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91st WAR FORMATION PHOTOS SET FOR SEATTLE SALE

The ruins or CotoE.e, Gernanv. imm.-
dl.lelyalre.thecessaltonotho.tiriii;s w e
partotatttght tourgiven 91sr BG(H) c;ound

.THOSE 
lNTERESTED INI ADDING EXCELLENT PHO

tos to iheir 91st BG(H) wartime collections are deepty
indebted to B/Gen James H l\,4cPartl n (Bet), TX;A an N
[,4orey, NY; John J Hohman, [,4D; paut L Chryst pA and
John S Askins, Jr, CA.

lnterest in the above pho
tos will be tested at the AUo
22-26, 1990 91st BGMA Sear:
tle, WA 15th National Bien-
nia Convention A limited
numberofeachwi I be avail-
able for purchase. Approxi-
mately hail ihe ourchase or-
ice will be deoosited in ihe
91st BGMA Generat Fund.

,"] ^3 l"Hl3:;' i",,'"',?3il1- 
",,"T1"i;i."I 

i"i; jl
book, "WRAY'S RAGGED IRREGULARS". announced in
the April 1990 R/|, caught the aitention of numerous
9lsters over the years. Finally one member volunteered
considerable time, eilort and skillto make them avarlable
to the nrembership.

Former40lstp lotJohn SAsk ns, Jr, CA,like L4lchaelC
qheam who maoe Brechlers rn"nuscr,pFbook avai ab.e
deserves grateful and gereroJ" opplause for rts co-rr.-
bution 10 ihe 91st BG[rA.

Thefactthatihe useof a portlon of one of the negatives
in past R/l's stirred diffelng, unresolved recollections
regarding their exposure date accounts ior their non-use
recently.

The p.loro stirri-g tre differi'1g data sLpponed memo-
'ies is u.ique. ll codld be one of tle few p ctures talen ol
SHOO SHOO BABY in iormation during WW . (SSB is

crews (center photo).
Anolher sartlme 401st lo.m.tion ',3nap.

shol' laken by lormer 40tst pitot A an N
Morey, NY, enl.rqed bv John SAskins. CA
and scheduled lor sate at the Seat e. WA
Convenlion,ls on the rtght.

323td SODN322hd SQDN 40tsrSOON

SQ AND PLANE IDENTIFICATION LET-
lersa.e discernabte on thesitver40lst Fo.ts
jn rhis 1944 lornation photo. "20-20,viston
plusma9nilication night identityrhecamout-
llsged planes on enlargements, sHoo-
SHOO BABY is the uppermosr ptane in the

F I N A L C O N V E N T I O'V'VO rES
DETAILS OF THE NEAR NG AUGUST 22-26, 1990 slsI

BGMA Seattle, WA 15ih National Bierln al Convention are
comprehefsive y covered in ihe brochures prepared bythe
Convention Comm tiee. The brochures are avaiiable io all
91st BGlvlAers. Sirnply contact Chartes B Hackstock
'42.24_S_E 288 h Sr. Ke.r. WA 98042 Dho"e \206163._J978.

NOTE: Aug 1, 1990 is lh€ deadline for holel reservations.
AlterAug'lsl rooms willbe availabloe on ',space availabii_
ity" only.

Aug 1oth is the deadline for reservalions for scheduted
Convenlion activities - tours, elc. Alter Aug lOlh reserva_
lions tor such activilies wi require two dollars more per
each reservalion.

Reports irom Seaitle ind cate there are ,hlgh hopes,,
concerning the attendance level.

Plans now also include two new lit e endeavors to
enuourage act,ve part cipa.,o. or' those alr.-d .lg.

T1o-g oeta.'b have'rot b.pn aoT prereo d- e,tort wi,lbe
nad6 to ack-o\'Lledger-eco--nour'o.s orio,r.lor Grouid_
crev!-rrerrbers aro .ecogn ze a4o 1ol or r-oso attenoirg
the Conventton

Also members attending are invrted to bring along anye\t'aor .nwa'']teo>-apshorsolpasrrer,.r.o,sfbrooni.ron
Lo a I Lnd tra st-g e{,ort, The F I w tl oe doaat ng srapslon s-c' recent 9-st BGMA act,/ ries as SHOdSidO
BABYs Dover, DE "Rol Out Ceremonies;,'ihe Chicago
Convenlion and the 'FoVston Return.Thpsephotoswrl oe placed in availaole cardooa-d bo^eslorexa.ri ahor by al . Anvone w sh ng lo lare anyof t'lese
photo> Io4e or mdnyj lor h s own coltFct o, wi,l 6e free to
do so.

(Contjnued on page 3)
(Continued on page 2)



THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

BY TONY L4ANTALVA
DO II NOWI

I'I,,l SUBE ALL OF YOU NOTED THE LATENESS OF
the regLlar Ap.il 1990 R L For thar you have 'ny si^(ere
apology.

It should be noted, however, that a "Special Edition"
R/l reached pvpryo_e in Ap.i -l_at s x page ;ssue was
given prior iy so that the membership would receive the
1990 Seattle Conveniion Voting Ballot and proposed By-
Law Amendment changes in plenty oi t me to vote. That
"Special Edit on" also contained the necessary informa-
tion required for obtaining Convention brochures. Just in
case anyone mis-laid that info I repeat it.

"To obtain a 1990 Seattle Convent on brochure write or
cal 91st BGMA Sec Charles R Hacksiock. Address:
14224 Southeast 288th St, Kent, WA 98042. Tele: (206)
631-3978."

lf you wish to attend the Convention do the above
NOWI

So, the lateness of the regular AprilR/lwas vexing but
we got the pertinent information out in plenty of iime.
Regarding this matter, a suggestion from the editor
should be considered.

lnstead of January, April, July and October issues the
R/l couLd be schedu ed for Winter, Spring, Summer and
Fall. This would ease arbltraril;y sei dead-line pressures
which really often have al 91st BGMA ofiicials scram_
bling.

Pertinent, dead-line news would, of course, hasten
production and delivery. I'm tempted to agree with the
pressure reducing suggestion and inv ie input on t from
the membership at the Convention - and later.

The Seatile Convention program will include an etfort
to honor and recognize iolmer Groundcrew members. if
you are one of them make yourself known. l'm betting the
spirii of the effort will prompt numerous "Jly-boys" to buy
a drink or two for someone who kept ihem flyingl

Though I know it's impossible to expect all9l st BGN,4A-

ers to attend I hope a lot of you do. 'll be there with my
good Lady and a handsome grandson - a potentiaLiuiure
Groundcrew orAircrew member. As far as I'm concerned
it' I be the biggest "fam ly reLrnion" ihey ve ever attended
Those signing up for the Vancouver pre-reunion act vity
increase their opportunilies io socia lze and have a rea
"picn ic."

So, once more, if you haven't senl nforyourAug22 26,

Seatlle Convention reservations yet, I can only say,
Please DO lT NOW.

FORI\,{ATION PHOTOS
(Continued fram Page 1)

the uppermost piane in the picture )

The R r ola19 oJb cat on of tne conl, cting data :n a
fUtUre rSSUe and will weluome menOers-ip i']oLr On ll^e
rooic in subseque_t edit ons Tn's arlicle raanwhilp is

onlv concerned witt tae taki'g surv val and availability
of these ohotos at Seattle, WA

B GenMacPartlin,t.len40 stCO sIarleditall Heflew
a mission as co-pilot with John D Davis'crew ['4acpar-

tlin's presence bumped Davis' then-co-pilot, Allan N
Morey into the tail position from which Morey reported on
the formation. lrorey took along a camera that day and
took some beautiful pictures.

Probably over 30 years iater, long before the present
editor was more than an "on-and-off again" 91st BGI\,4A-
er, he visited the IVorey's in Syracuse, NY. (Allan and
Betty N.4o rey probably saved him irom starvaiion whi e he
attended Syracuse U after WWll.) After their usual table
lennis tournameni, rummaging by i,4orey produced some
wartime photos and negatives which had barely survived
earl er cellar ilooding. The ediior, env sioning ihe resto-
ralion of his own darkroom, asked to borrow lvorey's
"formation negaiives." Morey, feellng the war was-
"passe," gave the negaiives to the present ediior.
Thoughcherished,ihepreciousnegatveswere" ost"by

ihe destined R/l editor under heaps of other important
papers ioryears. His appointment io ihe R/l ediior's posi by
Paul L Chryst aiter the 1986 M am , FL Reun on sparked a
long and eventualy successfu search for the negatives.
The negatives were subsequently sent to then-Pres Chrysi
for appra sai.

Chryst after studying the discernib e Sq and plane
ident flcation letiers, found SSB on a number of the pic-
iures. The R/l placed the now historicaly important
ret!rned neoatives in ts "future reterence" iiles.

Somewhai later lhe negatives were meniioned to long
t me Associale lMember John J Hohman. whose older
broiher William, was KIA while serving w th the 1001h
BG(H). Hohnran, a professional photographer, rnade
numero!s enlargements oi Morey's negat ves bui, unfor-
iunalely, was unable io piint enlargementsof the coir-
plete negatlves because they requ red an enlarger rnodel
he did noi have.

One of Hohman's enlargements appears on page 1 of
the recenlly publlshed "SHOO SHOO BABY, A LUCKY
LADY OF THE SKY", by George Merva and Dan Patter
son, Justice Patterson Studios, 7609 Production Dr, Cin-
cinnati, OH. Other segrneni enlargements featuring-
"SSB" by Hohman have appeared in past R/ls.

A thick packet oi pictLr res rece ved by ihe R/ ailerthe
"Royston Return" irom Askins, correspondence irom
Ask ns' former Radio Operaior, Roger W Armstrong, CA
and the nearjng Seatlle Convention reso ved the R/l's
conf ici regard ng further publication oi lvlorey's nega-
tives before data pertain ng to ihem ls resolved.

Askins'excellent "Royston Return" phoios and Arm-
strong's relerences to h s former pilot's deep lnvolvement
n photography diciated Baltimore, N,4D Sunnyvale, CA
contacts Asklns reassured the editor hls darkroom was
capable of reproducing the complete, odd-sized [,4orey
negat ves and he d print any authorlzed amount for sale
at the Seattle. WA Convention.

Of the negat ves eventlally sent to Askins ihe three
chosen for in tia presentation to the membership app-
ear greatly reduced in ih s R/l issue.

The data controversy? For now, suff ce to say ihat one
former 401ster recals (with evidence) ihe "SSB" photo
was laken on the Poznan. Po and raid. Anoiher 401ster
says it was taken on the April 1944 Oldenburg, Germany
raid {with evidence).

Lt is hoped the readi y readable Sq and plane identifica-
tion lelters on some of the piciured planes will help other

(Continued an Page 7)
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IVAKING AND LOSING FRIENDS
IVARRED GROUND ASSIGNIVENT

GUNDERV BERG, 323rd S O MAIL ORDERLY, STANOS TALLESI
in thiswartime Bassingbourn mdildelivery phoio. Berg is pleased that
many 323ers still renenber hlm when he appears al 91sl BGMA

A MA L ORDERLY, GUNDER V BERG 323rd, SAYS
WAS h ohly v sib e to hundreds of men at Bassingbourn
dLrring the war And, though the job broughi no g ory, his
assiqnment has proven a source of saiisfying posl war
recogn tion.

Whenever he appears ai gl st BGMA reu n ions he says he
is inevitably approached and asked :f there s ai'ry ma I for
the 323rdl

A newswrlter for 56 years, Berg, now 80, cont nues to
wr te a weekly co umn iorihe Va ley C ty Times Record in
ND. He plied his profess on during his Bassingbourn time a
bit by keeping a diary.

From thai log he writes the Bassingbourn posi office
opened Oct T, 1943 and Oct 2 was the f rst day of operat on.
The PO, near his mai room in the 323rd's housing in Block
E made t unnecessary 1or Sq ma I orderl es to work n the
even ngs. Belore that mall was broughi irorn Well ngboro,
a considerable distance.

The 9Tst's mail orderl es further served base personnei
by purchas ng money orders for ihem. The money en
trusted was sometimes considerable Many of the base
"gamblers" purchased the money orders ior thernselves
-then cashedthem n when their luck changed Therewere
excepiions At times indiv duals maiied home iho!sands of
do lars by morey order.

Engl sh weather often made the long trip io We lingboro
lessthan ajoyr de.Severecoldswere, att mes,thepr ce he
paid. B I V Mlichell, Jacob Devourq and Hyman Cohen are
some of the other mai orderlies he recalls sharng the
respoinslbilities with him.

The opening oi the Bassingbourn PO perm ited ma I

delivery io squadron mai rooms by bicycle f loads were
heavy the motor pool provided jeeps or trlcks Barney
Hendrix and Marvin Rape, Berg recalls were two oi the
motor pool dr vers,

H s Nov 1, T943 diary records"l6 bags of mai today "
Nov 9, 1943 is described as "one oi the busiest days, T9
bagsol mail, many etters" and Nov13th, 19 bagsof pack
ages arrived l/ail volume always rose during the Chrst-
mas seasons - then "normal" delvery somet mes meant

virtually none. That was always disappointing to everyone.
Becauseof the high visibiliti h s assignment gave him he

probably had more direct contact with more 323rd person-
nel than anyone. Names became associated with iaces and
iriendships developed.

That was the good and bad part of hisjob, he says. Part of
hls job was wiihdrawing mail addressed to those llf lA and
returning it to the sender. Stamping "MlA" on hundreds of
such etters was an unforgettable dreary task

Another dreary assignment was the selling oi perisha-
bles from ihe efiects of MIA crews at the direction of Adju-
tant Butler. And another unpleasant part of his lob was the
de ivery of "Dear John" etters.

Berg was in Hq & Hq Sq when the 91st formed at lVcD ll
Field, FL in [,fay 1942. Afierthe move to Wa la Walla, WA he
wastransferredtothe323rdandworkedwth LeeLCemof
OK. Clem's assignment to 323rd CQ made Berg the ofiicial
323rd mail orderly - the lob he retained ii I the wafs end.

He recalls his Sept 4, 1942 embarkation irom New York
harbor. A lerry tak ng him and other 9lsters to the QUEEN
lvlARY passed the overturned French Liner, LAFAYETTE.

Berg's Bass ngbourn assignment, like many others,
lacked glory and glamour. The recognition he received
then and st lldoes now is inerad cable assurance that such
service was and s always rmportani and indespensible.

REALLY RARE PHOTOI THIS PHOTO FRO[4 HISTO-
rian "Bud" Evers' files is unique 10r two reasons. They are:
'1) Capt on maierial accompanying it identifies most of the
personneland 2) Ground Crew members are ncludedl

LITTLE PATCHES, the pictured 401stplane, had ogged
more than 50 rnissions at the t rne more than enough for
many Air Crewmen to safe y comp ete their tours.

Air Crewmen, standing (L-R) are: B H Bova CLrmmings,
BT; Charies A Van Loo, TG; Sam W Harr s. RO; Edward L
Whte, WG; N,4ark Weston TT; George O Fredrickson,
Bombardier; Pau A Henr tzy, Naviqator; HarodEJohn-
son, Co-Pilot and Charles N "Buck" Buchanan, P lot.

Ground Crewmen, kneel ng (L-R) are: Robert P Da ton;
Ernest V Pry; George B Camp, Crew Chiefi Charles D
Mooneyham and "Clement" (flrst name unknown). John A
Hassler, another Groundcrewman, is not plctured.

LITTLE PATCHES' uck ran out during the N/ar 6, 1944

(Continued on Page 6)



323rd P LAN E'S CH R I ST EN I N G
POSED PROBLEMS IN 1945

Bv coL wu t ts J TAYLOR (RET)

IN THE SPRING OF 1945 A STAFF OFFICER AT PINE-
tree (8th AF HQ) decided ii was an appropriatetimefor a bit
of publlc relations on beha i of our British irlends

At that time the 323rd Sq, which I was commanding, had
just recelved a brand new 817 which created a mrnor prob-
lem. That beauliful, shiny new bird required a name.

The 323rd's creative minds were ca led upon to prov de
an appropr ate, distinct ve name, our squadron a ready

";; ';il fi;;;;; was the proud possessor oi the famous NINE-O-N NE

r,iJr'.Jilirigltt";ptltN"ie which had set and would retain the 8th AF record ior
unbroken bolile under lutret.) consecutive missions without an abort. And the 91st plane

roster was replete with names of pretiy girls whose lll!s-
trated love y iorms adorned the planes' noses. lmag native
efforts in that area seemed almost exhausted. (Two of the
planes bearlnq such popular monikers would surv ve the
war and peace - they were ihe tMEf,4PHlS BELLE and
SHOO SHOO BABY.)

Fate. however, in the iorm of the high command "PR"
decision, hastened the narning of our new plane lt was
decided thai the "PR" program to honor our Br tish friends
would be hosted by the 323rd. Col Henry W Terry 91st
BG(H) CO, relayed the rnessage and said Their Excel en
cies The Lord l\,4ayor and The Lord High Sheriff of London
would aitend the christening of o!r new p ane.

The creative minds of the 323rd then abandoned al

ihoughts oi anotheriribuie to the fair sex and conceniraied
on a name suitable to the occasion.

We probab y could not have done worse than our final
decision. (Had we read or studied Eng ish history with any
sensitrvity we'd have looked iurther' The historlcal site af ter
which we named the plane is, unfortunately not generally
associaied with one of Enqland's past "finest hours ")

We named our new, shiny plane TOWER OF LONDON
Our guesis, however, were gracious and events on the

day of ihelr tour progressed smoothly _ untiL the christen-

THE TOWER OF LONDON'S
bonbay is beinq expl.ined to
lhe Lord Mayorol London,

ing. T he champagne bottle to be used was said to contarn
waterfrom the Thames. (O!rSq Exec, N,4alor Ed Bu er, was
a very resourcefulfe low.)

The botlle, suspended from the co-pilot's yoke, was
seized by The Lord Mayor during "the great event,,and
with due cerernony, struck against TOWER OF LONDON'S
nose. The Lord Mayor may have put a dent in her shiny,
new nose - but he didn t break the bottle.

He tr ed again w th the same negattve result. As he stood
there, perplexed, ii is not impossible he thought of other
Englishmen who had experienced historcatty recorded
discomfort w th the rea Tower oi London in the past.

Fortunate y someone had ihe presence of mnd to
instruct his Lordship to do what had to be done on one of
rhe 5l ua ra - ne 9-r: i_ ih. lose -r.el.

That worked.
Aiter the christening we proudly showed our guests

some of the workings of the a rcrafi. We had dignitar es of
our own there - B/Gen Gross, CG 1st Combat Wing; Col
Terry; N,4ajor Charley "Combat" Hudson; Malor Tommy
Thompson and how I wish I could recallthe names o{ all
the greai people there - including the Ground Crews who
kept us flyingl

TOWER OF LONDON went on to f y severa missions. n
fact, lflew the iast mrssion oi my tour n her on Apr I 16
1945. At dep oyment time, however, we chose our first ove,
NINE-O-N NE, to fly back home with our OPs Oifrcer, ihen
Major Bill Beid.

"TREMENDOUS RESPONSE" STIRRED
lContinued from Page 8)
an aud ence of over 300,000, the besFaitended in Britain.
A r-Fete '92 will commemorate ihe 50ih anniversary of the
USAAF's arrival n England
24/25 May '1992

SouthendAirshow Alam lydayoulwithailyingdlsp ay
espec ally themed for 1992.
'lsl or 2nd Sunday in June 1992

Air Show at RAF Swanion Morley

July 1992 (provisional)
Glenn [,4i ler style concert at Parham airi eld

3-5th July 1992
ExtravaganzaatBlickl ngHal,theEastAngiianRegional

Ofiice of lhe National Trust.
(Continued an Page 6)

A "MAE WEST" EXPLANATION WAS PAFTOFTHE "TOWER OF

L.ndon c h rlsleninq cere monies. L'n lhosewhosel'cesappearare:
ri unia"nrii"o nriOtti""rr Mal willis J T.vlor' 323rd CO: lhe Lord

M,v6r.l London: Col Henrv W Te v,913t BG(H) CO: MajTomdy
itilmpson. cp Ops ana a uliol lhe prolile ol lhe Lord Hish Sherlllol



,'SSB" MUST SHARE
,.ONE PLANE" FAME

COL PAUL G M,DUFFEE, right,
first SHOO SHOO BABY pilot,
wrcte this article. (He always
wanted ail 91st records kePl-
"straight.")

BY PAUL G MCDUFFEE

Years after the war this writer heard rumors that
another 91st plane a so completed the I\,4ar enburg raid.
Sketchy records avalable to him were not hepiul.
Recenily, singuar and extraordinary efforts by our
meticulous H storian Hiliary "B!d" Evers. unearthed
turther iniormation in the archives ai Maxe I Fie d. the
hofire oi the USAF H storica Research Organization.
Rece ving the new daia last April, 45 years later. phone
Fred Gardner

Fred coniirms that he and his crew also cornp eted the
Mar enburg m ss on. After sorne prodding he exp ained
he hadn't pressed for recogntlon for sharng SSB'S
achievernentbecause twasn't'abigdea "iorhimandhe
dld not wish to cloud the singu ar prest ge and public ty
g ven th s wrter and his crew Fred has been propery
chided for his dilfidence.

From my phone conversatlon w th Fred this is the story
of SSB s 91st compan on over [/arienburg:

The recall message neveT reached Fred eiiher.
Eventua y he aitached hrnsef to a group whch he
descr bes as "mot ey." No two dentifications of Wing,
Group or Sqlradron were alike Since he never saw SSB
and we never saw hls p ane. he probab y ilew with another
formation.

Dur ng h s return Fred's plane ran very very ow on gas
wh le st ll over the North Sea. Abandon ng their adopted
forr.airon, he descended to 2 000 feet while ightening his
p ane. At ast. with sputtering engines and in waning light
he landed al an RAF base ca ed "Seeth ng " believe Fred
said that the base was then occupied by B24s under the
command of Col James Stewart.

Aiter refue lng, wh ch took considerable time, Fred
took off and ret!rned to Bass ngbourn ln the dark. After
taxiing to h s d spersal area he and his crew shut up shop
and headed for their barracks. The festivit es regarding
SSB s "lone" achievement were over - only the Control
Tower operator knew about his late return. ln the
mornlng t s certain, his achieverneni was "dLrly noted"
bui w thout fanlare. festivity or thought oi history.

This wrlter can ony add he is deeply lndebted to
H storian Evers for the d igeni research thal has
correcled the 91st BG(H)s Marienburg, Germany rad
record HopefuLlythetuturewil providethenameof Fred
Gardneis 323rd pane and lhe names of his crew
members who have iOO long been sient regard ng their
equal part in a memorab e day oi 9l st h story.

1T WAS VERY EARLY AM. APRIL 9. 1944 IN ENGLAN D
when the Alert Ordery performed his hated 'wakey-
wakey" assignrlrent. Fo owing morning ablltions and
breaklast, airmen of the 91st BG(H) co ected n the
Brreling Room The target. ndcated by a tauty
stretched. long red strlng, was deep n the heart of
Germany The weather looked ousy; in iact with itle
mag nation. it cou d have been termed 'socked- n.
However. no cance lation was announced Shortly the
gl st look off and began climb ng to assembly a tiiude
which was supposed to be CAVU. Piotlng Shoo Shoo
Baby encouniered a very shal ow break in the overcast
Amost immedatey iherealter the top ayer of the
oveTcast was enco!ntered. Ascent through th is was Tnade
on nstr!ments The gLri-fear ol m d air col s on must
have been w th every 9l st crew a oft at that time

Fina y. after many m nutes ol b nd c rnbing, A/C 42-
32076 Shoo Shoo Baby. broke through the overcasl at
some36,000ieet an ncredibeleat n tself considering
the bomb oad, topped olf fue tanks. ammun i on and
everyih ng ese. Whie breakng through the overcast
SSB bare y m ssed co I s on with ihe ta I end of a group of
B-24's f ying on iop ol the overcast on a 900 course. The
turb!lence caused by that iormation buifeted SSB
brutally

Aiter her cose encounter with caamity she ioLrnd
herse f alone n clear sk es prov d ng un imited v s bil ty
No other a rcraft was if s ght The search for fr ends
flna ly fo!nd fecks upon the horizon, SSB headed for
them.

The format on proved to be a bad y organ zed gro!p of
817s. SSB joined it gratefu forthecompany Cont nuing
wiih ths group as *3 pane n its eading element she
helped bomb the target Marienburg. Gerrnany. down
some 1800 below Danzig and Gdynia on ihe eastern shore
of the Balt c Sea

Flak and fghter descriptons are rreevani in this
accoLrnt.The mportantth ng isal,4 ss onwascompleted.

SSB delached herself lrom the group she had
accompanied about two-th rds of theway back acrossthe
North Sea. Flying d rect y to Bassingbourn, she anded
and, after tax lng to her dispersal point, was found to be
comp ete y devo d of gas.

The weiconring comm ttee awarting her perp exed her
crew unt Co C aude Putnam expla ned thal the 91st
BG(H) wou d be credited with a m ssion as a res!lt of her
one plane pert c pation n the Marienburg ra d (The9lst
had been reca ed from the ra d due to heavy overcast but
SSB had never rece ved the rnessage.) For sometime
laniare and congratu at ons f owed lke wh skey at an
lrish wake. Th ngs soon returned io normal.

No mention was made dur ng the iesllvii es that one of
the 91st's p anes had not yet returned. Long after SSB s
welcome was overlhat plane, pioted by the323rd s Fred
Gardner, returned after dark, virtua ly unnoticed

f the April9. T 944lvlarienbLrg raid stoberemembered
as a singular event in that h story then Fred Gardner. his
crew and their 323rd Sq plane must share the "prestige
and publ city" that has been erroneousy, thus far so
generously but so ey showered !pon SSB, my crew and
myself.

ATTENTION !

(Cantinued fram Page 8)
The 1 14 paae publication contains considerable 91st

BG (H) copy and photos - many in fu ll color. Space does
not now permjt review of lh s excellent publication.
Those unable lo find it on local magazine racks may
write: Challenge Publications, lnc.7950 Deering Av,
Canoga Park, CA 91304



Do You Remembet?

Through the history af warld aviation
many names have come to the fore...
Grcat deeds af the past in our memory

as they're ioined bv more and more...

When man first started his Iabar
in his quest to canquerthe sky
he was designer, mechanic and pilat,
and he built a machine that wauld fly...
but somehow the order got twisted,
and then in the public eye
the only man that cauld be seen
was the man who knew haw to fly...

The pilot was everyone's hero,
he was brcve, he was bold, he was grand,
as he stood by his battercd old biplane
with his goggles and helmut in hand...
to be sure, these pilots allearned it;
to fly you have to have guts...
And they blazed their names in the hall of fame on
wings with bailing wire sttuts.

But fot each of these flying heta-^s
there were thousands af little reknown.
and these were the men who worked an the pianes
but kept their feet on the gtound...
We all knew the name af Lindbetgh,
and we've read of his flight to fame...
But think, if you can, of his maintenance man,
can you remember his name?

And lhink of our wattime heraes.
Gabreski, Jabara, and Scatt...
Can you tell me the names of theit crcw chiefs?

Now pilots are highly trcined peaple,
and wings are not easily wan...
Brt withaut the wark of the maintenance man
our pilots would march with a gun...
So when yau see mighty aircrcft
as they matk theit way through the ait,
The grcase stained man with the wrench in his hand
is the nan who put them there...

Authot AnonYfious

******
ATTENTIONI

DO\'I WAITI OI,D AND NE\\J
tRlt\D\ A\l 4ll Yol I\

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
AUGUST 22-25,1990

NEWEST LIFE IVEMBERS
ALBIN H. ANDOLSHEK, Crosslake, MN
KEN E. BRECKENRIDGE, Grove C ty, OH
JOHN E.G. CAMPBELL, Metairle, LA
JESSE J. CRAGHEAD, Jetmore, KS
VINCENT A. HEN/MINGS, Eng|and, (UK)
JAIVES E. PURTON East LiveTpooI, OH
ROBERT IM. SLANE, ShrevepoTi, LA
JOE A. TOTUSEK, Mesa, AZ

F I N AL CO NVE NTI O N'VOTES
(Continued fram Page 1)

A donation box wil be nearby n which members may
leave a donation for pictures ior the 91st BGMA General

There wilj be no obligation for such donal ons and the
amount of any donation w ll be lefi to ihe discreiion of the
members. lt is assumed these snapshots ol past alJa rs will
be available at the Convent on Hospital ty room.

The recent 91st BGIVIA {und rais ng prolects have been
sparked by membership interesi n ihe publlcaton oi a
comprehensive9lst BGIH) h story. Proiess onalwriters, jt
has become apparent, generaly except some payment
before beginning such a proiect. A bit oi "pushie" iund
raising has, therefore, becvome SOP for awhile.

"TRtiMEFIDOuS RESr0lr-SE" STIRRED
(Canlinued from Page 4)
5lh July 1992

Barbecueand Dance at Tho rpe Abbotis a rf eld. Norfolk.
1oth July 1992 (provisional)

Cornmemorative Service at Norwich Cathedra.
12lh July 1992

C ass c F ghter Display at Duxford A rfield, w th specia
emphasis on P-51 and P-47.
18lh July 1992

Commemorat ve service at chelmsford Cathedral
13th Sept 1992

Duxlord 92. Duxford's ma n a r d isp ay with a historical3

26th Nov 1S92
Thanksgivng Servce at Sl Edmundsbury Cathedra,

Bury St Ednrunds

REALLY FARE PHOTOI
(Continued from Page 3)

Ber in ra d The 91st N4ACR 2898 states:
"Last sighied by Sgt Glen L Sandah, 39544365 T2:42.

52.28N - 11:20E two FW190s irom tai set#3engineonfire
One FW hit A/C exploded and set A/C on flre which se12nd
FW on fire. 3 A/C went down together. A/C shot down one
twin and lwo s ngle engine E/A Four chutes weTe seen "

Oi Lt Bob Tibbetts' crew flying her that day on y two
surv ved, WG Dana E Morse and TG Walter J Dav s Those
who lost their ives w th Tlbbeii werei A exander Ellerman
Leo T Sharum. B chard A Wadheim, James W Brady
Robert E K dder, Sydney A Barait, Jr and Harold J Rhode

The ident iication of al appearing on this photo s an

example of the nformation souqht for photos io be

included in a Photo-History of the 91st BG(H) proposed by
B/Gen EarlC Pate, Rei, TN, who ssucceedingEversasthe
91si BGMA Historian.{206) 631-3978.



SON OF ONE OF FIRST 91st MIAs
HONORS FATHER: MORE

Hill, who st!mbled upon the tribute, says he is certain
veteran 91st BGI\,4A pasi official George W Parks, CA,
presenied it to ihe HMS QUEEN |\,4ARY.

A FULL COLOF MEMORIAL PLAOUE TFIBUTE TO THE 91sl
BG(H) on lhe lomer HMs QUEEN MARY, .llscovered bylormerSec
WW Hill,ls on the lell, The HMS QUEEN MARY, nowa Lo3Ahgeles,
CA lourist allracllon, ls on lhe righl, (Photos - W W Hill)

irAJ HAROLD C SMELSER,324lh andolher9l3ters KlAwere piog-
nanlly honored by his son, Lawrence L Snelser, 47 years aller lheir
dealhs. Piclured is lhe postcsrd he senl H lslorian H ilia ry 'B ud ' Evers
lroh Sl Na2ahe, Frahce. The Englishcaplion on the back says, "The
submarine base, built during WWll, whose access lock now houses
the3ubmarine Espadon,"

.THE FIRST CASUALI ES SUSTAINED BY THE 9TST
BG(H) occurred during the Nov 11, 1942 St Nazaire, France
rald. Of the iive planes atternpiing to bomb on their own
only ihree returned - one to a crash landing at Watford in
whrch haif its crew was ki led.

sAD SACK,323ro; PANDORA'S BOXAND A/C4124506,
324th were the other casualties. A I on SAD SACK and
PANDORA'S BOX are listed as MlA.

Major Harold C Smelser, ilying as co-pilot on PANDo-
RA'S BOX, was among those who never returned.

Lawrence L Smelser, DC, Nlajor Smelser's son and a 91st
BGMA Associate Member, returned to St Nazaire, France
on Nov 11, 1989 and placed a wreath on the water nearby in
rnemoriam and honorof h siatherand all the other9lsters
who died near there 47 years ago.

The N4ACR's perta n ng to SAD SACK and PANDORA'S
BOX are the same They state: "Shol out oi formation by
E/A. Five plafes tried to bomb on their own and fajled. Only
three made it back Nobombsdropped"

The IIACR pertaininq to A/C 4T24506's Watford crash
says "Malor Sme ser waved A/C on and they proceeded to
base Unable to and due to poor visibi ity. Landed at Wat-
ford, h I field pylon around 18:00 hours. Smelser A/C near
brest (sic) overwater at 2,00011wjth ballturret showing red
when ordered on (sic)."

L4alor Sme seas son, Lawrence, s an avid col ector of
91st anecdotes and h story and frequently altends 9Tst
BGMA iunctions w lh notebook n hand.
.ANOTHER 91ST BG(H) MEMORIAL HAS BEEN CAL-

led to the attention of the R/]. Former Sec W W Hill and hls
wife, Jacque in, chanced upon lt wh le touring CA last year
and pay ng their respects io the QUEEN MABY, the British
luxury liner wh ch saiely transported many 91st BGN4Aers
during the war.

The QUEEN N,IARY now a tourst attraction n Los
Angeles, CA, conta ns a fu I color plaque disp aying ihe
91st Gp and Sq insignias on a compan on door along with
oiher WWll displays.

oliri l!!ingr

. ANDERSON, HOMER (ANDY), 322nd, 3747 N Pacific
Av, Chicago, lL 60634; Apr 29, 1990. Reported by his wife,
M Anderson.

. DIETRICH, WILLIAM H, 323rd, 12708 Bexley Terrace,
Silver Springs, NrD 20304; Feb 15, 1990. Stricken with
cancer,Dietrich (70)workedattheUSSenate,SgtatArms
Oifice, Wash, DC untilthe Senate's recess on in Nov 1989.
His wife, Ruth, repods she was unable to bury hlm at
nearby Ar|nqton Cemetary because he did nol receive a
Purple Heart during wartime service. Buried at the Ouan-
iico NationalCemetary in VA, he is surv ved by ioLrrdaugh-
ters and five grandch ldren in addilion to his widow.

. JACOBY, VINCE J, 401st, 1369 Penn Av, Scranton,
PA 18509; Apr 8, 1990. Reported by the LJS postal
Serv ce.

. SEVERSON, LEO R,322nd, USAAF Home HFC.
Washington, DC 20317t June 6, 1989. Reported by the
US Posial Service.

o SPONSEL, ROBEFT C,322nd, POW,2175 Southern
#246, Apache JLrnct on, A2 85220: June 2,1990 Sponset,
who retired in 1980, was a former Mayor of Sturgis, N,fl.

A member of 1/LT Thomas F Burne's crew, he lost one
arrn when their plane, GAL OF 1\4Y DREA[.4S , was
downed during the Nov 2, 1944 N,4erseburg, Germany raid.
Five of his nine crewmates were K A.

Reporled by h s lami y whlch is planning intermeni of his
ashes with i!l military honors at the Arlington National
Cemetary

FORMATION PHOTOS
(Continued from Page 2)

members determine or speculate on the date and the
miss on during which the photos were taken.

Askins'lormation enlargements are 6 1/2 x 10" wlde.
The photo of Cologne, Germany immedialely after
WWll's end is B x 10" wide. The photos will be sold at the
Convent on for $5.00 each; two ior $9.50 or all three for
$14.00. At this time mail order arrangements are stll
pendlng.



*TREMENDOUS 
RESPONSE" STIRRED

BY 50th USAAF ENGLISH REUNION

Society, has co-noired wiL- Br tsh enl'lus.ast> groLp.
lripndsorthoEig-rr o- a proqramme o, picture p,e;enta
lions to favo.rile i-ns o, tre loca.ily wa.ttTe bases. The
p-clu'e -sual'y rates the for-n of an e-largeo photograph
oep cirng an a rc'aft lhal . ew lron .-F nea,oy airJ eld. l.
some instances other wartime memorabtlia i; on display.
On- puo invorved is not of Dre-wa. o'|qir our was e;tab_rsred n 'pce t years on lhp sile of tre o d FoLgrarr { B_r}
S- Ed-r.rndq, air,ie d lr s na.neo fhe F4lag Fonress an6|ro s,g_ carnes d pai-ring of one of these Oonoers thar
once llpw lrom [h. now aoanoored a rltelo

EVENTS
19th May 1992

Glenn N,4illersty econcertatWestc ilfeTheatre, C ancton
on Sea, Essex, performed by the Nick Ross Orchestra and
Sirqers.
23l24 May (provisional dale)

Air Fete '92 at RAF L4itdenha L Hosted bv the uniied
Slale> Ai'Torce. r1e a_ruaI Ai. Fera is .ae la'gp<t disptay
organized by the m I tary anywhere in the wor d and, with

. j (Continued on page 1)
ATTENTION! .

1942-1992

.REUNION NEWS BULLETIN
2", the promotional paper of lhe
East Anglia Toutist Board Toppes-
field Hall. Hadleigh, Suffolk, 1P7
5DN, England, reached the R/1. lt is
beautiful, infarmalive and free to

"Beunian News" is successlully
selling Englands intent to cele-
brale the 50th Anniversaty af the
USAAF'; WWI I arrivat 91 st BGMA-
ers are urged ta write its' editar,
Jane Sullivan (address abave) far
free. forthconing collectable
c0pt€s.

PUBS - BY ROGER FREEA4AN
TO J\,1OST YOUNG AMEBICAN A RMEN THE ENGLISH

'pub'appeared to be the ma n centre oi socla contact in
the localiiyofthe rbases. N,4anywho had never been intoa
bar in the States frequented pubs when olf duty. These
establishments provided relef from miltary ife and an
opportunnity io m x with the nattves, probably more than
they were regarded as a source of alcoholc beverages
lnded, many US serv cemen found Bitter, M ld, Siout and
ihe spec al brews quiie unpalatab e and compiained about
iheirwarmnature,asmostbeerswereservedchi led nihe
States. However, perseverance saw many develop a taste
for pub fare be it 'half of Guiness'or'a lemonade and a
packet of crisps'. The waak wartime ales were soon iound
to be not all that weak and not a few aerial war|ors foLrnd
pleasant re iei through 'a pint or iwo' in the Snug, Tap
Room, Sa oon, Lounge or one ol the other dr n king rooms
in the average in n.

Some pubs became favourites and took on a distinctly
Amercan flavour and evidence of this can st I be seen.
Probably the mosi notable ts Lavenham Sryan, Suffolk,
whose wartime andlord encouraged his visitors to leave
their autographs on the wal s of two bar rooms. An area of
these nked and pencilled s gnatures has been preserved
and includes a few famous names in 8ih Air Force history.

To mark the alfeciion US airmen had ior the local p!bs
the vetrans' orqanisation, the 8th Air Force Hisiorical

National Warplane Nluseunr

GENESEO NY 14454

. THE NORTHEAST'S LARG EST 1990 WARBIRD AIR-
show is set ior Saturday, Aug 18 and Sunday, Aug 1gth
at Geneseo, NY. The Toth Annual "Wings of Eag es"
airshow, sponsored by the National Warplane Museum,
P O Box 159 Geneseo,NY14454(Piibn6:716 2{3i0690)
wil highl g ht four engine heavy bombers. The 817, 824
and the Avro Lancaster wil be represented as well as
over 125 other WW I aircrait.

The Upper NY Slate event has ga ned internationa
recognition. Contacting the above address will provide
detailed accomodat on and ticket informai on. Parkino
is free.
. COL LESTER F RENTMEESTER (RET) 40Tst,FLsent
the R/l a copy of a magazineformat pub icat on entiiled,
"SERENADE TO THE BIG BIRD: THE SAGA OF THE
B-17 FLY NG FORTFESS "

(Continued on Page 5)

THE RAGCED IRRECUI,AR

EAST ANGLIA

91st BG Memorial Assn
210 tralinrood Dt

M flaii ilonre A[ ]2653

FOB!\AqDI\C A\D ADDFESS
CORFECT ON FEOUESTED

FIRST CLAS eln t
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LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVE!


