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England–KeeneyesofCapt.OscarO’Neill,skipperofInvasion II,peeroutovertheoxygenmaskthathighaltitude
combatforceseverycrewmembertowear.O’Neillisthefirstmantoseeenemyaircraftgetting“cocked”forafrontal

attack.Overtheintercom,throughthesensitivemikearoundhisneckheyellsbacktotherestofthecrew:“Gunnersalert!
Focke-Wulfe190cominginhighat1:30…herewego…”
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President’s Corner Jim Shepherd
Soonitwillbethe70thAnniversaryofthebombingofPearlHarborandthebeginning
ofWorldWarII.Lesstheoneyearafter7December1941,the91stwasassignedto
the8thAirForceandsenttoEngland12September1942.Thiswasthebeginning
historyofthe91stBombGroupandthecourageousyoungmenthatgavetheirlife,
werePOW's,wereinEnglandfor21/2yearsandthebombercrewsthatsurvived
theirassignedduties.

EachtimeIgetachancetotalktooneofourveterans,Iamalsoexcitedtobeintheir
presenceoronthephone.Weshouldalllistentotheirstoriesandlearnoftheir
experiences.After19yearsofinvolvementwiththe91stIhavehadthechancetotalk
tomanyofthem andallhavebeencompletegentlemen.MyonlyregretisthatI,like
others,wishIhadbeeninvolvedsooner.

Planninghasstartedonthe2012Reunionandtheelectionofnew officersforthe
group.WehaveseveralnewFullMemberssincethelastelectionandIfeelconfident
wewillcontinuethe91stBombGroupMemorialAssociationforyearstocome.
Membersshouldtalktotheirchildrenaboutgettinginvolvedandactuallysigningthem
upasfullLifemembers.

Forthefirsttime,theprogram “SKYPE”wasuseforourquarterlyboardmeeting
conferencecall.Skypeisafreecallonthecomputer,sothereisnochargetothe
association.ThoseinattendancewereMickHanou,JodyKelly,ChrisandAmy
Murphyfrom theTowerMuseum andChristianLevaufrefrom Francewhohasbeen
veryhelpful.YoucancontactmeonSkype,bycheckingyourSkypesettingor
sendingmeanemailinadvance,givingmeatimetobeonthecomputer.

Memorial to 1st Lt Thomas Smith unveiled September 3rd
SubmittedbyJeanFrancoisCarbonnet

ThetownofIncarville,Francededicatedamemorialto1stLtThomasSmithofthe
91stBombGroup.SmithwaspilotingFifinella whentheplanewasstruckbyflakover
thetarget.Withtheplaneonfire,Smithremainedinformationforthebombingrun
andthencircledIncarvilleallowingthecrewtobailout.Thememorialstonemarksthe
siteofFifinella’s crashwhichtookSmith’slifeAugust13,1944.
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Veeps Views Mick Hanou
InJuly,IwenttoDuxford,Englandtohelpattheannual
Flying LegendsAirShow.Myfirststopwasatthe
CambridgeMemorialtopaymyrespectsandthenonto
the nearby Bassingbourn Memorial.Atthe Tower
Museum IspokewithChrisMurphyandsaw whata
greatjobboththeMurphysaredoingwiththemuseum
(asmanyofyousawduringtheMayRallyRound).The
airshow was"brilliant"astheysayacrossthepond,
beingthebestWWIIvintageairshowinEurope.

ThegreatvalueofAirShows,besidestheentertainment
ofhundredsofthousandsofpeopleeachyear,isthat
theyaretheonlyopportunitytocomparethesevintage
aircraftintheirnaturalenvironment–FLYING!Toattend
ashow whereonecanseeaflyingB-17andthena
Lancasterandbeabletocomparethesetwobeautiful
machinesisawondertome.ToseethatB-17escorted
bytwoP-51Mustangsinformationbringshistoryalive
67yearslater.IncrediblytherewerethreeME-109s
(Spanishversion)flyingtogetherinformation,andthen
flyingwithgaggleofSpitfires.Beingabletocompare7
Mustangs,aP-38,P-47,8Spitfires,Hurricane,3P-40s,
3109s,Yaks,whiletheyareflying,seetheirdifferent
characteristics,thewaytheyturn,bank,orpeelaway,is
notsomethingastaticmuseumcanconvey.

Theotherwonderfulhistoricalaspectoftheshowwas
thatthere was also a display ofinter-waraircraft,
reflectingthedevelopmentfrom WW1biplanestothe
advancedmachinesofWWII.TheNieuport,Spad,and
Fokkertri-planerepresentedtheGreatWar.Suchvery
raretypesastheDemon,Gladiator,Hind,Fury,and
Nimrod,showedtheadvancesintechnologyinbiplanes
between the wars.Pre-WWIImonoplane technology
was represented by the Hawk, Morrain, P-40B,
Lysander,Spitfire1A,andHurricane–thelattertwo
actualveteransoftheBattleofBritain.

Norisitjustfighters-commercialaircraft,convertedto
militaryuse,suchastheDragonRapide,Ju-52,C-47

Dakota,andUC-43werethereasweresometrainer
types.Navalaircraftincludedpre-war(Nimrod),arare
Swordfishtorpedobomber,2Corsairs,Hellcat,Bearcat,
3SeaFuryand3Skyraiders.Soonewasabletoview
fighters,bombers,transports,and trainersand both
land-basedandcarrier-basedaircraftandcomparethem
astheytooktotheair.

Unfortunately,Sundaywasmarredwhenduringthelast
fly-bysendingtheshow,aSkyraiderclippedthetailofa
P-51Mustang,whichlostcontrolandcrashedinthe
fields.Fortunately,thepilot,RobDavies,bailedoutat
~250feetandwasunhurt.Thiswasquitedisconcerting
andtheflighthomegavemepausetothinkaboutthe
dangersofmyhobby.Thiswasre-enforcedwhen,in
September,aP-51MustanglostcontrolattheRenoair
racesandcrashed,unfortunatelythistimenearcrowd
line(exactlythespotIusuallyworksecurityatshows),
killingthepilotand9spectatorsandinjuringscores
more.Icanonlyemphasizethat,forus,safetyisalways
FIRSTatairshows.In25yearsofmarshaling,running
anairshow,orvolunteeringassecurityatcrowdline,
wealwaysfocusonkeepingpropellersandpeoplefrom
closeencounters.Planecrewmaintaintheseaircraftas
besttheycan,andpilotspracticeendlessly,havetobe
veryqualified toflyformation,and take greatcare.
However,humansbeingwhatweare,accidentsdo
happen,sometimestragicallyunfortunately.

But,in myopinion,thatstillneedsto be balanced
againstthegreatamountofenjoymentandeducation
thatairshowsbringto100,000sofpeoplearoundthe
world.Inthesumofallmyyearsatairshows,therehas
beenfarlessrisktomethanmycurrenttwice-weekly4
hourcommuteonI-5anyweekthispastyear.Ihope
generationstocomecanstillenjoyandlearnfromthese
aircraftandthattheycontinuetobeareminderofthe
sacrifices made generations ago to obtain/maintain
freedomofthoseinEuropeandelsewhere.

DuxfordphotosbyMickHanou



Page 4 THERaGGEDIRREGULaR October 2011

Dear 91st BGMA Friends,
Wearedelightedtohavebeeninvitedtomakeregularcontributionstothe
“RaggedIrregular”newsletterandhappyforthistobethefirstofmany.We
hopetobringyouexcitingnewsandupdatesfromtheTower Museum regularly
inthefuture.

Asour2011seasondrawstoaclose(inOctober)thisistheperfecttimeto
reflectandtellyouabouttheyearwehavehad,whichformepersonallyhasto

beoneofthemostmemorableduringmytime
withtheTower.

Duringthewinterof2010-2011Chris,KenandTomundertooka
numberofrefurbishmentprojectsintheTower,andthroughthe
coldnights,rainandsnow,transformedsomeoftheroomsinside
ourTowerfrom oldanddated,tonew,brightandclean.The
Middle Room and the Cinema Room are now enjoyed and
commentedonbyallourvisitors.

Weopenedourdoorsforthefirstopendayoftheseasononthe
13March,andeachopen daythereafterhasseenanever
increasingandsteadyflowofvisitors,whichisajoytousall.

InMay,aftermanymonthsofhardworkandcross-Atlanticcalls
andemailswithourdearfriendGaryHall,wewelcomed
thefirstvisitfromtheBGMAsince2003-itwaswithouta
doubtavery happy occasion.

Andsoon29May,a10-daytouroftheUKandFrancewithourBombGroupfriends
commenced.TocommemorateandcelebratetheirreturntoBassingbourn,ourartist
friendSteveHarperunveiledhisspeciallycommissionedpainting“Honouring the 91st“.

The 10-day tour consisted of the
rededication of the Prop Memorial at
Bassingbourn, attending the
Memorial Day service at
Maddingley,avisittotheUSAF
BaseatMildenhall,amemorial
serviceatthe91BG memorial
in Royston followed bylunch
withtheTownMayorandavisit
totheOldBullInn(aformer
“haunt”ofBGcrews)beforewe
leftforLondon;itwasfullon!

OurfirsteveninginLondonwasspentenjoyingawonderfulrivercruise
dinneronaprivateboatsailingtheRiverThames–theeveningcouldnot
havebeenmoreperfect.
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AgloriousEnglishsunsetlingeredintheLondonskiesasweallate,drankandrelishedinthecompanyofpeoplewho
havebecomelifelongfriends.

AfterashortstayinLondon,andawarm(butsad)farewelltoourfriendsthe
“MurrayMen”andthebeautiful“Yavis”ladies,thepartyboardedourcoach
andheadedfortheseasidetownofPortsmouthandaferrytotakeustoLe
Harve,France.The adventures started as soon as we arrived (in
Portsmouth)withChristakingsomeofthegrouptoexploretheoldnavy
shipsinportandaboatridearoundtheharbour~oneboatrideisenough
formesoIdeclinedtheinvitationtojointheothers(hahaha)andsadly
don’thaveanyphotosofthattrip(butI’dlovetoseesomeifyouhaveany
you’dliketoshare)!Itwasagloriouslysunnyday,everyonewasingreat
spiritsandweendedtheafternoonwithtraditionalfishandchipsand-what
wasfastbecomingtheeveningritual–inapubhavingadrink!!

Thefollowingmorningweawoke(someofus
slightlygreen)inLeHarve,France.Brian,our
coachdriver,negotiatedtheFrenchroadswith
careandweallarrivedsafelyinthesmalltownof
Paluelforthe unveiling ofthe Cohen Crew
Memorial.Thispartofthetripwasespecially
significantforourfellowtravellerandfriend,Guy
Bechteland hisdaughterKerri,who’s Uncle
(Guy’sbrother)hadperishedinaB17closeto
the site ofthe Memorial.OurFrench hosts
extendedanamazinglywarm welcometousall

andlaidonthemostdeliciouslunchandafternooncanapésbeforeweleftforNormandy.

Thejourneyfrom PalueltoCaenwaslengthy,butassoonasthecoachgotunderway
Chris(theMuseum’sDirectorandCurator,andhistorianontheD-DayBeachesandNormandycampaign)begansharing

hisin-depthknowledgeofplaceswewouldbevisitinginNormandy
andwhathadhappenedthereduringtheSecondWorldWar.The
few daysspentinNormandy,underChris’smeticulouslyplanned
schedule,wereamazing;wevisitedOmahaBeach,UtahBeach
(wheretheUSforceshadcomeashoreonD-Day),Arromanches
(whereremnantsfrom thefamousMulberryHarbourcanstillbe
seen),the Merville Battery,PegasusBridge,Ranville Cemetery
(wheremostoftheBritishParatrooperswhodiedduringthevery
earlyhoursofD-Dayarelaid)andmanyotherplacesofsignificant
andspecialinterest.Weallenjoyedfinefoodandsampledmostof
thehotel’sbarsuppliesduringourshortstayinNormandy.Alltoo
soonourtimeinNormandywasoverandadaytimeferryboughtus
backfromCaentoPortsmouth.

IthinkIcanspeakforall
ofusattheTowerwhenI

saythatwhenthecoachdeliveredourBG friendstotheirhotelinLondon
beforetheirflightbacktotheStates,wehadheavyhearts,andIknow I
especiallyfeltthatIhadmetagroupofstrangers10daysbefore,butwas
sayingfarewelltoanextendedfamilyofpeopleIwillremainintouchwithand
closetoforaverylongtime.Wemissyou!

Again,onbehalfofusallattheTower,Iwouldliketosaywhatapleasureit
wastoworkwithGaryduringthemonthsleadinguptotheBGvisit,andtosay
amassivethankyoutohim tooforallhisefforts,longhoursandlatenightsin
coordinatingtheTour.WelookforwardtoseeingallofourBGfriendsagain
soonandthenextUK-bound“RallyRound”!CheersGary!
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InthepastfewmonthssincetheBGMAvisit,thesmallteam herehavetakenonfullresponsibilityfortheTower,relieving
theMOD [UKMinistryofDefence]oftheirobligations,andarenow embarkingonamajorinternationalfundraising
campaign,toraisethemoneyneededtorestoretheTowertoitsformerwar-timecondition,asfriendssuchasDon
MurrayandMelDartwillremember.

TheControlTowerandMuseum hereatBassingbournstandtestamenttoatimewhenthefateofthefreeworldhungin
thebalance,andstandsasamemorialtohonourthosewhowerepreparedtoputtheirlivesuponthealteroffreedom to
secureourwayoflife.TheMuseum isvisitedbypeoplefrom allovertheworldwhowishtopaytheirrespectstothose
whogavesomuch,andvisitasitewellknownforitswar-timehistory.Tothisend,wehopethatwecangeneratethe
supportwewillneedinthecomingmonthstoraisethemoneyneededtocompletetheprojectandfullyrestoretheTowertoher
formerglory.Ifyouwouldliketohelpandsupportusatthistime,pleasedosoviaemail(towermuseum.121@btinternet.com)

Overthesummermonths,wehavewelcomedanumberofnewmembers,andavolunteermember–Victoria–whowill
beintegraltoourrestorationproject,assheisaqualifiedBuildingSurveyor.

WehavewelcomedbackveteranswhohavemadethevisitbacktoBassingbournandtheUKandsharedwithustheir
memoriesandexperiencesoftheir“first”timehere.InJuly,Istoodontheairfieldwithaveteranwhoshedsilenttearsat
thememoriesbeinghereevokedinhim,andIgavehim ahugandfelthim givetomemoreinthatmomentthanIcould
everpossiblyoffertohiminreturn.

NextmonthwewillbeclosingthedoorsoftheTowertothepublicforthewinter,butbeforedoingsowewillbeattending
atwo-dayshowtospreadthewordabouttheTowerandourplansforthefuture;weeagerlyawaitthearrivalofanother
veterancomingtovisitusandagroupofWWIIvehicleownersandenthusiasts.Andonceourdoorsareclosed,the
behind-the-scenesworkwillreallycommence.........butthat,Ithink,isanotherRIsubmissionalltogether.

Inclosing,theBGvisittotheUKhasstrengthenedthefriendshipandconnectionbetweenourorganisationsandlongmay
thatcontinue.Onceagain,ourthankstotheBGMAofficersforgivingustheopportunityto“speak”withtheBGthrough
oursubmissionstotheRI–welookforwardtokeepingyoupostedandwouldlovetohearfrom anymemberoftheBG
shouldyouwishtogetintouch.

FromaquietcornerofanEnglishairfield,wesendyouourverybestwishes,

ChrisMurphy
MuseumDirector

&Curator

AmyMurphy
CompanySecretary

&Webmaster

KenStapleton
FinancialDirector

VictoriaCarter
Volunteer

TomGill
HonoraryPresident

WrittenforandonbehalfoftheTowerMuseumbyAmyMurphy
(CompanySecretaryoftheTowerMuseum)

B1744-6308Stinky leavingBassingbournonanothermission
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U.S. SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ HONORS WWII VETERAN GEORGE CAMERON
Cameron presented with the NJ Distinguished Service Medal, the highest honor in the state

September 2nd, 2011-Menlo Park, NJ-ArmyAirForce
StaffSgt.GeorgeCameron,whoalmostlosthislifeas
aB-17BallTurretGunnerduringoneof25missions
overGermanyduringWorldWarII,waspresentedwith
theNew JerseyDistinguishedServiceMedalbyU.S.
SenatorRobertMenendez.Themedalisthehighest
militaryhonorawardedbytheStateofNewJersey.Mr.
Cameron,anativeofJerseyCity,wasjoinedatthe
ceremonybyhiswifeof69years,MurielCameron,as
well as their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.AlsoattheeventwastheBoyScoutsof
Americatroop#110,whoprovidedthecolorguardfor
theservice.

Senator Robert Menendez (left) pins the New Jersey
Distinguished Service Medalon Army AirForce StaffSgt.
GeorgeCameronforhisheroismduringWWII.Themedal,which
isthehighesthonorthestatecanbestowuponamemberofthe
military,waspresentedtoMr.CameronataCeremonyatthe
New JerseyVeteransMemorialHomeinMenloPark,NJon
September2,2011.

"I’m heretohonoronefrom ourgreatestgenerationfor
allthathehasdoneforhiscountry,"saidSenator
Menendez."Wemustn’tonly[honor]ourveteransata
MemorialDayceremony,whichweshould,butevery
daytoensurethatweprovidethehealthcareandthe
benefitsthatourmenandwomenearnedthroughtheir
service.MyofficeworkscloselywiththeG.I.GoFund,
who are among NJ's strongestadvocates forour
nationsveterans,andweareallproudtoworktogether
tomakedayslikethisasuccess."

"ItmeantalottometohearSenatorMenendez's
words;itwasbeautiful,”saidMr.Cameron.“Itwas
especiallygreatto receive ithere atthe memorial
home.Thishomedoesgreatwork,takingcareofme
whenIneededitmost,andtreatingmeandallofmen
andwomenwhostayherewithrespectandhonor.And

IwassurprisedwhenIwasreceivingthisawardtosee
so many veterans in the audience from so many
Americanwars,whichtrulytouchedme.IfeltlikeIwas
receivingthisawardonbehalfofmyentirePist’l Packin’
Crew and allthose who have served this great
country."

Staff Sgt.Cameron was assigned to the 324th
BombardmentSquadronofthe91stBombGroup(H)
whichwasanaircombatunitoftheUnitedStatesArmy
AirForcesduringtheSecondWorldWar.Classifiedas
aheavybombardmentgroup,the91stoperatedB-17
FlyingFortressaircraftandwasknownunofficiallyas
"TheRaggedIrregulars.”The91stBombGroupismost
notedastheunitinwhichthebomberMemphis Belle
flew,andforhavingsufferedthegreatestnumberof
lossesofanyheavybombgroupinWorldWarII.The
91stBombGroupconducted340bombingmissions
withtheEighthAirForceoverEurope,operatingoutof
Bassingbourn,England.

Cameronwas19yearsoldwhenhewastheballturret
gunneroftheBoeingB-17FlyingFortressnicknamed
The Pist’l Packin’ Mama. FlyingoverGermanyand
underheavyanti-aircraftfire,GeorgeCameronfound
himselfdangling in mid-air with only a harness
protectinghim from certaindeath.Theaircraftsuffered
heavydamage;firetothenoseandrightwingand
damagetotheleftwing,butCameronandthecrew
wereabletolandsafely.

(Fromtop-righttocenter)NJVeteransMemorialHomeCEO
JosephBrandspiegle,G.I.GoFundDeputyDirectorAlexander
Manis,G.I.GoFundExecutiveDirectorJackFanous,and
SenatorRobertMenendezstandwiththefamilyofArmyAir
ForceStaffSgt.GeorgeCameronafterhewasawardedtheNJ
DistinguishedServiceMedal,thestate’shighestmilitaryhonor,
forhisheroismduringWWII.
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We Were Soldiers Once and Young
ByPerryGiles.OriginallyprintedintheEllisCountyPressandWaxahachieDailyLight.SubmittedbyChuckDart.AuthorPerryGilesis
raisingfundsforaWWIImemorialinEnnis,Texas.Todonate,pleasecontactPerrybyemail:pdgiles@ectisp.net

We stand on the backs of their sacrifice. Their history is
our tradition, as long as there are Americans to
remember...

MynameisHarryO.Green.Igrew
uponasmallfarm afewmilessouth
ofZephyr,Texas.Myparents,Robert
andBeulah,raisedthreesonsonthat
dry-landrockyfarm.TherewasBert
theoldest,JoeRaytheyoungest,and
myselfinthemiddle.

We raised cotton,corn,oats,and
wheatwheneverwehadenoughrain.
Otherwisewedependedonourcattle,
chickens,andlargevegetablegarden
togetthroughthetoughtimes.We
didn’t have money, but I don’t
remembergoingwithout.

EachdaymybrothersandIwalked
two miles to the Beard Hill
Schoolhouse. There were two
teachers there,and Ivery much
enjoyedgoingtoschool.Myfavoritepastimeswere
alwaysreadingandstudying.MybrotherssaidthatI
wasthediligentthinkerofthefamily.

AftergraduatinghighschoolatZephyr,Iwentonto
collegeinBrownwoodwhereIworkedapart-timejobat
the localsoda fountain.MostlyIcleaned up,sold
candy,andservedasthesodajerk.Ajobisajob,Iwas
proudtohaveitanditputmethroughcollege.

Aftergraduating from Howard Payne University,I
movedtoForrestontotakeateachingjobatthehigh
school.Thereweren’tmanyjobsavailablethenandthe
teaching position suited me just fine. I taught
mathematicsandscience,andmademanynewfriends
intheForrestonarea.

TherewasthisonegirlintheareathatIreallyliked.
Maybethingswillworkoutforussomeday.Timewill
tell,noneedtorush...AndIreallylikedmynew job.
Lifewasgoodthere.

ButafterthebigshockonDecember7th,1941,Ijust
didn’tfeelrightteachinganymore.ItrulyfeltasthoughI
neededtodomypartforthecountry.SoIresignedmy
jobduringtheChristmasbreak,saidmyfarewellstothe
goodpeopleinForrestonandvolunteeredfortheArmy
AirCorps.

ItookmytrainingatRandolphFieldinSanAntonio,
andwascommissioneda2ndLieutenant,withapay
scale of$1800 a year.Iwasassigned to a B-17
bombergroupandsenttoGowenAirFieldatBoise,

Idahoformoretraining.Ireallyenjoyedtheflying;there
wasjustsomethinginsidemethatwantedtoreachfor
theskies.

On 24 August1942 we received
orderstodeployoverseas.Weflew
ourplanes in pairs,making many
stopsonourwaytoDow ArmyAir
ForceBaseinMaine.Wegotallsetto
cross the North Atlantic flying in
squadronsandinlateSeptember,we
flew from Maine to Gandor,
Newfoundland.Fromtherewetookoff
on the North Ferry Route flying
nonstoptoScotland.

Aswe approached the Irish coast,
therewasaheavyfogandoneofthe
planesinoursquadroncrashedontoa
hillside.FinallyarrivingatPrestwick,
Scotland,wesettleddownforafew
days rest.Ithad been quite an
adventure crossing the Atlantic,
soberingandcostly,aswefoundout

thateightcrewmembersandaflightsurgeonhadbeen
killedinthatcrash.

OnOctoberthe6thweflewsouthtoanewairfield,RAF
Kimbolton,atHuntingdonshire,England.Itwas a
wartimeconstructionandwasdefinitelynotaClassA
airfield.Afteraboutthreedaysofpracticemissions,it
wasdeterminedthattheserunwayswerenotsuitable
forourheavy bombers.Ourcommanding officer,
ColonelWray,decidedtomoveourgrouptoabetter
airfield in Bassingbourn,which was a few miles
northeastofLondon.Hedidthiswithoutpermissionand
itmadehimtrulypopularwiththemen.

BassingbournwasanoldRoyalAirForcebasethatthe
RAFhadvacatedandmadeavailableforus.Ithad
permanentbuildingsandwasanicebase,allthings
considered.We were surrounded on allsides by
countryfarms,whichtheyfarmedrightuptotheedge
ofthe runways.We were now setup atourfirst
assignment.ItwasOctober11,1942.

Sometimeswewerebombedatnight.Wewatchedthe
Germanscomeoverontheirbombingruns.Wecould
seetheanti-aircraftsearchlightsfixonaGermanplane
andtheanti-aircraftbatterieswouldblastaway.But
theyrarelyhitanything.

Iwaswiththe401stBomberSquadronofthe91st
BomberGroup,partofthe8thAirForce.The“Mighty
8thAirForce”,aswecalledit.Theypromotedmeto1st
Lieutenantwithapayscaleof$2000ayear.
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Weflewinbombernumber41-24447.Thenameofour
plane was the “Kickapoo”.Ourpilotwas Captain
JohnnySwainfrom Colorado.TherewasRalstonthe
navigator,Cassiusthebombardier,Wallytheengineer
andtopturretgunner,Everetttheradiooperator,Artie
the ballturretgunner,Bobbyand Gregg thewaist
gunners,Herbiethetailgunner,andmyselftheco-pilot.

WewereoneofthefirstfourgroupsofB-17ssentto
England and one ofourjobs was to help create
doctrineandtacticsaswepioneeredtheconceptof
strategic bombing by daylight,something thatthe
Britishsaidcouldn’tbedone.

WebegancombatoperationsinNovemberof1942,
andweexperimentedwithavarietyofflyingformations
thatwouldgiveusthemaximum protectionagainstthe
enemy fighters. For the first few months we
concentratedontheGermanU-boatpensinFrench
ports,and then the U-boatconstruction yards in
Germany.

Onanydaytherewasamission;thosecrewsthatwere
flyingthatdaywereroustedfrom sleepatabout3:00
a.m.Wewouldgotothemesshallforbreakfast,but
nervousstomachsinterferedwithmanyanappetite.
Aftersome coffee and toast,we reported to the
squadronoperationsofficetodressinourflightsuits.

From there,wewouldgothegroupbriefingtogetthe
mission overview.Afterthat,there were individual
briefingsforpilots,navigators,bombardiers,gunners,
andradiomen.Thenfinallyweweretruckedfrom the
barracksareatoourairplanes.Thetensionwasheavy
onus,butnobodywantedtoshowit.

Itwasearlyinthewar,andoncewecrossedoverthe
Channel,wehadnofighterprotection.Whenthose
Germanfighterplanesspottedus,theywouldturnand
barrelrollrightthroughourformation,blastingawayat
uswitheachpass.

Usuallytheycameatusfrom thefrontandwewould
callthem outforourgunners.Butasstrangeasit
soundsformetosay,watchingthoseGermanfighters
inactionwasathingofbeauty.ThoseJerry’swerevery
braveandtheywereverygood.

Amissionmighthaveaflighttimerangingfrom sixto
twelvehours.Thenoise,thefatigue,thecold,andthe
terrorofaerialcombat,itallmounteduponus.The
strainwasjusttremendousanditsappedmoreoutof
methanIrealized.

Wewereinalotofroughfightinginthoseearlydaysof
thewar.Manyofourplanescamebackshreddedwith
bulletholesandflakdamage;fullofwoundedanddead
crewmembers,menwithfrostbite,menwithalegblown
off,menwithsteelsplintersallintheirface.Justabout
everymedicalhorroryoucanimagine,someofitworse
thanIcaretodescribe.

Afterthesemissions,Ifoundmyselftobeabitwobbly-
kneedwhenIfirststeppedbackonsolidearth.The
urgewastheretogetdownandkisstheground,butI
abstainedfrom doingsuchathinginfrontofthemen.
Bythispointinmywar,Ijustknewthateverymission
flownwasonestepclosertohome.

Our91stBomb Group was dubbed “The Ragged
Irregulars”becausewewereoftenshotupsobadly,
manytimeswecouldnotputafullgroupintocombat.
Oftentimes,wehadtofillinwithotherunitstomakeup
a fullbombing formation.Ourground crews were
constantly patching holes, replacing propellers,
replacingengines,tailsectionsandwings,manytimes
workingtirelesslyaroundtheclock.Wewouldhave
nevermadeitintotheairwithoutthoseguys.

Manydayswerespentflyingpracticemissionsand
goingtogroundschooltrainingclasses.Thegunners
spentalotoftimeoutatthegunneryrangeshooting
skeet.And itwasn’tatallunusualto gettotally
preparedforamissionandhaveitcancelledonusjust
beforetakeoff.Thatwassomethingthatreallyhurtthe
moraleofthemen.

Whenwehadaliberty,Cambridgewasoneofour
favoriteplacestogo.Manyoftheofficersandmen
made friends with the families there,and looked
forwardfrom weektoweekfortheirdayoffwhenthey
wereabletorideovertoCambridgeandescapethis
wartoenjoyalittlecivilianleisure.

February16thwasatypicalmissionforus.Ourtarget
was the U-boatbase atSt.Nazaire,France.Our
combatwingput51bombersoverthetargetthatday
andweallcarriedfive1000-poundbombs.Ouraltitude
attargetwas24,000feet.Therewasintenseflakover
the target,butourbomb pattern was good and
concentrated,withmanybombshittingontarget.

Afterthe bomb run,atleastfifty enemy fighters
attackedus,likehungrydogsonprey.Ourgunners
workedfuriouslytokeepthemoffofus,firingburstafter
burst.Therewassomuchfiringandbrassshellcasings
flyingaroundinsidetheplanethatyoucouldn’thear.
Theyattackedusatallanglesandpressedhometheir
attacks,flyingthroughourformationagainandagain.I
lookedoneGermanpilotrightinthefaceashepassed
justbyourcockpit,andItellyouhehadblueeyes.

Ourcombatwingshotdownsixenemyfightersthat
day,butalsolostsixofourfortresses.Thatwas60of
ourboyslostonthisonemission.Mygroupmadeit
backunscathed,weweretheluckyonestoday...That
wasmissionNo.16forme.

Alltheguystriedtheirbesttoputonabravefront.
Nobodywantedtobetheonetoletdownthecrew.
Everyonewantstodotheirpart,buteverytimewetook
offonamission,weknew thescore.Onjustabout
everymissionsomeofourplanesdidn’tmakeitback.
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Truthfully,ourchancesofsurvivingtwenty-fivemissions
seemedhopeless,butwejustdidthebestwecould.
SometimesIwonderedifthefolksbackhomeknew
whatweweregoingthrough.

Itwasjustsickeningtowatchyourbuddiesshotdown,
oneafteranother.Atnightinthebarracks,itwashard
enoughtosleepwithalltheworriesandstress.Iwould
layawakeandlistentothenightmaresoftheother
airmen.Some would scream out,and brave men
sometimes cried in theirsleep...Justnine more
missionsandI’mdonewiththis.

OnThursdaythe25th,wegotupearlyandmadeall
preparationsforamissiontoattackthemarshaling
yardsatAbbeville,buttheplanwaschangedatthelast
minute.Now,weweretobombacommerceraiderthat
hadbeenspottedatDunkirk.Thisdelayedourtake-off
timebyhours,asourordinancehadtobeunloading
andchangedoutfordifferentsizebombs.Plusallof
ourbriefingsandmissionplanshadtobeundoneand
startedoveragainfromscratch.

Finallyafterallthisexertion,we proceeded to our
aircraft,started the enginesand warmed them up,
readytotaxitotheendoftherunway,andthenthe
ordercamedownthattheentiremissionwascancelled.
Thiswouldhavebeenamilkrunforus,andafterall
this,wewerecancelled.Nomissiontodayafterbeing
allkeyedupandfocusedforone.Ourdisappointment
wasverykeen,andneedlesstosay,thegroundschool
classesreceivedverylittleattentionfortherestofthe
day.Suchwasthewayourdayswent...Weweretotally
frustratedandupset.

Latethatafternoonweallgatheredtogetherinthe
gymnasium foraspecialmemorialservice.ACatholic
chaplainledit,andtherewasahugeoverflowcrowdon
hand,over700presentIfigured.Theservice,which
began at1730 hours,was in memory ofallour
personnelofthegroupthathadbeenkilledorwhowere
missinginaction...Weneededthat.Ithelpedmealot.I
thinkithelpedusall.

Thenextmorning,theywokeusat0230foranother
mission.Aftera veryquickbreakfastthere was a
briefingat0315hours.Today’stargetwasthenaval
construction yards at Bremen, with the port of
Wilhelmshavenasthealternatetarget.Ourbombload
wasten500-poundersandweweretobombtodayat
25,000feet.Wewereatourstationsby0730readyto
go.Itwascoldandbreezy.Wetaxiedtotheendofthe
runwayandwaitedfortheflairsignal,andthenwewere
rollingandairborneby0800hours.Theweatherwas
clear,the crew was in good spirits,and from all
indicationsitwouldbearoutinemission...Itwasthe
26thofFebruary.Thiswouldbemy17th.

FlyingeasttowardGermanyovertheNorthSea,the
leadnavigatorhadmiscalculatedthewindspeed,and
thestrongwindsblewusoffcourse.Ourgrouppassed
rightovertheGermananti-aircraftpositionsonthe
FrisianIslands.Severalaircrafttookflakdamagefrom
thismistake,onefortresshadtoturnback,butwe
continued on.As we approached Bremen,itwas
decidedtoaborttheprimarytargetduetotheweather,
and we turned north toward the navalyards at
Wilhelmshaven.

Asweapproachedthetarget,nervestensedup,you
couldseetheflakexplodinginblackpuffsjustahead,
butweflew rightstraightintoit.Theplanejoltedand
bouncedabout,butweflewon,followingourleaderas
bestwecould...JusteightmoreandI’mdonewiththis.

Ourbombrunwasfairlygoodwithaheavypatternon
theReichdocksandU-boatlairs.After“BombsAway”
therewasasenseofrelief,butourworkwasnotover,
nowwewereflyingforourselves.Theflakwasrather
intensebutnothingwehadn’tlivedthroughbefore.But
onceclearoftheflak,wewerehoundedbysixtwin-
engineJU88’sandabouttwenty-fourFW190fighters.
TheyfollowedusoutovertheNorthSeaandthechase
wason.

WegaveitfullthrottleandturnedforEngland.Our
gunnerswerefiringaway,shortburstaftershortburst,
lotsoffranticchatterontheintercom,andthenIheard
it...Gunfire tearing through ourwing!Ishouted to
Johnny,“OurNo.4engineisonfire!Theflapsareall
shotup!Wearelosingfuelandlosingitfast!”

Itwasverycleartousthatweweren’tgoingtomakeit
backtoEngland.Soweturnedtheplanebackandtried
tomakearunforsomedryland,anyland.Iturned
aroundandtookonelastlookatourgroupastheyflew
awayfromusoverthesea.

ItwasaFriday,andIwas23yearsold.

Theyneverfoundus.MynameisontheTabletsofthe
Missing atthe American Cemetery in Cambridge,
England.

WewereAirmenonce,andyoung...Rememberus,all
tenofus.

*On several missions flown by the crew of the
“Kickapoo”, including their last mission, they were
accompanied in wing formation by the 324th Bomb
Squadron and the crew of Captain Robert K. Morgan
flying in the “Memphis Belle”. Just a couple of months
after Lt. Harry Green and crew were lost; the “Memphis
Belle” completed its 25th mission on May 17, 1943 and
returned to the states to a triumphant welcome.
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323rdveteranChuckCorsonwithNine-O-Nine inCapeMay,NJ.
ChuckflewtheoriginalNine-O-Nine onMarch28,1945.

Wings of Freedom Tour
TheCollingsFoundationiswrappinguptheir2011tour.
Forinformation,call978-562-9182orvisitthem onthe
webatwww.collingsfoundation.org.

10/17–10/19 WhitePlains,NY
WestchesterCountyAirport

10/19–10/21 CapeMay,NJ
CapeMayCountyAirport

10/21–10/24 Belmar,NJ
MonmouthExecutiveAirport

91st BGMA Donations
VerneandOnieWoods 500
Chevron 250

DonationmatchforMickHanou
Roberta&EdTeitelbaum 20

InmemoryofArmandoSinibaldo

OursymbolstandingguardattheFortSnellingNational
Cemetery in Minneapolis.Photo by Frank Glick as it
appearedintheMinneapolisStarTribune2011.

Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 Chester P Lawless 323rd Age 69
Picayune,MS,January24,1993

ReportedbyhisdaughterLinda
A nativeofBirmingham,AL,Chester
servedwiththe91stBombGroupasa
gunnerand assistantradio operator.
His crew was shot down near
Rotterdam,HollandonJuly30,1943.

He is survived by his wife Sue;
daughter Linda Malone; and one
grandson.

 Jack S Gaffney 401st Age 92
PalmDesert,CA,July17,2011

ReportedbyhissonJeff
Jackwasborn October16,1918 in
EastAurora,NY,Earlyinhislife,his
familymoved to Southern California.
HeenlistedintheArmyAirCorpsin
1941andbecameaCrewChiefinthe
91stBombGroup.Reachingtherankof
MasterSergeant,Jackwasawarded
theBronzeStar,andgainednotoriety
as a “Nose Artist”who painted the

B-17’swithuniqueartwork.A true“RenaissanceMan”,
Jackwasalsoanartistandanentertainer.Hesangand
dancedprofessionallyduringVaudevilleandduringArmy
AirCorpsentertainingthe91stin“RedHotandBlue”.
Afterthewarhecontinuedhisartworkinwatercolorand
hisspecialty,scratchboardart,adifficultanddemanding
medium.Jackalsowroteanumberofcontributionsforthe
91stwebpageandwasveryactivememberwhowillbe
missed.

Jackissurvivedbyhistwosonsandtheirwives,Dr.Jeff
GaffneyandDr.NancyMarleyandJonGaffneyandDr.
DianneGaffney.Heisalsosurvivedbyfivegrandchildren
andsixgreatgrandchildren.

 Olon K Leathers 323rd Age 95
Tucson,AZ,August8,2011

ReportedbyhisgrandsonKevin
Olonproudlyserved30yearsinthe
ArmyAirCorpandtheUnitedStates
AirForce.HewasaveteranofWorld
WarII,KoreanWarandVietnam.

Olon waspreceded in death byhis
wife,Donelda(Biddle)Leathersandhis
son,WilliamOlonBrady.Heissurvived
byhisdaughter-in-law,KatherineBrady;
stepdaughter, Victoria Pangotacos;

threegrandchildren,LoriKuhns,CynthiaPetersonand
KevinBradyandthreegreat-grandchildren.

http://www.collingsfoundation.org.
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Folded Wings:
 Charles S Hudson 401st Age 95

Niles,MI,August,20,2011
ReportedbyhissonSteve

Lt.Col.CharlesS.Hudson,(Ret.),born
onSept4,1915,inTaft,CA,passed
away two weeks shortofhis 96th
birthday.

Charlie flew 37 missions during two
toursinWWIIand became themost
highly decorated bombardier in the
European Theater. He earned 17

medals,including the Distinguished Service Cross;the
DistinguishedFlyingCrosswiththreeOakLeafClusters;
andtheAirMedalwithtwoclusters.Heretiredwiththe
rankoflieutenantcolonelunheardofforabombardier.His
experiencesarewelldocumentedinthebookhewrote
called“CombatHeWrote”.

HewasprecededindeathbyhiswifeMary(Sims)Hudson,
andhissonTerryHudson.Heissurvivedbyhisson
Stephen(NoreenTripp)Hudson,daughter-in-lawSherry
Hudson,6grandchildrenand10great-grandchildren.

 Paul D Jessop 322nd Age 90
IndianHarbourBeach,FL,September5,2011

ReportedbycrewmemberLarryO’Neill
ColonelPaulD.Jessop,(Ret.),served
hiscountryformorethan30yearsinthe
UnitedStatesAirForce.Paulwasborn
onFebruary25,1921inCastlewood,
PA.Heenteredtheservicein1942and
retiredin1973.HeservedinEngland
duringWorldWarII,Japanduringthe
KoreanConflictandtheVietnam War.

Hewasadecoratedpilotandcommunicationsexpert.Paul
marriedMaryJoBrysononNovember7,1946.MaryJo
passedawayinJulyof2000.

ColonelJessopissurvivedbyhislovingchildren:Michelle
(Jim)Morrow;andMichael(Maria)Jessop.He isalso
survivedbyhisbelovedsisters:NaomiMcCoyandEleanor
(William)Orr.Paulhastwowonderfulgrandchildrenand
onegreat-grandchild.

Folded Wings continued on page 11

THERaGGEDIRREGULaRispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfromAFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall

RaggedIrregular
1054SunriseDrive
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