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NATIONAL WW ll MEMORIAL-Washinoton DC
(Scheduled for completion - Spring 2004)

To Contact Call: 1-800-6394WW2 or write to:
National World War ll Memorial

2300 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 501
Arlington VA 22 20.1

or E-fi ail: custsvc@wwiimemorial.com

The NatlonalWW I N.4emorialwl bethefirstnalional memorial
ded caied to a I who served during WW ll. The memoria
which w I be €siablished bylhe American Baite N4onurnents
Comm ssion, w honor all Llillary Veterans of ihe war, the
c tizens on the home froni. the nalon at arge, and the high
mora pLrrpose and idealism that moiivaied the naiion s callto
arms. The Second World War w I be the only 20'h c-antury
e\ enl .or-enoraredor lheM"ls-enLra a^rs

NEW AIR SPACE MUSEUM
The memory oi America s Wor d War ll generailon w ll be
preserved within the physica memoria and through the Wor d

War I Registry of Remembrances, an ndivdua lsiing of
Amercans who contrlbuted 1o the wareffort. Any US C lzen
who he ped w n lhe war whethera veleran orsomeone on the
home front is e igible for the Regislry . Names ftheRegistry
w be forever nked to lhe L'lemoria's bronze and
granite represeniations ol lheir sacrifice and ach evement
A donalion is not required to enier a name in the Regisiry.
However if you would like lo receive a cerlilicate lhat includes
yoLrname and lhe name(s)ofthe ndivdr.raLs yo! honored, a
minimur. $20 donaiion is requi.ed
The Regisiry itse f ls c!rrenly under developnrent When
completed t wil be for view ng on the WW lWebsite. llwl
aiso be ava lable for viewing eleclron ca ly on the grounds of
lhe WW l1 L4emoral when the memoria is dedicated in [,,lay
2404

Ll6 Acre Srer€n F, t,dr.r-H,7v Cenr.r

INSIDE HANGER

WALL OF HONOR

MORE INFORMATION ON
IIIUSEUM ON PAGE 6

TWO REASONS TO HOLD OUR 2OO4
REUNION IN - WASHINGTON D.C.

Atlantic Arch with Washington Monument

Vleli'frorn I7'i Sn cct
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THE PRESIDENTS CORNER

am wrlling this on 16 lvarch lust ore day before the
dead ine s€t for lraq to show complete compllance wilh the
many UN rcsoluilons. lt is a diiflcLrlt time made more so by
ihe fact that one of my sons s already ln lhe Theater as
perhaps sor'r e of your chlldren are I am acLriely aware of the
sim larily to the period 67 years ago this monih when a
beligereft bul oulg!nned at the time, Germany marched
into the Rhineland. France. Brita n and oihers procrastinated.
Ar.erlcans - ba rely coming oif the botlom of the Depress on
- merely spoke oi it as Europe s War " One can only wonder
what woud have happened if ihe threal had been iaced
theni perhaps like your Grandmother .lne sa d, "A siilch n

tlr.e saves nine." I look lhe oppodun iy on 4 March io write
to lhe Amercan t\,4emoria Cor.m ttee in Sainte Nazane.
France to mention the sim l€rity and amentthe stratn that t
is p!tting on Franco-Amer can relalions: toldthemlcoud
nol speak for other members ofthe 91sl BGVIA with regard
to the current sit!aiion. However lfelt lcou d asslrre them
thai we oi the 91st deeply apprec ate lhe honor ihey have
shown io ihe 1942 sacrifices of our fe low-crewm en by ihe r
gifts ($10,000) a few years ago to ihe Mighty Eighih MuseLrm
in ihe name oi ihe 91st, 303rd 305th and 306th BG. I have
also sLggesied to the other three rnembe.s oi The Four
Horsemen oi the 8th Ajr Force thal they might want to
assure those who cont nue lo honor us oi our graili!de.

lf your Board s Conference Ca on 8 Feb 03 we rev:ewed
pro-qress on eslabishing a separate accounl for the
"l,4emor alMaiftenance Fund wh ch wou d include the Prop
Memofla ai Bass ngbourne. lnto ihls wi l go the proceeds
kom sa e o{ ihe Bailev Art lithoqraphs "The RLrhr Va ey
Raiders" (see below righl) and speciiied donations thal you
may make As ofihis writ ng we have received S550 from the
iormer and over $1,000 in the alter. Our Treasurer w
contin!e to mainta n a separale line iiem of "Memor als" n

the regular accounting inio which w I go the one dol ar from
dues and corporate match ng convb!tons lhat nray be
prohibited fron' use outside lhe USt from this we firnd noral
dispays al various cemeleries which ..lake Howland so
eii cient y coordinates. 'Ace" Joh nson was frna ly ab e to get
a clariiication fronr IRS saying we co! d use a separale
"lVemoria Mainlenance Fund' 1o paymaintef ance expenses
abroad f lhe irusi was set up n the US with appropriale
t,armination provislons. The Board wil be responsble for
manag ng the account and contacts \4iih cooperating entt es
abroad. I have advised the Easi Ang ia Aviatlon Soc ety, the
Friends oi the 91st (who will be completrnq rnnor
renovailons thls spring) and others Through o!r ong,time
frend Vince Hemmings we have heard ihai ihe
Cambridgeshire governmenl may be interesled jn work ng
with us: that woud be a blessing as many of our frends
across the pond - just ;ke us'are aging just a wee bit.
Having received no viabie proposals for Reunion 2004 ior an
east coasl siie aiter reviewing varlous possib ities, yoLrr

Board decided io maiftain the practice of aiternaiing
ReLrnion locaton among east, cenira and west and chose
Wash ngton, DC for the summer of 2004. The WW ll
ller.orial s sched! ed for opening the last week oi May
2004 with a lthe ailendant hoop a and crowds. Having ftrn a

colonia folk fesiva 40 miles from DC iiom 1971-85 on
Memoria Day weekend I am q! ie aware lhat we
encountered 13 years in which it raned oui oi the 15j
temperatures and hum idily are far fro m the pleasantries thai
we gave yolr n Tacoma in 2002. Late Sepiember or eary
October wo!ld be coo er drierandlesscosiyorcongesied,
so for those of you who contempate attending your
preference can be expressed io any of yo!r Boa.d mem bers
The Board plans to hire Armed Forces Re!n ons lnc to run
the Reunion (do lhe heavy lifting) with our own W.W Nll as
Reunion Chairman to coordinate with lhern (and take any
b ame)so your Board menr bers can sland a rou nd and srn ile
Nancy Perriand .ludy Wllliam s have volunteered to oversee
the Reqisiraiion process (which Armed Forces Reun:ons wi I

man), so you can see that f you want io help you had
betler hurry up and coniact
W. W. Hill at 703-256-9165 E-mail Wwarhill @aol.com.
Espec a iy you younger folks act now and avo d ihe r!sh!
Pl]t Vlay or September 2004 on your schedule. We wol]ld
love 1o see a ot of active Associaie members n

For those of you who nray have ordered Reun on 2002
memorial wlne glasses or cop es of ihe groLrp photos (by
squadron. Ilerseburg pa icipants or POW ), I think I f natly
haveal oithem senioui. lf yo!ordered someand have not
receved thern, please let me know you have been very
pai eni wilh me. We stlll have a few left, bll I suggest you
ca me before sending money AsforthePX,N4arucodberg
s fna ly back to as good a health as mosi of rs can expect
these daysihe told me aslweekthathe sstrvngtoassure
a one-wc!k maxim!m turn ar0and on aliorders (ii the item
is in stock). t is a ime consuming job that rakes a ot oi
house space, spouse forbearance and tedlous effofl but
Vlarv believes t is worth his eifort to make the items
avaiable to you hope you wil be as nlce 10 thank him as
many of you have done who ordered Re!nion 2002 lems
from rne.Marvwll soon be slockinglheTurnerPLrb icaions
N4emors of the 91st Bomb Group book ai S55 plus $3
sh ipp ng

Enough for now Keep our serv;ce men and women in your
prayers and add one for your ofiicers Ed Gates

CHINO. CALIFORNIA 2OO3 R,\LLY ROUND
NIAY 16. 17. l8 Onl!rio Crlifornia llilton Hotel
Nlust nakc oNr Roon R.serrarion S li)9 tei nlghr

iese.varjrn rnusr bc nade b) {pril:5't ro ger rhh r.ie
Hotel No. 90!,980-0400 nrenrion 9l'BG

Jim Shepberd - Coordinator 714-970-5540
Sl5 lor Alr 5how Trcket. lrlnsp!rL!tiof & Dlsu.crpense scnt

ro Asr) .lohnnnr. 590 Aloha D L
Lakc Ha!!su City AZ 86,106',1219
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This was sent in by Lois & Roy Fratz 401"i BS :

ll s a Great photo of an Air Force Aaining Sq uadron ily ng ln
never-done-belore USA formaling over ihe conirollo\,!er
Tal Llaha (HQBu ding)of RandolphAlrForceBaseinSan
Antonio Texas Pray for a I oLrr young men and women
serv ng our counrry and go ng into danger that we mighl
preserve our Freedonr and pray for wisdom oi our leaders

OUR Nf,II'EST L]FE \IE\IBf,RS ARE:
Tlomas w. Heller 3:2"r BS
Robert J. Larv\o. ll2"r BS
Donald R. Wihon AL
\Iaulce ts!nltirshous .l0l '' BS

We th!nk !ou 10r lour supporl

Missinq in Action

Tlre lo owing membss have had the rR seiurnedtous
llanyoneknows f theyhaveanaddr€ss.ha.qeoraredeceased

please lel !s knorv:

91sr BGTIA or, FICERs 2003-200.1

PRESIDINT
SLCRLTARY-TR!ASURIR

Asar B l.hnnn
590 Aloha Drr.

likcHrld$L aii! M 86,106 {5t9
Tcl (918).151lll.l
!AX(9:ll)t5:t5170

(rce9lbsnai.,tm7 nd)

I 0.J Sli-x icr Dr
H.nddNn!ile f\ 3t0i5

T.l (6151821 790q
(.r9 ! l.sti,r.rjn6pnig..or j

lll50 Kcll_rCrons Blvd
Fr Mter lL 11903
T.l: (2.19).15'15818
lr,\X (:l9l .1,i.14165

ld.litr.irax.l!.rn)

I' VIC! PRISIDE\T

P!lm Ba! |L l:Slr l:l:l:

].,\'ICE PRISIDL\T

R.nnn u A t\oss soNl

We want to wish Paul Chryst and his group a
worde{L 'Bac( to BassingboLrn Reul or.

May 9'h to Nlay 20, 2003
God Bless you ail and keep you safe

Letters to the Editor:

Ai difierent times during ihe nronth I was thinktno of you and
.ef ecling on how iiwas for me 2s I !?s aboring alray oi ny I rct ssue
ofthe Rl. And here itjsl Congratu ations on an excetentissue. yoLr've
madesomechangesand added some nnovaUons-you nowhaveyour
percona siamp on iland ii ooks great.

Thanks for the kind remarks
S ncerely Phi and Randi

Durifg my phone call Nancy says you have received other malerial
concerning Father N.4azaika,Im ook ng foMard to yourariice.

Steve, what you are doing is lLrsl s mp y greal Where there
wasonya ine before you are putljrg some heart, some fee ing, and
sorne iribLrte lo our felow comrades who are Ieavinq us a bit more

Sincerely Haro d IUafnon

Note from the Editor:
think Is iime 1o recognize that no organization can survive

wiihoLrl the suppori of its members. As you know - that supporr
caf appear n many forms, - attending re!nlons , he pifg ai the
reunions - sending dues in prompty - keep ng the N4embershtp
Chairman advised ol changes in addresses etc. Wtihout the
atter for example. the Newsletier goes out - and comes back
after a wh e - then lhe chase begins to find out the correcr
address ln most cases, ii jras to be junked at a cosi to the
qroLrp n lime and f!nds. Do help !s oLrr irs importani

To those friends who make donations we shat forever be

Roberi G. Dandoy

Ted L Skawenski
Ei sworth Stumbo

Baldw n N.,ll

Nyatlsville N,4D

Las Vegas NV
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TURNER BOOK REVIEWS rhere are a so many errors and omissions in lhe index

The Ragged lrreg! ars, Memolrs of the 91s' Bom b c roup, is
a publicalion of exce lenl condensed stories and p ctures oJ
what ihe 91sr Bomb Group persofne did from Aprit 1941
lhrough June 1945. The storles were written by men who
had been ihere and done ihat
Reading throu g h ihe book, one linds many stories ofwho did
whai and what happened 1o whom There are lols of slodes
and photographs of the combat crews and groLnd crews,
inc Lrd ng one of the 44T'L men showing me (back row, 4rh
ifom the right on paqe 92 ThereisapictureofCarkcable
on page 85
The only criticism of the book ls thai it wo!ld have been nrosi
appropriaie to have had a p cture of [,4a]or GeneralW ray our
first Commander, not lo take away frorn Co one Terry, who
was Perhaps Comm3nder onqer
On page 110 thru 122 is an Nonor Roj lestweforgeta of
lhose men of the g1sl who gave their all for the llSA
Flnally, inthe astseciion l2T 151 are photos of many iormer
91"1 BG members showing how lhey were lhen and now
along with a short biography. What a pily more former
members did not pa.ticipale by sending if thei. photos for us
lo rem n sce - whlch for maiy may noi have been The best
years of our lives and may have been ihe most inleresting.
However, on pages 152-155 there is a istofihecasrwho
participaied ln WW I

SUBMI'TED BYWHITIMAL W HILL.323TO BS AND 441fSUB

istlngs of aircrafi nspiteofthefactthat hrice asked T!rner
to print il exaci y as sent t io ihem.
(F ANYONE WOULD L KE A COPY OF MY 1NDEX OF A]RCRAFT"
PLEASE SEND A SSAE (LEGAL SIZE)
TO: Ed Gates 1331116'EAve Ct.So TacomaWA98444

Elaine Gladitsch ( Wl liam G ad isch 324thSOl sent a erer
to ihe Ragged lffegular sendlng her d ues and the foIowing
I finaly recelved Memoirs of the 91n BG The Ragged
Irregulars Turner Pub ishers I was very dtsappo nted ro
note on page 152 the lis|ng of 91s' Bomb Group Troops-
thal the list is incomp ete. N{embers of my are husband,s
crew, namely Wayne Lutz, navigator, Wiliam [.{cCu]ough,
co-piot, Water Koonrz, Bombardter, Edward [,4cC intock.
Engineer, Wllam llowell Rado Operator and Wi iam
Hansen, Tai Gunnerare not included in this tist. Theirp ane
was DF-O-Shure Hoi Orginallyihis was Srure Shot, bui
when ihey were assigned to il, they iel the name was bad
uck, so they removed one of the S and renamed ii Shrre
Hot They cornpieied their 25'h mission on April 25, 1945
Pilsen, the lasl m ssiof of the war. On ihis mission, #884-
Sure Hoi- ed ihe 2"d E ement, pitoted by Lt Wm c adttsch.
The pholo of4 airmen on page 34 of Avtaiton History s a
pholo of Li. G adilsch and crew.
Thank yoLr for continuing ihe Ragged lrreg!tEr My chitdren
and grandchidren are absorbed in the retettng oi events

LETTER FROIU ED GATES RE: TURNER BOOK
As Phil N4ack and lspent many days and many reviews of
inis book I comprained aboul cliscrepancies in our hisiory
ike number of aircrafl ost and who did whai and when etc.
I completed four days of.esearch ai Naiionat Archives in
eal y December magine rny chagr n lo earn that some of
ihe 'Jacts'ofwhich was so sure of, jlst were fot righll
So lJ yoLr .ead my contribulion to the Turner book on
'N,4erseburg - be sure to aso read the one 'Yes, I

Remember it wel'. ln case any oi Donohue s crew read i.
they did ead lhe ow e emenl of the 323rd Sq - not Klrkhame
- and if \4e were fyinq his eft wing (not the squadron
leadeis) it may have been because we st pped overtnto that
posilion after LiekhLrs crew was shoi down The reports
showthatFW-190'swere com nglnbelowthe323d eadand
shooting up because neither the lead nor his righi w ngman
had an ope.at ng ball turret - which exp a ns why the cAF
pioithai leye-ba edwasailhesame eve wewere nthe

The Archlves a so show that we may have f own Outhouse
Mo|se on y ofce even though we had our crew pholo taken
in iront of i. We did fly live missions ir Nlne O-Nire
including my frsl on 30 Aug.44 anC ihe N4eresburg d saster
(ai leasl got that righll) However, ii also seems that o!r
crew d d not fly an e ement ead unti December (lmay have
been a free spir t, but ldon tihink gotthatfarawayfromthe
body.)
To compound my lnaccuracies la so gol the dale that the
Memphis Belte camp eled is 251h miss on wrong (page 12)
li appears the Bel/e rea yfew #25 on May 43toHeligoand
(Wilhelmshaven) which was lhe 39ri mission for the 91'r
BG (l !sed reference LJnder photo page 63)
(So much ior my acc!racy )

FROI'i cLYDE R. BURDICK 322"d Bomb SqLradron
I received my book lrom Turner Pub shtng and am very

p eased wiih t lt's loo bad that ihere were not a ot more oi
the 91n'" rhat conrributed ilTdirnisiories into lhe book The

FROIM JACKIE STARCER
'W ife of the late Tony Starcer - nose arttsl
l, like the Turner Pubiishing Co wouid tike io exiend my
apprec aiion 10 Phi Mack, Asay Johnsof and Ed caies for
your he p in coord naiing the new 91'r book. lknow fmy
h!sband were a ive, he d be very proud. ThankyoiJ

Would you Iike to participate in the 91"' BG
E-mail Ring

The Rbg is (rnposcd ofover l0i) \cicrms and asociare nembcN of
thc 9 l' BC;\4A. Irs purpose s exlhbed in rhc pangraph b€ t(\r atone
Niih rhe Lcm\ and condirions ol paricipadon tl tou wish ro
parllcipatc contact !re. I \iil add lour nanre ro ou. cFup E h.lt
1isr"

]IIKE BlfiTd.91'' RII{C - r-m,il b l7ban1.rt !ol_r oo

r.n , .r:. o/., , Pu . /' pr
This is ai .tctruic ncoN Jnrthose olu;9lnf\ $bo ha\. Dorc! nno thc
c.DDul$!-s.bn!!rnr.u.h 

^llm.nrbsjs{r.dlDdi.9l,.rrft 
nrcmbcr

ol dre tl 8CNlA N.\olicitari.ns ri.rll rcd rf d nc Ntu.! drar rlt e nrrl
br...ott!bLetorf.idl!vi.$ing. Nopainics.pt.rs! WerrcunabL.tod.ldc
oradd) rF mriLiddrssdtrnnsflronsdratyoDircgornebberw!iron
)orrcon!urcr ntr !n cxtcDdcdrn..
The Ring is strictly a means to lind ansrrers to questions
abotrt 91'r persotrncl, missions ,nd oth€r dara and 10 \hrrc
old nemorics. $ hen $e !re asked somerhing to do with the
9l'r - one ofus usurlll comcs up $ith th€ ans*er.
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BOOK REVIEW: by phir Mack (Reviewed in earrier Rr)

IHE GODS SIMILED -A illEMOtR - ByWatter pickard tsee page jO)
The fiy leaf notes that this is rhe story of ihe tens of thoirsands of
youngAnrericanswho became Accidenta Wariors serungif lhe
Ajr Force duing WW I He was assiqned to the 9i.' BG irained
io p ot and command a B-17. W Desre ardvng ihe jtrsl of
December 1943.
Fle describes n grlpping delai how he was iorced to diich his
batile damaged Fortress n rhe Nodh Sea with the oss oi ha f of
his crew. These war storles nrake for gfm and sad readino, but
the lghier s de of ife, wh e on leave in London afd on detached
duiy in Norh Afr ca and lialy s nol omifled.
Afieraspell nReserveslaius(beMeentheendof WW tandstart
oithe Korean War) he was recaLled to acive dutvand b€came a
' d ee'R.q- ir O"ice'
Part Three of lhe book relates the next tweftyJive years of ihe
wr ter's dui es dLrr ng lhe undect€red warwiih the Soviets.
Wh e subiitled A Memoir" the book more coselv resembes a
c d.< a o,ci-'ds1ro.Fc d-Loboqrap-y be.rqapes
of lhe 

^flle'< 
.- e ii- r aod lior ro h- rd{ | e ..pe ien(e5,

hetold - the Restofihe Slory'h s ear y t te before the War and his
later career in the A. Force afte. the war. He retired a he rank of
Colonel

For the beiter pari olthe pasi century, lhe men and women ol the
AirForceand ts pr€decessors havesoared high above thectouds
in defense ofthe nation and lrcedomloving peop e everywhere

Those ideas w lsoon be reflecied in a l\4emoria designed io
reach high iito th-. skylne ofthe nalion's Capital honoring those
wlro have slipped the surly bondslo overcomeAmerica's enenr es
both at home and abroad.

The design for lhe newA r Force
MemoiaLwas ufveied dLrring a
ceremony n Arlingion Virginia
lv€rch 5. The [4enrorial wi]
prcvide a fitting trblte io lhe
m lions who have served, are
serving today, and lhosewho wil
serr'e tomorrow sald retired Maj.
Gen. Edward F Gr lo, presldeni
of the Air Force Memoria

The A r Force does not have a
Naiional l\4emorial, so this is
certainly ong overdLre We feel
lhs memora will honor lhe
milions of pairiori. ,nc! ald
*o'nen {ho hale rerlcd h the Air
Force and its predecessor
organizations .. the aviation
pioneers oiyesierday. ll wil serve as a soLrrce ofpride and tibule
lo those serv ng today And ceda n y to recognize ihe nalon's
mi tarylndusirial basethathasmadeAmercanairpowerthemost
iornr dabe an force on Earth. l\losi importantly it wrl serve as a
libLle .o I oce w'ro hare pard lhF - rdLe p- .e
ConstrLrclion on lhe memorlal designed by New York arctr ieci
James lngo Freed, wil begn in 2004 and be cor.pteted n
Septernber 2006, coincjding wllh the 59th anniversary of ihe A I
Force Thedes gnfeatLrresthr-.e'splres reachtngheightsoi270,
230 and just above 200 feei. Tlre memorial wi be ocated llsl
so uihwesi of the Pe niagon on a "promontory"p ece of a nd
The ihree sp res wi represent the Air Force n a manner ihal s
o'o eL rinq ilse ' trlo re: dnd\od.F-oa(er-lyyerooa\

From \,4alhas G Pettela -
29696 H ohway 131
Wauzeka. W|53826,9612

He was Assistant Crew Chiel ol Anxiaus Angelard
"Fnr '1e Rl r'e ob uar.e< ls eo or pdge l' o' lh s ;s:Je
He s interesled in hearing from afyone who was on
the combat crews that he was assislant crewch efon

431 The Saint - Pi ot Earl Rl ey - (deceased)
,137-FranksNghlmare - Piol D H. Frank
060 - Ne s Bell- Pioi Gwinn
061 Genera lke - We had for 2 miss ons
929 - Lackin Shack n -Pilot,Amman

Crashed in Sweden Was a story on it in ihe R
509 - Liberty Run - Pilot - Hanna
869 - Hell N H gh Water
779 - P sio Packin [,4ama - 2 miss ons , to 3241h
035 Anx ous Angei

THE EIGHT AIR FORCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2OO3
REUNION - October 14"rhrolgh i 9 " , COLORADO SpRtNGS, CO

The RobedNo an Fonda Chapterot the
Eighth Air Force Historical Soc ety

FLORIDA REUNION - MAY 8, 9,10 & ,I1

FOLTOAy tNN - gocA RArcft Tc,r,,l,i cEftTER
Palh Beach Princess Cruse - FotetRate 565 per night

Call Bill Uphoff - (516-747-4295 for reservations)

Dor ? .'-" la,F..L F. r" e. Fondr G-orqe ppo

RO TT P]LOT BT
FIRST TIME TOGETHER SINCE 1944
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(cont'd from page 1)
The Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum
located in Washington DC.
ls the wor d s most visited m useLrrn faclllty wlth over I m ill on
v s iors per year tholdsartfactslhatrangealthewayfrom
the beginnings of flighl cu nrinating wiih the em of space
iight. The originalmuseum, crealed August 12, 1946 and
was iol cwed by ihe new tr/luseum which opened to the pub ic
for the frst time July oJ 19 76. As b g as the nr€in building is
the dispays account for ony aboui 10% of ihe actual
collect on avaiab e Thus thedspaysarerolaiedlnandoul
for specia evenis or as new exhib ts are finished. The olher
90% are n sto€ge and are rarey seen by vsltors io the

Another facility was bad y needed for the pub ic to view a I

the artiiacts and il would have to be a hlge structure, wel
over 600 teet long and many siories in heighi as well as
com p ete y a r cond lioned and environmenially controi ed
On Ociober 1 1996, Congress passed a bilauihoriz ng the
cofstruclion and desgn of a new museLrrn birt dld not
cornni l any federalflrnds ior buid ng the prolecl wh ch wil
costabo!i310 million. ltmustbe buitentirelywthvo Lrntary

Enter [,4r. Sleven F. UdvatrHazy. Pres]dent CEO and
founder of niernatonal Lease Finance Corp. Based in Los
Angeles CA. Nis company is the argest purchaser of
commercial aircraft in the world and he then eases ihem io
malor airlines aro!nd the world. He happens to be a lover of
av alion history and on Ociober 8 1999 he pLedged $60
milon towards ihe construction of the net4r lqqilrty, th,a

argest single clonai on ln the h slory oi the Smithsonian, bLri

lusta start on the.oad to compleie f!nding. For his mosi
generous contr bution he and Senalor Howard Baker were
named co-chair of the Campaign and llrey ihen set oul lo
recruil f!rther coniributions from other corporEt ons,
foundations, associations and ndiv dira s !o he p iLrnd the

The new faciiiy, a 176 acre comp ex is ocaled at lhe Du es
lnternationa Airpod in northern Virgin a l!sl oulside o{
Wash nglon DC. The rnaln bu ding will be a seres ol
hangar' kestruciures, overl000feetin ength andoverl0
stories high, housing 180 aircraft, 100 space artilacts and
missiles and hundreds of avialion arl facis Anyofe who has
visled either the old original building or the new Air and
Space Museum willaiiesl to the superb way the artifacts are
dlsplayed and how our rlch history is preserved.

Other features w include cassroor.s and hands-on
demonstratrons lor groups, resioraiions ihat can be v ewed
by the visitors, archival resources th3l yisitors can use and
one of ihe new arge formai iheaiers There wi i even be an
observation deck io llsien and view the airport air trafllc This
new faci ily will noi only enhance ihe or g na NAS\,4 faci ity
but wiil probab y surpass il.

TO DFCS MEMBERS. Excerpts trm the DFCS Mag@ine

Help us creale th s facility to honor not on y our past
endeavors. but also rnspire future geferations ol aviators

ln recognltion of your receiving the Disiinguished Ftying
Cross and as a lnember of our DFC Society, The Direclor
ol the Srniilrsonian's National Air and Space Muse!m in
Washingior'l DC has reseryed a space for the pemaneni
P acemenl ol your narne on the -

NationalAviation and Space Exploration Watt of H onor.

Wil5 ro- do'eenerl ,o- '. re wil oe p.o.n:re-.y
displayed and forever honorcd as bolh an aviation
enih!s ast a decoraied veteran and 6 vo u nteer to a d in the
construction of the word's greatesl mon!ment to the frst
century of manned flight, the new -

NationalAk & Space lMuseum Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center

During ihe Juy 20A2 boa'd meeting of the DFCS, ihe
commitrnent 10 s!ppod ihe Wa of Honor was approved
This was furlher endorsed ai the membership meeitng
during our recent convenlion n Washington DC Wilh your
$100 donalion, you w have yo!r name d sptayed on the
plaque under the DFCS banner and wil receive a
corn memorative ceriii cate personalized w th yo! fame All
contr bLrilons are lax-deducUb e

For more information, contact:

The Disting ished ftl ing Cross Society
t4,12 Vanderer A re.
San Diego CA 92120^3322

Toll Fre€ 1-li66-DFC-Medal (332-633?)
E-h,il dfcsG,dfcso.iet\.orq

WALL OF HONOR
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THE RUHR VALLEY RAIDERS

Belo$'lsthearlstsrepresentalionoffourfamous aircraltofihegl"BG(H)underattackbyMesserschmt Bfl0gs TheB-17's
fealured are Ntre-O-lvine of lhe 323'" Sq. Outhouse /l4ouse of the 323'3 Sq (ofi the riqht \,1 n9) fhe Wite! Harc af he t24t Sq.
to jlforse's righi and ceneral "rke" of ihe 401"'Sq tra ng ln theory they co! d at have been togelher on lhe same mission
between 16 N/arch afd 26 Novernber .14

nfact,JackONei screwwith'Tex FryeasnavigalatdidflyGeneral"lke"inlhe323r'Sqs. highetementor"oan fromthe40l.r
on ihe 2 Nov 44 miss on lo l\4eresberg. EdGates fewNine-O-Nine nKrkhanr screw n ihe low e ement on ihe same m ssionand
they were h t by 109's, but neither the Mouse nor the 324rh were flying

A fourwere gained"bythe9l3rBGinlheirstT6daysoilg44 Thegroundcrewof/Vine-O-NineheadedbyM/Sgi RotnL rlavis
and ncLLrdingSgt YezdimerselanslhAirForcerecordbykeepinoherfynqforT24consecutvemissionswilhouianaborld!-ato
maintenance TheyasocrewedOuthousel/tousewhichcompletedl39mlssonsbylheendofthewar,onelesslhan/{ire-O-lv,re
Gen. Eisenhoweas nBmesake was chtlstened by him on T 1 Apri 44 and also survved the War in spite of a harrowing oss of tire
propeller ofi number three engine which barely missed his ikeness when I s iced into the fuse age. Thank you [.4i Sgt Davis and

Lthograph i]le Ruhr Va ley Ra ders donaiedbyRobeirBaiey$85unsigned$135signedbyT4nembersofthe91. BGMA
The Proceedsfrom the saleofthis Lithograph willgo 

'nto 
a separate account ca ed the

"MEMORIAL MAINTENANCE FlJND" which witt inctude: The Prop Memoriat at Bassingbourn.

WeareapprccativeoiN4r RobertBaieyshonortoLrsandrecogniionoflhegl"rasthefrsltoatiackrheRuhrVatey Uniortunatety,
othergroupswereseparatedfromthe9lsrbycoudsonthemissontoNammon4Nlar43.Withonlyr6FyLnoFoirresssedbv22-
year old N4aj. Paul F shburne, Commander of lhe 322"'Sq. ile Ol'' eo completed its 22'r m ssrof (22 musr have been rhe ucty
n!niber th al day)w th onia rget bom bing ofthe key ralLroad yard. The GroLrp was awarded the firsi ot two DjsiingLrished Un t Citar ons
for their achievement whlle cla ming T6 cerman aircraft , but four of lhe crews were shot down.

The91"303'"305rhand306'hBGs'thefirstoflhoselhataterbecamethe8'hArForce-affivediEngtand nOcioberTg42and
enlered combal the next monih. O{ the 38 oif cers and 47 en isled men ln the originalcrews. 32% com pleled 25 m ssions and afother
15% sirrv ved wounds or reassignmeni io go home p us - near y ha f of the 41 % who were shot down and became pOW s
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THE CRASH lN SWEDEN The crew thal was rescueC appearea ve.ry i.gntenea Ouriig

By Chdstercrcrot (Swed sh Prestl the rescue_operarons, and nol ufti they goi n contacl wiih
This inlormaton was sent by me lo one ofthe chitdren of the Swedish po ce and aLrthortlies d d they become ca mw Nee -rhe Pi ot (deceased)-Ne wroie in rhe R ne. w,";;G.,ig:';;"i,n"**".p"nryofemersency_andinsGl 'rth'^k oppotuniiies aroufd because this pad of Sweden is fat as

Theplane(BoetngB 17c42-107178)ctashedl\,tay24,t944 ap:ncal'e,,_bLrtlhanyouhavelobeapiolandNeeLwasnt.

in the water n soutlern Sweden (Naissinq Air cr;w Reporr rhep,ropellerfromtheairpanewasplaceddirecliyinthesoi

No 5.!8, r1e pt"1. ras ore or 6 o B 17. redai .s.or ii",':" , 
"t:Be n N. .n aro Re rrng i-re) 5.drtea r Bac. r.roo. n. " " ' -

'nrea"Leya'r. rea..".i3.pa-eswe-eri.srnq on re : .: |. :
\^a. tome enerr 'qh(er: h.trrF ptdne " lrdrned I

- _r_Lq_s..G!rE4_s!s in ,-e -elr "na ]".'l '''1:
wc SSsr. Bobe-l p. Le,ro".r- Ld.eo oLr-ha, / e e ,\ :":'"":.:::'o'ler: aa-a: a.. '9 rner A eo_o.eo rbet-o th- :: '. .

pro'< !h., in 11..e.r'.c"r 
^,es,. ^hic- oor o-L rt-e '::."1i:'n:i rp.o7l (/>en T a Dlol 1.. Wiliam \ee qa e lte asl t-r'6 I

order ro o. , o I bLl 6 of hem o on he-r ln
rr-a arr'9 rre-.on 

eordF ldLelo 150'n ada!
r"i \ee co o,oL 2 t. Reoird Ar"oona a.ro SL,oa l':: "-1:,oaieo oizstr .r o a".r.-ih;;;;;;." "ows - ;T""."':;Germany and reiurned to USA IVay 1, 1945
Nc / odro.. 2 o Lt F.eoe .- - Neer -. pLr rhe ire oJr ,'.a sl r['ro hdd 'l
iool .\e co_ro < clong !,,rtr Tai GJrle- I \ot Do rd d \.4 : _ 

'.
soal o ro a\ { o-oi,or ""1"'::''"-

:':"',:"Jl.h*:l1"li*:#5''"'-ffiff 

ffi
Bai ed oLrt and 30" over ground a wind ifted h
parachule o!l over the waier Severa boatsl
f eet tried lo rescLre him bul when ihey were I

him the hug€ w3ves took him dswn an+he Cr
ater found and buried in lvla rnoe Sweden -
1944
. Sot. Phillip J. Branner. Radio Ooerator
. Soi Leonad A B elawskl-Batt Turrel G
Parach!led after Heimbach anct landed wesi
(S E Coast of Sweden ) Returne d to U SA February 1945 and Ccmetery in Malmoe u,here most of the pilots

tt:SZ neacnea tne Swedish Coasl (town-yslad) .nd lhe and with small means irjed to make ila memoria place

pla ne continued to Simrishamn.

Oclober 1944
The p ane headed sourh and reached sk rinse (where mv KIA in sweden had fieir funeral senices.

'ar\e_ iv-d 
^ 

_l_ _rs 'dmily ar t-ar tTeldno oooar ro .i.L.e-
ihe resl baited oLrt one bi one: rvlalmoe-aswedishwar-cemeterywthabout50LJscrew
. sor ponaid M soau dino . Ta r cunner - Hrs parachute l:.ib-":: !.:'l"o onlv 2 left there now-B'ltlsh - The rest
jammedandhedrowned. HewasoeaowrrenLnerslermen moved to other war cemeteries in Fran'e

managed to get hinr from lhe waler oulside the harbor oJ HOTEL SVEA. & LOKA-BRUNNSllngF.l5r1.,d:1lSr5A-ffi-ellra..1er]oteS,el()l'
-.1i,s'or He 

^"< 
oL ied ir Va -.ro" d.norS .l-" or'ra-c t.ra> - - ": -_ "- *:

a mirrary ru,era-sermo, consL, Ri;ss Li.C,, "i,i", i":ll.:l:i-'i.ilt.,:'l'"ramous Noie )

present ' lnev were aler lransported to a camp ca ied Loka-brunn

F owers irom .your BLrddies ) (Thai is Loka-sprinq, wherc over 1500 us fyers were kepi
. i.; L' ni"n,,c m"*"".'s".0",c",, r-:f.. :i:^"' ;"j,i"il"t"l:J,;:,":"*"i::::ij:::;i,*;:J:;:"#llSlia9.Ra<'-eaoln9'o.i'PoV\Re-'1edloJ-A'..,.
October1945 meeringthe oca grs(wlhmany ocal tragedestofotow
. 2nc Lr. Fredrick r Neer. Navioalor - rhe Hero or crash: ::: ,:"1:li1_b,lt:": 

*,h no rathers). Loka was a rorme,

rrew tne pranE--m.l lif;Tweo"" "";;;";";;; :::'i;::::"1.1 ,tYd"n 
- where vou'drank water and vou

sei his buddies orr oithe pane berore n" -,.n"a,i" tn" :'-l^:'ll'i_" I,"-li*" water n the superrnarkets here in

waterr Divers round ihe wreck 
"rnov-"" 

r.,",,"t h"," ::,,"^"-"1:.slli:':'l -"ierrromLokaiPe,hapsltwasthe
baired oui (rhe papers w-i"r ne ** ji"" *"," i" *r li., u ::11^'l:1::-:-li":: "theroodinlhebesinninsorls00rhat
s. ls44byariureboyoLrrfishins rn"r,*,"t .",",1"*ll :::;'L:Y"t"q, 

otofdiseases andthe\aaterapparcntv

ed by O N venlus, a young prlest at that time bLri now a
former A ishop if Sweden
{who, by the way, ordinated me as a Pr est in 1980).
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To Randal afd Chrster 1/8/03 From [4ike Banta-g1sl Rino
,l:^orde--l_oaed L'ar/ ll Tea.r,l T.Nee t.s ..oslw,to.

As Editor of the Ragged lrr€gular, I want everyone to
know how important the 91't Ring is for getting
information that might otherwise be lost to us.
The following are excerpts taken lrom the 91"t Ring to
show you what an irhportant job its doing.

The preceding page has the story of 2'd Lt. Fredrick T.
Neel, Jr. And the details of the crash of his B-17. Att this
information was gotten thru the Ring and the proper
Cross will be put on 2'd Lt. N€el's grave. Our thanks to
all who participate, its an invaluable source of
information for us.

(See page 4 for information on joining the ring)

Th s is how the R ng works:

To Mike Banta-g1si R ng irorn Randa I Bafky 1/3/03
I am the Assl. Superiniendent of lhe LuxemboLrrg Arnericaf
Cemetery and was recenty conlacted by a Swed sh Presi
who told me that 2fd Lt Fredrick T Nee Jr. buried here
(kiled in Sweden) actua y was kl ed on 24'h t\,Iay 1944 not
T945as sted inourrecords theAmericanBaltteN4onuments
Commiss on s database, and as engraved on his cross. I

woLrd appreciaie it f you coud provide me wilh afy
iniorrnatron one 2"d Ll Nee or place me in touch wth
someone who may provide additional information, lwant lo
g.t hir inf^rm,lion..rrc.te.l if t r indacd wr.ng
To Randa Banky from |/]ike Banta 1/3/03
We are the particip€nts in lhe 91n BG E mait Ring who
answer queslions p!t in lhe guesl book of our web sile
Thank you for taking good care oi the graves of our fe tow
airmen who iosl lhelr lives, words cannol express our
grat lude.
The presi is coffecl2"d Lt. Neei was ki ed in action 24 May
1944

S pa inle rdent o' t e U S. [4 | lary Cen eler] ,r I u,anboJ,S
w ere 2 " -t Nee < bL' ed. Fdr ,F. L1 i: G e.o.sert rne d
copy of the correspondence you sent him ref 2fd Lt. Neet and
your desire to wrile about hirn in your news etter.
Chris and I have been n contacl for seve.a monihs now and
il was due to h m contact ng me that caLrsed me to njtiale the
process lo have a new cross erecled for 2 Lt Neet (cross
erroneous y has 24 N,4€y 45 as date of death [.tr t4 ke Bania
of your organizallon also provided me wtth cop es of the
casua ly report for thai day s acl on (24 [tay 44) A| to d. the
new cross s f nished we shall pick il up next week and lhen
we' lwalt for the grou nd to thaw so we can rep ace ii. Altrhe
crosses are cernented nio concrete beams ufderground and
lhe tolerance on the cant is witn 3/32" so i s a deticaie
process. i am enclosing the same picture ol ihe cross I sent
Clrls (he engravi,ig starrds o!i oecause i rubbeo sano irom
Omaha Beach in Normandy nto th€ letters to provjde a
contrasl. I a so sent Chris the picture of 2'd Lt.Nee found
in the Jusl P a n Lonesome crew picture. One thing thai
siruck me as odd was thal according lo a t tve read, 2nd Lt
Nee was the nav gator on his ast f ghi but rhe other phoio

(differeni squad.on a so)lists hjm as the bom bardier. two!td
lhink lhatwilh the lra ning nvolved few men served as both
navlgators and bombardiers, can you shed any light? (Ed tors
note - this was poss ble)

Pari 2 oi this who e matter is th al 1 am atso work ng lo subm ir
2d tt.\ee o ora*a'o rsI_1 loingo r'-is >o.o.,rgro
smalfeai am a retred USS Army lnfaniryrnan, tfeel it s
very mportant to recognize the va or and saciices made by
yo! and your felo\d seruicemen . CLrrenl po icy for award
s!bmiss on slates thal ony conrnrand ng officers or
eyewiinesses may sLrbm t personnel for awards. Cirlis hES
lod ne ol s ".. Fj'o.tr lo cor'act drr ,.-rt. -g (,et
members lm working wlh hm to substaniiate the
information lh at he s previo!sly provided on rhat day s act on.
Oneof thecrewmemoers,S/Sgl. Bieawsk,,vastheonerhat
apparenlly descr bed the event butas yo! wetknow the
rn lita.y .equlres aulhenl cai on when deal ng with awards
(and righty so) ll be sendnq Chrs pictLrres of the new
cross once erected, if yo!'d like I ll nclude yo! in the maitng.
l'd ike to stay n touch wth yo! ES coninLre n my award
quesl to compare notes. lf I can be of any assislance wirh
)o ende",or,. do-rr e>ildtelo-orra r
Randa Banky

1944 Thanks io

rn€k ng th S

T;- srete-6;i
2t17 tO3

Ran da I Banky

To 9lslers 1/T3/03 From M ke Banta
Randa Banky oi the Luxem bourg Amer can Cem etery woutd
ike to have a copy of N4ACR 1o correcl an ncorreci date on
thegravestoneiorFredrickT. Neel, Jr. liee cerlainthaione
of us has lhis [,4ACR. Would you p ease scan t an sefd a

' oa! Ri_.i P)r -.
Notce io the Ring From Mike Banta 1/14103
Father Grerol forwarded a copy of F T Nee s dealh
certificate to Randall Banky. Th s shou d coni[m rhe date of

Christer Greroi & N,4lke Bafta-From Randa I Banky 1/28/03
I m happy to report ihat I received the approva frcm my HQ
today to order a new cross lor 2"d Ll Nee which thave done
The nformation you both gave me provide rrefutabe
evdence ihai he died if 194:1 lappreciate a llhatyoLr have

My next step is going io be to submit him for an award. Once
I pui some nit al hJo togeiher l' lrun i pasi boih ofyou. lfyoLl
donl m nd. IVr. Banta hale lo bolher you again bll once
get lhe info together, I ask if you can send oui an APB to
see if its possibe io contact any of ihe orlginal crew
members. Again, ihank you Randal Banky
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Fol ed trMings rc."'i"""a r."- """" izr

. Walter lMerritt Pickard LIV 323'd
Luvern AL January 23,2003, Age 82

A retired Air Force Co ofei. Wa ter Pickard
van shed breed of A r Corps P lois who
beginning ofWW llon fabric covered. open
commanded a folr-eng ne B lTFlying
Fortress ln over 300 hours of combat
flying over E!rope from 1943-44 Then
in postwar y-"ars flew iet a rcrafl He
went from Wind in the W res' f yfgto
ihe wh ne oi jet engines.
l_l e was a nalve of Luverne AL.
attended Troy Siale and ALburn
Universities and graduated from the
LJnlversity of N4arvland as we I as from
the Air Command and Stalf College
After WWll he became a Regu ar
Ofilcer in lhe USAF. He he d
cornmand and staffpositions n a SAC
W ng nGeorga aFighterWinginEngland ontheA.Staffinthe
Peniagon, n the lvli itary Ass slance croup in T!rkey aTacilca
ArCommand baseinArizona attheNATO N4 taryHeadquarters
(SHAPE) ir Belgium wih a final tour of dutyas Chief of the Air
Force Sect on of VIAAG-France nParisbeforeretrnginT9T5
ln addilion to his Comma'rd P lot W ngs his Service decoratiors
included iwd Air Force and nne Jolni Ser:vice Commendation
N.{edals four Air Lleda s, the Dislingu shed Flylng Cross and the
Leg on ol Merit He was also a mem ber of The co dfish CtLrb an
Lrnofficia Britsh order \,vith membership ttmiied io those afmef
who sLrrvved an oceaf ditching. He crashtanded a ba te
damaged B-17 in the North Sea n [,larch 1944.
Coonel Pickard ived inAexandraVAfrom 1975. Heservedon
ihe Board of the Northrjdge Citlzens Assoc ation, the A exandria
Bearilication Comm. And on lhe Parsh Counci of Chrisi
Episcopai Church nvoved n overseeing ihe conseruation and
restoration of that Ch!rch s historic buitdings and grounds He
w ih his wiie designed and developed an award-winning p easure
garden at the r homet and he wrote for gard e n ing magazines and
ectLrred on gardening io garden ctubs and at the Wi tamsburg
Garden Synrpos unr
He is survived by h s wife Amy (Emma), a son John of Llarieita
Georg a, a daughter l\,4artha Douglass Zink of Ruxton l,,lD, fve
grandchidren and a ssier Dessle Davis in Destn FL His
marr aoe to Frances Howze ended ln divorce i 1967 Fle wil be
buried in the family plot in Luverne. Alabanra
From Phil lMack:
This s sad inlormation. drdir't Lrow Wall was so My lirst
contactwilh h m was after he visited the Tower NluseLrrn and sent
me aphotowh ch pub shed inthe JanLraryl998 issueof theR
He wrole an excelenl book. The Gods Smied .

(review reprnted in th s ss!e Page 5)
ldon'irecai thatwe ever mel perconally bj]t I felt I knew him and
h s wife Amy throLrgh our corresponden ce I pass my condo ences
to Amy and h s fam iy who l'm sure w ll rniss hlm oreat V, and of
whom they can be very prold

had to pu up to avoid him which took us olt of the i ne of
fire. Ne comp eled 33 m ssions and we were fort!nate to
have been ab e to take a ofolrrcrewmembershonrewlth
us in September of l944 Wi kenson, l\,,lcVay and N,4yse f
are only crew members left.
Bii wasveryactive inh scommuniry, havingbeenaciive n
the lVasons, Sh.iners (donations can be seni there) and
American Veierans as we as his church
He s survived by lwo daughters and ihe r h usban ds, Karhy
and Dav d Aiman. B J and N4ark Frazer and Grandson
Todd Doiy (who was given the American Fiag al his
serv ce) H s wife, Nel e, passed away n 1944
Kathy A man, 7811 Langdon Ave , Van Nuys CA 91406

nroodbridgqcflJupiter FL, March 3d; ?003
Reported byhis son Steve

He was borf and raised in Slamford Cl Where he earned
a basketba scho alsh p to the Un versiiy of CT. Upon
gradualing he en isted n ihe USAAC tn Ju y oi 194j where
he learned to fly P-39 and P-40 fghter panes and was
lhen lra ned to lly a B 17 F ying Forlress and was sent ro
lhe 91"'BG as a frst pilot He'srer.emberedbyhispilol&
frlend Bob [,4org€n as lhe steady hand ]n the cockp t. After
s.-. ro r, o-pior ar the M-mph s8-/lp.o- rLTe o-:
missions he was given a B-17 of his own wh ch he named
Cannecticut Yankee t was on this bomber that he made
Ar Force Hisiory becoming the first Eghth Air Force
airnran to fiy the

. William E. Guldner FM 401
Northridge CA Dec. 16,2002, Age 83

As re ported by Avery Gage & daughter Kathy
Wiliam GLr ner. was the P lol of

From hiswife Ahy
was one olthe almost
earned lo fly at lhe

cockpitb -p anes lhe n

Oualifie.l Quail the pane asslgned lo
l]s and if which we few all but t^/o or
ihree of our missions We were if ll on
the Leipzg mission Juy 2A, 1944,
when ii became ihe only plane out of
six in the low sq!adrof 1o sLrvive. Bil
iod me thai the reason we sl]rvived
was because the p ane nexi to !s was
golng down and t slid over inio us. Bil

requested 25 m ssions. He returned
with ihe crew ol Ihe Menphis Belte Ia
the US for a war bond and rnorale tour
Verin s retired as a Lt. Co n lhe A I
Force Reserve For mosl of his civitian
lfe he ran hls own contraci lurn lure
blslness JAVCO nc He was a
menr ber of Race Brook Country C ub
for 48 years and a iie ong parishione.
ofSt. Barbara creek Orihodox Ch!rch.
Verlnis is s!rvived by h s wiie [4arie,
ch dren Steven and h s wife N4ary Ann,
and Janres Verinis oi Jupiler FL. &
gr€ndch ldren Are e and Alexander

. James Anqelo Verinis. FM 324rh Aqe 86
WoodbridgqcflJupiter
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. Col. Donald Stanley Gauthier Sr. LM 401"1
Lakewood, WA May 26, 2002, Age 80

As reported byhis son Oonatd S. cauthier, Jr.
Ne was a B-17 pi ot ln the 91sI BG& flew lhe 1'1 miss on to
Nlerseburg as ead ow group on Hev Daddv. fhen went
on to f y 15 missions on lhe Jub Jub Bird.
He served in the Air Force over 21 years before reiiring !n
1965. He lhen had an 18 year career wiih the LJS Post
Office ret rlng in 1983
He had been a founding member of St Joseph/St.John s
Eplscopal Church, a vo unteer ai tuladigan Hospltal, a
member of the 'Clover Paft C own A ey' and was active
wilh Seniors on Staqe Survived bv son Dona d.

Modesto CA, March 8, 2003, Age 81
Asreported byhis wife to ceorge Birdsong

Bob was the iailgunner on ihe De ta Rebel #2 on ceorge
Birdsong s crew No other information ava abte

Folded Winos All40lst All Anxious Anqel
Reported byMathias G- Petbra 401" Asistand Crew Chief

. Dick Gibson FM - P lol
Rivers de CA November 2001

. Rov Hall- Waist Cunner
Palestine W VA, November 30, 1990

. Chester Bolociuch. F[4'Tail G!nner
Cicero lL Ja nua ry 1, 2003

. Edward Pinkowski- Crew Chief
Fox L.ke L January 17. 1998

. Robert Pow€rs LM - Top Turret
Urbana, L. 1997

. Dofi Richter - Waisl cunner
Eaion oH, December 15. 1990

. Albert Lucia - Navigalor (Reported by Ediloa
Dunk rk NY 1992

Oneof Afgels' memorabletimes thalwasrecaled was

L.R BOLOCINCH. G BSON LUCiA, POWERS. R CHTER. MAZA KATGPNEWGRO
REUNION OF CREW OF ANXIOUS ANGEL, OCT.1988 RI

when Powers the eng neer had to k ck out iheir bombs
over lhe Zu der Sea afier lhey failed 1o drop over Berin.
RO N4azaika he d Powers by his parach!te harness to keep
him fronr accompanyil]g the bombs - he was if good hands
as Maza ka became a priest afler the war.

. Rev. Joseph John Mazaika 401"r
Grand Prairie TX, January 17,2003, Age 78

As.eported byHarotd Mannon & pautChrist
Falher lVazaika longtime prest of ihe Roman Catho c
Diocese ol Tulsa died at h s horne n crand Prairie TX
He en lsted in the AAC at the begtnn ng of WW I in ihe 8'h
AF and flew 35 missions over Germany
He was ordained to the O kla homa Diocese in 1953 and was
immediately assigned as asslstanl paslor ofthe mmaculate
Conception parish ln Pawhuska He receved his first
pasiorate in 1959 at 51 John Cathotic Church in yukon At
the same lime he was appointed ass stant to the diocesan
master oi ceremonies, lvsgr. Buswet and when he was
apponted Bishop ol PLrebo CO. [,,lazaika assunred his
d!lies whlch he continued Lnlil 1969

n 1967 he was named pastor
of St. Mary's ln Ponca Cliy and
two years laler was named
paslor of Prnce of Peace in
A tus. He concu.rently served
as an auxiliary chaplarn at
Altus Air Force Base.
ln 1970 he was transfered to
TLrlsa where he served seven
years as Ch apla n at Si. John s
Nrled cal Center and as
Diocesa n Coordinator of
NeBlth Alfairs He pastured
Si Clements Parish n Bixby
and was lhe director of il!rgy
and Diocesan Masief oi
Ce.emcnraG ii the Di.c3se of
Tulsa irorn 197710 T9€3 His
next assignment as paslor of

Rcv. Joe Nlazaika

the parlsh he flst served. immacuare Concepiiof in
Pawhuska was hs longest-l2 yeaG tn 1991 he was
appoifled Vicar for lhe Dioceses Norihwest Vicariale.
S nce his retirement in 1995. he assisied as needed n
vario!s parshes of the Dalas Dtocese. Falher Maza ka is
survived by two brothers Anihony of Dixon City PA and
V ncent of DeBary FL and sister Afn Gag iord oJ Trenion
NJ Frends are making memorial contributons to the
Priests Ret rement Fund of lhe Dlocese ofTutsa.
Falher Maza ika
Enc osed s a copy of the obituary for Father Joe .4azaika
Father Joe. as we called him in his work wtth us in the
cancer sLrpport group, !,/as such a carlng, compass onate
warm-hearted person ihat the who e commLrnity came lo

Being logelher a great dealand being near the same age
our ta k drified back lo other iinres - of course WWtt. What
a s!rprise when we earned u/e were both ai Bassingbourn.
he out flying wh le vlas spend no my time n the mach ne
shop of the 441sl Sub Depol , and ihen nol r.eelng Lrfti
eleven years ailer we had shutihatbig operation down He
was a great guy He has faced what we all must.
Bytheway, FatherJoewas nTu saaiiendinqaseminarten
days be{ore he died. Hale lo heady he seemed to be.
Apparent y ii was a heart atiack that removed h r. irorn our

. Robert Card 323'd Bomb Sod
Modesto CA,

Cheerio Naro d M a nnon
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. Maurice Smyth-Bassingbourn Jan.20,2003
as reported by Sieve Pena

A Tower Museum volunie€r for many ye€rs, nrany of you who
pald a visi io ihe museum in the pasl wil have !ndoubledly
seen o. met Maurice. He was a qu et gentle-man' in the tnrest
sense who. despte poor heallh a ways dispayed a keen and
wry sense oi humor and lLrn . Ne was one of our slalwarts a
'doel'who would work quielly ai ihe muserm week afler week
summer and winler Fle served in the Brllish army in the Far
Easl towad ihe end of lhe war and il s obvlors from the photos
in the varous alb!ms he showed me lhat he had that same
ofibeai sense of fun back then. l-1e was a !1re l-read man with a
keen sense oi h story and wide mLrslcal taste. Oflen off to a big
name rock concert al one venue or another I can piclure him
now sitting on my sofa iapplng away to the beat of the atesr CD
he had brolghi around io p ay on my new sound system.
Yo! were a rea!frierd, a rea maie. We € goinq to miss you
. Martin Pisarski FM 322"d

Charllton NY, January 17,2003 Age 89
As reported by Frederjck R. IU er,PH1 USN Relired

He d ed suddenly at El is Hospila after being slficken at home
He v/as a mem ber of 8ri Air Force 9'1" Bomb croLrp stat oned
in Eng and irom 1942-45, He was employed by the GE Corp. ior
28 years as a specia isi in we ding before retiring n 1975. Pr or
to hs reiiremenl he bu I and operaied the former l\lariys
Sq!are Deal Markel in Chartor.

(cont d be ow)

. Julian M. Hexum 322"d
Boise lD January 17, 2003 Age 85

Juljan [,,1. Hexum, Lt. Co. USAAF (Ret.) D]ed. ?r"
causes He moved to Portand OR as a younu man
where he met and fe in ove with Janet Hegete At the
starrofww lhe en isted in ihe Arrny Air
Corps and prior to shipping out. married
Janet in Alb!querque NN4 n December
1942. He was a bonr bardi€rnavigator ln
the B-17 Flying Foriress. DLrrtng one
m ssion. his plane was d sabed with
heavy fire over Hamburg Germany. The
p ol was able to fly ihe damaged aircrafi
over home terr lory before the crew was
ordered to bal. Ne flew over 25
r.issions and was awarded many
comr.endalions including the Distinguished Fty ng
Cross. Ne also served his country in Korea and relired
as a Ll. Co one in1965. Aflerretrinqfromiheservice
he joined the civilian workforce uftil he retircd in 1985
He was an avd ouldoors man and enjoyed camping,
iishing and travel ng throughoLri the world He enloyed
Iaisingquarter horses,Aireda es and Welsh Terrierc and
he and hls wiie loved sa lng Ageniesou,hew be
lruy missed by his ovedones.
He is survved by his wlfe of 60 years, Janet. his five
ch dren, Ron (and Mardi) Hexum of Poritand OR Janis
oro. 01 i Hoe,cnF. o_Dr'l.r CO. Sh.er .ano T;T,

Risl of MoLnta n Home Howard Nexum of Bolse-and
Bevery Hexum of Boise 10 grandchlldren and eight
qreat-grandch d ren

FIRST CLASS MAN.
9l! BG Men1o alAssn.
590 Aloha Dr.
Lahe Havasu Cit\' AZ 86,103

FORWARDNG AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REQUESTED

LET LJS KI(OW BEFORE YOU NIO\TE!
THF. RACGEIJ IITIILCUL,\R

tmidxm d,c litlo\ship.athosetrhoibughlbgcdrdin $:orld \lr' ll li..rAFS tion l:l lD Bas,n!i.um. Lngland60 t9.1t t94,r

tlrc iilteendr dat,prc.cdiDgdrc m.irh.lplblicafr. tu pem it n...san- rnonrv ..ns defur ion ririn.lLLsion in iiut i\sue
Erer eLod\1ll bc mad. ro nti|?e rrhd subDr.d m.rcriaLin th. s.hcduted !r trrcr Rl isstr.s

Sutuvors ;fclude hswie, Eieen fl Pisarski oiLake Balsion
NY whonr he married on Ocl. 16 l943,twosonsDouglasofW
Pa m Beach FL and Bryan of Clifton Park and one daughier
Maureen ,lane Farell of Langhorn PA. N4adin was the half-
brother io Josephne Sykes of PA. Aso survving are fo!r
grandch dren a great granddaughter and a grcat, great

Pleasc send OBITUARY notices to:
'\ssiv B. Johnson. Sec:y/l.err. 91" BGIIA
r'rrr \luh, Dri\e. LAe llr\r.u r ilr \Z 8640b

(FOLDED WINGS CONTTNUED ON pcs 10.11)


