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membersh p dues. Asay B
Johnson has conlinued the prac-
tice of wdling "Beach Oul Letters'
tothose who do nol respondtothe
ntia January FVL announcements.

The response Johnson re
ce ved iol owing a fi,4ay 1 996 maiF
ing of 'Reach Oui-Lette6" has
exceeded his 'U/i dest hopes " Over
65% of the tardy dues pavers
responded. That percentage ls
considerably above lhe relurns
receved dudng non-relnion years.

The F/lhopes itls another ndi-
caiion ol reunion attendance that
may again nudge pasl records -
as occurred at OKC, OK.
(Another indicaior of a pleasing
Tucson turnout is Johnson's
report lhat eady reservations,
resuling from ihe Apr 1996 FVI'S

pub shed reunion details, have
been higher than usual.)

ln additiontothe planned aciivity iilled davs dela led n theApr
R/l recenl unpanned curTent evenls now add to the Tucson
Reunion's attraction and mportance,

FIRSI Those attending will be able to contrlbute to a long
lasting decison regarding 91st BG(H) h stor cal preservation.

A plaque. simihr 1o the one ded cated and nstalled at the
[,4emoria Fountain in Priory Gardens, Royston, England, has
been sent bV the Mayor oi Royston to Frank G Donofro, founder
oflhe l\,4emphis Belle Memo alAssociation.

The Royston l\,4ayor's intenl was that Donofio arrange iorthe
incusion of the plaqle at the l,4emphis Belle, Mud lsand,
I\/lemphis, TN s te.

Donoirio be eves a more appropriate place lor the plaque
wouid be at the SthAF Hlstorical Soc ety l\,4useum n Savannah,
GA"...where more peope would see it,"

H s attendance at the gland opening ol the 8th AF Hertage
N/useum n l\,4ay also convlnce hm Savannah, GA is an idea
1 998 91 st BGN,4A Nationa Relnion s te. He'll be proposinq that
al Tucson wlth the same persuasiveness that saved the
N4emphis Belle tor posterity.

Also on Donof o's agenda sthe presentation of h scomplete
file ofTHE FAGGED IFREGULARS irom Vol 1, No 1 October,
1967 to the present to lhe 91st BGN,4A during the reLlnion.
Former Pres Cha es R Hackslock, a few years ago. ca ed
Donolrlo's R/lfile'1he fnest'he'd ever seen.

NOW THIS: Any 91st BGl\,4Aer who has ever retumed io
Bassingboum since servng there should fee an extra tug to
atiend the Tucson Reun on because a rea lrend of theirs and

FINAL BITS AND PIECES FOR TUCSON PLANNING
SECRETAR ES OF THE 91ST BGI\,IA HAVE LONG RE-

fused "no response' as a reply to the required annual requesl for
the association w 1 be at the Tucson Reunion also.

Vince Hemmngs, the Tower lvluseum Curator at
Bassingbourn Barracks, who was among the orgrnal group oi
Eng shmen who slarted the lvuseum over 20 years ago,
resgned frorn his post on May 13, '1996. Ol that orignal grolp
he was4s the remain ng act ve one.

ln a etler to SedTrea Johnson he said, "...1 have enjoyed
being Curator ol your [,4useum. I has been a prvilege.

'Over the years I have mei many glsiers and w always
remenrberthe peasure they had from visrtng theirold base and
the many slories they told me. Ivlany have become good lrends
who siill keep n iouch."

Anolher Eng sh source Peter Robefts. Chainnan oithe East
Anglan Aviation Soclety, Ltd. Tower Museum, makes clear
Hemmings is stil acting ln an honorary capaclty until a succes-
sor js appolnted.An Honorary Vice Presidency has been oiiered
Hemmlngs bythe Committee whch would assure hls conlinuing
availabilityiorTower Museum business while relieving him of lhe
"manaoement hass e."

Promising to write again \^/hen the dust settles," Roberts,
who cals Hemm ngs'resignalon a "shock," says. We fevently
hope he wlll accept."

AND NOW THIS:A$1,000.00 check has been received irom
lhe 'Association Du lvemorial Arnericain" of Saint-Nazaire
France as a donalon to a "small place" in the USA, simibr io
French memoias, lo honor the four ploneer 8th AFBGS, n ck-
named lhe 'Four Horsemen," whlch were assgned the irsl
eleven (11) missions over Saint-Naza re, known as "Flakcity."

Edgar C "ED' N,4 er, presidert of the 303rd BG Assoc. lnc,
has interpreted the French association's Presdeni N/ichae
Lugez's letter as a request for a Saint-Nazaire memoria display
area in the 8lh AF H stor cal Socrety's newy opened Savannah,
GA [/useum.

The other tuvo BGs receivng similar awards are the 305th
and 306th.

(Cont nued on Page 2)
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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
BY HAROLD E JOHNSON

TUCSON TIME!

I\,,IUST SAY OUR FORTHCOMING SEPT 25-28 1996
Tucson, AZ Natona Reun on shows ptornise of be ng among
those ln the past which nrade imporlanl decisions regarding
ihe 91st BGMAs fuiure activties.

I have availab e an early response to theApr 1996 B/l's pub-
licalion ol lhe diverse, avatlabe Tucson tours and aclivites.

Over40 gl st BGMAers soon after receiving therr Apr issues
promptly responded by mailtng Tucson Comm ttee Chairman
(and 91st BGN/A Sec/Trea) Asay Johnson their reservation
checks. Johnson ca s that eady Tesponse exce ent and, hope-
fully, a harbinger o{ a big. satisfying tolal attendance.

What strikes me regard ng lhat early lavorable response is
the only lure attracling the prompt reaclion (as de from wait ng
Comraderie) was the vared ist ol tours and actvites. 1

thought the July F/l cou d only repeat the Apr R/ls Tucson
Beun on merchandising.

Well, unantic pated events have added the fo lowing ures
ior aliending the Tucson Reunion. Since they appeaT as news
iiems e sewhere nthislssue brei reference to them sutfces
here to aled attending members to lhe walting bus ness dis-
cussions and decisions at Tucson.

1) lt seerns a 1998 East Coast Reunion site will be pro-
posed - Savannah, GAt 2) Frank G Donofro, AL, (Memphis
Belle), s n possession ofa repicaoftheJune 1963 bronze
plaque orginally installed al the llemorial Fountain in Priory
Gardens, Boyston, England. Donofrio believes a moTe appro-
prate place than Memphis, TN is Savannah, GAs 8th AF
Heritage Cenler " ..where more people would see it." Tucson
discussons and decisions could resove Donofrio's proposal;
3) Also ihere s the matter of a $1,000.00 donaiion 1o the 91st
BGMA from the Ame can l\lemoria Assoc at on oi St Nazaire,
France wh ch willcenain y be part oithe Tucson blsiness and
4) Bad and Good News: Vince A Hemmings, Tower Museum
Curator al Bass ngbourn has resigned hts more than double-
decade post - but pans Tucson Reunion attendance.

For rne. Tucson promises to be an enterlain ng and ntet-
esting reunion. Presently, promising attefdance, are:

322nd Sq
Boyce G enn & Lois (CO) and Ward, Fay & Lolla (TX)

323rd Sq
Jackman, Ed & Dorothy ( ND); Loper Howell B (FL); Murray,

Donad & Joanne (lL) and S vernail, Charles & Kaihy (TX)
324th Sq

Fa kenmayer, Charies & Francis (CO); Johnson, Asay &
Gloria (AZ); Leasure, Wilram & Dorothy (PA)t Schultz,
Chares & Francis (CO) and Youngblood, Rufus & Peggy (GA)

401st Sq
Beal, Donald (OH); De Bolt, Haro d & Dot (CA); DeBoy,

Peler & Thelma ([/D): Havelaar, Mar]on & Patsy (SD);
Johnson, Harold & Phyllis (CA); Lohoeler, Conrad &
Stephan e (CA); Lirnm, Pau & Jeanne (CA); Nlalkin, Rudy
& l,,ladeline (N4D); [,4cPart in, James H (TX); Pene, Aubin &
Jacqueline (CA) and Rheam, Michael & Arde le (PA).

441st Sq
Zellars, Edwin G (TX)

Others
Barnett, Ra ph: Donofrio, Frank G, AL (TN) and Hemmings,
Vincent A, AL (Enqland).

FINAL BITS AND PIECES
(Continued from Page 1)

vlNcE HEI I NGS, TOWER iIUSEUtl4 CURATOR (LEFT) DTBECTS
forner 323rd pilor chanes H sitvernait,s altention to a photo during
Silvemail's 1994 Toweriour, (p News.)

According lo Lugez. 90% of SajnlNazaire was destroyed
and the bombings caused many French as wei as AmeTican
casualtes. The museurn dispay wold help assure future
gererdtiors do ol lorget lhe odc+.as req-ireo by t-o Sain -
Nazair-" bombin.ls

The d sposit o-n of the "Associaton Du Nlemoia American's"
donaton will be discussed at Tlcson.

NOW THIS: The Greal SoLrthwestern Tour Company
Tucson, which has and is arranging the Tucson tours and enteF
tainnent, emphaszes its'phone number is 1-800-743-4933.
I\lore rniormaiion on reunion events and tours mav be obtained
oy p'orinq l_e aqen'V Boc J-es wl- 9.olos d-o .rore oe-ail
willbe sent upon request

Great Southwestem also ponts out that the Wed, Sept 25
optional GETACOUAINTED CIryTOUR, not ltsted on theApr
registration fonn, has drawn surprsing interest. Consequently,
tourtime has been set al2:00 to 4:00 pm. Those wishing to con-
fim reservations for it should phone as soon as posslbte The
tour provides a h story olTucson, 'lhe old pueb o'and an oppor-
tunity to vsit a Tucson historic honre.

Other potentai uses ol Great Soulhwestern's 800 nurnber
ncludel

1) Those plan.ing eary arivalor remaning afler the reunjon
dates should callior reqLr red add I onalinfonnation and arrange-
ments. Addit onaltouls are avaibble.

2) The lour company will assist callers wilh a dine reserva-
tions - lrom ticketing to checklng out carriers and schedu es.

3) Phone contact s advised f a guest has special needs -
such as diet restdclions. Accommodations wll be made to per
mi attendance and enjoyment of alactvities.

All the schedu ed tourc and act vities are luily accessible bV
wheelchair or walker. lf specia medcalequ pment s requ red a
call is advised so accomnrodation can be made.

Regarding the Sat, Sepl 28th LAD ES l\iflSStON AND
\OCALES l\,4EX|CO SFOPPING fOJF. paric pants a re .ovised
to "ave "d o.Iure lD s-ch ds a o.\er's licease lo-proorolcl-
zensh p." (AclualyloLrr group members'are tarely questtoned.)

FINALLY THIS: Plans at the Ho day llrn, pato Verde, 4ss0
So. Palo Verde Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85714, tocated ol{ lnlerslate
10, incude a completey stocked 91st BGMA PX. lncluded w l

be the latest items added by storekeeper '1st VP Roberl H
Fribdrnan and supplies of nine books, eight ofwhlch dealexclu-
svely with 91st BG(H) history

(Coniin!ed on Page 5)



MEDAL FOR METTLE NEVER SURE THING

OUILLA D REED, THE ALABAIMA TTG OF THE 323Td Sq'S SEAT"
TLE SLEEPER, was awa.ded a DFCior saving the lives of nine crew-
henbers d!ring WWlt. He discovered his award some 45 years later
by thumbinq lhrouqh service records he requested,

''lwas jusi doing whai lwasirained to do,lwas scared but lwas-
n t nervous. I did exactly whal I had been laught," he says.

Jokingly suggest ng then President Blsh might award it at
The White House, he was assured arrangements would be
sought. Reed quickly slopped his joking and settled on lhe
l\,4axwellAFB in l\,4ontgornery AL for the officia presentation.

The lolks al l\,4axwe " rolled oui lhe red carpet and Beed's
pany was treated ljke royalty.

"l didn't want anyone to know about ii untr afterthe presen-
talion. I sU couldnl believe I was go ng io gei it aiter a these
years " he's quoted in a '89 The Decatur Daiv article.

S nce receiving his beated DFC, Reed, wh le attending a
recent ROYSTON RALLY ROUND, was extensvey nter-
viewed and prominently pholographed lor THE NATONAL
GEOGFAPFIC's 'The Wings oi Wal' art c e nils'[/ar'94ed-
ton. I\,4ore recenty. survlv ng members of the fircl Dutch iami
ly to shelter him durng the war v slted him.

The Huntsv lle News, of Huntsville, AL, recorded in ts'Feb
25, 1995 edilon that he ielt lhat occason '\^/as very heart telt
and was lke having an old lamiv reunion."

An accompany ng pholo depicts hlm and atreasured Dutch
ilag.

LOUIS L BROWN
OUILLA D REED

T/SGT QUILLA D REED. THE ENGINEER ON 1/LT JOHN
R Steven's 323rd Sq's SEATTLE SLEEPER, did the rghlthing
on ihe 26 Nov'44Atenbeken, Germany raid beiore the plane
exploded over Ho and.

Just a bit shori of 45 years later (Nov T 7, '89) he received
his award 'a DFC Jor valor he showed when SEATTLE
SLEEPER fell.

Though deayed decoratons seem genera y lo be the prod-
uci of bungled records. Reed, an EX-POW, s partialy respon-
sible for his delayed DFC. Apparenty he did noi request h s
serv ce records until 1989.

Official response, however, was prompt. With n lhe same
year (1989) he rece ved a DFC.

The Decatur Da ly. a Decatur, ALdaiv, quotes h m in lhe fol-
lowing nranner regarding his 1989 receipt oi his records:

"l was just read ng and remembering. I i pped one sheet
and it sad Air Nledal with lhree clsters, another was the
European, Afrcan and N,4iddle Eastern Theatre ribbon wilh
three Bronze Stars, another was lor the campaign in France,
Norihern France and the Rhineland. The next said,
'Distnglrished Fyng Cross.' and I was shocked. I couldn't
be ieve t just read ii and read ii and read ii. I never knew t
has been awarded to me," Feed says.

Actually the award was authorized for h m in May 1945, six
monihs after he was shoi down. Durng those preceding
months. as an Evadee in Holland, he had padicipated ln res s-
tance warfare ior which, he tried to explain to ihe Dutch
lJnderground, he was not trained.

He still doesn't feel comiorlab e lalking aboul his rronths
with the ljnderground, according to a Nov 28, 1989 The
Decatur Da ly art cle

'Two or three people ost lhe r ives taking care oi me. lt's
only by the Grace of God and the good Dutch people thal L'm

a ive today," he says.
To th s day Reed doesn't know who recomrrended him lor

the DFC. However, when he called Rando phAFB, TX, he was
told he earned a DFC and was asked where he'd ke it to be
presenled.

LOUIS L BROWN, 401st, 20215 VILLAGE GREEN
DR, Lakewood, CA 90715, phone: 310-924-8169,
sent his '95 dues on A,4ay 2, 1995. Were I not ior a
notepad he used to request furlher iniormaiion

regarding "belated'awards of Air l/edals his dues payments
wold not now be an R/l item,Brown's short note, howevet,
carfies his /r'rteresl in overdue awatds, On his lourth rnissron
he was lhe BTG on ZLt Robert l/l Slane's 323rd Sq's 42 5714,
OR N, when they went down on "B ack Thursday," Oct 14, '43
over Schweiniurt. Germany,

n additon to Slane's TGer, Sgl Claude J Smith ofAR. one
other g1ster was KA that day. He was 1/Lt Harold R

Chrislensen, the 324th's COFN STATE IEFFOF S pilol. (His
damaged p ane and crew managed to return to Basslngbourn.)
A the oiher members oi Slane's crew became POWS with the
exception of 2/Lt Arthur G Foster, N, who evaded successfully.

Former 91st BGI\/IA Hstoran H ary "Bud'Evers'"Crash
Deta :" records lhe lollowing regarding Slane's down ng. He
and his crew ( nc uding BTG Brown) did not go down easly.

(Continued on Page 6)

ASSISTANCE FROM THE 91sI BGMA HELPED EDWARD
J Kerrin, the son of the 322nd Sq's KIA ZLl Edward H Tomer,
oblain a beatedA r [,,leda Jor his lalher last year

ln rep y to the 91st BGN4AS interest n the matler. LTC Laura
C Counts, USAF, sent Hisiorian Earl Pate. Jr "...new iniorma-
tion concerning the Army Air Force's WWll awards policy.'

Accotding to correspondence receved, recent research
has detemined "...l was iheArmyA r Force's policy lo make
an appropriate award to Anny Air Force personnel who had
been k led, shol down in action or taken prlsoner before
receiving a decoralion in recognition of acts pedormed ln aeF
ialflighi regardless oi the number of m ssions flown..."

l,4embers with documentation suppoirng entitlement to
never received awards should write: HO AFMPC/DPN.4AS,
Attn: Ch. Recog & Spcl Prgms DIV 550 C Streei Wesi Sle 12,
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4714.



B/GEN JAN,IES H [,4CPARTL|N (RET), FORI\4ER 401st SO
C/O, was amonq those who responded to Polish historan
[,4 cha] Mucha's request in early 1995 for inforrnation regard ng
lhe [,4ay 29, 1944 Posnan, PoLand raid.

lnc uded rn the prompt rep es he received from Mucha was
a surprise confiming Mucha's research and writrnq credentials.

The surprise was a copy ol lhe Polish avation magazine
'AEROPLAN" n whrch an 11 page article on'SHOO SHOO
BABY', wrtten by N4ucha, appears on pages 7 to 18. The arti
cle s generously illustraled with photos of SSB during the var-
ous stages of her careeT to her resioraiion al Dover, DE by the
512th l,'lilitary Airlifi W ng

l,lucha expressed partcu ar pleasure with h s contacl with
[,4cPartlin because l,lcPartlin and the 91st BG(H) ed the rad.
He wroie A,4cPart n heiound it slrange that thus farthe only afti-
cle conceming lhe rad wiih which he's iamiliar tells it "...frorn
the Po sh side only."

He would like io correct that deficency wiih a h story based
on matera ltom US, Gerrnan and Po sh sources.

Hes seeking to compile a compele list ideniifying all BTTS
and crew members parUcipat ng in the Poznan-Krzesiny raid

A personal recollect ons of anyone partic pating in that raid
aie welcomed. A painless way of slppyng data rs sending
photo-copes oidary enlries a ong with yourWW lName, Rank
and Sera NumbeT - providing the handwritjng is egbel

Ivucha's contact with l\/lcPair n, in addton to provd ng hinr
with general information, unearthed lhe fact that McPart n, fy-
ng'GENERAL KE' on the m ssion, was awarded an Oak Leai
Cluslerto h s DFC because of the m ssion's sLrccess.

[,4cPartlin. responding to Fl/l queres regard]ng Mucha's
research. rep|ed he finds it'...crazy how the past coni nues to
come alive after rnore than 50 yeals."

McPartlin aong with Col William T Hanna (Ret) who flew
Group Depuiy Lead on the rard, s pleased wlh the Polish sta-

SHOO SHOO BABY'S M]SSION RECOBD IN POLISH
(Continued on Page 5)
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..NIEZWYKTA SHOO SHOO BABY"_IN POLISH!

on SHOO SHOO Jedna z zai,g alaiacych na Shoo Shoo Baby na 1e nnei Fo{ecy
B 17G P erszy s2ereg (od lewel) W Robert Langlord (penvszy pttot)
Lynn L. Bostick (druq plot). Nlaurice A Bonomo (bonbader) Lawren
ce F. Syvesler (nawqator). Drlg szereg (od evr'el) HarryA. Soderberg
(s6rny stueec) George w Bogerl ldony sirzetec). Edward J Gatag
her Jr (tyny slr2elec). Chares Fl. Braman (radooperator Etdon H.
Hlghes lboczny slrzeec)iCha.es M Bor.hert (bo.zny stzee.)
Zdiece: Archiwlm Sa e Langlod va Laure Dck



WIDOW OF SSB PILOT
AIDED POLISH STORY

A STUDY OF MUCHAS
"Niezwykta historia Lataiacey
Forirecy Nazwanej 'Shoo Shoo
Baby"' article has revea ed one
91st BG[,4A informat on source
for the article is dependent. at
leasi, upon the widow of the late
W Robert Langiord, iormer40T sl
"SSB" and "PEACEI\ilAKER"
piot who ded in Oct 1992.

Langiord's w dow, Sallie, ist-
ed as a LileAssociale l\,4emberln
ihe 1995 Clsi BG[,4A DIRECTO-
RY suppied the data creditng her husband with piloting
"SSB" on ihree rads: the [,4ay 23 Saarbrucken, Nrlay 24
Berln and [,4ay 28, 1944 Desau, Gern]any missions. (On
N4ay 29, during the Poznan. Poand rad, battle danrage
iorced Lt Roberl Guenthels anding in Sweden which
ended "SSB'S" combal cateet)

Despite the Fi/l edilor's compete iLileracy regarding the
Polish language, a photo caption in IVlucha's magaz ne arr-
cle idenliiied three oi Langford's crewmen as survv ng 91st
BG[,4A members

They are: Edward J Galagher, Jr, Ph a PAr Eldon H

Hughes, Stockrdge. GA and Chares l\4 Borched, Odessa,
TX. A Mrs Ann Braman, oi Sequin, WA, llsled as an
Associate Liie member in the presenl9lsl BGMA D rectory.
may be the wdow of Chades B Braman. also lsted as a
crew member in the caption beneaih the Langford crew
pholo appearing e sewhere in this aiiicle.

The Polsh publicaton's caption pefra ning to Langford's
crew plcture dentiies him as "(pierwszy pilol);" Gallagheras
"(tyyn slrze ec)i' Brarnan as'(radiooperator);" Hughes as
"(boczny sirzelec)" and Borcherl as "(boczny strezelec).'

The B/l's 'lranslat on" of the above s obvious regard ng
Langiord (Firsl Ploi) and Braman (Radio-Operator). h

seems reasonabe to assume Gallagher was the crew's (BT
gunne4 while Hughes and Borchert are idenliied by the
Polish equivalent of (Gunner). Corrections to the lorego ng
'translatons are we corned

The Pril is deepy indebted to the 91st BGIV]A members
whose cooperaiion, by making Mucha's Polish research in
91st BG(H) hslory produciive is resulting n the spreading
of portons of our proud pasl nto a possiby new area -
anolher Joreign languagel

RepoTts on cont nuing cooperation wilh Mucha's May 29,
1944 Poznan, Poland raid history prolect by 91st BG(H) par'
licipants are encouraged. Needless to say. conlributions by
survivors of 91st BGMAers ke Salje Langford, whose pride
n her husbands 91st BG(H) senTrce is obvious, are appre-
clated and encouraged.

NIEZWYKTA...IN POLISH!
(Continued from Page 4)

listics suppled by N/ucha. (Hanna inita y tipped 91st BGN,4A

readers off on Muchas project in the Apr'95 Fi/l edtion.)
Desple hea\,y target damage, ground casualtjes wete

exceedinglv lq[L according to l\,4ucha. (The Focke-Wulf plant
and airlield at Kzesiny, suffered 85% destruciion - only one
bu d ng escaped damage.)

ln one of his leiters to McPartlin. Mucha announces the
receipt of a'lantaslc book bought in London, Engand. lt is
'PLANE NA'\IESAND FANCY NOSES. The 91st Bomb Group
(Hea\,y)' by Bay Bowden.

'The book s wondefluL," he says while nol ng lvlcPart in also
coniributed to thai history

Thosewshing to conlribute to [,4ucha's Poznan Raid - Polish
research and wriling may do so by wrlt ng: IVr l\,4ichal i\,4ucha,

AL, WIELKOPOLSKA43, 60-603 POSNAN, POLAND.

FINAL BITS AND PIECES
(Continued from Page 2)

Potentialbuyers perusng the books willbe abetoco ect h^/o
auihols signatures. [,4arion H Have aar, author oi the recenUy
released THE RAGGED IBREGULARS OF BASSINGBOURN
and Roger W Arrnstrong, author of a "special Reunion Edition"
of USATHE HARDWAY w I be present.

Being offered at speclal reunion prices are Ray Bowden's
TALES TO NOSES OVER BERLIN and Afl Homing's lN THE
FOOTSTEPS OF A FLYING BOOT. Honing has generousy
donaled the copies ava able at the reun on to the 91si BG[,4A.
Funds from the sale of his reviewerc' praised book are sched-
uled ior the assoc al ons' treasury.

THE F/I IS PAFITICULARLY INDEBTED TO B/GEN JAMES H MC

Parllin (Rel) who provided ii with a copy ot the Polish ftagazine
''AEROPLAN" lealuring extensive {albeil incomprehensible 1o mosl
of us) covehge of the 401st Sqs "SHOO SHOO BABY'now
enshrined ar the A'r Force Museum at wrighr Palrerson AFB. oH,

McParllin, who plans to atlend the Tucsonj AZ Feunion, is shown
wiih lellow "Early Bird' 9lsters in a linally found photo on the rjghi,
laken bylhe edilor during lhe Sepl'94 OKC, OK 91si BGIMA Nalional

L-B are: EX-POW and Early Bird" g1sier Norman L ThomPson,
Macon. GA; 401st Firsi Sgt John lrak, Jr, Crown Point, lN; NtcPartlin,
TX and H Y Quailes, Col!mbus, MS, anolher "Early Birder" who was
wounded whilellying wilh Capl Eanes crew.



HUMPHRIES' FAMILY RECORD
VOLUMES OF 91st HISTORY

TH]S ACKNOWLEDGE.
ment of Col Bert W Humphries'
(Ret, USAF) T,388 page (four
volumes) comp lalion of 322nd
Sq operaiions lrom 7 Nov 42
to 31 Dec '44 is extremey
belaled. Hopefu Ly lhe delay
wil be forglvable f a ong over-
due rev ew of h s amaz ng con-
tribution to 91sl BG(H) history
lollows in the Oci 1996 R/1.

For the ptesenl, some
explanatory copy regard ng
Humphries' prodig ous pro-
ject should stimulate 91st
BGllAers' interest n hls four
vo umes entitled. "Tll\/lES

MEDAL FOR METTLE
'Co"ri1r.o'ro.r Page 3/

"...one engine was lost and the orygen system shot out
over the target bul the 817 returned to the formation. After 45
minutes 12 German fighiers attacked and knocked out No 3
and 4 englnes. The pilol made an emergency anding nearthe
rnain raiway ine..."

The embem appearng with this article and other data
included on Brown's stalionery ind cates he's ihe Treasurer of
the 'BLACK THURSDAY OCT 14. 1943 Second Schwe nlurt
Mernorial Assocation." Any 91st BGMAeT nterested in more
detais orwishing to contrbute 10 the record oi that memorable
batt e may have a new exce lent contactt EX-POW Lous L
Brown, a felow 91st BGMAer, whose address and phone
number appear in the first paragraph of th s artrce.

817 RESTORAIION
(Conllnued lrom Page 8)
'.. and they a lwork "

The "BAD NEWS" artice conc udes with:
'He (Lacey) hopesto have h s a rcraft restored in fourorive

years, when t w ll be the centerpiece lor h s museum/confer
ence centerlhat will probably be built irl less than half that lime.
His idea s thal eventua y he rn ght place the o d p ane on a
revolv ng plalfom.

"Lacey's resiaurani currently holds 'Operaton Recall' on the
frsl l\londay each month. He nvires veterans of VVW I to come
and te I their stores, wh ch he records on v deo tape for iuture use.

"So, ifyou're travelllng near Portland. Oregon. you wou d do
well io stop oif at lvilwaukie and have a look round ai Lacey's
Bomber Restaurantl lt sure sounds I ke an inteTest nq place."

9lSTERS BIGGEST GROUP
AT FLORIDA BTH AFFAIR

SEATED, FFONT ROW, L-F: cEOFGE HARRIS - 322nd: STEVE
Petri - 323rdi Harry Kool - 323rd and Bi Uphotf. 324th.

L-n, rear:John Hamner4olsti Nelson Hellecki Bitl lngham-4o1si;
George ParmenteF322nd; Foy Fratz-4olsl and George Wood-322nd.

The eleventh member of the tine tlrnout tailed to report for ihe
photo and his ideniity was mis-laid.

AN INDICAT ON OF 91st BGI/Aers' ENTHUSIASNI RE-
garding reunions surfaced at the May 25, 1996 Forida
Chapterofthe 8th AFHS Semi-Annual Reunion atthe Double
Tree Guest Suites n Ft Lauderdale, FL. Eleven glsters
aftended - making them the largesi altending group by far.

OF OUR LIVES" (An Autobiography).
Humphries, one ol the 322nd Sq's Operat ons Ofiicers,

kept an extensive y deta led d ary which he used 10 wrte h s
autobiography. Orginaiy intended lor a very imiled audi-
ence (his iamiy) he has decided to make h s historica data
availab e to the public despite an obvous obstacle. His
detai packed books are too bigl He emphasizes he has no
ntent of profting from hls fam ly project.

H s account oi his service dflers from other histores
because he includes all facets of the 322nd's operations
wlth which he deat not just the rnulua y mernorab e
moments. (Examp e: H s frantc phoning to Cambrdge, to
contacl an "absent" p lot scheduled to lly 'in the e ement
leaded'position on an evenluaily scrubbed Oct 30, '43 mis,
s on to Ge senkirchen, Germany, is duly recorded - a ong
with the arrival of the 43rd leiter from h s wife, EmiV.)

Anyone interested pr marily in new deta ls perta ning io
mrssion participaton by the 322nd can read ly fnd il. Al
rnaterial appears chronolog cally. Cornpleted missions are
headed: ,,BATTLE JOURNAL INPUT.' with ,'Aeri,, and
"[,4iss on" numbers and 'Targei" following.

t a "BATTLE JOURNAL INPUT" s iollowed by 'None"
oiher operai onal matters are dealt with. (His 1 Ocl '43 entry
includes the larnent " ..ouT Group has the lowest overall rat-
ng ollhe nine groups in lhe lstAir Division." A later entry
records the 91st BG(H) as having rlsen to the No 2 spol in
overall rat ngs.)

Hurnphdes has generous y donated a sei of his 8i/. x 11
page spira bound, heavy plastc overlay covered books to
ihe 91st BG[,4A. PresenUy in the possess]on ol lhe editor, the
books are dest ned lor a permanent pace n the associaton.

ln the meantime he has arranged an innovative degree
of accessib ly to his work. Access to Microfilrn No
1598375, deallng with Humphres four volumes, may be
oblained n the io lowlng manner:

Check your Telephone Book's Yellow Page's "Churches"
sectjon for "The Church o{ Jesus Christ oi Latter Day
Saints" (LDS) and inquire where the nearest LDS "Stake"
Church s located. Normally, a'Slake" Church is equipped
with a Genea ogica Library, 35 mm view ng machines and
a 35 mm printing machine that may be used.

(Conlinued on Page 7)

BEFT W HUMPHRIES



JlolDo! Pinqg
(Conlinued {rom Page 8)

a dApF. LEFoy B, 322-d, to5o w l,4iodteror Dr 16,

Washington, UT 84780-1303, I/ay 1, 1996 of a hean atack.
Hare, then a N/ajor, was the pilot of the 322nd's MIAN O'
WAR ll when, during the Nov 2.'44 l\/lerseburg, Germany
raid, the 91st BG(H) ost 13 planes. Hare's pane, afler
bombing, was downed by FW 190 hils n its right wing and
tail also destroyed communications wthin the plane. Fire
developed in the bomb bay as /AN O'WAR roled over on
ts back and spun down lorm 28,000 ft. Dur ng the descent
the tai assembly came off. Hare and three oi his cTew suT-
vved as POWS. He later served n Japan with the Nationai
GuaTd as a Commander oi the A r Divis on.

After his d scharqe he owned and operaled a Camari lo.
CA Chevron Staiion. He subsequently moved lo Bass Lake
CA where he headed the waier company.

He s survived by his widow, He en. numerols chidren.
26 grandchildren and one great grandchid in addlion to
numerous siblings.

Reported by E Robed Kelley of Central Valley, CA who
irained wth Hare and few across the Atlantic in the same
o a^e {ill' h n Io lLerr 322n0. 9lst BGrl'r dos,gnrre_is.' O Hapr, BEPNAqD p, 40,s. 1945 Odaodte AV, w Sr.
Pau, MN 55118-4652, Apr 2, 1996 aller a four year llness.
He was an eng neeT, entrepreneur and humanitarian - he
also invented the p aslic carr er for s x-packs of soda/beer. A
navigator during the war, he was shot down on h s thirteenth
mission after s!ruiving three crash landings n England. He
was inlerned n the Obermassle d hospital before beng
repdtriated. He is survved by ihree daughlers, their mother,
five grandchidren and a sister. Reported by Dave Dah berg
of the 8th AF Historical Soc ely and the Jlne 1996 EX-POW
BULLETLN,

a KUND|G, HENRY NI,4008 Vascondia St, Tampa, FL
33609 at age 79. Kundig moved from I linois 10 Tarnpa in '62.
Belired lrom the Sun Bank and Firemans' Fund lnsurance.
he is survived by his w dow Betty. three sons, lour daugh-
ters, 16 grandchildren and three grealgrandchildren.
Bepoded by 323rd L[,'l Howe I B Loper who c osed h s reporl
with.'See vou in Tucson.'

I culronro. on-aNDo lv ( -on-ier, 40 sr. L[,4. r5l
SW T26th Av, Fori Lauderdale, FL 33325 ai age 76 after a
ong lness, Puntorno, a TTG, downed four EA and earned
a Purple Hearl among other honors dLrring h s 91st BG(H)
service. During the initial 8th AF [,4ar 6, '44 Bedin raid he was
a member of l/Ll Paris R Co eman's crew when theiT plane
blew-up after a fighter atlack. Puntorno and live otheT cTew
mernbers suryived as POWS. I\,4edica prob ems stemming
from his POW lime were responsible lor his 1979 move from
New Jersey to Fort Lauderdale- FL.

He survived by his widow, Vera, two daughters, eight
g'andcl idran and e g_L great-grdnoch ldren.

A lorewarded obtuary records Puntorno was drafted
when h s wife waslhree monihs pregnant. Until his ret!rn his
i rst born daughler was syslematca ly shown a photo of her
abserit father by her molher. At f rst sighi of hlm after his
evenlual Teturn hs first born three year old daughter.
Virginia, raised her arrns and sa d, "My Daddy."

"lt was lusl the most beautiful sioht," Vera Puntorno is
quoied in the obituary.

O sptcen, GARLAND H, LTc, 324ih. LtM, Ri T, Box
172, Mnetal, Vl^23117-9534, Nov 9, 1995. Reported by his
son, Gar and H Spicer. Jr

a TAY-OR. pltl-.p F.323-0. L\,4 1t-7 t.i.r.y wdy.
Tub ock. CA95380. Sept 8, 1995 at age 73. His widow. Judy,
responding to the rece pt of the 9Tst BGNIA sympathy card
malllng, sa d her husband enjoyed receiv ng 'your bu let ns"
and he "...wou d be gratefll to all oi you for remembering
him.' She closed wilh, "Best wishes to a I oi you fe lows and
(your) w ves '

a WEAVER. ELMIR. ,!Ot.l. DO Bo\ 4i49. pagold
Lake. CO 81157, Aug 14. 1995 in his sleep. Repode-d by
Warren J King, Elwood City, PA who Temembers Weave as
a wast gLrnneT and hs assistanl radio operalor whie he,
King, was lhe Tadio operator on Milard Jewetts crew. A
memory the two shared was surviving the Oct I 43Anklarn.
Germany raid wilh former 91s1 BGM Histor an Hiary "Bud"
Evers' crew Weaver and K ng subsequenily became mem-
bers of Robert Roberis' crew and concluded most oi their
tours on GENERAL lKE.

News ol Weavefs dealh was sent to K ng by Weaveas
widow. I\,4arion. in a Christmas card noie

tf wersH, JATMES H, JB, 401s1. 3402 paxlon Av
Tampa, FL 33611, Jan 29, 1996. A co-p tot, his pane was
downed over the French coast Apri 27, 1944. A lie member
of ihe EX-POWS, he is survived by his wife, Pauline.
Reported bV t'e J-ne '9c6 EX-oOW BJLLETIN

O wrtir-e. BE\ W. 40- c-. 2034 Wooo\ Dr. Bi i:ngs.
MT 59102, Sept 9. 1995, age 74. Wh tt e flew 35 missions
On the Nov 2, 1944 l\,4erseburg mssion he downed a FW
109 for which he was awarded a DFC.

A Llle Member ol the 91st BGMA, he enjoyed reunons -
particularly ihe 1984 Co orado Springs reunion which was
ahended by the seven survving rnembers of hls crew. head-
ed by his former piot, John Ondrovc.

A l\,4ason and VFW member, he was an avid hunter and
fisherman throughout his ife. He retred lrom Hines Motor
Supply in Bozeman, MT where he was a supervisor for 39
years. He is sLrrvived by h s wjdow, lris Lee, two daughters
and sons- n-law lwo grand-daughters, one great grandson
and many other c ose telatves.

FAMILY RECORD
(Contir]ued irom Page 6)

Ask lhe libraran lo arrange an "lnterlrbrary Loan" with the
Head Famiy H story Library in Salt Lake City, Ulah to make
the reierenced M croiilm rol availabie to you for two weeks al
an approximate cost ot $2.50-

You'Te welcome to view the illm on their 35 mm Readers;
aso copies may be made of any se ected pages on their 35
mm Printers at a cost oi l5 cents per page.

The ibrary stafi w ll he p you get started - just askl
Humphries' personal project is now an imposing add ion

to 91st BG(H) history As ihe news ol ts existence spreads tt
is certain many Juture wriiers and researchers wil find ii a
unrque and unmatched source of one 8th AF Sq's da ly acliv-
itres. The R/l's Oci 1996 atempl to adequatety describe
Humphrres' contribution. hopeiuly, will do him justice.

PRESEBVE OUR PROUD PAST



B17 RESTORANONPLANNED
NEARPORTLAND. OR

SINCE JULY '95 TWO FLYABLE B17s WERE DAI\i|AGED
whr'e anoino o'rax irg.

NINE'O-NINE'S replica landed on one wheel at the Karl
Stefan l,4emoria Airport ai Norfolk, NE on Ju]y I 1995.

Another 817, with'[,lEMPHlS BELLE' emblazoned on its'
nose and owned by former 100th BG(H) pi ot Dav d Tallchet,
received extensive damage when t struck a bullding wh le
taxi ng for takeoff at the Fayettvil e, NC airport in Nov '95.

The R/l has no furiher informat on to ift the g oom regard-
ng prevaiinq proqress pertarninq to the restoration of the
above planes - with one exceplion.

Another 817 owner has declared he wil restore a B17G
he bought back in '47 for $13,750 as "war surplus" to fying
conditionl ncluded n his plans is a rnuseum to house it and
other WWll aircrait.

This refreshingly good news comes from the April 96 ed -
tion oi "BAD NEWS," the BAD 2 Assoc alion's New Caslle.
DE newslelter and the "CLACKAMAS REVIEW,'a county
newspaper near Portland, oR whose distribulion area
includes M lwauke, OR (site oithe planning Bl7 restoration)
not many m les south of Portland.

A MrAd Lacey, owner and manager of Lacey's BOMBER
RESTAURANT, used his $13,750 B'17 to attract customers
since "way back."

ln an nterview wiih a 'CLACKAI,4AS REV EW" reporter

THE IIIAY 1996 EDITION OF "3O6Ih ECHOES.' THE 3O5TH BG
HistoricalAssociation s quarterly pubticalion, caried this photo of a
817 being removed from its nearly 50 year perch atop a gas station in

Thecaplionslaledlhalif theownerscan raiseenoughmoneyover
the nexi severalyears lhe pl€ne willbe restored toltying condition. h
was acquired at Ahus, OK in Juty 1947 and is now housed in Aurola,
OR where restoration is planned.

Availabledala indicatesthere are some 30 91st BGtlrA Oregon res-
idents, The F/lwould appreciare contirmaiion of its assudprion that
the pictured plane and the plane reponed upon by "BAD NEWS", in
lhe accompanyjng article, are the same,

he said after the plane was flown lo ils presenl s te. "...the
engines were fil ed with o l, and even after 48 years yo! can
st I turn three oi them by hand."

Accord og to the'BAD NEWS" ariicle, he even has altlhir-
leen.50 Calbre machine guns (ConUnued on page 6)

THE RAGGED IRREGULAR

jt'l\\]ri'i*i!|.!m,h'|dnonF+rhr,+:

9Tst BG IVlernorial Assn.
590 Aaha Dr.

Lake Havasu City. AZ 86403

FOBWARDING AND ADDRESS
CORFECTION REOUESTED

JFolDrD 19inqs

I nrrelt, t.,taatOru r,4o1st, Odessa, TX, N/ar 19 1996
ol a heart atiack at age 73. A len, relired bus nessman and
former SHOO SHOO BABY crewman, on y learned of the
91st BGI\,4A recenty. Reporled by Edwin G Zellars, a 441st
Sub Depoi vet, who along wth former 4oTster Charles IV

Borchert. contrbutes consderable vo unteer work to the
Confederate Air Force located at the o d N,,lidland Air F e d
near Odessa. TX.

O cnRL]sre, JoHN DYER,322nd, Houston, TX, N4er

7, 1996. A Houston Chronicle obiluary dentilies Carlisle as
a "322nd Sq pilot." 91st BGMAeT John B Haus, 323rd, aso
oi Houston, submitled ihe lengthy obiiuary with a note that

FIRST CLASS MAIL

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVE!

though there's no present record of CarlisLe's membersh p
,,, 'someone should remember h m.

Carlsie, survved by an extens ve family, was an attorney
who was, for a time, a udqe

I cnnrec. orVr--e 1 J24t-, po Box 634,
C eveland, OK 74020-0634, Apr 8, 1996. Carter was a 91sl
BG(H) "Early Bird". His service incuded TG duty on the
|\,4EMPH|S BELLE. The petroleum industry provided hrnr
wth a var ed career ti hs retirement in'79 afierwhch he
enjoyed fishlng, gardening and travel. He s survived by his
Dec 6, '45 bride, Roberta and an extended family includlng
three great grandsons.

(Contnued on Paqe 7)


