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POSTHUMOUS AIR MEDALAWARDED 322nd's TOMER
AN A R NIEDAL AWAITED 2/LT EDWARD H TOMER.

322nd Sq CP. upon his complet on of his first five m ss ons.
Unfortunately, Tomeas fifth mssion was the Oct 9, 1943
Anklam, Germany rad.

Because Tomer. a member of one ol the f ve 9T sl planes
downed that day, did not complete hls flfth mission. the Air
[,4edal awating him was never awarded.

Belore his son, Edward, now an Assoc ale lvlember of the
9l st BGI\,4A. was born. Tomeas widow, h s bride two months
earier, receved a Purpe Heart along with noiilication lhat
her husband and her son's faiher had been K A.

Subsequent nrarriages by Tomeas widow resu ted n

adoptron and change of h s son s iamlla name from Tomer
to Kerrin. Ony when he was wel into maturity did Kerrin
become aware his biologlcal father, Tomer, was KIA n WWll
before he, Keftin. was born,

Once no longer sh eded from the wounds oi wat enduted
by iam y survVors. Kerr n determined to earn as much aboui
his KIA iather as poss ble Armed wiih h s sur name Toner,
Kerr n located his lathers grave in Calfornia.A rnodest mi tary
tombstone listed him as a menrber of the'322nd Bomb Sq.'

Kerrin, by then a competent privale invest gator, contacl-
ed the 8th AFAssociaton which denlifed the'322nd Bomb
Sq" as part of the 91st BGIH).

Ailer obtaining that invaluabe niormaton. Kerrin. ailer
inf uent al pol tical interest proved unproductive, conlacted
tlre 91st BGI\,4A

Contact with former 91st BG[,4A Hisloran Hiary "Bud"
Evers. and present Historian Earl Pate, Bicen (Ret) ens!ed.
Requested Evers' monumental 'Doc!mentary on the 91st
Bomb Group (H),8ih Ar Force" coniirmed Tomels 91st
8G(H) seruice and Oct9, 43death. Earyon in hs research
Kerrrn quesiioned h s father's ine igibiily lor an A r Medal
and posed the quest on lo 91st BGIIA Histor an Pate.

Wise in the ways oi miLitary bureaucracy, Pate wrole to
Gen lvlerrilA NlcPeak. IISAF Chiei of Staff.

One subsequent response from Laura C Counts, LTC
USAF, Rando ph Air Force Base, TX, announced'new nfor
malion concernjng lhe Army Air Force s WWll awards po i-
cy.'Authorlzation oi 2/Lt Edward H Tomeas posthlmous
cilatlon and an Air Meda were soon seni lo Pate for pre-
sentation by the 91st BGMA.

S nce McClellan AFB. CA ls the nearesl base to Kerrin's
home, atrangements were made there. lnclement weather
thwarted a scheduled parade. rev ew and a reception at lhe
base Aviation IVuseum.

Over tifly years after h s latheas death and years afler
Kerrin earned the identity of his biolog caL father, Kerrin was
presented with his lathels poslhumous Air [,4edai award by

EOWARD J KERNIN DISPLAYS THE IIIEDALS AWARDED HIS FA.
lher, Edward H Tomer, who was KIA in 1943, Ke in's mother, Audrcy
Banks, holds a cherished pholo ot her firsl husband.

Slst BGN/A Hstoran Earl Pate on Aprii 28, T995.
Assoc ation Pres dent Haro d E Johnson, present at the cer
emonies, deslgnated Pate to make the award because of h s
extensive parlic pation n the work preceding it.

Belore making the award Pate thanked the [,4cole lan
AFB o"ic,as a_d perso_nel 'or 'osln9 lhe co'ero'r e9.
Tomer's citaiion. read by Pate.lollowsl

CITATION
For meriloious achievement while participating in sustatned

bamber conbal aperations avet Germany and German occu
pied countries. The courage, caolness and skil displayed by Lt
Edward H Tomer upon these occasians reflecl great credit
upon himself and the Armed Forces of the Uniled Slales.

Atter recelvino h s father'sAir l\,4eda from Pate, Kerrin sin
cerely thanked Col Christopher F Russo, the olfcers and
men of [,4cClellan AFB and the 91sl BGMA ior pariicipating
in and contributing 1o the honor bestowed upon his father.

(Cont nLred on Page 2)



AIR MEDALAWARDED
THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

BY HAROLD E JOHNSON

BELATED AWARDS

(Contnled from Paqe 1)

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT I\,4ANY OF OUR [,4EMBEBS
are due a never awarded nredal. And, l'm sure, a I out mem-
bers share the sat sfacllon I feel that our assoc at on p ayed
such a bg part n the award of a posthumols Ar Medal to
KIA 322nder Edward H Tomer.

The mere annoLrncemeni of Tomers pending award n

the Jan 95 R/ slfied sgnficant response. lmmediate y
ava lable to me ate teports of two membets who, since the
war, have been awarded DFCs. Richard Hallberg. Sr.
323rd, N [,4uskegan, N/1. recently received his DFC from the
'Dept of the AE Bandotph AFB, TX ' Oui la D Reed, 323rd,
Decatlr. AL. receved hs on Nov 17 1989. Aso Louis L
Brown. 401s1. Lakewood, CA, downed on hs foufth mis,
s on. seeks be aled award information

I must po nt out that Tornet s award was not a te axaiion
of qua ilicat ons. Tomer was downed just five days before
Oci 14, 1943, "Black Thlrsday." The loss of 30 percent of
8th AF planes over Schwe nfod cance led flghls deep nto
Germany for six months unti fighler escort was possibie.
Therefore present AF award thinkng takes nto account
"Ear y B rders' I ke Tomer flew in more dead y iimes.

An offcal Dept of the AF etter authorzng Tomeas
award says, '.-.We learned that lt was the AAF'S po icy to
rnake an appropriate award to AAF personnel who had
been k I -ad, shot down n acl on or taken pr soner belore
receiving a decoralion n recogniton ol acts performed n
aet al I ghl regatdless af the number af missians flown..'

Unfortunately lhe 91st BGIVA is not able to d rectly inter
vene in every quest ior overdue decorations. The efforts
that former associaton H slorian Hiary "Bud' Evers and
present H storian Earl G Pate. Jr plt into procur ng Tomer s
posthumols award were prodigious. (Pate, rghtfu y hon
ored to be paft of the Tomer ceremonies, stl persists in
protest ng Evers'contr bution eclipsed his )

For the present I can only say past H stor an Hilary "Bud'
Evers'310 page DOCUMENTARY ON THE 91st BOMB
GROUP(H) BihAlR FORCE, 1942-45 safo!ntalnollnlor-
nnat on for lhose who need to dig nlo9lstBG(H) past. H s
book s availab e through our PX.

As lor those who have proper doclmentation, l,rledal
Award requests sho!ld be sent to:

HO A FI\,4 PC/ D P IVIAS

Attnr Ch, Recog & Spcl Prgms D v
550 C Slreet West Ste 12

Randolph AFB TX 78150 4714

As always. things can become comp icaled. lt s hoped
other 91si BGMAers who were successfu ntheir ndivd!a
post war medal awards w ll w llngly share their approach
w th the rest of us either by rep ying to personally received
requests from other members or nto supp ied to The R/ .

ln the meanlime remember my phone number s: 209-
477-4071. Every eifort wil be made to resolve the gTst

BGMA inquiry or problem rece ved.

B/GEN EAFL G PATE (FET), THE 9IsI BGMAs HISToFIAN, wAs
given lhe honor of presenting KtA 322nd Cp Edward H Tomer's son,
Edw.rd J Kerrin. sirh nis tathers poslhumous Air Ntedot award. pate
llew lrom Hendersonville, TN lo Catitornia lo mate the awaro beto'e
an audience oi Nlcolettan Air Force Base personnet,

Col Russo. represent ng [,4aj Gen John F philips.
SacTamento Ar Log stlcs Center ClO opened the cere
monies n the audilor ur. ol the Ofi cers Club with pra se for
the 91st BG[,4A.

His opening comments also included high ights oi the 91st
BG(H)s h story. H s aud ence, most ol whom were born after
WWll, earned lhat 2/Lt Edward H Tomer was paJ.t ol the Blh
AFGroLrp wh ch sustained the highestcasuates theirstgth
AF Group to ily 100 msstons and the Bth AF Group whch
had to assume the mssion lead in the Oct 43 Schwe nfurt
m ssion, one of the greatest aer al batt es n h story.

Whie reviewing the 91st BG(H)s proud past, Co Rlsso
pointedy prased Pres Johnson, H storan Pate and a I 91st
BGlvlAers lor their patr otsm, support of the USAF and past
seTvice to ther country. Beiore turnng the stage over to
Pate, Russo made ceTtan hs predominanty poslWWl
born aud ence was enhghtened about the N,4EivlPH S BELLE
ANd NINE.O.NINE.

Pau Lrmnr, among ihe 91st BGMAers attend ng the cer
emon es, said RLrsso s speech wolld have he ghtened the
pride of any lstener who served n the 91st BG(H) - and is a
91st BGMA member.

'Actualy Limm says. 'anymore and it would have been
embarrassing.'

At a luncheon followng the award ceremones Past pres
Tony Monlalvo represent ng Pres Johnson, Tnade aformalpre
sentalon ol the Purple Heart and the accompanying clation to
the former Mrs Tomer (Now N,4rs Banks. she had received a
Purple Heart and Citaton pertaining lo Tomefs death through
lhe mail in 1943 Since WWll conditions compe ed curtai ment
of honors and ceremon es. the 91st BG[/A was p]eased to be
able to make a more senstive presenlation.)

Mernbers of the 9Tst BGIIA attending the ceremonies
inc uded Pres Haro d E Johnson and wife, Phyl is; Hislor an
Pate: Past Pres [,4onta voi Ed and Blanche Ah-Tve and Pa!l
and Jean e Lirnm



DAYTON. OH CONTROL TOWER
OPEN TO PUBLIC MAY 26 Hoffman admits that the 91st BG(H) contingent wasn't an

mpressve tuTnout considering some 350 lormer AF veter
ans. their wives, families and iiiends braved the unseason
abLe lemperature during the outdoor ceremony.

Althorit es n charge ol the ceremonies, not wish ng to
eave lhe mpresslon that the 91st BGMA was the sole
sponsor ol the WWI control tower rep ica, arranged for the
remova ol Hoilman's banner. When refiroval activty threat
ened to destroy h s hand crait Hoffman protested. He was
subsequently allowed to persona ly d smantle and preseTVe

it for potenl al future association use.
The Dayton Daly News, Apr 23, 1995 edtion carred a

engthy column on ihe cerenon es which Hotfman subm t
ted to the R/ .

The iower replca s a gft from the 8th AF l\,4useum
[,1emor a Foundation.

One hundred simi ar lowers were buit by the BAF and 60
01 them slll stand in England, Ear Bowen, the USAF
Museum's chief of operations. says.

A spec a d splay of br cks from the remain ng towers s
bu lt nlo an interior wal in lhe museun's replica ocated
near the USAF [/useum entrance.

"The iwo-story lower wh ch s iopped by a glass obser
vallon 'qreenhouse,' s now beinq iurnlshed wlth elecltonic
and meteorologlcal equipment. maps, ammuniUon lare
guns, Iurnilure and olher crca Word War ll items.

Visilors wil be ab e lo lolr lhe jnside beoinn nq N,4av 26,
when inlerior renovallons are compeie. the Dayton Daiy
News adicle concluded,

oa-lrcpari-g por'nen.l! ar Ie dedca.on ce ero-ies
were: Pres John Green Wood. 8th AF ,4[/F: VcePresFred
Dundas, 8th AF MN/F; Dr R chard Ha lion, the AF H slor an;
Rchard L Uppstrom, Dir, USAF [,4useum; LTC David
Broyles, BB ABW Chapan; and Bob Bobbtt. Master of
Ceremonles and members ol the VFW Post 3283

DAYTON, OH RESIDENTS, MABVIN C HoFFMAN, FORIVIER 323rd SQ
TG and POW and fomer 40lsl Sq cP and Pow Oick Dempsey repte.
senled the 9lst BG(H) al lheApr 22.1995 dedicalion ol the Daylon, oH
Air Force Mlseum ConlrolTower Attendance by olher 91st BGMAers
was curlailed bylhe presenceolan unseasonably owwind chilllactoi

ALERTED BY PAUL Lll!,41\,4, THE 91st BG[,4As BIG NEWS
source, thatthree 91st BG(H)veterans planned to atiendThe
Air Force [,4useum Control Tower Dedjcaton celemony at
Dayton. Ohlo on Apr 122, 1995, associaton Sec/TIeaAsay B

Johnson took prompt aclon to ensure the gTst would be
'approprately recognized as part ol the 8th AF Program.'

Johnson coniacted lvlarv n C Hotfman. lormer 323rd Sq
TG, one of lhe three 91st BGMAers Limm sad p anned atten
dance and asked him to cover the event for lhe assoc aton.
Hoiiman's Dayton, OH res dency and his wrjiing and pub sh
ing of a should-be-read (andwi be revewed) accountof hs
war merfor es ol the en isted segment of Mcconnell's crew
made him a natura cho ce forJohnson s reqLrested coveTage

Enco!rag ng Hoflmans acceptance of the assignment
was an accompanying rna ing of three '92 l/emph s, TN
Reu. on 91st BGNIA caps and name tags. Johnson sent
lhem lor wear to help 's ngle out Hoflman and other 91st
BGlvlAers at the ceremonies.

Tho!gh Johnson's request ior coveTage provided ittle
1 me for preparat on, Hotiman coniacted and obta ned six
rnore attendance comm tmenis from oiher members.

Feelng a conl ngent of at least n ne former 9Tst BG(H)
veterans was s!flicient ior recogn iion as part ol the 8lh AF
program, he prepared a "91st BOI\,48 GROUP' banner and
erected t near the to be dedlcated Bth AF Tower belore the
lorma ceTemon es,

Unlodunaiely, wealher. which often d srupled war-tme
plannnq, also wrecked Holfman s. Only one other 9Tst
BGIvlAer, iormer 401st Sq CP and POW Dick Dempsey of
Dayton, OH jojned h m at the Air Force Museum Control
Tower Dedicallon. (A 45 degree temperature and 20 degree
chiliactor detefied many potental aitendees who anlicj-
pated snril ng spr ng weather.)

EXPECTING ALAFGER TUBNOUTOF 9lst BGiIAeTSATTHE DAY-
ton, OH Conlrol Tower Dedication. Hotfman crealed and erected lhis
approprialeproplortheanlicipaledensuing pholography.Aulhorities
in-charEe ot the ceremonies requesled iis removal because ils pres
ence may have suggesied lo lhe seneral public that lhe 91st BGMA
contribuled a disproporlionate share lo the memoiial.

NEWEST LIFE MEIVBERS
HARRY GERON, Anchorage, AK

JOHN HOWLAND,324th, Ca.thage, TX
GEORGE L WOOD, 322nd, Ocalo. FL



LAUGHLIN RALLY ROUND PHOTOS LATE BUT GREAT
ATTENDANCE AT THE SPRING LAUGHLIN, NV 91st

BGMA RALLY ROUND neared ninety. Alter the Apr 1995 Rll
was pubished pholos taken by Jim and Suzi Sheppard,
Yorba Linda. CAAssociate Nlembers who altended the aila r.

arrived.
The eight page R/l formai severely imts the ncomlng

copy and pholos lhat can be incuded in each edton
(Be ieve: Worthy OKC. OK photos have been sched!led for
appearaace since the Nov 1994 edton butsomehow. expe
dency. more than anylhng else, had decided the use oi
other copy thus far )

The io lowing four pholos of lorrner 91st BG(H) Sq menr
bers attend ng the Laugh n, NV Raly Round rece ved publ
cation prelerence n ths ssue because the co opeTalon
belween the photographer and subjects s apparent. (Olten
t is not easy to get a group to pose for a p clure )

Another nicety pefiain ng to the Sheppard s subm tted
photos was ihe acconrpany ng typed caplons identfying
those p ctured

Clear. readiy read copy s real ediior a assistance to any
Pub cat on.

The Rrl lrusts the Fiorda Oct 1995 gTst BGN/A RALLY
ROUND, announced e sewhere in th s ssue. w I exper ence
equa ly sat sfy ng altendance and prov de equa y we come
photo coverage oi o d comrades and iriends attend ng

401st SO " FRONT ROW, F-L: ROGEF AFIMSTRONG. ANDY
ANDOLSHEK. BellThissell, Hal Johnson and Phil Lunt, Back Fow. L-
F: Ar Ma cus, l-soer C iops. Lesle crove. Fralt Kenetey aFd p;rt
Limm. (All pholos by Jim and SuziSheppard.)

THE MAY 1995 VE DAY
ROYSTON RETURNEES

THE FOLLOWING 91ST BGMAers ACCO[4PAN ED THE
May 1995 VE Day Royston Raly Round ed by PaLrl Chryst
former 401s1 bombard er and past 91st BGIIA pres denl.
Comprehensve coverage ol the possibly asl group spon
sored tolr back to Eng and w I appear n the Oct '95 R,/1.

322nd
Vern and M ldred Currie; Danlel and Henr elta Go dsle nl

Ne son and Lou se Hilock and Bernard Lopez

323rd
Ouentin and Hazel Eathornet Roberl a.d Carorne

Hotimant Lester and l\,4ldred Hoois: C ifford and N/ary
Morton: Steve and Nancy Pefii: Chares and Kather ne
Siverna land Mr and A,4rs Ear Wilamson.

324rh
Gordon and lrene Woo ardi Henry and Paulne Jensen

and Otto and G advs Me kus' (Conl nued on Paoe 6)

324th SO - FRONT ROW, F.L: ANDY SCHUMACHEF. ASAY JOHN.
SON. Bob Gould, Jim Patton and Ctyde Garison. Back Fow, L-F:
Charlie Falkenmayer, Linez Folven and John Dean.

322nd SO - FRONT ROW, B-L: MEL DARI BOB LOVELY J D Mills
and Louis Snilh, Back Row. L-F: Herb lUannon, Bernard Lopes, Tom
Filzqerald and Don Sheeler,

323rd SQ - FRONT nOW, R-L:BOB GOULD. LEWS SIMPSON. Hank
Liliey, Aulden Dunn and Bill Koranda, Back Row, L-F: J'm Holfhan.
Bill Hollenbougi, Bill Schilly. lMrrion Darnerr and ilrrt Slripting.



91st BG(H) FINAL MISSION RETURN RECORDED
VERN CURRIE. THE NAVIGATOR ON 1/LT JOE TROCCOLL S 322nd Sq crew, entivened pages 4 and 5 ol lhe Jan

1995 F/l wlth h s story of RUSTY DUSTY a near 91st BG(H) catastrophe. Accompanying h s account and formery unpub
ljshed photos of lhe near catastrophe were numerous other photos.

Among them are many "Nose Art'and greal (n aclion) photos oi: 'DF J',
'LG Y. and "LG-E"

Curr e, who f ew with th e 322nd ham Dec'44 rntl the Waas end, aitended
a recent 'Ret!rn to Royslon'tour ce ebraling VE Day, also included in his ear-
ier mai ing a ser es of snaps which he says were made aller the 91st BG(H) s
last mrssion beiore VE Day. The taroet was P lsen and it conc uded the 91st's
WWll operations.

Noles irom anyone who can identfy h rnseli or others are welcorned. A
Cuffie photo ol "LG-E'on an Apr'45 Bordeaux, France raid rs incuded among
the pjct!res on this page
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.'TWICE-TOLD" TALES
WELCOMED BY R/I

EXCELLENT R/] COPY OFTEN APPEARS FIRST IN
athet publicatians. A May 12, 1993 atlicle in the Arizona
PRESS ARGUS-COURIER's calumn, "The People Speak,"
reached lhe PL/lsanetine in 1994. Enti ed, "Remembering,"
il was w tten by farner NINE'O'NINE pilot George l\,4

Kessehing, Maj USAF (Ret), regarding his reaclion ta an
appearance af Lvo WWI Bonbers at "Fotl Snith (prcsun
ably near his Van Burcn, AR home).

The R/l welcomes "lwice told tales and suggests
Kessehing's approach to help preserue aur proud past be
considered by athet memberc. Timely recollections like his
may be submitted first to localpapers and lhen, published ot
nol. sent to lhe B/1.

Kesselr ng's artic e, 'Remembering," follows:

REM:MBERING

To the editor: Recentiy lwo WWll Bombers came to Fod
Smith lo be viewed by the public. One of those p anes was
a replica of a plane called 'N ne O-N ne.'

Hav ng ilown Nine-O-Nine one lime, whi e my BT 7 was n
ma ntenance for repairs. the showing caughl my interest.

Nly wile had never seen or been inside a 817 Bomber. I

felt that she shou d be interested. so we went to see these
re|cs of the past.

The exterior of the plane was as I remembered, and I

realized that il was a ong way irom Bassingbourn, Eng and,
and a long t me beiween then and now.

Th s twenty year old owa farm boy matured very rapid y
as a pilot oi slch Fly ng Fodresses while making thirly five
m ssions over Germany wth the 91st Bomb Gro!p.

As lwent through this 817 I cou d see my crewmen, each
one at h s combat station.

The ns de of the a rcraft was smal er than rernembered.
or maybe fiity years had made me larger, blt there was
room n my m nd loT Tnemotes,

Lt John Flynn and I were the pilols. We flew for lifleen
m nutes each so thai we would not become "fxated" and noi
able to hold our dstance irom the olher planes n our light
lormatons. Those lormations were our protection against
the German fghter panes.

There was a lot ol contrast between the persona ities of
the kid fronr Boston and a midwestern larm boy;butwe were
a fine lly ng leam.

The taces ot Lt McPhie and Lt Curtis. the bombard er and
navigator, were seen in the nose section, taking care oi the
business al hand.

Sgl Harley Russel. the ATkansas and fight engineer
slood behind the piols mak ng sure the ajrcrafi was operat
ing propery. That is, when he wasn't in the upper turrei f r
ing his two fiity calber mach ne g!ns at German {ighters-

Sgt Robed Langston, frorn Kentlcky, sat at hls ittle desk
in lront ot ihe radio;and lhe lwo wasl gunners, Ear Roach,
ifom Texas, and Eugene Cr!ise, irom Mich gan, were doing
their thlng.

I coudn't get back to the tai qunners position as this
crew has stowed gear n the passage way. but know oLlr
Texan. Richard Pridemore, was there protecl ng us from a
rear attack.

Our ba lturret gunner, Sgt Donald Pubentz from Chicago,
was remembered. I can sUll see his face and I remember he
was flying his thifty'third mission when a 20mm shellexplod,
ed insde his tlrret. He only had trr'r'o more missions to fy
before golng home. Sgt Roach, one of oLrr wa si gLrnneTs,

named h s son 'Donald" in Pubenlz's memory.
ln my m nd there are lh rty five chapters of a book; one for

each oi our thiiryJve missions. Of colrse, there is a pro-
ogue and an ep logue to tel ol the preparat on and the con-
seqLrences ol everything that took place, but on this day I

ih nk only ofthose young warriors.
Yes. saw d L e r ta'es. as ll-e), were [he_: youlg .re. i_

their teens and early hir'ent es. lwou dn't know them now they
are old men - ike me. However. as lgrow olderiheywt remain
lorever young, forever brave and iorever in my memory

George Kesse ring
Van Buren

ROYSTON RETURNEES
(Continued from Page 4)

401st
John and Rosemary Allen; John and Jack e Ask ns; Paul

and Nancy Chrysti Edward and one Darnro; Jack and
Jennette Gaiiney; Pau and Frances Kennedy.

AND
Jay and Phyiss Patton; Keth and Lee Quaye; Carol

Tracey and Susan Vann er.

I\,4OST UBGENT ]I ONE OF THE I\,4ANY ORDERED
COPIES ol former 91st BG[,4A H slor an Hilary "Bud' Evers'
DOCUMENTARY oN THE 91si BOIVIB GROUP (H) 1942-
45. has not been dutiiully de ivered by the USPS. The iden-
1ty ol the non-recip ent is urgenly soughl by Sec/Trea
Johnson so that another delvery atlempt can be made.

The 310 page spira bound volume, sold lhrough the 91st
BGI\,4A P-X for $50.00 ($60.00 Overseas). was returned to
Johnson more than kinda sorta shredded.

An accompany ng note in the sealed "body'bag' conta n
ing lhe rema ns ol the mail ng probably exp ained mecha
n zaiion reqlired to deal wjth ncreas ng ma I volume deait
with by the USPS (slill strvng for increasing efficiency)
"sometirnes'is responsible for the destruciion of some ma I

ings.
(Havrng received a lew s!ch explanalions in his time, the

ed tor must add he kinda soia recal s the odds oi experi-
encing such deslruct on of iorma ly sanctimonious US ma I

Ings was compared to winning a lat state lottery. What wilh
lhe recenl increase in postage rales the R/l hopes increas,
ng postal efliciency not only assures reasonable delivery

lirnes but a so preservation of the product mailed.)

PRESERVE OUR PBOUD PAST



ifrrh)rr) llllirrgs
(Continued from Page B)

IVedal and numerous campagn ribbons, ctat ons, and cer-
tifcates.

Described as an example of the lerm, an Officer and a
Genllernan," hs love of books and resutani ability lo cor
dialy and e oqLrently express hs tholghts routiney con-
vnced hs llsteners he was a ph losopher. Proud of hs
Nebraska ranch upbringing, he always ma ntained a man s
handshake was h s word of honor.

Everston credited his wfe. Betty l\,4axine, lor al his slc
cesses durlng ther 49 year mafliage. ln addton 10 hs
widow, he s survived by children and grandchildren who
arranged io iu f I h s wish to 'lie peaceiu ly among his Ie low
mltary comrades - his iriends" in the Arington Nalional
Cemelery, Arlington, VA and submitted this report.

O FLEMM|NG, THoN4AS F, 323rd, 1700 P ne vatey Dr.
Apt 223, Ft Meyers, FL 33907.

Raymond G Barnes, Framjngton, MA, who like
Flemming, was an origina crew member ol 1/Lt John R
Stevens SEATTLE SLEEPER. says " uck" spared
Flp "lTi_o Jnd r ir +o'r 

9o n9 dow1 w rh S-eve . c-ewo_
the 26 Nov'44Altenbeken rnlssion. Flemminq, the r Ce had
been d splaced by trainee CP 2/Lt Stanley F Johnson that
day while Barnes had ear ier been re asslgned to another
crew after ilight crews were redLrced to nine. Though all oi
Stevens survived. Barnes says the descrlption of SEATTLE
SLEEPERS' ia I in the Mar 1 944 Nat onal Geoqraphic art
ce The Wings of War, lusiriies his endurng memory of
sharing war tirne luck wilh F emm ng.

Reported by Barnes whose phoned contacl with
Flemm ng's wdow provided this report.

O GINTER, JOHN 'JACK", 323rd, T 8227 1371h Dr, Sun
Cty W AZ 85375. deceased "lhree or four years ago.'
Char es R Giauge. P nehurst, NC, reporled G nter's death
after t nding h m I sted in lhe newly released '95 Directory

Gauge says he and Ginter were the lwo most lunior
323rd piols at Wala Wala. Gnlels pano profrciency
prompted Giauge to locate. buy and instal a pano n the
323rd's Otficers' House. Ginter conc uded h s overseas seT-

vce as Aide to Gen Armstrong and Gen Wliams. He
returned to the States and the 2nd AF wilh Gen W I iams.

D scharged shortly after the war, Ginter completed a cv l-
an career wth Marsh /lcLennon insurance. He s survived
by his widow, l\,4ary; a daughter and hr,r'o sons.

O HowARD wtLLtA[/ E, 323rd 614 R verbank,
Lincoln Park, N,4l 48148, Mar 17, 1995. Howard was the
TGer on the 323rd s TEXAS BRONCO. Downed on the Feb
4, 1943 Emden, Germany raid. the plane was landed on lhe
Terschellng ls and, Holand and destroyed by the eight sur
viving crew members. Howard, woulrded, spent six months
n a hosp tal before being sent to Stalag XV I B. Reported by
hiswidow,VrgnaM.

a LASKER, FRANCIS,323rd 21 Calais Bd. Randolph,
NJ 07869. Reported bv Ed Kaiserski. Canoqa Park, CA.

a MILLER, E SCOTT. 3241h, 104 Fortney Av,
K ngwood. WV 26537, May 12, 1995. sudden y. Repofied
by his wife who says after all the years oi no nterest n the
Nlemorial Association he really d d a turn-around.' (During

the pasl years he read and saved most ol the 9lst maler al
he received.)

a [.4OONEY EDWARD L, 322nd, 212 Beach-Streel,
Grafton, WV 26354-1834, Apr 2. 1995, after a long illness.
Mooney and his crew's first mission was to Berlin on Apr 29,
'44. They completed ihe r misslons in ien weeks on Ju y T 1,
'44. according to John F Coyne, the crew's TG.

Coyne, New Caslle, PA says Mooney 'oifered oLrr services
for every avaiable f l- n" because his w fe, Ei een, was preg
nant and he wanted'to be home for the grand occas on."

Mooney retired from the AF Reserve in the 1960s wlh the
rank ol major. His c vilan career included work ng as an agent
for lhe National Liie and Accident lns Co and as a carpenler
wth consiruction firms before his retirement in the mid 1980s

He was preceded in death by hls f rst wife, Eileen. and a
daLrghter, Linda. A second ma( age swel ed the ranks of his
survivors. His second wife and wdow, Wnired Garow
N/ooney, requested Coyne to inform the R/l of his death
while Coyne and John Kurylo, Ringoes, NJ, their crew s lor
mer N, attended IVlooney's funeral services.

Graiton, WV VFW members performed N,4ooney's M ltary
bLrria rites prior to his Graiton National Cemetery inlerment.

Coyne's report to the Fl/l included most of [,4ooney's
crews missions were flown in WEE WILLIE but they flew
MISS SLIP STREAI\/, BACHELOR'S BRIDE and LASS E
COME HON4E on occas on ' and Bobby B Baker. Augusta.
GA. is the only oiher surviving member of Mooney s crew
bes des himsef and Kurylo.

a PADGETI, LONZELL. PO Box 295, Clayton, lL
62324, May 12.1993. Reported by h s wdow, Lorene.

o QUACKENBUSH, DORT R,4O1st, 7303 Lady Bug
St, Austin, TX 78744. Reporled by h s wdow, I\,4artha.

. VINCENI EMILE, LM, 324th, RI 3 BOX 279-A,
Laiayette, LA 70505, Sepl 25, 1994, sudden y. Repofied by
Pyrah Cudis, Boise, lD, who remembers V ncent was one oi
the origina members ot the 91sl BG(H). He was one of the
group's grolnd station radio operators upon whom flight
crews depended. Agood friend ot V ncent, Cudis recals cal-
ng hm "Tule Sute. a n ck-name whch may have been
associated wth his "Cajun/French acceni. Curlis also
seems to recal Vi.cent boasted he talked beiier 'wth the
Key" lhe Morse Code.

a WALKER, HENRY A. 401sl. 173 Hlgh Rd, Newbury,
MA 01950, Jan 17, T 995. Reporied by a famiy member.

a YURFI, JOSEPH A, 323rd, 1807 1/2 S Sheppard
Rear, Houslon. TX 77019, Apr 6. 1995, after a brief lness.
One of the 91st BG(H)'S early B rds, Yurr . then a Capt. was
wounded on a 1942 m ss on. ln add t on to the Purp e Heart
he was awarded the Air [,4edal.

A 1940 Fordham U oraduate, he was a slar hafback on
the Fordham Rams jootbal team and sLrbseq!ent y received
a master s degree n soc oLogy from h s Alma lvlaler.

Whie working for Catholc Famiy Charities iorthe past 35
years he was a member ol lhe St V ncent de Pall Society
the St Paul of the Cross Club and the Knighis of Columbus.

Survvors include hr,r'o nephews and a n ece. Beported by
an unidentifed source who slbmtted Ylrr's engthy. pub
lshed obituary from a Houston, TX newspaper.



OCT 25-28 RALLY ROUI,ID
SITE CHANGE CLTTS COST

THE FORI\IAT FOR THE OCT 25-28. T995 91st BGMA
Raly Round has been drasticaly changed to encourage
maximum attendance.

The sponsors oi the aliar the 401sts Roberl E

Gerstemeir and hs wfe, Trudie, alter the Apr 1995 R,/l

announcement des gnating Jup ter. FL as lhe Ra ly Round
s le found lhe Ramada Resort IVla ngaie in nearby
K ssifitmee, FL lar more suited pr ce-w se.

Affangemenls with the Kissimmee Ramada Resort
Maingale, in lhe mdde of such Florda vacaton spots as
Dsney, Sea. Woid Unversa Studios. etc make ava able
$48.00 (pi!s $5.28 State and Localtaxes) motel roorn rates-
neary hall the $95.00 earler Jupter Resod scheduled rates.

The Gerstemeirs add that arrangements made wth the
Ramada Resofi aso make the $4800 motel room rate
avaiabe to 91st BGMAers afiiving three days before or
remaining three days after the Ra y Bound.

The Gersterne rs have assemb ed mail ngs consisting of
s x co orful tolrrst panrph els descr b ng nearby atiracl ons
as wel as a reseryation lorrn and the schedu ed acl v ties
ior the Ra y Round Those interesled n attend ng may
obta n the mar ng by wrting Robert E Gersiemeir. 124 NE
Twy ite Terrace, Porl St Luc e. FL349A3-1247.

A completed Sched! e ol Events lorm. ind cal ng those

actvties se ected. along with payment. shou d be returned
lo Gerstemeir at the above address before Sept 1 1995.

IMPORTANT!
An included Room Reservaiion form rnust be sent io the

Ramada Plaza Resort lvlaingate at the Parkway. Attn:
Reservat ons Deparlrnent 2900 Parkway Bouevard,
Kiss mmee, FL 34747, phone: 800-634 4774. Reservaton
appl cations must be recejved by Sept 1 , 1995.

''THE FAII'ADA PLAZA FESOFT MAINGATE AT THE PAFKWAY
is Orlando-Kissimmee's all.inclusive resorl, The 20 acre complex is
beautilully designed and oilers rhe utmosl in Juxury, comfort and
value, This award winning resort is convenient to t-4,lhe OrLando
lnternational airporr and is just 1 ,5 rn iles trom the entrance to WALT
DISNEY WOFLD Fesorl, including The l\4aqic Kingdom, EPCOT
Cenler and Disney-MGNI Studios Theme Park. Free Schedued
Transporrarion lo WALT DTSNEY WORLD Fesort Theme parks,
Universa Slud os & Sea World make lhe attractions ever more
allracli!e, a brochure available lron lhe Gersiemetrs dectares.

THE RAGGED 
'RRI]CULAR

,n ; ir.r,.. r. ..hfrir,,,:.:--.

FIRST91st BG l,lemor alAssn
590 A oha Dr.

Lake Havasu C ly. AZ 86403

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REOUESTED.

CLASS

lfnliri lffiirr!s
O ANAYA, ANTONIO E, 40lst, 18819 Sabrna Av.

Cerritos. CA 91325. Repoded by Fred H Barrington. FL, by
phone to Sec,nrea Johnson.

a BACA. CRISTOBAL V 401sI, 3001 N/onlca re Dr NE.
Abuquerque NM 87110, Apr 21, T 994. Reported by h s family

O CORL, HUBERT E 323rd,3717WColeqeAv,State
Colege. PA 16801 Corl was the RO on THE EAGLES
WRATH which was one of lhe org nal 91sl BG(H) planes.
Cor and THE EAGLES WRATH crew completed 25 m s
sons shorty after the NIEI/PH]S BELLE completed hers
and was returned to the States. He is s!rvived by his widow,
'Jo.' Repoded by an undentifed former THE EAGLES

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVE!

WRATH crewman who wtote on y four ol ls crew now sur
vve Cor who ls remembered as ...lun loving, friend y and
popu ar wtlr lhe 323rd's a rcrew mernbers.'

O EVERSTON, BRYCE S, Col, USAF (Ret) 322nd,
4834 Windgate Tral, Acworth, GA 30101, Feb 2 1995. A
printed e!logy ior Co Everston received by lhe R/l states he
parlicipated n the 8lh AF's Irrst Berln daylght rad on Mar 6,
1944. Downed on lhat mission, he survved 14 mos at Sla ag

before fghl ng h s way to freedom wth American forces.
His miitary career spanned 28 years. H s last assignment
was Ch ei ol lhe Mun tions Branch, D r ior Logist cs, Jo nl
Chieis of Stafl. the Peniagon, Wash DC.

His decorat ons inc uded The Legion oi [,4eril, A r N,4eda .

The Purple Heart, Ar Force Commendaiion Meda. POW
(Continued on Page 7)


