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,98 REUNION SITE MAY HINGE ON BY-LAW VOTE
THE SlsI BGMA,S BANNEF.

whjch has been a proud part of
Feunion activities lor many years,
is displayed by Secflrea Asay B
Joh.son and Pres Hal E Johnson
(L-R) ior ihe benefit or members
who have never seen il uniurled.

ln the accompanying photo lo
lhe right, imaginalive 91st BG[4A
Historian Earl Pate, Jr dtecred,
posed and parricipated in this
lableau on a lonely, baren
Arizona highway lo'dramalize"
possible diiliculties lacing ageing
groups determined to parlicipate

Flankinq the hrepressible Pale
are: (L-R) Ed Peacock, 322nd and
Ed Kerin, AM, son oi lhe 322nd's

THE SITE OF THE 1998 9T sI BG[,4A BIENN AL REUNION
remains undecded. A proposed By-Laws change (included n
this issue)oflers an opportunllvto continue the 91st BGl\,4As 28
year traditon of individual uni reun ons.

The above and lhe fact that Paula Kool. whie attend ng with
her husband. Harry, fell and broke her h p, are lhe iew "bad
news" items regard ng the recent 91st BGI\,4A B enn aL Reun on
held n Tucson, AZ. News ds-sem naton of lhe lackno reunion
site s requ red to provide a lengthened opporlun ty for potential
gl st BGMA Reunion sies withln lhe US io submit bids for the
assoc al on's 1998 reunion.

A members are urged lo vote by return ng the accompany-
ing balLot beiore Jan 15, 1997 to: Paul J Limm, 91st BGMA
Advisor 601 Calle Desolo, San Clernenle, CA 92672'2252.

Aso demanding dis-semination s the fact that the Tucson,
AZ Reun on's success depended upon h^/o people. Sec/Trea
Asay B Johnson and his wife, Glora, did alllhe work alone until,
days belore regislration, last rn nule assistance arrived.

They deseryed a long, stand ng ovation and applause irom
the 352 registranls sometme during the varied activites.
Hopefully among those aflendlng lhe next 91st BGI\,4A Bennia
Feunon someone w reneTnbeT the debt due ihem and
arrange olf cial acknowledgement ol it.

Tucson attendance would have been even h gherwere rt not
ior the increas nq sen ority oi 9lsters and the likelihood ol such
a group to experience emergences. The total aitendance loss
due to the 170-plus new "Foded Winoers" since ihe OKC, OK
Reun on, though not readiy caculated, rnust be added to the
12 emergency cancellations (lotaling 24 people) reported by
Sec/Trea Johnson The addlion of unrecorded reierences io

KIA ZLI Edward H Tomer whose recenl poslhumous Air Medal award was iacililated by Pale.
Pales tun-photo" acquired unexpecled symbolic signiiicarce when an anlicipated Feunion site bid lor 1998lailed to marerialize at rhe

91st BGNIA'S Business meetins days later

LIN/M ALARMED BY,,ELECTION'' HEAD
ABTICLE VI. SECTION 5 OF THE 91st BGMA BY.LAWS

slales: 'Candidates forAssocialion Office shall be considered
elecled iflhey receive a plurality af the vales casl al lhe elec-
tion. for each affice."

PAUL LII\,4M, SAN CLE]\IENTE, CA, WHO HAS LONG
contributed exiensively to the ellciency of 91sl BGN,4A oper-
alions. d d a double take when he noted the Election Balot in
the July, 1996 R/l contained the head. "NO ELECTION
REQUIRED FOR 1997 1998 OFF CIALS."

At lirst it seemed reasonable no eleclion was necessary
because al lhe candidates were unopposed. But, he won-
dered, f no association member voted tor the unopposed
canddales how coud they be considered elected by "...a
p urality ol the votes" when they rece ved nO votcE?

The situation reminded L mm. somewhal, of former Sov et
Unon elections when sometmes tesuts were publshed
belote electons - wth no regard for democratic nicetes.
Also during the Tucson Reunion business meeting, Llmm
opined in America a "Phi adelphia lawyea' could have a i eld
day contesting an elecl on won by a "Zero Plura ity "

ln order to nullly the R/l ed torial error L mm personaly
voted for every candidate wth a bod 'YES" beside their
fames to insure a I received al least a plura ily of "ONEI"

Six other aerl 91st BGMAers also returned their balots
wilh e:ther a wrtten'Yes' or check marks beside the names
of the unopposed 91sl BGIVA cand dates for office.

Thal meant, Limm declared triumphanty in hs humorous
exp anaUon of the near fiasco, lhal all 1997-1998 Assoc ation

(Conllnued on Page 5)(Cont nued on Page 2)



DESPITE THE PROBLEI\,4S FACING THE 91st BG[,4A
reported elsewhere in lhs ssue, there is good news. The
91sl BG[,4A again has a iull complemerll o{ otfic a sl

The newcomer arnong ihe 1997-1998 Otficers s Phlp
(Phil) G [,4ack who is our new Ragged lrregular Ed tor. Mack
f ew a 323rd tourfrom Sepl 43loNlar'44.AfterflyingasCo-
P lot with Capt Davd A Bramble's VILLAGE FL RT crew he
completed his tour as a Piot-in-Command with new crews.

Somehow, beginning ln high school and continuing n co-
ege he was always involved in writ ng, ediUng and photography.

A Bachelor of Sc ence degree n Air Transporlatron from
Purdue eventualy led to ernployment in the Boeing
Company after the warwhere he worked as a Senior Project
Engineer providing techn ca support to ihe Sales organiza-
1on, Descripive lileralure and direct presentations to
prospeclive buyers, requiring precise writ ng, was part of the
Boeing position he he d thai necessilaled extefsive lrave to
al the conl nents.

Now'?elired", he is lhe Presidenl oi a consuliing cornpa-
ny, IVlack Aviation Company. Phil, a long-lime member, will
begin produc ng the R/l with the Jan 1997 lssue.

ln the meantime members are urged to note ihe R/l's new
Ed toas address. Nla I ng a I editorial matler to Ph I l\/lack,
T7521 1551h Av SE Renton, WA 98058-9087 wilexpedte
our newslettef s production,

Rudy Malkin. the R/l Editor for the past 10 ygars, for
somet me has qu eily made known he would apprec ate a
replacemenl for his post. When l\,4ack expressed an nierest
jn the R/L post Rudy pronrised fullcooperation n iransferrlng
the bulky accumulat on of R/l flles and correspofdence to
the new edilor. As our new 2nd Vi Rudy says after def nite
progress has been achieved rn that undedak ng he hopes io
be able to cont nue contributing lo the good of our groLrp.

We know he will.

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
BY HABALD E JOHNSON
ALL R/I OFFICES FILLED!

PHIL MACK (L),323rd,91st BG(H), CELEBRATED cHRlsTll,lAs oF
1943 wirh his brother Arr Mack who flew with rhe 306th BG(H), Phil,
the F/l's new editor, completed his iour on Mar 23, '44. Brother Arl
completed his tour in June,'44.

91st BGMA OFFICERS
1997-1998

PRESIDENT
Harold E Johnson
2021 Porter Way

Stockton, CA 95207-4035
rel (209) 477-A071

1st VICE PRESIDENT
Roberi H Fr edman

6015 Valkeith
Houston, TX 77096-3832

Ielt (713) 729-2225

2nd VICE PBESIDENT
Rudy [,4a kin

2438 Woodcrofl Bd
Balt more, MD 21234-2836

Tel: (410) 668-3406

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Asay B Johnson

590 A oha Dr
Lake Havasu Ciiy, AZ 86406-4559

Te : (520) 453-3114

EDITOF
Philp G Mack

17521 155th Av SE
Renton, WA 98058-9087

rel: (2AG) 271-5277
Fax: (206) 227-8190

H STORIAN
Earl Pate, Jr

104 Sklview Dr
Hendersonvi le, TN 37075

Te: (615) 824-7909

,98 REUNION SITE
(Continued lrom Page 1)

planned attendance by rnembers, who subsequenlly iailed to
appear afier wrling the editor, wou d have boosied the total
attendance above the 'Exlremey Gratiiying" ratlng gven the
Tucson, AZ Reunion.

The deepest disappo ntment oflhe affair was the rnability oi
Vlnce Hemmings, long time Towet Museum Curator at
Bassingbourn Barracks. to attend because of llness. A lengthy
lelter of regret from him was read by Paul Limrn who also
showed a series oi coor slides sent by Hemrnings. The s des
depicted many oithe items dispaved n The Tower and record-
ed some of the work ol lhe [,4useum vo]unteeT slaff members
over a t'/r'enty year pe od

Hemmings' lyped notes accompanying the slides, while
expressing hs apprecalion of the suprerne sacrfice made by
rhose 9 5Le'- inr.r?d a- IVad _gey Ceneterv. were.o Toving
lhat Limm welcomed a replacement reader 1o comp ete ihat
porton ol Hernmings' p anned lecture-s de presentaion.

"You loughi for peace and you ach eved it - but at a cost.
''Margaret (his wiie) and I will be perpetually grateful We

haveihe g reatest ad miration for lhe !n fom you wore. We shall
never forget you," Hemmings wrote at the end ol his noles.

(Continued on Paqe 3)



,98 REUNION SITE
(Contnued from Page 2)

Also compelled to cance reservations were:322nd - William
and Dorothe Tu restta; 323rd Vernon and Wylene Rtter;324th
Cha es and Francis Falkenmyer, C fl and Barbara Schullz,
Andy and Clarce Shumaker and Fufus and Peggy
Youngbood;401si - Kermit and Theima B!rman, Roy and Los
Fratz, Donald and Roberta Gauthier, Jack and Ann Rubenled.

With some reservalionAsay and Gloria Johnson compiled a
llst ol those who contributed to Reunion functions in va ous.
sometimes unnolced ways. S ncere apologies are exlended to
those who may be inadvertently omitted.

Lsled alphabetcaly are: John Askins, Bob and Joy
Fr edman Jeane Galiagher. Art Horn ng, Harry Hovefin I , Paul
and Jeanne Limm. Rudy and Madeline Nla k n, Tony Montalvo.
Allce Ondrovic. Ear Pate and Norman Thompson.

Beunion bus ness included an efensve discusson oi the
use of a $1 000.00 donaiion from the'Association Du l\/lemorial
Ame can" of Saint-Naza re, France to honor the 91st BG(H)'S
paircipation in the initial 8th AF raids. Numerous proposals
were rnade and duly recorded. S nce other new memota sites
were aso proposed during the discussons Pres Hal Johnson
responded to the diversifled proposals on memorial dispost on
and location by announc ng a commiltee would be fornred to
dea with the proposals.

At the subsequent Ofi cers' l\,4eeiing Pres Johnson directed
Sec/Trea Johnson to drait a letterappointing iormer 91st BGN,4A
Pres Tony \,4onialvo Chairman ol lhe Memorials Conrmflee.

As the new Memorials Cornmittee Chairman Montalvo has
appointed WW H , VA; Dale J Dar ng. OH; EarlC Pate, Jr. TN
and Paul J Lmm, CA Commiilee members, An evaluation of
proposals for iunding memorials is scheduled lvemo as
Committee bus ness.

Henceiorth almateria concern ng memo als should be fore-
warded lo: 91st BGMA Menrorals Committee, Chairman Louis
A l\,4ontalvo. 4154 C ubhouse Rd, Lompac, CA 93436-1334.

Also when t was apparent there would be no 1998 91st
BGI\,4A Reunon site proposa coming fiom the foor of the
Genera l\leeting, t was Keith D Quayle who suggested a By-
Laws change that would perm t Reunions to be hed anyl,vhere
in the country

His suggeslion was acted upon althe Sept28, 1996 Officers'
Meet ng. The requ red By Law, as slated althe beg nn ng ofthis
adicle. appears elsewhere in th s PJl. li approved by the vole ol
lhe membersh p the entre couniry w be opened lor 1998
Reunion Ste b ds.

THOSE ATTENDING
322nd Sq

ANDERSON, N/ARV N & LOIS; ANDERSON, ANDREWi
Bullock, James:Burdick. Clyde & lsabe e; Burton, Arno d; Cox,
W liamr Crist. Robert & Ivlargaret; Damro, Edward & lone;
Egender, Helb & Cathy; Freer, Donad [,4ary&Thomas; Hadd
Sr. Chuck & Guests; Harris. George: Hillcock, Nelson &
Louse; Kely, Bob; Kerrin, Ed Lennon, Thomas and Lindley,
Sieve & Gwenda.

I\/lcCrea. W G John &Audreyt McQuain. W llis & Dors; N/ills
Jr, Jimmiei Mlls, Sandra [/oucha, Don & Betty; Nemeyer,
Donald & Ann; Paxson, Jack and Helen; Peacock, Lenora &
Edward; Srnilh, Lou; Steele, Edwn-Rudy and Estheri Ward,
Ray & Lalla; Wtt George & Laverne; W tter, James & Evelyn
"Pat'and Wood, George & Fran.

323rd Sq
BANNON, FRANK & VIVIAN; BEAMAN, VERNON &

Dorolhy; B rdsong. Georgei Bowen, Chaster & Lofieta:
Brewick, Chuck & Alice; Burkari. cerad; BLtrke, John; Butler
W lliam & Trixie; Chrjstrran, Robert & Dorothy Cooper, Bev;
Cox. Ennis & Anne; Cu len. J m; Dowell, ceorge & Margaret;
Farwell, O W & Racheli Franke, Joe & Alberta: Friedman,
Robed & Joy; Gauque, Charles & Anne; Hoffman, [,4arion
(Dusty) & Peteri Hoots. William & Ivtitdredi Jackman, ED &
Dorothyi Kethley, Jerold; Koo , Harry & Pau ai Lalonde, Paul
& Georgetiei Leonard, Av n & Jean and L ley, Henry

N,4ack Phi & Randi-Carro; Mahan, Lloyd & Florencei
l\,4atlie. Ivarlo & lMary; Ivccarty, Bill& Caro; lMcooy, Rchard &
Ivlargaret; l\rurphy Richard & Lorraine; MLtrray. Don & Joi Otl
Lawrence & Viviant Pefi, Steve & Nancy Pitts Edw n & Ruth:
Pu en, John & Naomi; QLrayle. Keith & Lee; Reed Quilla &
Elzabeih; Rolen, John & Jeane; Slvernail. Chuck & Kathy
Simpson, Lews & Modar ne Sinabado A J & Noma; Walker,
Lila; Wallin, John; W lliams. Cecil Willamson, Ear & Alce;
Wilson, Howard; Yezdimir, Emil & Mi e and Zauner Wii am.

324rh Sq
AHTYE EDWARD & BLANCHEi ANNIS, FRANK &

Barbara; Augsbu rge r, Delbert & BeltyJo;Auth, W liam; Banta,
T l\4 chael & Yvonne; Bartush, J Addison & A/aron Camer n,
Walt & Jean; Carpenter, Hubert & Pat; Carpenter, Waller &
Addine; Caswel, Andrewt Cater, James & Francis; Cleveland,
Robert & Roma: Co ins. Ph lip & Nadine; Dar ng, Dale;
Daring, Raymond & Lorraine; Dean, Roberi: DeBoy, Peter &
Thelmai Donahue, Howard & Kalie; Donofro. Frafk; Dowler,
Clement; Dower. Betty Jo; E cherr, Chares; Engstad, Jerry &

(Continued on Paqe 5)

THE RECOGNITION AWARDED THE 324th'S SQ'S YANKEE GAL CREW FOR HAVING THE MOST MEII4BERS ATTEND THE TUCSON FEUNION
stnred protests when only three ol lhe live claimed were plesent al closing ceremonies. The virrual hotde ot lormer 91st BG(H) crews with
four members in altendance who protested the YANKEE GALS crews claim were satislied when its'iormer pilol Hooper B l,tapiesden
explained two of his crew members had lefl ea.ly,

ln the lett pholo(L"R) arethelhre YANKEE GALers who stayed lordinner: Foberr Margolis (N), Hooper F Maptesden(P) and DanietHatey (B). Thayne
Johnson (E)and Lyle lMccollough (F) who attended the Reunion and also llew 19 missions on YANKEE GAL, unfortunatety teft betoE phoio taking time.

The right photo depicts onlv a porlion ofthe members of crews wilh lour members in attendance, Numerous others, not captured by the cafr
era's lens. tothe letl and righl ollhose piciured, impr*sively swelled the lotaloi'Four lrenber Crews al Tucson.



IADY HELEN OF WIMPOLE DETAILS STILL SOUGHT
WWIIPHOTO OF LT HELEN

E Pierson, ANC, 163rd Genera!
Hospilal at Wimpole, whose
porlrail was painted upon a

THE OFFICIAL DEAD.
LINE. OCT 1, 1993, OF THE
oniy known R/l "contest' was
permitted to pass withoul
ment on. For the nevitable
lew who iorget such things,
the purpose of the 'contest"
was to obta n lnformation
concerning an Apr 87 R/l
photo ol WWll chrlstening
cerernonies oi LADY HELEN
OF Wl[/POLE. a 817.

Pau Chrysl, former 91st BGI\,4A President. org na y hoped
the pubicauon oi the christening photo would stir some back-
ground daia on the plane. The photo ncuded lhe back of a
bouquet bearng officer and a more afiesting distant lmage of
lhe "chrisien ng offcef'whose uniform inc uded silk stock ngs.

Eventually the plane was idenlifed as a 401s1 Sq 91st
BG(H) Fort and the pictured otficers were identjf ed shortly
after the 1992 Memphis. TN Reun on

That came about when lormer 40Tst Sq C/O John D
Dav s and his w Je, Helen of HLrdson. FL, whib showing the
visiling edtor and hs wie an Englsh book, CLASSY CHAS-
SY which contalned an uncaptioned pholo of them, were
surprised lo hear the photo had appeared earier n an 87
R/l and lhe r identty had ong been sought.

Mrs Davis is the oifceron the photo whose unilorm includ-
ed s lk slock ngs. At the time she was Lt He en Pierson, ANC,
T63rd General Hosptal, Wmpoe, England. She and then-
Maior Davis, the plclured bouquet bear ng officer,"weTe mar-
ried after the war

The Davis'suppied as much nio as they coud on the
plane for an ariice in the Jan 1994 R/. The R/'s subse-
quently announced contest wth rewards for any and al data
pertaining to LADY HELEN OF WIMPOLE stirred a suprs-
ing response - and winnet,

Since on y one 91st BGI\,4Aer responded, he won.
He was French Associate Member Leon Croulebois of 41

Rue Brancion 75015 Paris, France.
Crouebois correcty identified [/]alor John D Davls and

Nurse Helen Pierson; noted they were maft ed and supplied
their present Hudson. FL address. He oblained his nforma-
tion irorn the "Secretary of Wimpole Park Beunon Assoc
Rowland J Garser," an obvious Englsh source.

Thor g' 'o '-nl_e- oeld s -eqa-ding the oa_es .araa' dro
availableio Croulebols he was awardedlhe prom sed supplyof
unstamped "GENERAL lKE" envelopes donated by Dr Joseph
P Connaly and a 91st BGMA Reunion cap along with a
reqlestthat he return a photo of himselfwearng the cap before
the E lie Tower.

A youngster dur _9 r_F wd-. e possibl/ 5a\^ To? d'\\a
lrauma than some fLght crews. As a 12 year old, watching the
a r activity above Par s, he saw a' .817 receive (a) d reci hit n

the bomb bay.' He remembersthe explosion - and lhe absence
of parachutes Anothertime he witnessed a 824 becorne "a red

THIS PHOTO OF LADY HELEN OF WIIVIPOLE'S CHRISTENING IS
believed to have been laken inApr'44. Former40lsl C/O John D Davis
says the plane flew missions with the 401st Sq afleMard but has no
lurlher information regarding it.

firebal ' and the baiout eijor'ts ol lhe doomed crew Probably
spashed with hgh octane fuel, the clothing of the crew mem-
bers flamed whie they descended helplessy in their chuies.

Anyone who has sought to master a loreign anguage will
understand hiscommentonthe preceding. H s comment, 'Terrlic
remember" the R/l trans aies to, A terrib e chiHhood memory."

ln a letter to lvlrs Davis. dated afler the 1993 FVI contesfs
close he tells oi bicyc ng to a wooded area inio which he had
seen parachuting Allied a rmen descend, n an atiempt lo help
thern evade. Unforlunalely he could not lind lhem.

Though Germans were in the area he "burglared a littie parf
of the 817 that also crashed there. Twenty lhree years laier,
with the he p oi an Amerjcan correspondent, the part was iden-
tiiied by the Boeing lactory as belonging to the 418th Sq, 100
BG(H)'s ROYAL FLUSH wh ch was downed on its 75th misson
whje over Villacou b ay Ajrporl near Parls.

The 100th BGMA, appreciating his cortributions lo ls h sto-
ry, has made hrn an otfical French Representatve.
Subsequent aflendance at a 1973 N,lllwaukee, [,4N and a 1990
Tampa, FL 100th BG[/]A Reunion has, ifpossible, increased the
gratitude he constantly expresses regardng the contribution
Arnerican a rmen made to France's beration.

English author nay Bowden (PLANE NAMES & FANCY
NOSES) though devoting considerable copy lo the mystery
slrrounding LADY HELEN OF WIMPOLE. unfortunaley was
not in possesson of nformation identiiying either Davs or his
bride-to-be, Ll Helen Pierson. ANC - much less the plane's ser-
ial number or Sq call numbers while writ no his book.

Bowden presumes " the tille" (oi the piane) is a reference 10

Crimean War Nurse Florence Nighiingae, known as The Lady
wth the Lamp.' (Contlnued on Page 5)

LT HELEN E PIEFSON, ANC, 163rd GENEFAL HOSPITAL, lS PIG
tured in lhe left photo wirh some patienis in the Wimpole. England med-
ical lacility during the wai. Former 4o1st sq c/o John D Davis, who
named a Fort LADY HELEN OFWI'POLE to honorthe 163rd! statl and
surprise Pierson, isshown in lhe righl pholo on leave in waFtime London.



L\DY HELEN OF WIMPOLE
(Continued from Page 4)

"Pub city photog raphs of the ch r sten ng of the Foftress nd -

cate a carefully staged managed evenl and it s lndeed curious
that so litte has been establshed about the person it was
intended to honour." Bowden's exce enl book records

Thai part oi LADY HELEN WIMPOLE'S mvstery has been
reso ved by the Davls'. The plane was named to honor a lhe
163rd Genera Hospla personnel ocaied al Wimpoe, near
Bassingbourn. for the devoted care they gave 91st BG(H) and
other wounded.

l\,4rs Davis, who was compeley surprised when Davis per
sonalized ihe tribLrte to the 163rd by pacng her portrait and
name upon it, remembers'the courage and spirl of lhose boys
(palenls), never complaining and a ways thanklu for the care
they receved.

'Aso vivid in my memory was the sound oi the B-T7s start,
ing . . . early in the morning Ou r thoughis and prayers went with
thenr,' she says,

She conc uded a recent etter to the R/l with. " would appre-
cale any iniormalon as to what happened to th s very special
airplane lo me.'

THOSE ATTENDING
(Cont nued Jrom Page 3)

Dodyi Fornaca, Frank & Mary; Garrison, Clyde & Lanele;
Gettis, E mer& Ruth;Glman, [,4ark & Dorothy:cold. Seymour;
Goldberg, N4arvin & Betty; Haley, Danle & Cla rei Hanson, Bob
& lrene; Hoh ng Jr, Conrad; Hoh ng, V rgln ai Ho man, Chares
& Caroyn; Ho man, Scott & Vicki: Jensen Thorki & Lorrainei
Johnson, Thayne & [,4ary: Johnson, Asay & Gofia; Kleyla,
Robert and Leasure B ll & Dorothy.

l'4ap esden Hooper & JLrnei l\,4argo s, Robed & Barbara;
l\,4arowe, Jack & Bubb es: NlcCLrloLrgh Lyle & Bettf N4ontatvo.
Lous; I\,4organ, Robed & Linda; Morgan, Robert; Ivummert.
Lauren & Dorolhyt Myers, Al & Janviere; Pate. Ear & IVaryi
Polter, G W lliam & [/ajorie: Rappapod. Ralph;Smiih, Kenneth
& Vrgina; Tayson, Davd & sabe ai Unger, John & Lois
Vernis Jm; W helnr Leo & Stellai Wilson, Russe: Wol,
wrlaral & F orenae and /rlmpr Fv.n

401st Sq
ALLEN, JOHN & ROSEMABY:AFNISTRONG. ROGER &

Lois: Askins. John & Jackie; Bankovsky, Nicholas & Mary;
Barrett Ralph; Bea, Donald; Borgenson. Menford & Donna:
Boyce. G enn & Lois Coller Paul; Dan es, Neit; DeBot. Hal&
Dotiie; Dion, Vernon Fetche( Jm; Gaiiney, Jack & Jan;
Galagher, Edwarde & Jeane; Had ey, W liam &Adelei Hanna,
W liam; Havelear, l\,4aron & Patsy: H cks, Chaufcey & Wiie;
Hoverm I, Harryi lrak, John & Evelyn;Johnson, Ha & Phylls;
Kenely, Frank & Hlde; Koeler, Clarence-Bud; Lechner,
Richard & Ardyce; Leta ien, cene & Dot; Limm Paul & Jeanie;
Loftin, Ernest and Lohoefer. Conrad & Stefan e.

Makin, Rudy & l,ladeline; ]\,4cPadlin, Jim & Winne & cuest:
Ondrov c, John &Alicet Paget, John & Noma; Parsons Jr, John;
Pene, Aubn & Jacque ne; Rhearn, [l chael & Ande]la; Rpa,
Frank & Ruth: Smons George & Wandat Srnth Donad &
Ivlargaret; Thornpson, Harvey; Thompson, Norman; Wagner,
Sherwood &Jean;Walker Chades& I\/lary and Weinberger, lse.

441st Sq
CR PPS, FABER & [/AFY; HILL, W W; MANNON,

HABOLD & Jean and Ze lars, Edw n, Lynne & Niia
Associate Members

BAYES. BARIE (ENGLAND); BECK, THERON & WIFE;
Crlmm, Tenney & Son; Frank, Don & Wlie Huclson. John;
L!rsen, Alired (and Claudra?);Sm lh Sleve & Marge; Stevens,
Clive & Ne I (Eng and);Terry, Hazel; We s, Ken and Zwaschko.
Phyllis.

Others
BOTOFE PHYLLIS; BYNUI\i], TONY & PAr DOTTER.

I\,4argarei; Knolt, Martha and Purdy, Lil an.

LIN,lN/ ALARMED
(Continued from Page 1)

candidates were e ecled by a tesounding margin ol at easi
seven votesl" (Sec/TreaAsay Johnson was elected by a mar-
gin of e ght voles because one member placed a 'X" on y
lles de h s name and added a note say ng Asay has been
doing a "terrific job."

The other e ect of news s the proposed By-Laws change
to cornblne the offces of Secretary and TTeasurer was
approved by 256 voles For, 13 Aga nst and 39 Abstent ons.

Edllorb Noler The Editor has no explanatlon loT the gross
'iypographca errol corrected by Limms aedness. lt has
aways been, and certainy wl continue to be, F/l policy to
s.trve lat prefectian.

FRENCH ASSOCIATE II/1EMBEF LEON CFOULEBOIS OF PARIS
received his prize torwinning the B/ls LADY OF WIMPOLE contest at
I AM, Aug 22, 1994, A French poshan delivered il, Accompanying the
promised "General lke'enveJopes was a 91st BGlrARe!nion basebatt
cap - and a nole requestinq he retun a photo ol himseli wearing i1
belore lhe EiffelT6wer

Soon atler a lener oilhanks aiiived again expressing his gratitude
ior lhe waFiime conlributions and sacrilices ol 8lh AF aircrews and
unlinled appreciation of the unriring dedication of nurses tike lhe
''Lady Helen oi Wimpole" (now lMrs John D Davis) - and promising a
phoro of himsell and the EittetTower,

Unlonunately language difticuhies inretuened. Croutebois' submitted
piclure was slpposed to emphasize his head, shoulders and Slstcapand
a bit ol rhe Eifie, Tower The pholo he €lurned is still the F]l's best photo
ot a longiime, undeniably dedicated 91sl BGirA Associaie tlrlembei



Kethley when they were downed on the Aug 12. '43
Gelsenkrchen, Gernrany raid whie lying BILLIE K. (The
[,4ACR 262 n former 91st BG[,4A Hislorian Hilary "Bud"
Evers' "Documentary on the 91st BG(H) records their
plane's name as being, "BlLLlE KAY)

Called to Cullen's aitention. he indicated the wartirne cler
ca error isn't a problern for him.

jfolleb TFinge
(Cont nued frorn Page 8)
considerablyto the successiu comp eton ofthe BELLE'S mis-
sions, according to the Johnson C ty Press Chronice arlicle.

Ashell hole in the BELLE'S stabiizer, big enough to wa k
lhrough, luck ly did not sever crucia contro cables; another
I me damage senl lhe BELLE into an uncontro led 5,000 fl
dive before Morgan, somehow, regained control.

"Our bomb wing went to Europe with 40 crews. Three
crews completed (their tours).

"l losi a lol oi good frlends. lThe War) cosi me lots of
them. You'd go out on a mission and when you'd come back,
you'd be the on y one in the barracks. Everybody else was
dead and gone," Adkins tod his local paper nlervewer.

He received the DFC, lhe Air Meda with three OLCS, AF
Comrnendaiion N,4edal. AF Longevty Award, AF Outstanding
Unt Award, ETO Theatre ribbon with two Bronze Stars;
National Deiense Service lvedal and the United Ctaiion
Award n add Uon to the Royal Air Force l\/leda of Honor

He was a member ol the Johnson City Civtan Club an
honoraD/ member of the POW and the 82nd Airborne
Dvison Asso and an active member of the First Christian
Church and the East Tennessee Chrislian l\ren's Fe lowship.

Survvors rncude hs wlie. rene who wrote he looked
foreward to lhe wrte-ups ntheF/ A stster and n eces and
nephews also sun/rve him. Those wshing may make
rnemorals to the Christian Church bullding fund 2011
Sherwood Dr ve, Johnson Cily, TN 37601.

O eecsrev, FqEE\,4A\ c, 75, J,r4r-, iio2 \ r5 - sr,
Apt 209, Cannon City. CO 81212 Juy 25, 1996

Beasley, a p lot during his 27 mission tour, was awarded
the Siver Slar, the DFC and a Purple Heart. E Roben Kelley,
Centra Valey, CA, included a note with a copy of Beas ey's
obituary. H s note cryplically explained two of Beas ey's dec-
oratlons - the Siver Star and the Purple Heart. Kelley wrole:

"FTeeman...was wounded bady on the Sept 8th ('44)
Ludwigshaien, Germany mission but was ab e 10 br ng his
p ane back to Bassingbourn wilh on y one arm."

Beas ey, beiore his retirement, was the general manager
for Jeppesen and Co ol Co orado Sprlngs. He is survived by
his widow, Becky; hjs son retired AF B/G Denn s Beasley oi
Colorado Springsi lhree broihers, two sisters, fve grand,
children and lour grealgrandchildren.

l\,4emoral contribuiions may be made to the Pkes Peak
Hospice, 3630 S nton Rd, Su te 302 Colorado Spr ngs. Co 80907
or to The Air Force Aid Soc ety, C/O Mouniain V ew lvlofilary 2350
N,4ontebelo Squarc Dr Colorado Sp ngs, Co 80918

Pepo.ed bv orne 322 de- hel ev o' Cp^lrd V"lFy. CA.
o erooD'cooo, erwv\ L 401sr 77,-70caoe.Grove

Lane, [,4alvern, PA 1 9355, Jan 12, 1 996 A p lot during the war.
Bloodgood entered the carpet business aiteMard and later
changed to insurance, retirng in 1989 alter rising to the
Ph adephla Agency Manager posl oi the Phoenx lns Co.
Aiter his ret rement he attended Wesi Chester U and obtained
a degree in phiosophy shortly before his 74th brlhday. He

(Continued on Paoe 7)

TUCSON VIDEO ADDS
TO CHRISTMAS LIST

TWO ENGLISHI\i]EN, KEN WELLSAND BARRIS BAYES,
oi Aviacarn Productions, an English video firm, f lmed five
and a half hours of activily and ntervews ior their vdeo.
MEIVIORIES OF THE 91st BOMB GROUP AT BASSING-
BOUBN, in Tucson, AZ.

The r 18 monih ong project, inc udlng archive fi m and
tecent coniernporary footage of memory st rr ng, sti I surviv-
ing WWll base faciites, wil incude inierviews oi 91st
BGMAers al Tucson. Some fjity of the 350-p us 91st
BGIVAeTS (incudng some wdows) altend ng were inler-
Ue$ed r 'h splendd s.cceEs Bayessays

Aviacam Produclions pians re ease of its hour long v deo
in time for Christmas. There is no doubt it wil be a unique
and lasl ng memorial ior al 91st BGI\/lAers - whether they
re-newed relationships in TLrcson or not.

Those wish ng to lreat themselves or others to a
Chr slmas treasure may obtain the video by wrting: AVIA-
CAI\,4 PRODUCTIONS, AI\,4BLESIDE, BOURNE END RD
CRANFIELD, BEDS., MK43 OBD. U.K.

when writing request the "lvEMoRlES oFTHE 91st BONiIB
GROUPAT BASSINGBOIJRN" and encose S24 00 per video
pus $6.00 posiage payment to Aviacam Produclions
Purchases may be charged to VISA or MASTERCABDS. li
thal is the chosen mode of paymenl denUiy your charge card,
supp y its comp ete number and include exp raton date.

Please use "BLOCK CAPITAL" letters ior your name and
address in your correspondence.

Other possbe 91st BG(H) personal Christmas gifls
ava lable inc ude [,4ar on Havelaar s recently re eased THE
RAGGED IRREGULARS OF BASSINGBOURN, which sold
we at Tucson. To obtaln the 320 page 11'l, x 8%" hard
cover book crammed with 400 b/w & co or photos send
check for $45 00 plus $2.95 ior sh pplng lo I\,4 H Have aar.
5421 Cavalry Post Dr, Arlngton, TX 76017-4514

Equaly prased and prized are two books by Engish
writer Fay Bowden, now availab e through Sec/Trea
Johnson al reduced prices.

1) A limited number of Bowden's PLANE NANIES AND
FANCY NOSES, 288 pages, hard cover. 11%" x 8'/a , 400 pho-
tos, are ava lable {or $43.00 p us $3.00 shipping and handllng.

2) Bowden's TALE TO NOSES OVER BERLIN, THE 8th
AIB FORCE M SSIONS, 128 pages, profusely ilustraied,
solt bound, 11r/. x 8'/" is also ava lable at $32.00 pus
$3.00 sh ppjng and hand ing

When orderng from Johnson specly book title wrile
check for amount payable to "The 91st BGN,4A" and ma I lo
Sec/Trea Asay B. Johnson, 590 A oha Dr, Lake Havasu C ty,
AZ 86406-455S.

323rd's "BILLIE K's" PILOT
(Continued from Page 8)

KethLey's eady'60s d scussions with another nearby hospila.
Those d scussions resu ted in the merging of the two hosp -
tals nto lhe Shawnee Hospila Authorty.

Dr Keth ey was a genera surgeon at Shawnee Regional
Hospta untl his ret remenl in 1988. He conlinLres io serve as
the clrrent Chairnran of the Board of D rectors of the faciity.

James J Culen, Paso Rob es, CA, Kethley's bombardier
reporting the above, added he was in the parachute next to



:fotlr! SingE
(Contnued from Page 6)
continued lak ng geography and Poriuguese anguage cours
es after graduation.

He served on the Ma vern Borough Counci , the Chester
County Lfe Under Wrters and was a vo unteer at the Paoh
l\,4emoria Hosp.

He is s!rvived by h s widow. Joan: four children frorn an
earlier marr age, seven grandch ldren and a sister.

Ivlemor a contributions may be made to the ALS Asso,
980 Harvesl Dr, Suite 105, B ue Bel , PA 19422.

O BRowN. WALTER s, 323rd(?), 74. 626 south 3rd sr
#101. Sa ina, KS 67401-4105, Jan 3, T996.

His service wth 91st BG concluded with 22 rnonths as a
POW in Sta ag Lult ll in Sagan, Germany.

Aiornrer farmer and poslmasler lrom 1955-1976. he was
awarded a Carnegle Foundation bronze medal in recogni-
t on of h s heroic altempl to save a larrn worker from a fire
on his lam ly's farm. He was 21 years old at the time.

Arnong his extensive c v c nlerests and activit es werer
4-H and teenage rodeo acivities; the Pine B uiis Roping
Club; Order oi the Eastern Stari Wyoming Ouarter Horse
Asso: Wyoming Wheat-growers and membership in the
P ne Blulfs F rst LJnited l\,leihodist ChLrrch and the Jaycees

He is survived by h s wldow Lura; six ch dren one broih-
er and two sisters. His wdow, Lura, whle reporling hs
death, continued contacl wth the 91st BGMA by becoming
an Assoc;aie A,4ernber.

a coNLoN, wtLFRED R 4o1sr, 76, L[,4, 384 springiie d
St Chcopee Fals. [,4A01013, May 19, 1996.

Conlon. the or ginal bombardier oiformer 9l st BG [,4A Histor an

-- -Hrlary-tsud" Evels'crew, was fyng with 1/Lt William F Gibbons'
LIGHTNING STRIKES'crew when t was downed by gA on the
Feb 21 '44 Guters oh, Gennany raid. Al of Gibbons crew became
POWS. Conion was a POW at Stalag LLft 1 for 15 months.

Con of, obtaininq his law deoree irom Boston U in 1948,
was the iounder and senior partner ol the law firm o{ Con on
& Phiips when he d ed shodly ailer be ng diagnosed as
hav ng stomach cancer.

Adm lted to the bar in 1949, he was in the State, Hampden
County, Chicopee Amercan Bar Association and the
American Arbiraton Assocalon. He received lhe State Bar
Assoc atron Commun ty Service Award in 1989 and was the
parade marsha at the 1990 St Patrick's Day Parade in
Hoyoke, MA. He was also a lfe member oi the Springfied
John Boyle O'Reily C ub and a VFW Post 625 mernber

He and his wite. Dorothy, celebraied their 50th wedd ng
anniversary on l\,4ay 15, 1996 - hour days belore his death.

Suruivors nclude h s widow, two daughters, three sisters
and iwo grandchidren. l\4emorja contrbLttions may be
made to the Wil ie Ross School for lhe Deaf, 32 NoMay St,
Long lveadow 0'1106.

Beported by h s w dow and former 401st p lot Evers who
'e-nenbp's hi_r as, A'eal nce ouv.

a FoFcuv. cHApLts o. slgro. z:. I9660 qioge Rd.
Red Buff, CA96080 Apr14, 1996. Hewastheco-o nerol
Foothi I Bulk Transpodat on Co in San Jose, CA. Side nter
ests ncluded Red Blulf Trap C ub rnembership and ouldoor
act v ties such as iish ng.

He is survived by his w dow, Kathryn, three ch ldren, two
sisters, one brother and six grandchidren. Contributons
may be made 10 St E izabeth Hospice, 3550 Sr Mary
Columbia Dr, Red B ufi, CA96080.

a GLENN, FREDER|OK M, g22nd,7411 Hatedon Av,

Downey CA 90241-2707 Feb 27 1995. Reported by his
wldow Louise.

a GUNDERSON, OAFL A, , 76, 324ih, 115 otcott Dr
Manchester, CT 06040, July 23, 1996. Born in the USA.
Gunderson, raised and educated in Norway, caimed his US
citizenship before WWll. While enlsted in the US peacetime
army he responded to the invas on and occupation of Noftvay
by joining the Norweglan Ar Force. He seNed wth it in
England unt lAmerca's entry in the war alowed his transfer
to the USAF. After compleUng 25 mjssions as a bonbardier
and waste gunner wilh the 91st he volunteered for Pacific
Theatre duty and serued in Okinawa unti WW l's end.

His crvlian career nclLrded sales, primarily in tool steel
and, ater, insurance - wh ch rncluded Distr ct [,,lanager wth
The Equtable oi West Hartord. Before hs retirement he
was employed by lhe State of Connecticut in the
Depadment oi Transporlat on.

A senior Rotary Club membership, long tme Sunday
School teach ng and being a Boy Scout father parl of h s
ife-long volunteerism.

He s survlved by h s wife, Lee Ann, a son. Car Axel ll
and a sister Beported by Jack Levine who served wth hinr
n ihe 3241h The two, aiter 43 years, only recenty ctiscov-
ered they lved aboLrt 25 mles from each olher They
pldnnad -o a end t e ---so- Peunion .ooetner.

a -oL-ENBAJG*. wL-AV 1Bt-tl N. 323rd, Box
954, N,4eeker, CO 81641 N,4ay 25, 1996.

lle completed 32 missions as a TG His civtian career
ncluded manageria posts wth aulo deaershps and the
Chevron Oii Co unt his retrrement in 1984. He is sLfvived bv
hs wdo\^, Jed ne. d so_. lwo qrd cioaug'1-ets. t!\O S>Ler:
and nuTnerous nieces and nephews. Repofred by his widow
who sad he died shony after beng dlagnosed as havng
acute eukem a. They were plann ng aTucson Reunion atlen-
dance. N,4enroTia s may be made to ihe St James Ep scopal
Church, 4ih and Park, Meeker. CO 81641.

I. KIRBY HAROLD E,4OTsI 102 High St, Berea, KY
40403-1521, May 1, 1996 Reported by Duerson and
Duerson. Afo'_eys-at-Law i- charqe o <i.oy s F<-ate.

a MAs-Ecs, w.L. A\1 H,32iND,289/J w w o$rcr
Dr, W lowick, O- 14095. B.podeo o\ G P IVa"r.-.

a [,4-tNAc-. WENDEL- o. J24ih. 75. s06 t soulh sl
I eoan o'l. l\ 46052. Ju y 9. 1006.

A former POW and recip ent of the Purple Head, he and
his widow, Jeanie. had celebrated their Golden Weddno
Ann versary a few monlhs prior to h s death. Other survivori
nclLrde a daughter. two granddaughters and iwo great
oranddauohlers" O orie. qEtD B 323-0. /i. 735 Ln\e.siry Dr.
Pocatello, lD A3201-3434, Mar T6, 1996. He flew 37 mis-
s ons as a TTG; his decorations jnclude the Purple Heart

A driver salesman lor the Wonder Bread Co, h s 1979
rel remenl permitted sat sfying pursu t of h s ntense nteresi
in virtua ly all sports. ln addition to being an av d spotrs fan
he was a member of the Pr nceton Ward. Church of Jesus
Chrst of Latter day Sainis; a member ol the Pocate lo
BPOE No 674, Arner can Leg on Post 4, the H ghland Men's
Asso and ldaho Slate U Bengals Foundation.

Survvors nclude Frances, his widow; a son, two daugh-
lers, a brother and s ster, a grandson and other extended
fam:ly members. Reported by his widow il s suggested any
memoTias be made to the ldaho Youth Ranch. Rt 3. Box
256, Rupert, daho 83350.



OREGON 817 RESTORATION
INFOADDED BY MEMBERS

TWO OREGON STATE BASED 91sl BGNIA N/IEMBERS
confirmed ior the F/ that there s on y one 817 in their stale
be ng readied for restoration.

Rchard T Pressey, 401st, Lake Oswego, OR, senl a p c-
lure postcard ofthe Fod as it appeared forover 50 years wh e
'pedesta ed" above The Borrber Complex n [/ lwaukee, OR.
(AJu y R/l photo showed it's in tialdismantlng pforto p anned
resioraton work.)

The capton on the postcard, a popu artourist item n addi-
lion to provid ng basic specilcatons regard ng 817s, states
lhe pane was placed at ts MilwaLrkee, OR s te "...in memory

of lhe men and wornen who served so valtanty during \4/Wl
arld to lhe pass ng era of the propeller-drven plane "

James H Downes, Jr 322nd, L[,4, N.4ilwaLrkee OR, supp ed
additonal data regarding The Bornber Comp ex n his neigh
borhood. The purchase price of the plane was S13.750 (FOB
Oklahoma wth 26 hrs flying time)

Accord ng lo Downes, the iirst B17 schedu ed to be de iv-
ered to Art Lacey, owner-operalor ot The Bomber Complex,
also known as'Lacey's Bomber 1nn,' crashed on take,off. The
817 presenty scheduled ior restoTat on has been named
'LACEY'S LADY" after ts proud owner.

Some 10 years ago Downes adds, The Confederate Air
Force, in one oi ts conlinuing 817 restoration projecis. was
lortunale io obta n LACY'S LADY'S bal turrei Jrom business-
man Lacey.

UNIQUE HONORAWARDED
323rd's "BILLIE K" PILOT

FORMEF 323rd Sq PILOTJEFIOLD D KETHLEY recevecl
a unque award July 22, 1996. A Shawnee, OK slreet was
renamed in h s honor Shawnee's iormer Gambre I St is now
't D Keth ey B vd.'

A leader of the Shawnee community since his arrva n
1954 Kethley, a doctoT, was honored by the Shawnee City
Counc I for his commilment to Shawnee and h s cont nued
community servrce.

The mpacl of governrnent regulallons upon smal physi-
c an-owned hosD tals oromDied rcontn_ed on Pdga r,)

THE RAGCED IRREGULAR

, n!$t r,{en{ r nnn h:L r iqn .\

91st BG Memora Assn.
590 A oha Dr

Lake Havasu Cly AZ 86403

FORWARDING AND ADDBESS
CORRECT ON REQUESTED.

FIRST CLASS MAIL

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVEI

Chronice l\,4ay 4 1995 article pedaining to the 501h
Anniversary oi VE Day White House djnner, Adkjns was
quoted as intending io urge the Pres denl not to "...cut our
Socal Security and our IVledicare. He better keep that
going, because il he doesnt we'l be in bad shape"
Othelwise, he was inio erant of criticism oi the President.

Telling warstores ony when asked, he admitted he
could not resist bragging aboLrt one serv ce re aled experi-
ence - the excelent caTe g;ven at the Velerans Affairs
lledical Cenier n N,4ouniaif Home (H s ret rement {rom the
AF after 20 years serv ce was folowed by nearly another 20
years servlce with that VA IVedica Center.)

Despite the profess onalsrn ol lhelr crew headed by pilot
Robert K Morgan, "almost m raculous mlsses" conlrbuted

(Continued on Page 6)

:folbtb IFtnqri
a ADK|NS, EUGENE, Major

(Re0, 324th, 76, 1513 Oceoa St,
Johnson Ciiy, TN 37604, Nov 3. 1995
at the Johnson City [,4edica] Center
after an apparent hearl atlack.

Adk ns the I\IEIVPH S BELLE
crew's TTG. and fe ow SUTVV ng crew-
men had dinner al the White House
wllh Presidenl Clinton in May 1995
shortly after he received a Medal oi
Honorirom the Brlish Roya A r Force.

Described as "An unassum ng
man..." in a Johnson Citv Press


