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FOF:’MEF:’ 91st BGMA TREA “CHUCK” WELBES DIES

FORMER TREA CHARLES ¥ [CHUCK);
Welbes and his wife, Henrietia (Sunny),
contributed immensely to 21st BGMA
aperzlions. By-Law restrictions precluded his
continuance in affice,

CHARLES vV WELBES, 401st SQ, 91351 BGMA
Treasurer 19588-19%2, 210 Leatherwood Bd, Mountain
Home, AR 72653, died Apr 21, 15333 at age 70 The future
will ingreasingly confirm nis contribution to the
association’s financial resurgence during his By-Laws
permitled terms of office

Though the membership's approval of a duas nike from
55.00 to $10.00 annually insured continued 9151 BGMA
operations at the time of his 1988 electicn, it was his
anthusiasm that markedly increased membership service
and fudher bolstered association finances.

By adding many new ilems 1o the 81st BGMA's "P-X
ltemns” he apenad wider the door to the past for those
interesied by whole-heartily accepting the burden of
reproducing and mailing numerous data filled manuscripts
by association mambers.

He added to his work valume by making availabla olhear
popular “P-X ltems” such as 31st BGMA T-Shirts. walches,
eto. His consideration of the membership was always
evident. To the best of his ability "P-X ltem” ordars were

filled prompily, their price held to include only "a buck or
twa for the association and, at tmes. he even considered
“Ch-My-Gosh' sized T-Shirts.

Aan earlier iliness and throat operation left him wilh a
raspy voice. It did not deler his public speaking humar.
Finding the editor, with whom he worked closely, receptive.
he usually “roasted” him betore procecding with business
rapors I:Jurlrlg S1st BGRA gatherings The subsequent
“rgasting” he received during the editor's mike-time he
always conceded was "well desenved.”

It would De remiss 1o continue withoul now recogrizing
Ris wite's contributions Lo the 91s1 BGMA. Withoul
Herriclla (Sunny) Welbes' assistance his health would
nave created cmergancies in $1st BGMA affairs duning the
latter pan of his term of office

The return of his illness often lell “Sunny” in-charge-af-
the-shop, While substituting on their computer, she
dreaded punching wrong keys and mnadvariently erasing
his data.

Waloes' immersion i current business excluded all but
Lits of his WWII service. His mather, he impishly insisted,
responded 1o his enlistment in the AAF with, "Be good -
and don't fight!”

His 401st Sq Bombardiar, Marion H Havelaar, supplied

iContinued on Page 2)

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC PROBES 91st’s PAST

BY HOGER W ARMETHONG

SINCE 1963 THERE HAVE BEEN ABCUT NINE Rl
pubzlicized "Bassingbourn Returns ™ All have been
memeorable tor those paricipating in them

A recent May 1943 tour, attended by a combination of
only 28 former 91sters and wives and Associate Mambars
and wives, may prove the most memorabls

Many of that tour group, expecting the usual immersion
in nostalgia, unexpectedly found themselves paricipating
inthe preservation of the 31st BGH)'s proud past.

Represeniatives of tha MNational Geographic Magaczine
Zppeared during the tour group's May 3-12 prescnroe 1o
intervigw and photograph numergus four members for
inclusion in a forthcoming 91st BG{H) article in their
magazsing - ong of America's prestigious publications.
Publication of the article seems sat for the first half of
1954.

Somewhat acquaintad with the problems of publication,
this wnter beliaves i1 best to let the Geographic mind its
cwn excallent business by not listing a more specilic
publiczation date.

Hopelully, the fellowing will substantiate the loregoing
big news,

Shortly belore this writer's tour departure the
Geographic's lllustration Editor, Robert Patlon, visiled with
the ohject of obtaining information on historical 81st BGIH)
color photos obtained from a former $1ster’s widow Durning
his visit ha was invited 1o join our “Raturn o Bassingbourn®
i Continued on PFags £

MOTE! NATIONAL GEQGRAFPHIC MAGAZINE
subscrption information presently available indicales
subscriptions must be made belore Jan 1st annually.
lhe yearly subscription price is $21.00 (a 5% sales
tax is reguired from Maryland Subscribers), To insure
receipt of all 1994 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
MAGAZINES send a $21.00 check to: THE

MATIONAL GEQGRAPHIC S"JCIETY PO Box
98012, Wash, DC 20077-8762. In addition to 1he
manthly publications. i is \.I"IJEFbKUOC.". other benefits
are includad in the subscription price.
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WELBES DIES

fContnued fram page T
more delail after his daath.

Welbas was the Flight Enginger on L1 John R Follet’s
crevy, assigned o the 401st on May 25, 1544 After some
15 missions Follet's plane. #42573451, LL-M, was downed
on lhe June 21, 1944 Berlin raid. Welbes, evading capture
for three days, spent the rest of the war as a POW.

Tha 815t MACRH 5981 pertaining to Follett's fall adds
little to Havelaar's contribution. It says: "No eye witnassos
A/ was in left rear low group when formation hit by BE0A R
appears that A‘C was hit by /A and forced to drop from
formation.” According lo the MACRH all of Folleti’s crew
became POWs.

Havelaar, who happenaed nol to fly that day, completed
his 25 missian tour.

After Havelaar noted Welbes' listing in a 91st BGMA
directory contact was rencwed and Havelaar lgamed his

crew's fate. During ensuing years they became close
friecnds, visiting cach other and aliending numarous
Reunians

Hawvelaar, remembearing Welbes' enthusiasm and
dedication, adds, "l have last a very dear friend and will
miss him greatly.”

Welbes was a Signal Foreman for the Grand Trunk
Western Railroad for 38 years. A Past Commander of the
Lake Morglk Boat Club, a member of the Twin Lakes
Power Sq and a Past Post Commander of the Schoolcraft.
til American Legion Post 475, he also held a private pilol
license.

Aecenlly elected Sec/Traa Asay B Johnson, who
innerited Welbas workload in '82, says Welbss' sanse of
humaor, ready accessibility and patient dedication made
possible the ditficult combination of the Sec/Trea office. It
was Welbes' reminders that pinpointed prioritics while
Johrson rummaged through his new position's papers.

Throughout the transition time, Johnson confirms,
Welbes' wile, “Sunny”, contributed immensely And, when
ilness preventad Welbes' participation she kept things
going until he recovared encugh to resume his advisory
role and appeinted Folded Wings-Coordinalor post crealad
for him by Pres ackstock.

Welbes, recovering from his final aperatian al the
Universily of Arkansas Medical Center at Litlle Hock,
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‘
“CHUCKE" WELBLES SFEMED ;
Intent upon savering the e
pleasures of the past. Long age :

he sent hig Kingman, Arizana i
“Diploma” to the R/ te help Vi
olthers remember a place belore .
W' realily, In various ways, g - i
was impressed upan them,

unexpocledly died a day belore his scheduled discharga.
His readingss o resume active lile was indicated by the
congaenial rappon he had esiablished with “the nurses”
tollowing his cperation and the tact that he was Tully
clothed, prepared for the cutside world when found
unconscious an his hospital bed. He did not respond to
revival efforts.

Fresidant Charles R Hackstock represented the st
BGMA at services for Welbes al Saint Peter the Fisherman
Cathalic Church. Welbes' survivors will appreciale having
Masses offered for him

GEOGRAPHIC PROBES

THIS PHOTO OF THE PEACEMAKER, 337552 LL-E, TAKEN BY
sl BGIH) photegrapher Gerald Massey, appeared in the Mar "44
Matisnal Geographic Magazine. L-R are BTG 554t Gordon E Beach
and B Marion H Havelsar Inspecting E‘A inflicled damage atter the
July 20, 44 Leipzig raid, Eight 9151 BGIH) planes were lost that day,
it is unlikely the 29151 BG{H) will receive Geographic altention again
after its forthcoming planned article. (Photo: Havelaor collection.)
fCantinued frooy Fage )
10Ur group.

The sincerity of the Gaographic's inlerest was confirmed
when Patton: Thomas B Allen, author of "America Al War,"
Handom House, 19%1 and a Geographic photographer
imercepted cur group at the Gonville Hotel in Cambridge

The Geographic team accompanied our tour 10
Bassingbourn whore slories from tour group members

{Continued on Page 3



PALMER, 324th BOMBARDILR,
_ CORRECTS FILMED “CREDIT"

FEILIP T FALMER, 3240 S0 BOMBARDIER, INGEARM,
Tx, credited with @ dramatic camera covered landing of a
damaged 91st plane in the "Group’s rough 1943 spring
operalions” in the Jan 1893 R/, sounds like the typical 915l
CGMAer the late. original SSB pilot Col Paul G McDutiee
whao always scught to "keep the records straight.”

Falmer, in shorl, says he was nol the bomboardiar
invalvad in the camera covered. Col Wray directed landing
in tha "43 Spring Operations of the 915t BGIH): In & leller
to former 91st BGMA Pros Paul Chryst, he says, 7 hope
that someday the bombardicr who made the memorabla
landing can be localed so thal he may be recognized in the
newsletior,”

FPalmer, however, was invelved in a similar incidert on
Moy 23, 1842 Cameras did nol cover his landing.

Moy 23, 1942, according fo data available 1o the B,
was the 91st BGIH)'s Hirst raid. Possibly more than a
handtul of planes lelt Bassinbourn that day for 5t Nazare,
France. Mo bombs were dropped and only three planes
made il back. Among the 91st's first casualiies were: Majar
Victor S Zienowicz, SAD SACK pilot and his 323rd crew;
Capl Duane L Jones and Major Harcld C Smelser, pilot
and co-pilot of the 324lh's PANDORA'S BOX and their
craw and /Lt Nathan M Corman, A'C Mo 4124538 and his
d24th crew.

Returning from that mission Navigator Raymend Kurtz
and Palmer 1ock over piloting their plane aiter LTC Charlie
Cliburn, their pilst, and LTC Clyde DeBaum, co-pilot and R
 Richardson, a gunner, had been wounded.

"Had | not leaned over when | did | would have been
seriously wounded as well, Instead, | managed 1o walk
away with a nick abave my eye requiring only a couple of
slitches,” Palmer writes,

Paimer recalls it was “vory dark and loggy so we had to
rely completely on Kurtz's navigation.”

They returned, he recalls, at aboul a 200 f1 altiiude.
While doing so he used “a cord from a parachute o tie
down the Control Column to nold it.”

Their pilot, LTG Cliburn, fertunately recovered enough to
relurn to his szat and help land the piane. (The Taill Wheal
“was shot oul” and a “front tire was blown” cither belore or
atter their landing.

Circling the base to “level out the plane " they landed "in
the fiald next to the runway. .t fook the Emergency Crow
an hour 1o find us. The Contred Tower was able 10 sae our
flares but could not see us due to all the fog.” Palmar
wrilzs, '

Palmer reports all of his crew survivad that mission.
Curtis Pyrah. the Radic Operator, however, was so
soriously injured that he was hospitalized until 1954,

Falmer =till tries 1o keep in contact with those on that
mission. Qddly, the only ang he's been unabie (o locate 15
Mavigatar Kurlz who shared the responsibilities thrust upan
therm that day,

In addition to still hoping Kurtz will be located, Falmar

Faen A

Jdualy *933 Tre Raggne Iregualas

nopes the bombardier whe made the filmed crash recalled
by his friend, Earle A Steele, Daylon, CH can also be
located or identilied - and duly credilad with a memaorable
495t Bia(H) momeant

‘Edifor's Note: Palmer's recollection of “fog” re-aftirms
the B4's confidence in the veracity of submitied material

Fiwe of /L1 Mathan M Corman's 324th crew died when,
according to an available MACR, he could not fand at
Bassinghourn “due to poor visibility.” Divented, Corman's
plang, landing at Wattord, “hit a figld pylen around 18:00
hours'

GEOGRAPHIC PROBES

{Continued from Page Z)

were taped, photos laken before the Prop Memorial of the
group's POWs, other group members and 91st English
friends

The tollowing day more photos were taken at ihe
Imperial War Museum at Duxiord of S181 BGMAers befare
a B17 being restored to flight status.

The parsonally witnessed and recalled Geographic
actwily descrined above dictated this R/l communicalion

The Mational Geographic Magazine, we all know, 15 a
subscription magazing, Monthly editions cannot be
“pickad-ug” from lecal, available magazine racks in book,
drug or food stores.

Therelore, | suggest to those many members whao will
want to add the upcoming MNational Geegraphic Magazing's
91st BGE(H) article 1o their libraries thal they prepare to
zubscrite (o 1he magazine soon

| am not a publicist for the Geographic, The obvious
interes! displayved in our group by il simply requires prompl
reparting so that 91st BGMAers don't miss a once-in-a lile-
limo opportunity.

The anly depressing memory of the May 1983 "Raturn
to Bassingboumn” tour recalled is the rumor il was “the last.”
The seeming cedainty of coverage of large portions of d Dy
a widely circulated and reverad publication promisas 10
make “the last” the best remembered for all inlerzsted B1st
BGKMAeTS.

Editor's Mote: Rodger W Armszireng, formar 401ster and
POW, is author of : "ULS A THE HARDWAY."

“REACH OUT"

MELSOM A HILLOCK, JR, 41471 ROBERT 5T,
lequesta, FL 33463 has only met ong member of his Srew
sinoe the war, Inoan eflert to make the Sept 1994
Ciklanoma City, Ok 91st BGMA Reunion a “real ong”, he
secks info on teliow crew members. Thus far located are
three of his plane, the 322nd's TEXAS CHUBBY THE
JVILLE JOLTER, and their ground crew chief,

Anyone having information penaining to his iollowing
crew members is requesiad to contact him at his earlier
listed address, His lost friends are: 1/Sgt B C Swango,
Eng: T/Sgt Jack L Landry. Mav {sic) and TiSgt Ervin H
Ramsay, WG.
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PLANES OF THE 91st BG(H), PICTURED - AND NOT

THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS OF PLAMES OF THE §1st
BGiH) are from the collections of George J Frantz, HOs,
Jensen Beach, FL and formear 915t BGMA Pres Paul
Chryst, Patistown, PA. The planes have been identiied to
the best of the R/'s ability in accompanying text. Chryst's
contributicns are identified by a *[PC)" allar the plane data

information on one plane, LADY HELEN OF WIMPOLE.
is withheld for Oct '93 R/l use. Chryst published tha photo
in the Apr ‘87 R/l along with pertinent questions because
ke Trustess of Wimpole Hall seek such dala No response
was gvear received

Unexpeciedly some answers to Chryst's guesticns
suraced afler the 1992 BGMA Memphis, TH Reunion

I oan elfort to mgrease LADY HELEN CF WIMPOLE
data membears submilling info on her belore Ot 1 1893
will be rewarded. A small supply of unslamped “General
lke” envelopes, donated by Dr Joseph P Connolly, a
member of The Eisenhower Society, will be sent them.
{Connally's interest in philately is recorded in the Oct 97
and Jan ‘93 Fls.) Award recipients have two choices: 1)
Betain them as “collectibles” or 2) Lse them as "altention-
getting” memente envelopes to fellow 81s1 BGMAers.

The R/ has the name of the nurse and officer on the
photo, the identity of the individual who named the plane
and why - and a bit more info. Duplication of other R/
possessad data will not disquality respendents to this
quest for mare LADY HELEN OF WIMPOLE data.

Send responses to: Rudy Malkin, Editor, The R/, 2438
Woodcroft Rd, Balto, MD 21234-2836 - postmarked no
latar than ol 1, 1993,

WAYNE DENMISON, ELLSWORTH, MA, FLEW HIS
missions with South Euclid, ©OH Reobert E Shariti's 323
plane, SHERIFF'S POSSE. Dennison wonders it anyone
recalls who crashed their favorite plane (SHERIFF'S
P{SSE) back in the spring of 447

Yeterans of six Mini-Reunions in TX, TN, OH, CA, ME
and MO as well as aboul 34 combat missions each,
Sherff's crew members still lament the time another crow
“Hotaled” their plane.

Il seems the hapless crew, returning from a mission,
landad at Bassingbourn without brakes. They chose o
crash inte nearby base trucks instead of the B17s anead of
them

“As tar as | know. " Dennison says. "SHERRIF'S
FOSSE never llew again.” (Dennison makes no mantion of
planned litigation should the “wreckers" of SHERIFF'S
FOSSE be identified.)

Subsequently Shentl's crew flew WICKED WITCH, HI
HO SILVER and cther planes forgotten by them. His crew
plans a North Dakota Mini-Reunion in 1935, Dennizon
hopes, somehow, 1o be able to identify all the 323rd planes
their crew flew, Anyone with any inio regarding that is
urged lo write him: Wayne Dennison, 58 Park St PO Box
382, Ellsworth, MA 04605,

1




PLANES OF THE 315T BG(H; SQ IDENTIFICATIONS: 1) QUEENIE
3Z2nd Sq, 42-31353, LGO; 2) MISS QUACHITA, 323rd Sq, 42-3040,
— ORQ; 3) BLOND BEOMBER, 322nd Sg, 42-3057, LGH; 4) DUKE OF
PADUCAH, 3241h S, 42-37736, DFG; 5) MARGIE. 323rd 5q, 43-35379
IPC); 8y ANXIOUS ANGEL, 4045t Sq, 43-38035, LLF [PC) and 7) LADY
OF WIMPOLE, (PC).
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BOOK AND OTHER NOTES

LTC MARION H HAVELAAR (RET), RR# 8, BOX 1930,
Rapid City, S0 57702, announces the definitive, hardback,
300 plus page history book, THE RAGGED IRREGULARS,
sparked by "seed money” tfrom him, is well undenvay

I hepe to have it finished and printad by the next
reunion,” he says,

A protessional histonan 13 writing the book which will be
sold at the market price of conlemporary, commargially
published books. Under the publication arrangements
Havelaar will be the last to recover any of his five digit
nvestment in the project.

e NUMEROUS PX-ITEMS ADVERTISED IN THE JAN "33
R/l have been sold out.

since these items were beaing handled by recently
deceased Folded Wings-Coordinalor Charles V Welbes
thy will not be availabla again until the transier of records
to presen! Sec/Trea Asay B Johnseon is complated and
other necessary arrangements made.

Frescently out of stock but scheduled for {uture
availability are: 1) Copies of the '68, '69 and ‘70 Rls; 2)
REPORT TO MEMBERS (STATISTICAL 91st HISTORY)
by former Historian Hiliary "Bud” Evers and 3) BEFORE
THE VISION FADES, 11 JAN '44 OSCHERSLEREN RAID
DATA by G William Potter

The Allan N Morey 40151 Sg Formation Photos,
reproduced by John Askins, also sold out, are not
presenily scheduled for reslocking.

Sec/Trea Johnsen is presently coping with an increased
workload resulting from Welbes' death. Johnson requests
all members who ordered PX-ltems who have nat received
their items or have not had thair checks returnad with an
explanatory nate contact him. The address s Asay 8
Johnson, 580 Aloha Dr, Lake Havasu Cily, AZ 86403
4358. Phone: 602-453-3114,

Fresently, Johnson reports, there are 1177 915t BGMA
‘dues paid’ members. The respanse to a recent. special
letter to delinquent members by Johnson promptly juslified
the expense and effer. A detailad Financial Report will
appearin a tuture R,

¢ JOHN 52AB0, THE KINGMAN, ARIZONA COLLECTOR

of B17 artifacts whose association with the 1ale Tany
Starcer, the famed S1st nose arist, was the source of a
page one article in the Apr '3 Rl

The too long delayed publication of the article produced
a small, "Oops! The address cited in the anicle has been
changed since his original R/l contact

It is now: Joehn © Szabo, 15555 Main St #04-130,
Hespona, CA 92345,

Since publication of the “Kingman Fort Parls Last
Slarcer Easle” article he's received a halt dozen
responsas. But ha's nat sure all mail sent to his axpired
address reaches him. It any 91st BGMAer's
correspondence was returned by the postal senvice, it is
suggested they write him again at the above, correciad
address. Hiz phone number is: 18-847-4142
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Folded Winos

{Gontnued from Faae £

His widow says they continued to enjoy the B/, she’ll
continue as an AM and she's ordered the complete
Unbound ¥eroxed B/ copies from Sct 87 to Ot '90.

Dunng his service Harrison, A Tail Gunner, recewead the
C5C. DFC, the Bronze Star, AM wicls, the Purple Hear
and the British Air Meadal. Al Tour of his children boast AF
carears.

Thoir combined service Lime now negars 63 years,
including Vietnam POW time, Korean area and Descorl
Storm and Daseart Shicld sowvice.

Mrs Harrison addad she hopeas o be able 1o atlend
anothar Beunion in '34. In the meantime she happily
repods her ex-AF daughler and son-in-law have moved in
with her | had no dasire to five alone in a 12 room home
with one black Scottie dog!” sha says.

Conations may be made 1o lhe DAY Assoc, PO Box
1302, Cumberland. MO,

HANMS, ROBERT D, 322nd. LM, 5415 Springboro Pike
Dayton, OH 45449, Mar 26, 1993. He is survived by his
widow, Wilma, two sons, one daughter ana seven
grandchildren. Repored by his widow.

JEWETT, MILLARD H "BILL.," 401st, PO Box 83,
Peabody, KS 86866, July 12, 1992, Jewsall, the pilot of
SHEILA B CURMMIN, compleied his tour in 44 A son,
Glann, reporting his father's death of esophageal cancer,
recalls childnood memories of leafing through Jawetl’s
photo album recording bits of his WWII service © . _from
training at Kelly and...the missions at Bassingbourn.

“| know he appreciated getting the R/ and hs
maintainad contact with many old frignds through the
years," Glann Jowett wrote.

Jowetl is survived by his widow, three sons and two
daughiars. A check was enclosed with Glenn Jewelt's
communication for his mother's AM and conlinuing receipt
af 1ha 1371

s ROBERTSON, GECRGE [, 323rd, 824 E Buriorg,
Marshiield, MO 65706 Reported by Sco/Trea Asay B
Johnsen.

SIMCOCK, ROBERT W, 324lth, 1888 Cordilleras 8d,
Redwaood City, CA 94062, Sept 15, 1230 Heported by his
widow, Darcthy.

o VARVA, FRANK 1, 401st, BOX 385 A, RU 1, Polk, PA
16342 and Mrytle Beach, SC. June 2, 1993, Varva, a
farmer Lead Navigator on 40181 5q C/0 John D Davis’
crew, diad unexpectedly after raturning from his winder
residence.

His popularity with the crew was forever confirmed by
the extensive laudatory statements sent the R/ by those
alenad to his death. Though they all praise his competent
navigation, proven on mere than ong occasion when their
refurn was in doubt, they dwelt more upon his leadership
which added to 1the crew's “family teeling.”

| think vou should know, Mary." Davis wrotle Varva's
widow, “not only our crew but every mamber of the 91sl
respected and trusted Frank on all the lead mussions ne

e
TLCJne former Flight Engineer. Robert A Wood, Denver,
CO. recalls Varva's "exemplary marality.” Another Flight
Enginazer, Gearge A Parrish, Burington NC {who recordac
one of Varva's navigational achuevements in the Apr '83)—
feals forunate Varva and his wila, Mary visited him for a
few days on his last rip home to BA last May. Allan N
Morey, Syracuse, NY, the crew's Co-Pilol, racalls the
comraderie shared during the war and how Varva's
fricndliness enriched the lives of al who came in contact
with him. For many post-war years the two goliad
whenever possible. Upon completing his missions Varva
paused while passing through Baltimere and made himsel
ioraver memorable to the editor and his family. Though
theair relationship, due to serving on different crews, was
anly an acquainianceship, Varva made it a point 1o vist
and announce the editor was oft “Flight Status” and would
ba returning soon. Real friendship followed.

Urnsurprisingly Marva subsequently became a
paychologist and headed the psychology deparfment at tha
Folk S1ate School and Hospital for 30 years until his
retirermant

Dr Varva is survived by his widow, Mary, a stepson, two
grandchildren, nine sisters and nigces and nephaws

o J/EBROWSKI], GEORGE J, Cel {Rel), 322ng, 23986
Hemlock Av, Moreno Valley, CA 92388, Feb 13, 1885,
Zobrowski was a POW in Germany for 15 months. His
ailing, surviving wife has moved to Deven, TA ncar a
daughter. Reported by Spencer K Osterberg, 323rd, forme-
MISS QUACHITA pilot who alzo survived considerable
POW lime,

CORRECTION

THE APR '93 R/l CONTAINED ERRONECUS

OBRITUARY data pertaining to Joseph F Sovina, former
WGer on the 3241h's RRHAPSODY IN RED. Sovina his
former Mavigator Elmer Gellis, Peoria, AZ writes, died on
Jan 24, 1993 at the Mountainside Manar Nursing Center in
Dallas, PA

Getis, remembering Soving as “onc of my favarile

people,” questioned the RA's isting of Sovina's Califomia
address and a surviving widow because. he recalls, Sovina
naver livaed in California or married.

Subseguent research reveals the R/ inadverently

combined data peraining 1o Robert W, Simeock {racorded
in 1his issue) with Sovina's.

Sovina apparently was a war casually,

sometime in 1955, Getlis writes, he and his wife visited

Sovina’s family in Warrior Run, PA. Guring their visil
sovina's parents brought him home for a day from a
nearby hospital where he had been for zome years. Gatlis
recalls Sovina's parents told him his subsegueant
conversation with their son was the first time Sovina had
SpOokEn N years.

“Samehow or other, Joe had soma kind of a break dow

allar the war and, to my knowledge, never fully recovered ™
fromit,” Gettis says

The R/l appreciates correclions of 15" arrars.



FORMER 91ster NOW RESIDING
IN WWII “"ENEMY TERRITORY"

N 215t BGMAsr, M!SGT
it '.--' W Donald H Rudolph (Ret), has
dlways intrigued the R/l

Attention was drawn to him
because he is the only farmer
81st BGIH) veteran hiving in
WWII defined “Enemy Territory "
He lives in a small Austrian
village, an hour's drive trom
S0y Vienna and a 10 minute drive to
1 the Hungarian border.

| Recent contact with him
made his war experience sound
humdrum.

‘I got over there in ‘44, flew 35 missions as a
Radio/Gunner and returned to the States with an A/M with
five Oak Leat Clusters.” he sayzs The rest of his letier
suggests his war service was but a prelude 1o continuing
adventures. {He lost all his WWII pholos when he was
evacuatad from fran in 1979 )

Belore thal he served eight years as a Gl and 14 years
as a civilian in post-war Germany, finally retiring as a
MiSat in 1980 in Ramstein, Germany. His service involved
him in Civil Engineering. Constant exposure to the German
language and his Finnish wite's cight year study of
=erman made him bi-lingual,

Subsequently, while working for a US contractor on
Crete he and his wite met an Austrian couple vacationing
on that Greek Island. The Austrians’ invitation to visit them
in Wien [Vienna) was accepted. Their Austrian hosls
proudly took the Rudolphs to the husband's ancestral
home, Burgenland, Austria. The Hudolph's presant
hometown, Unterpullendor, was included in the Austrians'
inerary.

While warking in Turkey in 1986 the Rudolph's decided
their retirement home would be Unterpullendord, a village
of about 430 pecple

"We are very happy with our home,” he writes.

Even the Rudeolph's retirement life sounds adventurous.
About three times a week they drive to Hungary for
shopping, occasional doctor and dentist appointments and
frequent “cheap” good meals. Winters {Oat-Apr) they
spend in Spain and Portugal

Teld of the editor's Hungarian heritage, Rudolph offered
0 check on his numerous reiatives in Budapest, “We can
handle the language,” ne says.

Indicating that he is not completely "Europeanized” is
the following: He enjoys eating "Baltimore” (Maryland)
crats, is a Baltimore Oricle baseball fan and was a
Baltimore Colt football fan during Johnny Unitas’ reign

Hudolgh, born and raised in Delaware Co, SE PA.
- znlisted in the USAAF in Jan 1940, The R/l hopes some
F1st BGIH) buddies of hiz remember - and write birm. The
addrass is: Donald H Rudolph, Bahngasse 4 - Brgld, 7452
Unterpullendorf, Austna 1.

HERR RUDOLPFH

Juy 1983 Tha Raggea Irrequiar

LY RUIRY:

{Continusd from Pags 8)
have bean returnad by the desorvadly chastened aditar -
alleruse in the Bl

Despite the unpleasant knuckle-rapping the R/
appreciates their gsserive communications, And, parhaps,
1 has discovered a way to forestall such future problems.

There is a chain of office supply stores with about 200
ouilets scattered throughout the Stales which are equipped
with Kodak Color Edge 1525 Copier machines. For 4%
cenls adequate copies can be promptly made of original
photos. Frantz's nose arl photos, which appeared in the
Apr 83 R/l and Busa's 3241h Sq billboard photo are
reproductions the editor obtained al his *Office DEPOT
outlat.

It an “Office DEPOT" outlet is not readily available to
soma mambers it is possitle other similar service is offered
by athier firms.

Busa's address has been included in this article
because, generously loaning arginal photos in the past, he
linds many borrowers naver return them. He's baen “taken”
s0 many times ha's “. afraid to send anything out
anymore,”

He's even sgeing his photos in books
beaaring the credit line of his barrowers!
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and magazines

To paraphrase what he wrote the editor, the Ryl
suggests 1o those whe borrowead any of his treasurad
photos: "Be nice and return them!”

In the meanlima the R requests, when possible, only
duplicate copies of treasured photos and documents be
sentto it The reduced responsibilily of returning same and
the siimination of possible strained relations will be
weloomed.

MAYBE “WE WERE ALL
A LITTLE CRAZY”?

kMajor Joseph J Anthony (Ret), K5, former 401st
navigator and mamber of Flwyn L Bloodgood's BLOOD &
GUTS LL-R. recalls VE Day. May 8, '45. An exubricnt {or
“flaky?") 91st BGIH) member tired g flare into the stairwell
of his BOQ bay. The flare and resulling smaoke, though
awakening everyone to good news, inconvenienced them
by disrupting deserved longer sleep and compalling
enforced evacuation of the guarters until alter lunch,

Another of Anthony's mermories is probably but tha 1ip of
an iceberg of other “flaky” incidents resulting in lragady.
Sometime during March '45 a P-47 pilot, imbibing too
much at Bassingbourn's Officer's Club, boasted he could
slow-rell his Thunderbolt at 500 1. A wager of 50 Ibs was
made and a group followed him out to the flight-line whare
nis plane was parked The pilot took off, made a 180
degree turn and roared back low towards the field to collact
his ket After the required roll his plane dove into tha
ground and disintegrated alongside the runway.




Trier Baged ireegular
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A KINDA - SORTA "OPEN LETTER™

1248 Canterwood Dr
RREY RRANEPY:

Lewisville, NG 27023-5544
Dear, Dear, Dear Hudy!

May 4, 1993

These big, big letters up lop means that 'm yeling af
vou to return the picture | sent you. The ane of the 324th
Sq hillboard. That is the only copy in the whole wide world
and | would iike to have it returned immediately - if not
sooner”

GCharlie Busa, the talented assistant of the late Tony
Starcer 1st BG(H) nose arlist of the 441st Service 34,
wrota more than the above to the R/l editor belore closing
with:

“Beo nice and return my 324th picture. Thank you.”

A long time aller the the Ccl 1981 G151 BGMA Hally
Round at Jensen Beach, Fl George J Frantz, Hgs, wrote
the editor in a similar vain, He had entrusted his excallant
collection of 8151 BG(H) nose art phetos to the aditor
during the Jensen Beach Rally for use in the R/

Frantz's frankly stated “disappointmant” in him is
recalled by the editor ag well as his assertion Lhat his
personal pictures were “more imponant to him” than lo the
edilor,

For the record, Frantz's and Busa's pictures to the R/l

{ Contnued on Page 7)

PROUD PAINTER

CHARLIE BUSA, WHO WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE LATE TONY
Sturcer in the 44151 Service 5q's paint shop, stands beside o 324th
3q insignia he painied. His justificd pride in hiz work prompted this
article,

El st Lataars Apeadand

e ool Woss 1 Drom

3151t BG Memorial Assn.

590 Aloha Or
Lake Havasy City, AZ BBAT3

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REQUESTED

THE RACCED IEH EGUTLAR

FIRST CLASS MAIL

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVE!

Foloed Wings

* QOMNENFONT, OMER K, 323rd, 16 State St Taunton,
hA 02780, Mar 11, 1993, Bonenfont, a 5/54l, served as a
Radio Repalrman. Reportad by his wile, Edna who
requesled 1o remain on the R/ mailing list

o CARSOMN, KENMETH D, 3241h, 133 Wast Maple 51
Granville, OH 43023, Mar 20,1983, Carson, 84 af the time
of his deatn, 15 survived by his widow. Charlotte and seven
niaces and nephews His 1893 membership duss weare
received and recorded shorly belore his deatn

* DORCY, ROBERT L, 982nd MPs, 5538 Agua 5t,

Columbus, OH 43229, Mar 31, 1553, Reporled by his
widow, Pauline, who says he died in the Hospice at
Riverside, Columbus, OH.

s HARRISON, JAMES A, 322nd, LM, 410 Park 51,
Cumberland MD 21502, Apr 5, 1883, Harrison and his
surviving widow, Mary Ellen, were active in the 8151
BGMA's early slages. They weant to Bassingbourn in '6%
and anended numercus Reunions and Rally Rounds, After
his retiremeant from his B&O Railroad locomative engineer
carger about gight years ago, he limited association
aotivilics (o participalion in the DAV Ft Washington, Chap 2
affairs {Continued on Page 6)
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