChino
airport,nearOntarioinsouthernCalifornia.I'll
bethereearly,sofeelfreetocallonmeifyou
arethere(925-200-8962).Ontheweekend,I
willbeinfront,workingsecurityonthefence
line.Chinoiswhereweare(slowly)establishing
alargerexhibittothe91stBombGroup.

MemorialDayweekend,May27-29,Iam
sponsoringavisitoftheCollingsFoundationat
Livermoreairport,northernCalifornia.Ihave
beendoingthisfor20yearsnowandthisis
how Ifirstgotinvolvedwiththe91stBomb
Group.The B-17 Nine-O-Nine willbe in
attendancealongwiththeonlyflyingB-24,a
dual-controlP-51B/C,andquitepossiblya
flyingME262!Wewillalsohavenumerouslocal
warbirds–P-51,P-40,trainers,birddogs,and
somepost-waraircraft.Iwouldlovetohaveyou
visit.AllWWIIveteransareadmittedforfree
andwehavenumerousWWIIveteransthereas
volunteers.SocallanyWWIIfriendyouhavein
theSanFranciscoareaandcomeonout.The
crowdsareenthusiasticandpleasantanditis
usuallyagreattimeforall.Mondaymid-day,we
willalsohaveagroupofladysingersbeltingout
contemporarysongs.Seethecolumntothe
rightforotherstops.

Duxford,Cambridgeshire,England,June30-
July1:Iwillbeworkingflightlinesecurityfor
oneofthegreatestairshowsintheworld.For
thoseofyouinEngland,Iwouldenjoymeeting
you. Email me (mhanou@comcast.net)
beforehandandwecanarrangesomethingata
localpub.Asusual,Iwillmakemyannualvisit
to Bassingbourn TowerMuseum and Prop
Memorial,whereChrisandAmyMurphyhave
beendoinganoutstandingjobonyourbehalf.
Theyhavemoved/securedthe323rdMemorial
andthe441stsubdepotmarkertopreserve
them,gottenacouplegenuineNissanhutsfrom
the 303rd base, and made numerous
improvementsintheTower.

AssociateLifeMemberJoseGonzalesexitingNine-O-Nine

Wings of Freedom Tour
TheCollingsFoundations’WingsofFreedomTouriscomingto
anairportnearyou!Forinformation,call978-562-9182orvisit
themonthewebatwww.collingsfoundation.org.Takeatouror
bookaflightintheirB-17,B-24orP-51atanyofthestops
listedbelow.

5/2–5/4 Murrieta,CA
FrenchValleyAirport

5/4–5/6 Burbank,CA
BobHopeAirport

5/7–5/9 Camarillo,CA
CamarilloAirport

5/9–5/11 LongBeach,CA
LongBeachAirport

5/11–5/13 SantaAna,CA
OrangeCounty/JohnWayneAirport

5/14–5/16 SantaBarbara,CA
SantaBarbaraMunicipalAirport

5/16–5/18 SanLuisObispo,CA
SanLuisCountyRegionalAirport

5/18–5/26 MountainView,CA
MoffettFederalAirfield

5/27–5/29 Livermore,CA
LivermoreMunicipalAirport

5/29–6/1 Concord,CA
BuchananField

6/1–6/4 Sacramento,CA
McClellanAirPark

6/4–6/6 Napa,CA
NapaCountyAirport

6/6–6/8 Arcata/Eureka,CA
ArcataAirport

http://www.collingsfoundation.org.Take
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Mike Banta’s Web Ring
ContactMikeBantatojoinoraskquestionsoftheRingatemail:B17banta@aol.com.Ifyou’dliketocommentonor
answeranyofthefollowinganddonothaveemailaccess,simplydropalinetotheRaggedIrregular(addresson
page2)andtheinformationwillbeforwardedtoMikeandtheRing.

Communication between B-17s and Fighters

“The Movie” Memphis Belle withlittlefriend

IwastakingalookatyourvideosonYouTuberegarding
the8thAF'sSchweinfurtMissionon10/14/43.Ijust
wantedtosaythanksforpostingthevideos;theyarevery
informativeandtelltherealstoryofthatmissionasit
happenedthatday.

Iwas wondering ifyou were familiar with radio
communicationprotocolduringthatperiod.Wereanyof
thebombersabletocommunicatewithfighterescort
groupsduringtheirmissions?Orwerefightersonlyableto
contactotherfightersintheirgroups,etc.Justcurious…
I'vealwayswonderedifthefightersandbomberswere
abletocommunicatedirectlyviaVHFradiowhileonthese
missions.Thanksinadvanceforthefeedbackandthanks
againforpostingthevideos!

-EddieDixonJr

Idon’trememberiftherewasanofficialprotocolregarding
radiocommunicationbetweenindividualgroupaircraftor
fighteraircraftbutitwascertainlydiscouraged.However
onseveraloccasionsIpersonallyignoredit.OntheNov.
26,1944Altenbekenmission,Ispottedaverylargegroup
ofenemyaircraftclimbinguptoattackusfromaboutalow
oneo’clockdirectionsoIusedourairtoairradio
frequency to warn the group.The enemy aircraft
continuedtoclimbandthencircletoourreartoformmany
wavesofabout10planesacrossourrearandthen
attackingourformation.Ihadbeenabletogivethe
warningafewminutesbeforetheactualattackbutwas
chastisedbysomeoneontheradioforunnecessary
chatter.

OntheNov.2,1944missiontoMerseburg,ouraircraft
lostoneengineasweapproachedtheIPandwefell

behindandoutofformationasthegroupproceededto
leaveusbehind.Ourpilotcalledforfightersupportusing
theradioVHFchanneltocommunicatewithfighters.A
P-51showedupwithininminutesandstayedwithus
whilewedroppedourloadonatargetofopportunityand
leftusattheEnglishChannel.Nowordswereexchanged.

OnDec.5,1944onamissionoverBerlin,myaircraft
receivedadirectFlakhitontheNo.3engineremoving
mostoftheengineandcausingtwootherenginestofail.

Oneranawayandanotherstartedtowindmill.Neither
respondedtoallattemptstocorrecttheproblem,wecould
notrelease ourbombs;there was severe shrapnel
damagethroughouttheaircraftcausingsomesmokeand
fireaswellassignificantfuelandoilleaks.Severalcrew
memberswerewounded.

Whileallthiswasgoingon,Icalledforfightersupporton
theVHFfighterchannelandarednosedP-51almost
immediatelyplantedhimselflikegluetoourrightwing.He
stayedwithusuntilthebitterendandaftereveryoneelse
hadjumped,Ifinallyfollowed.Afterfallingtoamuchlower
altitudeIwasabletowavegoodbyetotheP-51pilotashe
finally headed forhome.Thatwas ouronly direct
communicationbecausenowordswereexchangedonthe
radiobetweenthetwoofus.

-DonFreer

Jake’s YouTube videos about Gee navigation

JakeHowlandhasaskedmetopassontheselinkson
YouTubethathissonJohnnymadeandpostedforhim.
Theyareagreatexplanationofsomeofthenavigation
workhedidduringthewarinhisroleasapathfinder
navigator.Thereare4partsontheGeenavigationsystem
thatJakewassogoodat,andhelpedtousetodefeatthe
Nazis.TherearealsosomeinterestinglinksonJake’slife
andtimesinVenezuela.

Thanks,Jake,andthanksJohnny,forputtingitalltogether
forallofustoshare.

-GordyAlton.

www.youtube.com/user/JakesB17Memories

www.youtube.com/user/JakesVenezuela

http://www.youtube.com/user/JakesB17Memories
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The American fighter pilot who avenged the
loss of Pandora’s Box, B-17 shot down on
Nov 23, 1942

Closurecomesinstrangeways.

On an early 91st
BombardmentGroup raid
overthesubmarinepensof
St. Nazaire,France,on
November23,1942,the
smallgroup ofbombers
wasinterceptedbyGerman
fightersledbyEgonMayer,
Gruppenkommandeur of
III./JG2,who is credited
with shooting down two
91stbombersthatday,one
ofwhich was Pandora's
Box. My father, Major
Harold C.Smelser,was
alongonPandora'sBoxas
squadroncommander.Hisplane,mortallyhitandin
flames,waslastseendescendingofftheFrenchcoast
andneverheardfromagain.

EgonMayerhadadistinguishedcareerasaGermanace
bothbeforeandafterthismission.SeeingphotosofMayer
arousedmixedemotions.Sometimeshatred,sometimes
sorrow.Therewassomecomfortinthathisfellowofficers
lateropposedandcametodespiseHitler.

Mayer,inhisturn,was
shotdownonMarch2,
1944 bya fighterpilot
whose name I never
knew,alwayswondered
about.Nowapproaching
seventymyself,IfinallyI
foundhimontheInternet.
HewasCaptainWalter
Gresham,Commanderof
the 358th Fighter
Squadron ofthe 355th
FighterGroup.

Today,Italkedwithhis
sonWalter,thankinghim forhisfather'sserviceandfor
takingdownadistinguishedenemy.EgonMayerrests
nowinGermanwarcemeteryinnortheastFrance.The
crewofPandora's Box arelostsomewhereoffthecoastof
France.

-LarrySmelser

Author, John Steinbeck's visit to the 91st BG

HelloMike,

AbookhasbeenfoundinaCharityshopinNorwichcalled
"OncetherewasaWar".Theauthorwasagentleman
called John Steinbeck who was Ibelieve a War
CorrespondentfortheNew YorkHeraldTribuneand
interviewedUSAAFaircrewandgroundcrewexperiences
inEnglandduringWWIIforhisbook.

Thegentlemanwhohasfoundthebookbelieveshecame
toBassingbournbutisnotsurewhen.Iwonderifoneof
yourringmembersknowsthedate(s)?

Trustyouarebothwell.

Kindregards,Vince.

HiVinceand91sters,

Vince,yes,authorJohnSteinbeckservingasawar
correspondentdidvisitBassingbournduringthewarand
intendedtowritea25articleseriesaboutourB-17named
Mary Ruth - Memories of Mobile.Whenthis401stB-17
failedtoreturnfrom themissionof22June1943,the
serieswascutshort.

SteinbeckwasoneoftheUSA'smostprolificauthors.
Priortothewarhehadwrittenmanybooksoftenabout
theGreatDepression.Probablyhisbestknownbookis
named"TheGrapesofWrath."Itwasmadeintoamovie
andisoneofthebestfilmsofalltime.Othertitleswere
"OfMiceandMen,""TortillasFlats,""ToaGodUnknown,"
"CanneryRow,"etc.

ConcerningJohnSteinbeck'svisittoBassingbourn,Lowell
Getz'book,“’MaryRuth’MemoriesofMobile”whichison
ourwebpagehasthefollowinginformationonhisvisit.

Mary Ruth - Memories of Mobile andhercrew flirted
brieflywithfamefrom timetotimeovertheyears.John
Steinbeck, a prewar friend of Sgt Crain, visited
Bassingbourn long enough to write nine newspaper
articlesaboutday-to-daylifeinVIIIBomberCommand.
ThesewerebasedonthecrewoftheMary Ruth.His
projected25-articleserieswouldbecutshortwhenthe
Mary Ruth failedtoreturnfromHuls.Sixofthesearticles
wouldfindtheirwayintoSteinbeck's1958book,'Once
ThereWasaWar'."

ThisbookisavailablethroughBarnesandNobleand
otherBooksellers.

-MikeBanta,91stRing

Capt.WalterGresham

MajorHaroldCSmelser
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Thank you for your donations!
Donationstotaling$3,340.60werereceivedbythe91stBombGroupMemorialAssociation.Thankyouforhelping
uskeepthememoryofthe91stBombGroupalive!Never Forgotten, Forever Honored.

HildeKeneley 600.00 DrJohnBO'Leary 30.00
InMemoryofFrankKeneley401st ArvinBattersby 25.00
MrsLeeSlane 310.00 InMemoryofArthurBurns401st
InMemoryofCol.RobertM.Slane CPChima 25.00
ThomasGuzek 250.00 JamesR(Dick)Dempsey 25.00
DanMLinn 250.00 DavidLippman 25.00
InMemoryofM/Sgt.RiceC.Linn322nd GeorgeJWitt 25.00
VirginiaMcGavern 250.00 RoyHFratz 20.00
InMemoryofT/SgtWilliamA.McGavern JohnJanse 20.00
DanielTMcGuire 100.00 HowardStebelton 20.00
RobertGStevens 100.00 AuroraViarengo 20.00
MrsEleanorLWofford 100.00 KayDuzynski 15.00
InMemoryofPerryE.Wofford323rd MrsMaryJohnson 15.00
HaroldJohnson 80.00 RolfHPieper 15.00
RoyEForbacka 75.00 MickeyRamirez 15.00
BeckyBeasley 60.00 EugeneHSell 15.00
InMemoryofFreemanBeasley324th BenjaminCamerino 10.00
PilotofDear Becky EdwardECausey 10.00

RobertTDean 60.00 EdwardWDamro 10.00
InMemoryofEdwardE.Hoevet324th EdwardJDobrinski 10.00
WarrenWSchulthies 50.60 OttoEggert 10.00
GeorgeFredrickson 50.00 GloriaElroy 10.00
JeanYavisJones 50.00 RobertJGoon 10.00
InMemoryofJackYavis323rd JamesJHoffman 10.00
MarthaGrogan 50.00 JamesEHumm 10.00
InhonorofTomMinnickIII,KIA8/1/1944 GlenKessler 10.00
MrsLorettaWReynolds 50.00 MadelaineKurylo 10.00
InMemoryofPaulHarrisonReynolds322nd RogerWLayn 10.00
JohnRusnak 50.00 JohnHMorris 10.00
InMemoryGeorgeCameronSr. GeorgeAParrish 10.00
RickSenffner 50.00 HerbertSaska 10.00
NeilADaniels 40.00 BonnieSelje 10.00
BasilFHackleman 40.00 MaxPShambaugh 10.00
MichaelMcCabe 40.00 JoanneGThompson 10.00
InMemoryof2ndLt.E.G.McCabe323rd CarolTracy 10.00
FrankSRipa 40.00 DominicZurella 10.00
RickTierney 40.00 GlenCrumbless 5.00
JohnZajacJr 40.00
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| 91stBombGroupMemorialAssociation-NewOrleansLouisianaReunion11Septto16,2012
|

 RegistrationFee(foreachperson) Adult/Child ______x $35.00 = _______
| Registrationstarts2:00PM11SeptintheHotelLobby.
| (Includes$10giftcertificatefor91stBGMAPXduringreunion(nocashback).
|
|
| Activity: Wednesday12Sept9:00amto1:00pm-OakAlleyPlantationTour,lunchand
| Busincluded.
| Adult/Child ______x $72.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Thursday13Sept9:00amto4:00pm-WorldWar2Museum-bus,admission,
| lunchandmovie,Beyond All Boundaries.
| Adult/Child ______x $46.00 = _______
|
| Senior ______x $40.00 = _______
|
| WWIIVeterans______x $24.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Friday14Sept9:00amto1:00pm-SwampTour-lunchincluded.
|
| Adult/Child ______x $59.50 = _______
|
| Activity: Friday14Sept5:30pmto9:00pm-Dinnercruise:DixielandJazz.
|
| Adult/Child ______x $63.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Saturday15Sept9:00amto11:00am-BusinessMeetingLunch.
|
| MeetingAttendees ______x $20.00 = _______
|
| Activity: Saturday15Sept9:00amto11:00am-FrenchQuarterwalkandcitybustour
| withlunchatBubbaGumpShrimp(forthosenotattendingthebusinessmeeting).
|
| Adult/Child ______x $60.00 = _______
|
| Banquet: Saturday15Sept6:00pmto9:00pm-atHotel.
|
| ChickenBreast Adult/Child ______x $50.00 = _______
|
| FiletMignon Adult/Child ______x $55.00 = _______
|
|
| *****NumberofAttendeesandTotalPaid:#______ $____________
|
|
| SendapplicationtotheTreasurer,JodyKelly,3829SunsetLane,Oxnard,CA93035.
| Makecheckpayableto:91st BGMA
|
| HotelreservationsattheWyndham Riverfront New Orleans.
| 701ConventionCenterBlvd,NewOrleans,LA70130
| Phone504-524-8200 -Reservationrequestmuststate91stBombGroupReunion
| Therateis$99.00($109.00Fri&Sat)pernight.
| Reservations must be made before 13 August 2012
|
|


|
|



Page 8 THERaGGEDIRREGULaR April 2012

|
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

REUNION APPLICATION IS ON PAGE 7 |
|

IF YOU ARE ATTENDING THE REUNION |
PLEASE FILL OUT, CUT OUT AND MAIL |
PAGE 7 TO JODY KELLY |

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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|
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|
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"SOMEWHEREINENGLAND"
WWII&1940'sWar-TimeWeekend&MusicalExtravaganza

TheTowerMuseum'smajorfund-raisingeventfor2012
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Special Request from the National WWII Museum
TheNationalWWIIMuseuminNewOrleansisworkingonanexhibitfocusingontheairwar.Theexhibitisslatedto
beopenon11/11/2012andtheyarelookingformentointerviewinpersonwhowereonthesemissions:

11/9/42 Saint-Nazaire Pleasecontact:
1/23/43 Lorient
1/27/43 Wilhelmshaven SethParidon
8/17/43 Schweinfurt/Regensburg ManagerofResearchServices
9/6/43 Stuttgart TheNationalWWIIMuseum
10/8/43 Bremen 945MagazineSt.
10/9/43 Gdynia/Marienburg NewOrleans,LA70130
10/10/43 Munster (504)528-1944ext.312
10/14/43 2ndSchweinfurt TollFree:(877)813-3329ext.312
3/6/44 Berlin seth.paridon@nationalww2museum.org

Warbird Community Rises to Meet Threat
'Title 10 Amendment' could devastate historic aircraft fleet

April 18, 2012 -EAAandtheWarbirdsofAmericaare
joining with the Commemorative AirForce,Collings
Foundation,andotherwarbirdgroupsinoppositionofa
proposedamendmenttotheHouseNationalDefense
Authorization Act (H.R. 4310) that could have a
devastatingeffectonthefleetofcivilian-operatedhistoric
militaryaircraft.

The amendment introduced by
Rep.MichaelTurner(R-OH)would
barthe DepartmentofDefense
from loaningorgiftinganyU.S.
militaryaircraftorpartstoanyentity
exceptthosethatwouldputthe
aircraftonstaticdisplay,suchasin
amuseum.Theamendmentwould
preclude the aircraftfrom being
loaned to private individuals,
associations,ormuseumswhere
thereisanyintentofflyingthe
historicvintagewarbirds,evenat
airshows ordemonstrations of
supportforveterans.

MilitarybranchessuchastheU.S.AirForceoftendonot
donateaircrafttoprivategroupsoutright;theyinstead
"loan"them undera Defense Departmentprovision,
Section2572ofTitle10,toindividualsandgroupsfor
indefiniteperiods.Theseprivateindividualsandgroups
usuallyrestore and operate the aircraftattheirown
expensetodemonstratethesepiecesofflyinghistoryto
eventssuchasEAAAirVentureOshkosh.

"TheDepartmentofDefensehasmadenumerousattempts
throughtheyearstoprecludeanyformermilitaryaircraft
from beingflownincivilianhands,"saidDougMacnair,
EAA'svicepresidentofgovernmentrelations."Thisview
hasneverbeensupportedbyanysafetyorsecurity

imperativeandiscurrentlybeingcouchedasamoveto
supposedly'preserve'raremilitaryaircraft.Wecanbe
assuredthattheU.S.militaryhasneitherthefundingnor
themandatetopreservetheseaircraftinflyingcondition,
whichwouldleavetheonlyoptionforthemtobeusedas
staticmuseumdisplays.Thatwouldtrulybeatragedyand
alossofouraviationandmilitaryheritage."

Rep. Turner's district includes
Dayton,Ohio,homeoftheNational
MuseumoftheU.S.AirForce,which
hasbeenadamantinitsattemptsto
groundformerU.S.militaryaircraft.
Ironically,Daytonisthesamesite
wherethisweekmorethan20B-25
bombers-preservedandflownby
privategroupsandindividuals-are
gatheringinapublicspectacleto
honorthe70thanniversaryofthe
famedDoolittleRaidonJapan.

EAAandtheotherwarbirdgroupsare
working with staffin the House's Armed Services
Committee and Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee,aswellastheHouseGeneralAviationCaucus
astheDefenseAuthorizationBillgoesintoinitialcommittee
reviewnextweekandtotheHousefloorinearlyMay.
Althoughtheexactlanguageoftheamendmenthasnot
beensharedwiththeaviationcommunityorwidelyon
CapitolHill,Rep.Turnerplanstopushtheamendment
despiteinitialcongressionalopposition.

EAAandWarbirdsofAmericarecommendthatmembers
contacttheircongressionalrepresentatives,urgingthemto
voicetheiroppositiontotheTurneramendmentandin
supportofmaintainingtheprivateabilitytorestoreandfly
thesehistoricaircraft.

EAA'sB-17Aluminum Overcast
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Finding Sergeant MacDonald
ByGordonJohnson
The-Press-Enterprise

Likelookingforaneedleinabunchofneedles.

SosaysCaptainMiller(Tom Hanks)in‘SavingPrivate
Ryan’when faced with the
prospectoflocatingonesoldier,
JamesFRyanofIowa,amidthe
thousandsmobilizedforD-Day,
the massive invasion of
NormandyinWorldWarII.

Inthemovie,theeightmensent
to find Ryan behind German
lines consider the mission
insane.

Edgar“Neil”MacDonaldthought
his fatherWilbertMacDonald
wascrazytoo,forgoingtolook
forhimwhenhewasshotdown
inItalybehindenemylines.

Yet,morethan50yearslater,
Neil,75nowandlivinginRiverside[CA],canstillenvision
hisfatheronthedeckofaLibertyshipthenightoftheir
reunionontheMediterraneanSea.Hisfatherhadcrossed
theAtlantictofetchhiswoundedsonhome.Whatwere
theoddshisdadwouldhavefoundhim?

Train-yard target

Aug.19,1943.ItwasTech.Sgt.NeilMacDonald’s36th
bombingmissionfortheU.S.ArmyAirForce.Itdidn’tfeel
anydifferentfromtheother35.Hesteppedintohisheated
flightsuit,adjustedhisoxygenmaskandcheckedhis
radiogear.Hedouble-checkedtheoperationofhis.50-
calibermachinegunandhisammosupply.

TheenginesofthegreatB-17FlyingFortressfiredup,the
propswhirred,andtheplane,carryingadozen500-pound
bombs,liftedoffthedesertairstripinTunisia,NorthAfrica.
Morethan100otherbomberstookoff,too,fortheday’s
target–atrainyardinFoggia,Italy.

Neilfoundaseatbehindtheradioroom,notfarfromhis
waist-gunner’spost.Hisjobwastoshootdownenemy
fighterplans,usually(Messerschmitt109s)tryingtoflank
theC-Batt,thenameofNeil’sship.

Therewasplentyoftimetothinkinthebellyoftheplane
ontheflightover.Neiltriednottofretoverthedangers
suretocome.“Iwasn’tscaredreally.Youdon’tgetscared
untiltheystartshootingatyou,”Neilsays.

Severalmonthsbefore,theC-Batt hadtakenabighitin
thetailfroma20mmcannon.Aclosecall,butallhands
madeitbacktobasesafely.

Yes,he’dseenhisshareoftheaction.He’dheardthe
machinegunbulletsslapintothebomber’sskin.He’dfelt
therumbleofflakburstingnearby.He’dheardandseen
toomuch.Fifteenmorebombingrunsandhewouldfillhis
quota.Just15moreandhecouldgohome.

Home,sweethome.

Meeting Ruth

Scottish by ancestry, the
MacDonaldswereaConnecticut
farmingfamilyofeightchildren
whoeventuallymovedtoJersey
City,NJsoNeil’sdadWilbert
couldworkthetugboats.

Tugboatingupanddownthe
EastCoastformonthsatatime.
Wilbertmissedoutonmuchof
hischildren’sgrowingup.But
Neilwarmly remembered the
timeshewashome.Hewasa
kindfather,andNeillovedhim
verymuch.

AttheonsetofWorldWarII,
Glenn,thebrotherclosestinagetoNeil,talkedtoNeil
aboutenlisting.Theyvisitedtherecruitingofficeand
signeduptogether.Twoolderbrothers,Malcolm and
Hector,enlistedshortlythereafter.Allfourfiguredthey’d
bedraftedsoonanyway;theymightaswelljoin.Two
otherbrothersworkedindefenseindustries.Twosisters
helpedMomoutathome.

Afteraptitudetesting,GlennandNeilwereassignedtothe
ArmyAirForce.Malcolm wenttotheNavy,Hectorthe
Army.

Glenn and Neil,always
close as kids, went
through basic training
together,and tookflight
training in Miamifora
time. They posed for
snapshots in frontofa
backdrop ofpalms,two
smilingbrothers,confident
ingazeandposture.

Neilwasassignedtothe
2ndBombardmentGroup,
20thSquadron.Glenn,a
radioman, went to a
different [91st] bomber
group.

WhiletraininginKearney,
Neb.,insteadofdrinking
withtheboys,Neilspent
his free hours riding

GlennMacDonald
91stBGRadioOperator

NeilMacDonald
2ndBGWaistGunner

MacDonaldbrothers
togetherinMiami



Page 12 THERaGGEDIRREGULaR April 2012
horsebackintheopencountryside.Afterall,he’dbeen
raisedonhorsebackasafarmboy.

Onedayherodepastahousewhereafellowwasout
choppingwood.

“Heysoldier,”hecalledout.“Where’syourgirlfriend?”

“Haven’tgotone,”Neilreplied.

“I’vegotthreeorfoursistersifyou’dliketomeetthem,”he
saidbeforesteppingintothehouseandcomingoutwith
oneofthem.

Thechemistrywasn’tthereforNeil.“Can’tyoudobetter
thanthat?”Neilsaid.

SohereturnedwithRuth.Nowshewasmorelikeit.

That’showRuth’spicturecametobetapednearNeil’s
machinegun.TheywroteV-mailtoeachothernearly
everyday.Shewasthewomanhewantedtocomehome
to.

Shot in the leg

Otherbombersfromtheotherbasesjoinedthebombers
fromNeil’sbaseatarallyingpointovertheMediterranean.
Helookedouttheholeinthesideoftheplane,hisgun
port,andsaw bombers,hundredsofthem,flyingin
formation.

Coldairblastedthroughthegunport.Itwasalwayscold
at20,000feet.Coldandnoisy.

Andthenthetimearrived.Groundfirefromack-ackguns
explodedinpuffsofblacksmoke,sendinglethalshrapnel
in alldirections.A dozen orso Me-109sattacked,
knockingoutfivebombers.

“Theflakwassothick,itseemedimpossibletoflythrough
it,”Neilsays.

Butthey reached theirtargetand Neilheard the
bombardieryell“Bombsaway”overtheintercom.

Neilwatchedasthebombshit.Hecouldseetheflashes
andthesmoke.

Butthe ack-ackskeptpumping.Woomph!Woomph!
Woomph!Theshellsexplodedeverywhere.TheNo.2
enginetookahit.ThentheNo.4engine.

Crippled,theC-Batt lostspeedandaltitude.Itdroppedout
offormationandGermanfighterpilotslickedtheirchops.
Theyswarmed.

Neilfiredburstsat800roundsperminuteastheplanes
swoopedintostrafetheC-Batt withmachinegunfirethen
dartedoutofrange.

Don’theatthebarrel.Leadthefightersthewayyouthrow
apasstoacrossingreceiver.“Everythinghappensquick

andfast.Notimetothink,justact.Followyourtraining,”
Neilsays.

Neiltookahitintheshoulderfromshrapnel,butitdidn’t
penetratehisflesh.Theforceofitknockedhimtothedeck
though,andhisoxygenmaskflewoff.Weakenedfrom
lackofoxygen,hestruggledbacktohisgun.

Theinterioroftheplanecrackledwithgunfire.Bulletholes
riddledthefuselageandhecouldseethegroundbelow.

Heheardapiercingscream.Helookedforamomentand
sawtheotherwaistgunner,hisbuddy,withmostofhisleg
blownoff.Thewoundedmanstilltriedtoreachthegun
triggers,butcouldn’t.

Neil’sB-17Crewmembers

Neilgotclippedintheheel.Again,nottooseriously.But
thena20mmslugrippedthroughhislegjustabovethe
ankle.Abadhit.

“Ipanicked,Irantothebackoftheplanereadytobailout.
ButIimmediatelyranbacktomygunandbeganblasting
away.Why,Idonotknow,”Hesays.

Bythistime,theNo.3enginecaughtfire.Neilaskeda
turretgunnertoshoothimwithmorphine,butthegunner
wastoobusystrappingonhisparachute.Theparachute
bellclanged,itwastimetobail.

Atfirst,theemergencydoorcouldn’topen.“Hysterically,I
beganclawingatit,butwithnosuccess.”Thensomeone
kickeditopen,andNeilandtherestrolledoutofthedying
plane.

Hewaitedtopullhischutecord.

Openittooearlyandhe’dbetargetpracticeforthe
Germanfighters.

Ashefloateddownward,hetoreopenhisfirst-aidkitand
shothimselfinthearm withmorphine.Hecountednine
chutes,includinghisown.Therewere10inhiscrew.
Someonedidn’tmakeit.TheC-Batt crashedinflamesinto
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amountainside.Ashot-upGermanfighterplanecrashed
nearby.

Hidden by doctor

Neilhittheground,unabletomove.Withinminutes,Italian
townspeople,atthattimetheenemy,wereonhim,kicking
andhittinghimtryingtostealhisbootsandhisparachute.
ApatrolofItaliansoldiersshooedthepeopleaway,and
tookhimasaprisonerofwartoasmallhospitalinSan
Angelo,issouthernItaly.Hemetupwithhistailgunner,
woundedinthehead,andtheotherwaistgunner,hisleg
hangingonbyathinpieceofflesh.

Theytookthetailgunnertoaprisoncamp.Thewaist
gunnerwentwithNeiltothehospital,buthediedonthe
operatingtablesoonafter.

ShellfragmentswereremovedfromNeil’slegbyanItalian
doctor.Aftertheoperation,heatemacaroniandthen
slept.

GermansoldierswantedtotakeNeiltoaprisoncamp,but
thedoctor,akindlyman,hidNeil.HetaughtNeilsome
Italian,enoughtoscreamoutwithcriesofappendicitisso
maybehecouldpassasItalianiftheGermansshould
showup.Inexchange,NeiltaughtthedoctorEnglish.

Fourdaysafterhiscapture,ItalysurrenderedtotheAllies.
ButNeilhadtoremain40orsomoredaysbeforehewas
recoveredenoughtofindhisoutfit,whichhadmovedfrom
NorthAfricatoItaly.Allthewhile,Germansfoughtthe
advancingAllies,andAmericanbombsdroppednearby.
However,nonelandedonthehospitalwiththeRedCross
paintedonitsroof.Finally,AmericanGIstookthetown.

Neilcaughtarideonahalf-trackthatchasedtheGermans
forawhiletofindouttheirpositions.Theysurvivedfire
from 88s,theheavyGermanartillery,andheeventually
caughtarideonatrucktoanevacuationhospitalbehind
thefront.

Herodeatnight,inthecoldrain,sittingatopemptyfive-
gallongascansusedtofueltanks,butatleasthewasout
oftheactionforatime.

Italy to Tunisia

Back at home,Wilbert MacDonald
receivedthenewsabouthissonGlenn.
GlennhadbeenshotdowninJune,
killedinactionoverGermany.

Notlongafterthat,hewasnotifiedthat
Neil,hisyoungestson,hadbeenshot
downandtakenprisonerinItaly.

“MaybetheshockoflosingGlennwastoomuchforhim.
Butforsomecrazyreason,hedecidedtocomeandlook
forme,”Neilsays.

Wilbert,thenabout58,tookabilletaboardacargoship,
oneofthefamousLibertyShips,aschieffirstofficer.His
shipandothersintheconvoythathadsailedfromNew
YorkanchoredjustoutsideofBizerte,aseaportinTunisia.

OntheeveningofDec.23,1943,Capt.EdwinBergin,a
memberofNeil’s20thBomberSquadron,encountered
ChiefWilbertMacDonald wandering through camps
inquiringabouthissonwhohadbeenmissingsince
August.

BerginpulledstringsandgotwordtoNeil,stillinan
evacuationhospitalinItaly,thathisfatherwaslookingfor
him.

Neilexplainedthesituationtothebasecommanderand
gotapasstoflytoNorthAfricaonthenextplaneout.Neil
found Bergin,and togethertheycruised the harbor,
lookingfortherightship.

Eventhoughtherewasablackout,Berginhadarranged
forasmalllighttobeleftaboardWilbert’sship.

Theyfounditandclimbedaropeladdertothedeck.

Aseamanwassenttogetthechief,whowaseating
dinner.

“Mydadalmostfelloverboardwhenhesawmethereon
thedeck.Wehuggedabit.Criedabit.Wetalkedmostof
thenight.Itfeltgreat,”Neilsays.

Bergin,oversteppingauthority,issuedordersallowingNeil
totaketheLibertyshiphomewithhisfather.Theyshared
acabinonthetriphome.Submarinessankacoupleof
ships,includingtheonenexttotheirs.Minesgotanother.
Theymadeithome.

NeilspentthedurationtrainingothergunnersonaB-29.A
monthbeforehegotoutoftheservice,hemarriedRuth.
They’vebeentogethereversince.Bothretiredfrom the
PacificTelephoneCo.Bothhavesharedintheraisingof
threedaughters,ason,sixgrandchildrenandtwogreat-
grandsons.

Throughtheyears,althoughtheylivedon
oppositecoasts,Neilremainedclosetohisdad
untilWilbertdiedMay12,1072,atage87.

OnSunday,Neilandhiswifewenttosee
“SavingPrivateRyan.”Itwashisthirdtimeina
movietheatersince1943.

“Ihad to see thisone.They were four
brothers.Wewerefourbrothers.Threeofus
cameback,though.”

Hewatchedthemovie.Andalotoftheoldfeelingscame
back.
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91st BGMA Board Meeting Minutes – February 2012
MeetingheldFebruary4,2012viaSkypeandconference
callin.

Inattendance:Jim Shepherd,MickHanou,JodyKelly,
JanetLarocco,GaryHall.ChrisandAmyMurphyjoined
brieflybuthadtodisconnectduetobadSkypeconnection.

Treasurerreport-Jody
• Currentlythereare651membersmadeupof160life,
179full,172associatelife,108associate,19associate
fulland13pressmemberships.

• Thegrouphas$31.953.08infunds.$24,370.17with
WellsFargo,$7,425.63inourPutnam accountand
$157.28onPayPal.

• 2011yearwasabreakeven.Incomingfundswerejust
enoughtocovertheoutgoingfunds.

RaggedIrregular–Gary
• Itcostsapproximately$2,700toprintandsendthe
newslettereachyear.$1,800usedforprinting,$600to
senddomesticbulkmail,$300forforeignpostageand
firstclassdomestic.

• Costshavebeencutinhalfoverthepastfouryears.
Printingcostshavedecreasedduetoadecreasein
membershipandwearereceivingalargediscountfrom
FedExonprinting.

• 69RaggedIrregularsarenowbeingsentviae-mail.

ElectionofOfficersfor2012reunion.
• Secretary/Treasurerremainsopenbutdiscussionwas
madeonacoupleofpossiblecandidates.

2012Reunion.NewOrleans
• Jimworkingonfinaldatesforthereunion.Mickcannot
doMayorlastweekofJunebutwouldlikesummer
monthssokidscanattend.Jim islookingatpossible
dateinmid-SeptembertoavoidAugustheat.

Historian-Janet
• POWdatabaseprojectisalmostcomplete.3,000MACR
reports have been obtained and willbe used to
completethePOWdatabaseproject.

• Arequestwillbeplacedinthenextnewsletterasking
VeteransandfamiliesofVeteranssendinairforce
portraittouseonthewebsite.JimandJanetdiscussion
onrequestingpermissionfrom thefamiliestousethe
photosonthewebsite.

TowerMuseum
• ChrisandAmyhavebeenconcernedaboutthe323rd
memorial.Theyhaverequestedpermissiontomoveit
from itscurrentlocationontheAvenuetoasecure
locationwithinthewirewheretheTowerstands.Chris
andAmyurgeto91stBGMA Boardtograntthem
permissiontomakethismoveastheUKisexperiencing
manytheftsofWWIImemorialsfortheirmetal.Mick
made a motion to grantpermission to move the
memorialandJanetsecondedthemotion.Permissionis
granted.

• “SomewhereinEngland”eventinMay.(seepage9)

PX-Jim
• NeedtofindsomeonenewtohandlethePX.
• Discussionregardingpossiblenewsourcesofincome
forthePXsuchassellingonAmazon.com.

TexasAgentforCorporation
• Discussion on need to find residentofTexas to
representthe91stasregisteredagentfollowingBob
Freidman’sdeath.Jodysaidshewouldmakecontact
withTexasmembers.

• TexasrequiresaCorporationtohaveaRegistered
Agent.TheRegisteredAgentaddressistheaddress
thatwillbeusedbythestateofTexasforanyofficial
legalandtaxcorrespondence.TheRegisteredAgent
addressmustbeaphysical,in-statestreetaddress;
P.O.Boxesarenotacceptable.

Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 Jack S Bowen 401st Age 84
Weimar,TX,June11,2008

JackservedhiscountryintheUnited
StatesAirForceduringWorldWarII
andtheKoreanWar,attainingtherank
ofMasterSergeant.DuringWorldWar
II,HewascapturedbytheGermans
andbecameaPOW.HemarriedLucille
PorteronSeptember21,1945.

Jackissurvivedbytwosons,Jack
(Cris)BowenandRonaldRay(Linda)

Bowen;threedaughters,DeborahJeanBradshaw,Edythe
J.(Douglas)Smith,andRebeccaSueBowen;eleven
grandchildren;eightgreat-grandchildren;andonegreat-
great-grandson.

 C A Theodore Lundberg 323rd Age 94
Jamestown,NY,February23,2012

ReportedbyhissonCarl
C.A.enlistedintheU.S.ArmyAirForce
onOct.1,1941.Heservedfor21/2
yearsinthe323rdSquadronasan
aircraftmechanic and electrician on
B-17 bombers. He was honorably
dischargedonSept.15,1945.

He issurvived byhiswife,Eunice
JacobsonLundberg,whom hemarried

June24,1945;threesons:Carl(Karen)Lundberg,Brian
(Mary) Lundberg, Thomas (Gail) Lundberg; seven
grandchildren;andfivegreat-grandchildren.
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 Burt A Stieler 401st Age 91
Hartland,VT,September22,2011

BorninFrankfurt,Germany,Bertwasa
veteranofWorldWarII,servinginthe
91stBombGroup,8thAirForceand
wasaPOW inStalag17B.Hewasa
proud memberofthe Veterans of
ForeignWars.

Bertwas the husband ofthe late
GertrudeBedardStieler;fatherofPaul

Stieler,andthelateLauraSusanBriere;grandfatherof
four;great-grandfatherofone.

 Andrew W Anderson Jr 322nd Age 88
Northridge,CA,March16,2012

ReportedbyhisdaughterKim
AndyenteredtheAirForceatage17
afterfinishinghighschool.Heflew15
missionsuntilonSeptember5,1944the
planehewaspilotingwasshotdown
overGermany.Heparachutedtosafety
anddidn'tsaymuchaboutthetraumafor
fiftyyearsuntilhepublishedhismemoirs
in hisbest-selling book "One Pilot's
Story".

HeissurvivedbyhiswifeVirginia,daughtersKimandLisa
andfourgrandchildren.

 Vincent A Fonke 401st Age 90
Fayetteville,NC,November16,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeBelle
VincentwasapilotofaB-17during
WWII.Hewasshotdownonhis11th
missionoverLeipzig,Germany,taken
prisonerandheldforalmostayear.In
2007,Col.FonkewasawardedtheDFC
asaresultofthatmission.Hepiloteda
B-36longrangebomberwhileassigned
toSAC duringtheKoreanWar.He
servedthreetoursinVietnam andone

PCSreceivingthebronzestarforheroicaction.

Vincentspent30yearsintheUSAFandretiredin1970.
Afterward,hebecameinvolvedintheSurvival,Evasion,
ResistanceandEscape(SERE)Programwasactiveinthe
SEREProgramuntilhisdeath.

Survivorsarehiswife,Belleof64years;children,David,
Daniel(Victoria),Jerry(Carolina),JoanFonke(Jim)Hurst,
JanetFonkeCampbell,DonnaFonke(Mek)Araghi,and
Steve (Jolena); 17 grandchildren; and 2 great-
grandchildren.Hewasprecededindeathbyhissonand
daughter-in-lawDonaldandhiswifeLindawhowerekilled
inthecrashofanEC-135in1981.

 Millard H “Matt” Rader 323rd Age 81
Columbia,SC,August12,2004

ReportedbyhissonRick
Mattwasadecoratedveteranofthe
United States Army AirCorps and
servedwiththe8thAirCorpsBomber
groupduringWWII.

Heissurvivedbyhischildren,Connie
(Larry) Clark, Carole Carter, Rick
(Jeanette)RaderandwifeLinda;10
grandchildrenand18great-grandchildren.

 Frank M “Buddy” Pungercar 323rd Age 83
Sheboygan,WI,November19,2006

ReportedbyhissonMike
Frank, a radio operator, flew 30
missionswiththe91st,mostofthem
withthe323rd.Heflewasleadradio
operatoronhislast15missions.After
thewarhereturnedtoSheboyganand
worked for over 30 years atthe
EdgewaterPowerPlantontheshoresof
LakeMichigan.

FrankwasprecededindeathbyhisfirstwifeConnie,
secondwifeGertrude,andason,Todd.

Frank'sstoryissharedinabookwrittenhissonMiketitled
"ThePromiseKept".

 Daniel S Abeles 401st Age 97
Buffalo,NY,March10,2012

ReportedbyCharlesWalker
DanielservedintheArmyAirForces
duringWorldWarIIandwasassigned
tothe91stBombGroupofthe401st
Squadron in England.On his 19th
missionasanairplaneradiooperator
andgunner,hewasshotdownover
Germanyandwasheldasprisonerof
warfromApril1944toMay1945,when
hewasliberatedaftera30day,350

milehikethroughtheforestinAustria.

Hiswifeof64years,EstherPolowinAbeles,diedin2010.
Heissurvivedbyadaughter,Patricia,andason,Michael.

 Edward E Hoevet 324th Age 88
Tampa,FL,March20,2012

ReportedbyJulieScott
Edward completed 19 missions with the 91stas a
bombardier.
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Folded Wings:
 George J Cameron Sr 324th Age 90

Edison,NJMarch13,2012
ReportedbyhissonGeorge

GeorgejoinedtheU.S.Armyin1942at
age20.HereceivedtheDistinguished
FlyingCross,theAirMedalwiththree
OakLeafClusters,andtheFAMEwith
threeBronzeStarsforhisserviceasa
ballturretgunnerintheB-17bomber
nicknamed the Pist'l Packin' Mama,
surviving 26 missions over Nazi-
occupiedEurope.Ononemission,the

ballturretwashitbyGermanflak,andhewasexposedto
sub-zeroairtemperatures,danglinginmid-air,withonlya
harnessconnectinghimtohisplane.InSeptember2011,
GeorgereceivedtheNew JerseyDistinguishedService
Medal,thestate'shighesthonor,fromU.S.SenatorRobert
Menendez.

Georgeissurvivedbyhisdearlylovedwifeof69years,
MurielCaroline(Cochrane);hisbelovedchildren,George
Jr., Janet (Hamilton) and Nancy (Sloan); nine
grandchildren;andfourgreat-grandchildren.

 Roy H Fratz 401st Age 91
Atlantis,FL,February22,2012

ReportedbyhissonTom
Royjoined the ArmyAirForce in
October1941.Aftertrainingin the
States he served as a
Crew ChiefonB-17softhe401st
Squadron.He separated from the
service in September 1945 and
reenlistedinSeptember1946.Hewas
stationedatMorrisonfieldwiththe
54th and 514th Weather Recon

Squadron.HeleftforthePacificinJune1947wherehe
wasstationedatNorthFieldonGuam.Whileinthe
PacifichewasinvolvedinB-29weathermissionsand
alsoparticipatedintheatomicbombtestsinOperation
Sandstone.HeretiredfromtheAirForceinAugust1949.

Roywasprecededindeathbyhisbelovedwifeof64
years,LoisEllenWalkden.RoyissurvivedbysonTom
(Nancy)Fratz.

Folded Wings continued on page 14

THERaGGEDIRREGULaRispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfromAFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall
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