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2011 Rally Round UK and France

RallyRoundparticipantsposeduringaThamesRiverboattourofLondon.

AsI’mpreparingthisissueofTheRaggedIrregular,I
realizetwothings.Thefirstisthisissueisbecomingthe
August,notJuly,issueandthesecondisthattwo
monthshavepassedsinceourgroupmetintheUK!A
reminderofhowquicklytimepasses.

OurgroupofthirtysevenmetinLondonandhadavery
specialtwo weeks.We were treated as VIPs
everywherewewent,butespeciallyatBassingbourn,
Royston,WimpoleHall,Duxford,RAFMildenhalland

Paluel.Arespectfultributetoyouandallthepersons
whofoughttoprotectEnglandandliberateFrance
duringtheNazioppression.

Manyofyouexpressedadesiretoattend,butrealizeda
tripacrossthepondmaybetoophysicallytaxing.We
aresorryyouwerenotabletojoinus,butwehopeto
shareourexperienceswithyouthroughthisnewsletter.I
apologizeformytardiness,buthopefullyyouwillfindit
worththewait!
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President’s Corner Jim Shepherd
TheRallyRoundtoEnglandwasatremendoussuccess.GaryHallwastheorganizer
andheenlistedChrisandAmyMurphy,fromtheTowerMuseumatBassingbourn,to
setupthebuses,hotels,andthecompletetour.WestartedatthePropMemorialwith
thelayingofawreathbyourveteransonthetour,MelDart,DonMurrayandour
specialveteranGuyBechtel.Guylostabrotherwhowasinthe91stin1943andGary
Hallarrangedhistravelwithus.Thememoriallooksgreat,withthenewceramic
squadrontilesthatshouldoutlastallofus.WithChris'precision,wewereofftolunchin
theofficersmessandthentotheTowerMuseum.

TothosewhohavenotbeentotheTowerlately,therehasbeenafabulousupgrading,
withmoretocome.TomGil,whospokeattheDaytonReunion,hasbeenhelpingChris
duringtheupgradingandwehopetohavemorecommunicationwiththeTower
MuseumandpublishthisintheRagged Irregular.ChrisMurphyhasbeeninvitedto
attendourofficer’squarterlymeeting,viaSKYPEandthisisjustastart.Wewereup
earlyandChrishadusonthebusforMadingleyMemorialCeremonyforMemorialDay
30May2011.VinceHemmings,thepersonassignedtolaythewreath,wassickand
couldnotattend.DonMurrayandMelDartwereassignedthedutiestolaytwowreaths;
oneforthe91stBGMAandoneforthe401stSquadrondonatedbyPaulLimm.This
wasaveryemotionalceremonywiththemorethen100UnitedStatedAirForce
Personnelhandingthewreathstothewreathlayers,the21GunSalute,thefly-overof
aKC-135,aC130and2F-15'sandthehundredsinattendanceintotalsilence.

WewerethenofftoRoyston,asChrisandAmyhadarrangedalunchwiththeMayor
andhisstaff.Itwasaverywarmwelcomeandsomeinthegroupdidn'trealizethatthe
peopleofRoystonhadnotforgottentheeffortsoftheAmericanservicemenwhocame
toEnglandandhelpedthemretaintheirfreedom.Amemorialceremonywasheldatthe
memorialtothe91stBombGroupandthismemorialislistedonthewebpage.

Thenextmorning,itwasofftoLondonandawonderfuldinnercruiseontheThames
River,justasthesunwassetting.ThenextmorningitwasoffforatourofLondon.3
JunewewereofftoCaen,France.WetraveledtoPortsmouthandtouredthearea.In
theevening,weboardaferryandwereassignedroomsforthenight.Wemustadmit
thatthiswasafunexperience,wakingupasweenteredtheharborofLeHavre,
France.Again,weareoffonanotheradventuretoPaluel,France.TheMayor,Bernard
Piednoel,hadinvitedthe91stBGMAandGuyBechteltothetowntodedicateanew
memorialtotheJohnA.CoenCrew,B-1742-29537,thatcrashednearthetown28
March1943.Mr.Piednoelwas10yearsoldwhenhesawthecrashandneverforgot
thetragedy.Allcrewmenwerekilled.Thetownsuppliedlunchwhenwearrived,with
manychoicesofdrink.Thedrivetothememorialwasuneventfuluntilwearrivedand
sawperhapsthewholetownwaitingforus.Thememorialislocatedinabeautifulplace
onthebeachandwillsoonbelistedonthewebpage.Thisisthelargestmemorial
plaqueweareawareofthatisdedicatedtothe91stBG.Invitedbacktotheir
community,wearrivedtofindmanyinhabitantsofthetowninattendance.Atoastwas
madeandtheyhadmanywonderfulsnacks.Oneofthepersonsfromthetownwas
DanielLefebvre,whohasbeenincontactwithusforseveralyearsontheinternet.Also
inattendancewasAlainCharles,whoattendedourlastreunion.

June5th&6thwevisitedtheNormandycoastandChrisgaveusacompletehistory
lessonoftheD-DayInvasion.Heislikeanencyclopediawithallofhisknowledgeof
events.IwouldsuggestthateveryonevisittheNormandyareaon6Juneanyyearand
takeChriswithyou.Youwouldn'tbelievetheactivitythattakesplacethereandthe
respectgiventotheAmericansthathelpedfreetheircounty.
.
ThegroupthatattendedtheRallyRoundwasincrediblywonderfulinallrespects.A
proudgrouphonoringthemenofthe91stBombGroup.
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PleasesendFoldedWings
informationtoJodyKelly.
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www.bombsqd323rd.com

http://www.91stbombgroup.com
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Veeps Views Mick Hanou
The coming ofspring heralds airshow season,my
opportunitytoseeveteranfriendsandvolunteeratairshows.
FirstwastheChinoshow,whichhadnumerousWWIInaval
aircraftparticipatinginsomebeautifuldisplays.(Itookaflight
inaTBMAvenger).Itisoneofthebestshowsintheworld
andhasalargeattendance,manywhoseeour91stBG
displaywhichisinaprominentplaceatthemuseum.Weare
movingforwardwiththedisplaycabinets;andthebignewsis
thatwehaveretrievedmuchofJoeHarlick’sphotoand
scrapbooksforthedisplay.

MyjobmovedtoBakersfieldandsotheCollingsFoundation
askedmetohostanewstop.ThedayafterIreturnedfrom
workingattheChinoshow,IwatchedtheB-17lumberingin
foralandingatMeadowsFieldAirport.Ihadanumberof
veteransinattendanceandheardsomemoreexperiences.
Hats-offtoallofyou.Therewasanunexpectedinterviewon
TVwhereIwasabletomentionthe91stBGquiteabitand
thoseontheRingmayhaveseen.Mytwo-hourflight(as
crew)on909 wasanewexperiencebecauseoftheunusual
amountsofrainandstormsthatCaliforniahasgottenthis
year.Weflewtuckedbelowthecloudbaseandabovethe
terrain.TheLivermorestop,whichIhaveorganizedforthe
past19years,wasagainexceptionalwithmanyattendees.
909 andthe91stgetalotofpublicityandexposure.Wehave
longlinesalldaylongbutalsohaveanumberofveteransto
passthetimesharingtheirstorieswiththecrowd.Mynext
flightwasashorthopfromLivermoretoStockton.Imention
onemoreflight–intheB-24fromVacavilletoKlamathFalls
fortwohoursoverspectacularscenery.Itwasveryspecial
becauseIhadachancetorideintheballturretforthefirst
time.

TheLiberty Belle afterasuccessfuloffairportlandinginamuddyfield
duetoanenginefire.Unfortunatelythemudpreventedfirecrews
accesstothebomberwhich wasdestroyed asthefirespread
throughouttheplane.Photo Liberty Foundation

Bythetimeyoureadthis,IwillbeinDuxford,Englandfor
theirshow–anotherofthebestintheworld.Weanticipatea
largeturnoutofa/cthisyear.Sally B willbethere,sothatwill

bemythirdB-17oftheyear.Sadly,Liberty Belle
(whichIsawinApril)hadaforced,butcapably
controlledlandingduetoasmallenginefire.
Everyonewasabletoevacuatesafely,butthe
fireproceededtoengulfandtotallydestroythis
beautifulB-17becausethefireenginescouldn’t
gettoitinthefield.Fullstoryontheweb:
www.libertyfoundation.org.

WhileinEnglandIwillofcoursepaymyrespects
atthe91stMemorialandvisittheTower.Lastly,I
haverecentlymadecontactwiththepresidentof
the355thFG (SteepleMorden)andwillbe
lookingatfillinginsomemorehistoryofthe91st
ifpossible.

91st BGMA Donations

USBank 4,250.00
DonationmatchforGaryHall
andRochelleTreziok

MickHanou 250.00
Tohonormygoodfriends
BobDicksonandJoeHarlick

DanLinn 250.00

SharonWhite 250.00

InhonorofPaulLimm

CharlesEgender 100.00

PaulJessop 100.00

PaulRZimmerman 100.00

InmemoryofPaulLZimmerman

PaulKahl 78.08

MrsEllenTotusek 50.00

InmemoryofJoeA.Totusek

ElizabethBusa 30.00

InmemoryofCharlieBusa

MichaelMcCabe 30.00

KennethGeisinger 25.00

MauriceMarkway 25.00

DavidSpratt 12.00

NevinFritch 10.00

BonnieSelje 10.00

http://www.libertyfoundation.org.
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RayDarlingandAceJohnsonwiththeNine-O-Nine replicaata
recenttourstop.Photo Loraine Darling

Wings of Freedom Tour
RelivehistorywithatourorflightexperienceonCollings
Foundation’sB-17,B-24orP-51whentheylandatan
airportnearyou!Formoreinformation,visitthemonthe
webatwww.collingsfoundation.orgorcall978-562-9182.

8/26–8/29 WhitePlains,NY
WestchesterCountyAirport

8/31–9/2 CapeMay,NJ
CapeMayCountyAirport

9/2–9/5 Belmar,NJ
MonmouthExecutiveAirport

9/6-9/9 Bridgeport,CT
IgorISikorskyMemorialAirport

9/9-9/12 Oxford,CT
Waterbury-OxfordAirport

9/12-9/14 NewBedford,MA
NewBedfordRegionalAirport

9/14-9/16 Plymouth,MA
PlymouthMunicipal

9/16-9/19 Beverly,MA
BeverlyMunicipalAirport

9/19-9/21 Auburn/Lewiston,ME
Auburn/LewistonMunicipalAirport

9/21-9/23 Westfield,MA
BarnesMunicipalAirport

9/23-9/28 Worcester,MA
WorcesterRegionalAirport

9/28-9/30 Keene,NH
Dillant-HopkinsAirport

9/30-10/3 Nashua,NH
BoireField

10/3-10/5 Pittsfield,MA
PittsfieldMunicipalAirport

Rally Round 2011 Photo Essay

DonMurray,MelDartandGuyBechtelwelcomedintothe
Officer’sClub.Photo Kerri Anderson

BassingbournPropMemorialCeremony.HonorGuard(above)
andourveteransplacingawreathatthememorial(below).

http://www.collingsfoundation.orgor
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Speakers atthe Prop Memorialincluded Jim
Shepherd,LorindaCrow,Lt.Col.HughLohan(ret.)
andCol.PeterWorthy(ret.).

TheYavisfamilyenjoyingourreceptionatthe
Officer’sClub.
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91stveteranssignaprintofHonoring the 91st,apaintingby
SteveHarpercommissionedbytheTowerMuseum(above)and
adoorintheTowerMuseum(below).

Ashortwalktookustothe323Squadron’sdispersalarea.

AbeautifuldaygreetedusfortheMemorialDayserviceatthe
CambridgeAmericanCemeteryatMadingley.Wreathsforthe
91stBombGroupand401stBombSquadronwereplacedby
MelDartandDonMurray.Unabletoattend,VinceHemmings
wasmissedbyourparty.
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(clockwisefromupperleft)ChrisMurphyspeaksatthePrioryMemorialGardensinRoyston.AtoastontheThames.Sally B atthe
DuxfordAirMuseum.OurgroupinPortsmouthjustbeforedepartureforFrance.AnightlyhappybirthdaysongwasinorderforDon
Murraywhoturned91ourfirstnightinLondon.
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TheunveilingofamemorialtotheJohnCoencrewinPaluel,France.Pictured
withthememorialisGuyBechtel,brotherofCoencrewmemberJamesBechtel,
andhisdaughterKerriAnderson.Thegroupphotobelowtakenattheentranceto
CampLuckyStrike.



July 2011 THERaGGEDIRREGULaR Page 9

NormandyJune5,6&7

AsurprisemeetingofBernardDargols,theonlyFrenchmantohavefought
inNormandywearinganAmericanuniform.HiscommandoftheFrench
languagewasinvaluableforAmericanintelligenceservices.
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Chrissharingsomeofhisin-depthknowledgeoftheD-Day
Invasion(top).AC-47displayinginvasionstripesfliesover
Omaha(middle).NormandyAmericanCemetery(below).

OverlookingArromancheswithitsstillpresentMulberryHarbour
(above).MemorialserviceatPegasusBridgeovertheCaen
Canal(middle).ChriswithJaqueandLarryRuthasourferry
leavesFrance(bottom).
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Folded Wings (continued from page 12)

 Armando J Sinibaldo 323rd Age 89
Lisle,IL,August11,2011

ReportedbyDotLasch&BarbSchultz
"A.J."served in WWIIasa
navigatoronB-17sinthe91st
Bomb Group. In 1945, he
marriedNorma,andtheywere
married65years.Armandowas
predeceased by Norma who
passed in April2011."A.J."
worked for The Visking

Corporation,UnionCarbide/DowChemicalandas
an independent mechanical engineering
consultant.

"A.J."issurvivedbyhisson,GlennSinibaldo
(Janine); daughter, Gayle Hoffman; four
grandchildren,andfivegreat-grandchildren.

 Paul A Henritzy 401st Age 86
Bethlehem,PA,May21,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeCynthia
PaulwasbornonJuly23,1924
in Emerald,PA.Afterhigh
school,heenlistedinthenewly
formedArmyAirCorpsinMarch
of1943.Hewasanavigatorof
aB-17FlyingFortressnamed
Little Patches. Paul was
awardedtheAirForcemedal
and Oak LeafClusters for

meritoriousduty,coolnessandskillduringhis8th
AirForce Bombing overNaziGermany.He
received his First Lieutenant Commission
September29th,1944.AsaLieutenantheflew35
bombingmissionsintheEuropeanTheatreofwar
andwasactiveuntilOctoberof1945.After20
yearsofactivedutyandreservesheretiredasa
rankofMajor.Afteractiveduty,Paulgraduated
fromLehighUniversityinJuneof1949withaB.S.
degreeinBusinessAdministration.Heretired
from GeneralMotorsAcceptance Corporation
(GMAC)after30yearsandspent10yearswith
CementNationalBank.

Paulissurvivedbyhiswifeof58years,Cynthia
VoglerHenritzy;daughtersLeslieHenritzyBelak
andPaigeAnneZaia(Joseph);sonTedHenritzy
(Debi);andsixgrandchildren.

 Frank T Keneley 401st Age 94
LagunaBeach,CA,March20,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeHilde
BorninTwinFalls,IDin1916,hisfamily
movedtoLongBeach,CAwhereFrank
fellinlovewiththesilverscreenand
Hollywood.He would often reminisce
abouthisexperienceworkingonmovies
includingtwoofthemostmemorable,
Gone with the Wind andThe Wizard of
Oz.

In1943,heenlistedintheArmyAirCorps,wherehehoped
tobecomeapilot,butinsteadwasassignedtobecomea
navigator.Hewascommissioneda2ndLt.andassignedto
the91stBombGroup.Frankflew22combatmissionsover
Germanyandwasshotdownwhileonabombingraidto
Eschwege.Frankandtwoothercrewmenwereabletobail
outbeforetheplanedisintegrated,killingtherestofthe
crewoften.

ThatnightGermanscapturedFrankandhisremaining
crew.TheywerePOWsforthirteenmonthsatStalagLuft
III.Franklostfiftypoundsandnearlylosthislegfrom
woundsreceivedduringthecrash.Thecampwasliberated
in1945byAmericanforcesleadbyGeneralGeorgeS.
Patton,whomFrankremembersstandingcloseto.

Returning home he graduated from USC,Schoolof
Pharmacyin1949andopenedapharmacyinSouth
LagunaBeach.

AsaUnitedStatesAirForceVeteranofWorldWarIIhe
wouldsharehismanymemoriesabouthismissionsand
timehespentasaPOW.Hispassionforaviationandhis
91stBombGroupalwaysstaystronginhisheart.

Heissurvivedbyhiswife,Hilde;twodaughters,Suziand
Robbi;andonegranddaughter.

 Donald W Almon 322nd Age 88
Milwaukee,WI,April9,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeElizabeth
DonwasbornJuly4,1922.Hewasa
navigatoronaB-17namedEasy Does It.
Donflew 35missionsoverEuropein
WWII.Heretiredfrom theAirForce
ReserveasaLt.Col.In1982.Heworked
inmiddlemanagementfortheGeorge
MeyerCompany.

Donissurvivedbyhiswife,Elizabeth;
andtwodaughters,DonnaDeWitt(Donnie)andPatricia.
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Folded Wings:
 Joe A Totusek 322nd Age 91

Mesa,AZ,April7,2011
ReportedbyhiswifeEllen

JoewasborninOmaha,NE.While
stationedatBassingbournduringthe
war,hemethislifelongsweetheart.
Hethoroughlyenjoyedhis30yearsin
theAirForcewhichincludedmany
toursinGermanyandEngland.After
hisAirForceretirement,hecontinued
workingatWilliamsAFB,wherehe
opened and operated the plating

shop.Hissparetimewasspenthunting,fishingand
repairingcarsandboatsforfamilyandfriends.

JoeissurvivedbyEllen,hiswifeof66years.Heisalso
survivedbydaughter,LynnGile(Roy)andsonTorger
Totusek(Laura),along with grandchildren,Heather
(Neil),T.J.,R.C.andgreatgrandchildren,Oliverand
Alistair.Inaddition,heissurvivedbyasisterElsie
DasovicandmanyotherfamilymembersinOmaha.He
wasprecededindeathbyhisgranddaughter,Margaux
Totusek.

 Erwin R “Rudy” Steele 322nd Age 91
Buckley,WA,April10,2011

ReportedbyhiswifeEsther
RudywasbornNovember23,1919
inRedCloud,MN,growingupin
Sumner,WA.Afterhighschool,he
servedintheArmyAirCorpduring
WWII.While serving in England,
Rudyhadtheprivilegeofmeeting
PresidentEisenhower.

Hecontinuedtoactivelysupportall
servicemembersthroughhisworkwiththeVFW in
Sumner.Hewasalsoanactivememberofthe
PuyallupElks.Rudylovedsquaredancing,gardening
andbeekeeping.Heoftentoldfunnystoriesabouthis
beeexperiences.

Heissurvivedbyhiswife,EstherSteele,whohemet
squaredancing;threestepchildren;14grandchildren;
and21greatgrandchildren.

Folded Wings continued on page 11

THERaGGEDIRREGULaRispublishedquarterlyinJanuary,April,JulyandOctober.Thepurposeofthenewsletter
istokeepalivetheSpiritofthe91stBombGroup(H)andtomaintainthefellowshipofthosewhofoughttogetherin
WorldWarIIfromAFStation121inBassingbourn,Englandfrom1942-1945.EditorGaryHall
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