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STANOING AEFOBE TH€ FITM VEBSION OF THE MEMPHIS ON LOCAlION IN ENGLAND ARE THE
survivinq crew members and lhe aclors ponraying ihem in thelilm. L-R, kneetinq. a16: o B Sweeney. Reed
Dlamond, Mallhew Mod ne, Sean Aslinj Eric Sloltz. Near ciuntoti, Coudfey caines. B |y Zane, and Taie

L-R. rear are: Chuck Leiqhron, Jim Verinis. Boberr K Morgan. Hatry Connick. John L thqow. David
Skatha rn Bob Hanson, Bill winchell. Casmir Nasta , Eugene Adk ns and Joseph cianbrone. (phoio - D

that tme the BlTs had a aPPlebY)

terrib e success rate." illorgan recal s32percentpane v ftual crev ce for "The Be le s l03iootwingspan Buthe
and personnel losses dLrring the nita expernTeftal Il ppedheronhersde onewlngup the oiher down. and
operat ons in the ETO n wh ch the 91st BGIH) thundered through
part c pated ) Among the discomliied was the Conrnrander of the US

Then Capt Morqan tnterpreted Gef Arno d s WeatherStatonontheCourihoLlsestopfloor Hetredio
"peTTn ss on bera y when "The Bel e" and ts crew get /organ pun shed lor the sttlnt
r-ciurned to th -. Stal-os Later hlgh rank ng m litary brass. stunned by f'4organ s

Augll.lg43heflewbetweenAshev le NCsCityHall llambouyant f y ng before landlfg al Memph s TNwhere
and Courthouse The space between the bLrild ngs s a lConlinued on Page 3)

$lOO,OOO SCHOLARSHIP FUND
PROPOSED BY VP J M BACON

.IAMES M BACON lO1ST RAD O OPERATOR 2ND
VP 91st BGMA comp eted his wart me 35 nrission tour
successlLr y. (H s wife " ssy", proud y requests the DFC
he received be mentioned.) t took Bacon's peacetlme
careeT n coTporate saes. wh ch included considerable
time wth a DvisLon of The Coumbia Broadcastlng
System. io provide hinr w th the exper efce oi gett ng
"shot down.'

Sparkng huge national sales promotons he on
..--'occaisons, iound some oJ hs in,aglnatve proposas

rejected by olher h gh llrm oif cials for one reason oT

anoiher. Undeterred, he aways returned wth other
acceplable proposals unt sLrccessfLl 1y closing hs
peace t me sa es caleer.

Members of the 91st BGlvlA w lsoon be receiving a
"Spec al Ed tion" of the R,'l n whlch he proposes a
S100.000 Trust Fund to prov de "in perpL ty an annua
scho arship of SO 000 ' for chosen. el g ble students at any
accred ted insl tut on lor h gher learning.

Deta s of Bacons rnag native proposal are luly
exp ained ln his forthcom ng mai ing

Bacof s proposal s particu ar y LiniqLre because he so
sold on h s dea. refused to let t be 'shot down" when
associaton lundng was determlned to be too risky
dur ng the recent Denver CO 91st BGI\,IA think tank.

Wlth the bless ngs and best w shes of the 91st BGMA
oflicials he has personally paid for the promotion of his
proposa so tlT at the membership may express its reacl on
ro l_i" 91 ,. BCIV A Sc'1o ar. _rp f .nd plan

(Conlinued on Page 2)
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FILM FIRM FETES MEMPHIS BELLE CREW
G ENERAL H H AFNOLD

LISAF Commander. g ave
then-Captain Robert K
Morgan. 323rd Sqd. 91st
BG(H). "pern]iss on tof yh s
plane as ow as he p eased
dur ng The Memph s Be e s
iriumpha tour of the Lls
after she and her crew
comp eted 25 m ss ons n
1943.

The reason ng beh in d
Gen Arno d s perm ssive
order s oarta y expaned
n a iorthcoming Warner
Bros f lnr on The l"4emph s
Bel e A pub cist for the War
Deparlrnent rs described n
the frlm as 'a person who s
rea ly try ng to se lthe B17s
make I a pop! ar war tem to
sel War Bonds because at



THE DENVER, CO OCI 1989 8th AFHS REUNION
was also an Administrative Rally Flound for the 91st
BG[.4A. ln addition to the presrdent, Vp James [/ Bacon,
Sec Charles R Hackstock, Treas Charles V Welbes
Pictorial H story Committee Chairman Earl C pate, Jr
Reunion and Western Rally Round Committee Chairmah
Paul J Limm, lremorials Comm iiee Chairman W W Hi I

and Funds Audit and Review Committee Chairman
l\,4arvln M Goldberg attended.

Slnce even an attempt to record a portion of the
problems discussed and agreements arrived upon to
resolve them is prohibited by the limited Fl/t cotumn
space, lll only say l'm pleased with the results of this
overdue 91st BGMAthink tank. lf all s accompiished ihat
was agreed upon ourAssociation, at the seatt e Nat onal
Reunion, will be able to boasi its tradition of continuing
progress was preserved by its presentoff icers. l'm certain
all your olficials will do their utmost to compleie their
varied projects to make ihe precedrng prediction come
true.

For belter or worse "money" mattered in many of our
decisions. The 91st BGMA projecl members can
presently contribute to not requiring money is ihe Group
Pictorial Hlstory being prepared by B/Gen Pate, ANG. He
has thousands of pictures depicting 9lsters engaged in
events and activities of the past. Unfortunaiely, he has
little informat on regarding "who, what, when, where,
why and how." Without such documentat on these
photos have little value.

Therefore he requests members who have documented
photos to send them to him as soon as possible. Pate
describes "documented" photos as coniaining as much
ol the following information as possible:

1) Date, place and organization,
2) Name, rank, duty assignmenl and unil of personne

3) lnformation describing anyspecial circumstances or
activity shown on picture, and

4) Any other data the sender can supply regarding the
photo. (Exarnple: lf it is known pictured ndivlduals
were KlA, MIA or POWS, please include that data.)

Please do not write upon the back of the photos. Write
information on a piece oi paper and attach this caption
materia to the back of the photo with scotch tape. The
pressure of writing on the back ol photos often leaves
damaging impressions on the image side. Those sending
phoios will be credited in the caption for their donaiion.
Phoios will be returned to mernbers req!esting that.

Official head and shoulders photos of 91st Group,
Squadron and Supportlng Units C/Os are sought as well
as photos of OTU bases where the 91st was statloned in
the US and "enroute" photos any member may have of his
sea or air transportation to or from Eng and. Also xeroxed
copies of Orders of the Day, Deployment Orders, etc are
sought. Group operations produced volumes ol paper
work which now has historical value.

Pate plans to portray the 91st's pictorial history from its
in ilal cadre to tsreturn home n 1945 Separatesectlons

SCHOLARSHIP FUNO
Cont nued from page 1

The above means Bacon s persona y foot ng the bi
for the pub catlon of some 2.200 Spec a Ed tion" R/t s
and the r mai ng That a n t hay!

Thus far, even belore the f rst ma ling. he has received
p edges tota ng $1.660.00

Oct 1988 then-Sec W W H ll personally mailed First
C ass postcards anr1ouncing Shoo Shoo Baby s
departLrre irom the Dover DEAFB An announcement oi
his genorosity in the Rll el c ted cons derable
rnembersh p response whch helped hm delray his
prlnt nq and ma ling cosis.

Thos-o so ncl ned raay show s m ar apprec at on for
Bacons maginative but extremely expensive personal
efiort to provide a means of preserv ng ihe 9lst s Proud
Past n pertuity His address s: James [4 Bacon. 26725 W
Warren Av Dearborn Hts 1,4148127.

N/embership response to the questonaire in his
''Spec a Ed t on' B/ w ll determ ne 1 the ever
enthusiastic salesman n hm s "shol-down" aoain - or
not

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

IY TANY MONTALVO

A KIND OF REPORT

or chapters will be allotted each Squadron and Support
Unll.

Send all Pictorial History materlal to B/cen Earl C pate.
ANG, 104 Skyview Dr, Hendersonvi[e, TN 37075. His
personal oreoa'at ons have ltlera ly p'acao th is prolect onalro'll b -rF'o J5olrl l^a vlo l oa ao e -o Co, ulJoe il
"s ccessfu ly' without 'U"l

lloney, unfoitunately, dictated denial ol Association
tunds to an ambitious 91st BGMA Scholarship Fund
proposed by 2nd VP James M Bacon. N,4t. Bacon. whose
post-war career was corporate merchandising, is so sold
on his Scholarship Fund project that he has proceeded
with it - at his own considerable expensel Details on
Bacon's altruistic project appear elsewhere rn th s R/t. tt s
hoped lhe nrembersh p makes Bacon s prolect ',f y.

Money also dlciated a regretfut decrsion not to commit
91st BGMA funds to publish the ate, former Lt C Carlton
Brech.er's book Tanuscriol o'1 r'le lirsi yedr of the gjst
BC{H)s ope'atrons Vary me'rbers w, .p.rember
Brechler as our Group's war-time publi6 Re ations
Offlcer. Documents availabte indicate he served theglst
8G[.4A with former editor Paul C Burnett as a public
Relations oiflc al.

l am happy to rpoort the manLscnp o, his book,
WRAYS FACGED IRBEGULARS,' 5no\erLheeqsnow

avai able to interested members w thout commiltment of
any Associatton iunds. Deta s concerning this project
wi be inc uded soon in the F/ I ml.rst add that gist
BGMA Llj,4 M chae C Rheam, pA a heavi y decorated
former PFF Nav gator brought th s project to lru t" after
H storian Hi lary 'BLtd' Evers research d d the ,soade-

^or1 A Logaql o o. q ao to aLor/ \1a11 ra(o .ao
the harvest nq prob em of thetr prod qous efforis

I can think oi no better way of cofcludrng our past year
of good inientions than wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Happy, Heatthy anil
ProsoeroLs New Yeer

PRESERVE

OUR PROUD PAST



MF,MPHIS BELLE CREW
lCantinued lron Page 1)

the "Real L4emph s Belle" awaited h s arriva was
overheard mutter n9, Somethlng aboLlt a'CoLlrt Martial'
for that pi ot.

A w de y-hera ded documentary film on "the Be le ' and
her crew by W ll arn Wy er was released durlng WW I A
new raovie a Warner Bros presentation of an Enigma
ProdLrct on portray ng a iict onal zed drarna o{ "The
Be Jes" Lasr m ssion belore return ng to the States ls
schedu ed for a ate-summer Ielease n 1990.

The producers of the new l lm have gone to great
engths to authent cally recreate the hlstorica tale to d

Producer Dav d Pulnarn lThe Killing Ftelds. Ihe Mlss,o,
and Charlots af Fire) and fellow producer Catherlne
Wyler, daughter oi W liam Wyler who i lmed the orig nal
19.14 "8e e" documentarv invted the orqna "Bel e"
crew back to England to brief ' the young actors taking
their paris in the movie.

Seven ol The f.4ernphis Be le's ongina crew happlly
acceptedtheJuyl9S9 nvtaton Theywere P otRobert
K [,4organ Co-Pilot James Vernis. Navgator Charles
Le ghton Rad o Operator Robert Hanson, Wa st Gunner
Casrnir Nasta and Clarence Wlnche and Gunner
ELrgene Adkins

Also invited and attend ng were iormer Crew Chiei Joe
Giambrone and Frank Donofrio. folrnding pres dent of
The N4ernphis Bel e l,4emolial Asso

The f lnr-makers pa d for a iherr expenses - including
those of thelr wives

DLrring a dinner wiih the young actors the o d veterar)s
were questioned reqard ng the r re aclions under
dLlierent circlrrnstances and delails perta ning to the r
dut es.

Wh le at Brnbrook, s te of nruch of the ll ming. now-Col
Morgan (Ret) f ew a Bl7 ior the first t me in nrore than 40
years. After the fight he sald 'lt was like fve
0hristmases a I on the sarne day "

ln so ic ted correspondence w th the R,'l he says he st I

pilots a p ane "But nothing l ke a Bl7 l don t remember it
bernq so danrn no sY '

Matthew N4odine s the actor who plays Morgans
counierpart n the f lm Mrs Morgan after d gglng out old
photos of her husband when young. says actor Mod ne
even looks a b t llke him.1\4organ n advis ng Modine how
10 portray a 817 p ot adv sed h m to "inilate h s ego, be

Of Morgan, ["4odine says.'Hesfantastc. Hes reallya
very b gger than lie sort of character."

Frank G Donofrio. who n tiated and ed ihe drive to
restore The Memph s Belle. participated n the f lming of

ALI EXPENSES PAIOI PICTUAED BEFOFE THE BASSINGBOUFN
Tower Museum are lhe guesls ollhe tilm makers ollhe newWarnerBros
dovie. The Memphis Belle. lnadverdenlly missinq is Frank Donolrio
who sparked "Belle s resloralion. L-R are: Elgene & hene Adkjns.
Casmt & Lois Nasral. Chuck & Jane teiqhron, Roberr & Erizaberh
Morqan. Joseph Giambrone & Tily Fobins, (Unidenlilied) & C E
Winchell. Roberl & lrene Hansen and Jim and Marie Verinis.

severa scenes n ihe ii m as an exira one is a crowded
baT scene n wh ch his snow wh te ha r rnay or may not
dentify h m n another he and [/]rs Jarnes V rnis w fe of
"The Belle s" origlna co p lot, w ll appear n a large
dance sequence in one of ihe hangars. (Donofrlo now74.
s present y irying to establ sh a oca N4emohis. TN

chapter ol the US Amateur Ba roonr Dancers )

Ground Crew Chiei Joseph c arnbrone who, in
addit on to keep ng "The Bele" flying dur ng its tour,
compiled unauthorized corrbat time on her, says the
roya treatment given "The Be e's' veterans by the iilm
f rms never wavered throughout the week ihey were
there PLrb c ty Ass stant Gll y llodson greeted everyone
upon iheir arrival n Lofdon with a waitng car, an
enve ope w th English pounds and reserval ons at the
Rembrandt Hotel

Dinners, Press and TV interviews, conducted tours and
thoughtfully arranged "free-time" insured memorable
limes for everyone. Sunday, Sept 30th, at the RAF
B nbrook Base was "Press JLrnket' day. British
American and lnternat ona news representatives
swarfned around them

"lve never seen so many photographers at one time,"
Gambrone says 'The whole trip had a iaste of
Hol ywood through and through.'

Other former "Belle crew members have been qL.roted
n var ous da y papers as iollows:

Eugene Adkins. who hadn t been back to England since
1943, said "l m glad to see lts back in operation aga nl"

Carence Wnche denred the 'hero rol ' everyone
associated w th the f lrn ass gned to their gLrests of honor

'We had a moral obligatton ' he sald. SLrre it was
rough, but the thing felt s that we were dedicated to lhe
troop We fe t as close as we could be wlthout be ng b ood
brothers, so my ob igal on was to defend the r backs."

(Conlinued an PaQe 4)

EXI]BERANT "BELLE"
pilol Bobert K Morgan
lhunder€d, one wing up, the
other down, lhrough lhis
inadeq!ale space belween
lhe Courl House (lell) and
Cily Hall ol his hometown,
Asheville. NC, when he and
his crew relurned lo the
siales aller compleling lhet

An arlisl's painllng ol lhe M6mphb Belleln aclion i3 on the rlghl. A

new p.inling ha6 been b€gun by noled Engllsh 6rlbt Roberl Trylor.



:
MEMORIAL GROUPS' PLANS
CROWD 1990's CALENDAR
. A REUN]ON OF WWII USAF PERSONNEL S BE]NG
scheduled by the Assoclat on of Amer cans lnterned n
Sweden 1943-45 for June 1990. Thus iar trave dates are
flexible but related events are schedu ed irom June 6 to
June 17 1990

"lnviled are former nternees, N4ustang pi ots, Carpet-
baggers. ATC personne and anyone else involved n
1943-45 Scandnavan operations," Sune t Lundberg
says

Those nterested n attending should coftact
Lundberg 1194 Washoe Dr. San Jose CA95120 phone:
408-269 3942

The Assocation oi Arnercans lnterned in Sweden
1943 45 PO Box 4954 Santa Rosa CA 95402. w latso
provrde inforrrat on if coniacted
.THE A R FORCE ESCAPE & EVASION SOC ETY

(AFEES) cons sts oi American airmerl who were downed
beh nd enemy lnes and either evadecl capture or who
ater escaped and returned to Al ed Contro.

One oi ts purposes is to re unite Anterican airmen w th"underground" Bes stance He pers n France. Be giLlm.
Hol'ard \o,u,", l" , d-o o rer /oLnLries

By Dec 1944 4.000 US Evaders had returned to the UK
and about the same number, it ls est rnated were being
sheliered by "unclerground'iorces n German occupied
countries. lt is unknown how many of these S,0OO Evaders

For..,..re1 b.< o' ..! ,J derg.oL. o d,6 , Lo-celr
ata 6!ted r.ro^nqtlthei .d rL.-apeotro)e (h.l
asssted get back to the UK safey. They woltd rke to
contaLl rhF a rar l-e) .,pFo o o.-o!( ,.tr4 | ar(o,.)
were successf!l

"That s all " says C aude MLlrray oneolthedirectorsof
AFEES.

AFEES present y has a 'drop rn the hlcket', tist ol7O0''found" Evaders t requests anyone qua fy ng as an
Evader to contact and joif t so that nrore "undergroLrnd'
He pers wi exper ence the saiisiact on of knowing the r
miss on was accomplished.

An Evader hrmse f for severat months in Hol and during
the 1944 45 w nter ML.rrray, in recent years found anA
contacted his l4 He pers He has s nce rece ved a st of
over 500 Amer can a rmen who were Evaders in Holland
alone and who are now sought by their Dutch Helpers
Fewer than 100 of these Hollafd Evaders have been
located by AFEES thus far

The AFEES ollers a I 9tst BGMAers who evadecl or
escaped with the assistance of "undergroufd" Helpers a
un que opportun ty to show their appreciation for the
brave, risky assistance provided them years ago

According to Memor a Com ttee Chairman W W H
91st BGLIA members Reg s R Carney 3241h pA C ement
D Dow er 324th and Chauncey H Hicks 40Tst. CA are
survivng Evaders sLrccessful y ass sted by Begian
Helpers

lnformat on sLrpplied by AFEES. accord ng to H lt, a so
ndicates the follow ng former 9l sters were assisted bv
Belga -eoo,. CABa.1.-.a jo DIB'rd^e' vJd;
A W Calder, 322nd: W G Cass (Coss?) HQt R D Hatten
401st; J lV Kinnane, HO; EBMoser,322nd;GCNordman,
322nd; L Roqers, 322nd: J C Ross, 324th; C [,4 Seiler,

322nd and D C Stairs,4O1si, pA.
Only D C Stairs is a 91st BGMA rnember. Any

inforrnation availabte on the others wil be appreciated bi
AFEES Hil and the F/.
^ 

Clalrde l\4Lrrrays address s j68i0 Bosweli B vd Sun
City, AZ 85351. Phone: 602 972 3991.
. TH E 8TH AFHS HAS SCHEDULED A 1O DAY RETURN
,o t. o r-o o". oo"'a 41-,1",. s,. 6ty. 9o, -6. ys, -_
'0 i9o0 o.6,. n( Jde, .orp.o.6n .6 torlarrangements For deta ts: 8TH AFHS p O Box 72j,
O dsmar FL 34677.

.T+],E 45th ANN VEFSARY REUNIoN oF THE STALAGLlft ll . Ex-POWs Associat on wiI be he d from April26
29, 1990 n Norfo k. VA. For nformalonconract:HobertL
Weirberg.2229 Rocr C.ee^ D,. Ke,.yvire. TX 78028
Phone.512-257-4643

MEMPHIS BELLE CREW
(Continued tram paae 3)

Robert Hanson asked his ieelings regardlng watchrng
,oirg aclo's_oonray a Dart of 1rs craws pasl. sdid
a 19hli']gly. '-l-av re .lor q.ire ac gooo ook,ng as we

wFro. bLt tfev dre /ourq and enl ustasi,c .e\acUv liKe
we \^ere'

Davd Puttnam ihe producer who ear er made the
Oscar w nn ng f m fhe Lasi Emporel says h s
''Memph s Be e flmisnotjustastoryofherosm "tsa
parable of good and ev l, of what rnakes men heroes '

As such. the characters porirayed are not intended to
be dupl cates oi lhe origina "Bele" cTew membeTs

D B Sweeney who portrays the nallgator. $ras
re uctant to meet' Chuck" Leigl'rton. the 'Bel e s or gina
nav gator. He d dn t want peop e 1l] th nk he 'was bas nq
the characier on him." (Pub cty re eases pertain ng to
the film ndcate the ii m's navigator sa Rgd Dgt
Award' cand daie )

Morgan says he th nks the nrov e w be good t w
br ng back a lot oi memor es to 9lsters and others ' he
says An American co Llran st, Candace Burke-B ock
coverng TheBeles"cTews nvolvement ntheli mng
adds credence 10 Morgan sspeculat on Wh le watch ng a
BT7 zoorf across the Eng lsh sky dur ng lhe f lm ng she
a so watched Co N4organ's reaction to the s ght

She wrote "Awesorne n ts ferce dign ty and
aggressve grace. lhe o ve-green Bl7 the men are
watch rrg is a most dentica to the f ghter plane they ilew
during WW The lven,phis Bel e. Capt Robert l\4organ
who was The Memph s Bel e s p ot stands transl xed. a
b tter-sweet smie on his lps.'

A CLOSE.UP OFTHE M€MPHIS BELLE'SORIGINA! CFEWTODAY.
L-F are:EugeneAdkins,cunneriCastmirNaslat.Watstcunner:Ch.rtes
Leiqhlon, Navigator: Fobert K Morgan, Pltot James Verinis! Co-pitoli
Joseph Giambrone, croundcrew Chiett Robert Hanson,FadioOperaror
and Cldrence Winchell, waist Gunner,



PHOTOS FAILED IN COVERAGE
OF BASSINGBOURN CHANGES

By w w HtLt
THE OLD SAYING THAT ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A

thousand words was re-affrrmed for me whtle attending
the Royston l\/emoria Rededicat on Ceremonies a-t
Bassingbourn last July 1989. There is no doubt thai
hundreds oi pictures were taken and are now the so!rce
of thousands and thousands of verbatized memories. The
weekend's theme, "Thoughts and Remembrances,',
naturally focussed the cameras orl the related
ceremonies and the people attending ihem.
Aoprooriare,y engrosseo n tl-e nosla gia ot t 1e past I rt
alraidlhepresent.tl-echa'1gesarBass;ngbou .;i'rce .e
war, were not similarly recorded by those ol us attending.

Though words are a poor s!bst tutes for piciures, I

believe even a part al descriptron of some of the posFwar
changes is of interesi.

Those returning to Bassingbourn today first see
changes at the Main cate where WWlt British Army tan ks
and other heavy equipmeni are disp ayed. ,'The Chang
Lychgate," built during WWll by British pOWs in Chanai
after Singapore's fall now stands before the Headquarteis
Bldg. This gate originat y stood at the entrance io the
Changi prison cemetary where 400 POWS were buried.
When therr remains were returned to England the gate
was brought back w th them to serve as a Memorialtothe
18th Div sion, a Br tish unit essential y manned by men of
East Anglia.

The four loot high trees that were ihere when Gen
Slanley T \!ray Cedicated the 91st BG(H) prop Memorjat
in 1978 now subtly shietd and proiect ihe monument with
their 20 ioot he ght.

N,4any 01 the old buildings remain the same - chafges
have. altered others and pans tc meet the trainlng
requirements of today's Brtish sodiers wi soon ada
other struclures on the base. The otd hangars are still
there but they house training fac lities - not pjanes. One is
a gyrnnasium.

The old consolidated mess, closed, is being
refurbished ior other actrvities.

A huge man made ski slope breaks the formerflatness
of the airfield about a quarter oi a mile southeast from the
Control Tower. Covered with an artilicial snow base it
permits year round sk training. The slope was closed to
civilian use recent y because of the curreft Terrosrst
threat.

L-TC Mlchae Boocock during a tour oi his Command,
poinled out areas where rare orchids grow w ld ar]d siles
which have been prepared 10 attract a species of

FFJ6nE- rd ow s n a p otecleo env,ronrnent 

-
..The south and west srdes of the base prouiO" t'.,"
biggesl surprise. Large man made takes occupy much of
that, a.ea. The takes are natLraly tirreo rrorri lpwJiirg
lresh undergrourd water. This modification .eqLrired th;
shorleri.ng ol the matfiunway which is now onty suitabte
lor sma L l,ght pla'les. Theotne. runways aretht.lgs of thepasl.

Also th.oughout the base. ru^dreds oi rrees Fave beenpldntod l5o ga e o- lle no lt- , de I ar o. .. ed ro lhe
323rd S 

'q 
s d spersatarea acro95 Hu'1lrngro^ Roysro.l FId

and the lower pdrl ol the win pote Hatr Estate. is locke.j
The unfo.gerrab e -uge. hLndred-year ord elrn trees lhattrorderFd rhp road between Wirnpole Ha,t and
HLrnt n9lon Rovston Ro. destroyeo Oy DLtch Etm
d ,oa\a 1a.p bFAr ,oplac6o or roLlg Le.ro- ,,Fec. l-e
EIrs o_ce shetrered lhe ptanes ot t.e 32310 _ 10 gtsl
B(irVAer wi I ever sep lre,, .eplacements grow enoJgh to
serve such an assionmFnt

The_ changes: "n a way. o.obab,y h.lpeo manyatterdng the Foyslo'1 prory Ga.oeis Reoedcatron
ceremorres (ooe wilh rhe sole.rn;ly of lhe occaiston.
I 'le clanges praced a perspect ve uoon pasr memories ol
an emoIonal ttrne .o' us all. tve'1 r,le w6alher blJrred the
memory most of us retain oi war-time Bassingbourn,
lnsteao.ol low rarging s j er overcast gloor y 1og. rain
anO chtr y lernoe'aru'es. a ,ad:ant s<y wrlh fer,r scailered
curnLloLs ( o-dS azi'y wa,mi'1g lhensplves ,n lhe gO0 to
v0! ternperature preva led.

Post-war changes have .plowed under', even the lasttraces oi many other 8th AF bases. Though
Bass._goo-'ns m,ssion nas been char:ged from airioqro.nddLt.'F- il wl eadnlo--ra \,.d,qroCOme-
ch6_gi-q . bul srit a Jnioue. ivi-g ne.rorial to rhe gtsr
tsG(H) and perhaos. the enIre Ath AF

''ROYSTON RETURN'' TiD B TS
. R/I READERS AFE JUSTIFIED IN NoT BELIEVING
everyth.ng l\ey see n pri1t. (ParricLtarry ntheR t-atter
rts erroneo is Apri 1989 'Eo ded Wirgs' tsli-gs.J Fair
ero rg1. Tl_e F I ed tordoes nor oet.evieveryta.ig in tne
Sunpapers ol Batto, tVD either. But he stj has iaith inqeds & Cambs qeponer & Royston Crow paper ol
Royston. Eng dnd. Tl^e tottowrng irJe story appeared on
page 11 of thal ercelr-ll papers Ju y 2r, 1989 edit:on.

Accord n9 to Ihe accounl a former 9tsre.. navi.lg
returned to England for the first time since the war t;attend the Royston Priory cardens N,4ernorial
Leremories sought. ursucessfJlly, to fi-d sone of hts
91sl ffienos i1 oyston o'1 JLty 15. 1989. Un,o4u-arety. a I

(Canlinued an Page 6)

WE.RE IN IUCK!
A REAL CHICXEN.
COL I3 LEADING US
ON OUR FIRST R\\DJ

YOU MEf\N
SCARED rooll



323rd Sq's 'F ghtin PaPPY"
in a Spanish edii on of "Der
Adler " a wartme German
magazine. rece ved PromPt

Former 9Tst BG[,4A Sec_
Trea John C F inn, J r. 40T st.

u.s.A.
.THF R/ls REOUEST FOR A TRANSLATION OF THE

caption appearing below a photo of the crash s te oi ihe

Grace, now 64, is reported io have "got ihe shock ol her
lite" when re-introduced to the former 91ster.

"To tell the truth," she is quoted, "at first lcouldn't
really remernber him, but he had a picture of me at one
of ihe old dances we used io go to in the hangars at the
cam p.

"They used to take photographs for the Army paperand
then the soldiers were given the chance 1o buy copies. I

was realiy just a face jn the crowd, bui he remembered
mel"

Discretlon has deleted the former 9lsters' name from
lhe above story. The editor hates having to wrile "Oops
Newsl" items.

1989 Royston Memorial
Reded cation Ceremon-
es, may have difficulty
recall ng details of their
popular wartime pub - but
there was no problem
reca llin g the former
landlady, Dor s Foster, or
her "1940 s black velvei,
ha o hat."

They both live on.

KY Ray R Ward.322nd, TX
and Pras 'Tony' Monta vo. "FIGHTIN' pappY"

401/324th CA provided Basslnsboum

irans atlons. Past 9l st BGMA Pres Pau Chryst,401st
sent a pholo of her before her down n9

The translaiions are srnlar. lt nrust be added lhe
intricacles ol the Spanish anquage, exp a ned by Ward
accoLrnt for the variatlons n the trans at ons Asslsting n

the translations was the head ol the Ronrance Languages
Dept oi a un versity a high schoo Span sh teacher and a

Spanlsh Major co ege stLldent.
Representat ve oi the three trans at ons is the

fo o\d in g
a 8;. ooo,'Jl, !a 60 FICFf \ PAoDY b

Amerlcan airmen, awa ts its last take-ofi to the shops at

the lunkyard.
The R/L bets Fightn' Pappy" true to its "boastflll"

name went down f ghtin'
.The 4Olsts recent recpient of a beated Silver Star

award for ga antry n action dLlrng the Nov 2, 1944
l\,4erseburg Germany raid. John S Adkins Jr. Sunnyvale
CA, s g ant steps ahead of the 9lsl BGMAs eflorts io
record 91st BG(H) hstory A recenl etter frorn hm
ndicates he s assemb ng a VIDEO Tape L brary
perta n ng lo post-war 91st BGI\,4A activities. He says he s

oleased wrrh tne VIDEO lape l'e obtaineo lrori ior'ne'
Pres Paul C1'ysl. Pollslow'l PA cove'ng lhe rece't
Royston Return.

.THE ANGEL PUB IN ANGEL PAVEN,4ENT WAS
pA. le oi''.d o oirgo V.-o'a-o'_^ l6r d'ldslono

a5,or1e,01!.e., i.e 91 L BGMA.^ d-t6ror19 I.F .. l

Dorls, now 82, met with
iormer 9lsters during the
July 1989 Royston

OORIS FOSTER ANO "HAT"
wirh sam cipolla, (Phoro J

"A I the evenis that took place on the
adrnirab y. lt is a very worthwh e tape to
BGtulAers VIDEO Library ' he says.

activ ties, as she does at reunions of other service men
based at Bassingbourn during the war.

Among the former 9lsters was one who has a
photograph of her wear ng her lamous hat. iaken by the
Cambrdge Even ng News n 1978 on the wall of his
Ch cago home. Legend has thealsohasamode of a 817
hanging from ihe ceil ng b!t lTe flrst says 'Good
L/orn 9 LoL eol o oo'Do 5o dhor ld_o.a . no rr' g

Dor s ha o hat was made famous by an RAF A r Crew
wh ch lreqlrented her pub dur ng the war. ln addit on to
other battle damage the r nstrumenls were destroyed on
one ra d. They assured her they Lrst"beamed n' on her
hat to get back

She says it was a very g arnorous hat wlth a b ack eye
ver when her husband boLrght t for her - and then went
" pub crawling" while she window shopped n Oxiord. She
remembers rece v ng "lots of whist es' when she first
wa ked into the Ange Pub wrth t.

It cost an expensive 2 pounds/10 shll ngs n T941.
Srnce the RAF crew made it iamous she's worn tforsuch
iest ve occals ons as reunions w th wari me fr efds and.
once shewore itonatriptoWash DCin 1971 Jokingly,
she says her hat is dest ned ior a p ace of honor "in the
museum at Bassingbourn "

Her pub was a haven ior Amercan. Austrai an,
Canadian and New Zealanders d!r ng the war ReLrnions
w th such o d fr ends "are th€ h gh ight oi my I fe, she
says
. BECAUSE ONE 91st BG[4AeTWAS SHOT DOWN ON

his first mission back in 1942 he never had the "pleasure
of landing back at Bassingbourn." He and his wife
attended the recent Royston Return ceremonies and,

(Continued an Page 7)

rr

lrip are covered
add to any 91st

Sornetme ago one of the editors forrner40lst Flight
Engineers, George A Parrish, Burllngton NC, graciously
sent him a VIDEO tape he and h s w ie rnade during a
persona reiurn to Bass ngbourn. As h s carnera records
the landrnarks oi ihe past his soft Southern drawl. wh ch
purred from h s Top Turret duty station dur ng th€ war.
records his remin nLcing No sti picture of those war
years has ever approached the intimacy of an actua
return to Bassingbourn and the past as Parrish s V DEO
tape has for the editor.

'FOYSTON BETUFN'
lContlnued lram Page 5)

had lefl town.
Havinq nothing else lo do "he decided to ask around

and seJil anyone knew the whereabouts of a certain
Grace Lockwood who he remembered as an 18 year old
oirl he met all those Years ago "' The last lin e he had seen her was in l945 before she

was "posted" to Scotland.
He found herl
Happily married to fu1r' Fred Hughes for 41 years'



AN AIRMAN'S HYMN
When the ast lor1g flghl is over
and the happy landing's past
and my altimeler te ls me
that the crack Lrps come at last.
I point her nose ior the ceil ng
and I' g ve my crate lhe gun.
lll open her up and let her zoom
for the Airport oi the SLrn.

Then the great God oi f ying men
w ll look at me sort ol slow
as I stow rry p ane ln the hangar
on the i e d where llyers go
Then ll ook upon h s face
TheamghtyFyngBoss,
Whose w ngspread i lls the horlzon
frorn Orion to The Cross

2800 Aurora Rd, Suite c, Metbourne, FL 92935-2097.
Reported by Col Lester F Rentmeester (Ret),401st, FL.

r ORTEGA, BOSIE, MRS, AM, 1636 cardena Btvd.
Gardena, CA 90247. Reported by Doug cibson,4O1st.

_ r PARSONS. BRUCE V.32arh.39-904 Desert AngetDr.
Palm Deserl. CA 92260. Jury 28. 1999. parsons dreld of a
heari attack while playing tennis in Burlingame, CA.
Reported by a friend, phi ip F Guckes. 3S1;t BG. 8th
AFHS.

r oHlLLtPS. CHARLES B. LrC (RET). dolst 48 Sslo.ybrook Dr [larlboroJgF. cT 064d7; oct ]989.
Phillips was conf,ned to bed during the past few years
wilh'severe nech parnsandcrippt.nganhrits prio.to
i > . rl ia rrooilzdt o ho copeo w ll thF a oe ol d
molorizeo wTeel chair. a nandtcapped-eqJtped van and a
lovinq wile and familv.

_ Former 401st Grou;d Crewman White Breed, Ormand
Beach, FL wtlo repo,ls phiIips, death, says injurtes
sJstailed by ohitt ps whrte pa.achJtirq I,o.r h,s strlcken
prane. The Buccaneer. dLrirg the \j* 22, .1944 Be in
rniss on probabty contributed 1o his late ife, crippting
neck pains.

. Breed a f end wl^o e'ltoyed visiting phill.ps and hrs'an'ty. says thea-caota,n phi,tips a1d all his crew
escaped injury when their plane received a direct flak hji.
Afler futile efforts to wresfle The Buccaneer's wreckage
home they bailed out. Phillips remained at the contro]s
until he onty had 500 feet of aliitude. Nliraculously saved
by his back-chute, he landed near his Co-pilot. James R
Dempsey, Dayton, OH, who had broken a leg in his fall
Phillips carried Dempsey ior about a;ile in an
Lnsuccessful altenpl to avo.d lhetr capIu,e. A pow tor
nore than a year. l^e was lioe,aled by Gen pattor's iorces,

I he 9l st VACR 34I2 perra.'1rng to The Buccaneer's fa,l
con_sists of rhe usual terse targLage. lt says. observed
by Bov J Griesbach. 1Lt A7423|b At t3:13 just prior tobo.rbng with no visJat darrage A C reti for;ation
Appeared to be Oroppirg bac. to jo n ow g,oJp.,rhe o.ooaoility t'rat ph ps ricerved ieck njuries
du.'n9 l_ts 500 fool jJmo was oenied by service n;dica,
aurnofl tres, Hreed says.

Editofs Note: The ediior, 4O1st, was on the 3-6, 3-g and
3-22.44 Berl n ra.ds. He 'ecol,ects lhe q,oJnd below was
wl_ite and tse wordereo wl-al tFe depti of the snow was
I Tere 5 10 doJbt deep snow woJld cushton aparachutrstsfa from dangerously ow altjtudes but not
necessarily prec ude rllury

"BOYSTON RETI]RN'
lCantlnued from page 6)
whi e touring the Tower N,4useum with other 91sters, his
long ago misfortune came to the atteniion of a member ol
the Frlends of the 91st who had ftown in ior a short visit
with his own light plane. The English pitot was
excepiionally pleased to take him for a shori flight as a
passenger so he could at last experience the "pleasure of
landing back at Basslngbourn." The 9'1st BGN,,lAer, the
pilot and the witnesses to the long detayed completion of
a 1942 mission lound it a moving, memorable exper-rence.

PRESERVE OUR PROUD PAST

P/\UL G tulcDUFFEE

[,4rs. Pau] G \,4cDuffee. Tampa. FL widow oi recen v
oa.ea.eo .ol V D ,.a h:. .., I -., 1..6" 6 -
complete frle oi the R,' ediions irom Oct 1967 to the
present to the ed tor The ed torthanks her n behalf of the
membersh p for the va Ltab e reference rnateria and wi
pass t on to h s slccessoT

fotitb Sinqs

I BFAIVAN CdAqt ES R, 74. LV.4Olst 1q4 Sulset
tslvd Soq.iT. WA 98382: Sepr I I -C89 BraTar was lne
o'lgrrdt Haoto Ooerdto o Co pau O VcDuffee s S-oo
Sioo Baoy CrFw. Lteooied by his w fe A.ln,whosaidthe
'The_A'my Ai' Coros So-g was played dLri'rg se.vicea)-etd for rrn and s1e w"c g ad h. r ao beer ab Jto alren.J
recent Shoo Shoo Baby ceremon es at Dover. DE and
Dayton OH wh.rF he had such q/eat tnes w,th rhe
crew " S'e 'eqJested to.e.ra.n on the B I natl:ng ',sr.

^ | OjEEIF, DANTEL J,66,322nd, 171 O,Keefe St, SE,
Palm Bay, FL 32907; Nov 8, 1989 O Keefe compteted 25
missions as a gunner with the Madame Shoo Stioo crew.
Aite' lhe war fe joined tre Army CoLnte, tntp igerce
Corps ano loa neo HJnqa,ran. Germar aad
Czechoslovakian. He served as a Hungarian ltnguisi
du''nq that coLnkv s 1956 uprisi,lg. Drring 20 yea;s of
service lhe Legron of Verit. Drstinguisred F ying Cross
Air lvedal w th t-ree Oa. LeaJ Ctusiers pu,pt; h;a.t ardArmv Comrnendalio''] Medar aro.g othe. service
rrDbons, werc awardec him. Fo,lowtnq rel,remerr a! a
VSGT he was operat,ors manager foi TWA at Joh- F
Ke.nedv lnrernationat A,rpon. OLee.s. Ny for IO years.
A'1 act've Lrons CtJb rre.rber re was promiie.rly
nvolved in Breva.d Co-nty. FL potit,cs and Sr Jospeh q
Calhoric Cnurch acrivitv. Tre slreer upon which re Lved
was renamed "O Keefe Sr, oy the patm Bay City Councikon "Cardinat St ' to honor Flim. 41 avid golfei. he orce
made a "hole-in-one" dur ng his retirement years.

His wife, Flo.ence. one son. lwo daLg-re,s, numerolts
brothers and sisle.s aad lh.ee g.a']dcl^itdren survive h m.
Ljonatrons may be made to lhe Anerican Hearl Asso.



Somehow, I sense a
fades.

tremendous loss as the vision

THE RETURN OF FORSYTH'S FORTRESS

BY RICHARD T. BEVEVINO
THE VISION IS CLEAR. THE DANGER IS BEAL.

Ere'. vea 911_. s .;re sa.. ot 1c<,alou g-tc<o
the images return

We had comp eted our mission - a strike deep in
enemy territory - and were ret!rning, badly shot up, to
our home base. Miracu ous y we survived the intense
anti aircraft fire over the pr me target and escaped,
allhough not withoLri casualiies and considerable
damage io the p ane. After we had dropped our lethal
payload, enemy fighter cralt extracted their
punishmeni lor the raid. Two ol our crew were
seriously injured, our dependable f ying machine had
sustained substant ai damage to one motor and worse
yet, we were not even haliway home. Through sheer
determination, luck, and I m not afraid to adm i, divine
intervent on, we managed to nurse the crppled,
smoking ship to base.

Our wounded, unllke so many others on that
mission, surv ved. The ship, however, did not. After a
harrowing landing i exploded inio noihingness a iew
minutes after we scampereci oui.

The war ended shortly thereafteri however. ev-ory
year since then I re lve the Krailburg m ssion lt's as
though I am watching reruns oi an old movie in whlch
the crew and I are the ma n characters. We were so
young, so dedicated, so mlrch a part oi one another
We depended on and trusted one another explicity in
the air and on the ground. Sad y, in the many years
since, I have not come close to such an exper ence of
total trust, complete confidence, and camaraderie My
co-workers, post-war friends, and re atives have not
produced such a feel ng of shared humanity.

THE RAGGED INNEGULAN

Editors Note The aLrthor of the above essay has been a
Span sh and Lal n-Amer can History Prof at Ed nboro
Un vers tyof PAs nce1966.Forty sevenyearsold,hehad
no service-time experience to draw upon when he wtote
it. ln correspondence initiated by the R/|, he says, "t did
not have a prior interest in 817s or WWI AirWarhstory
before seleciing the topic. ldo, however, have a great deat
of interest and enthusiasm for history in general and
m litary history ln particular."

Proi Bevevlno wrote h s essay as an entry in a 1986
contest sponsored by The Erie Times newspaper.
Entrants in the Times"'Dreamscapes" wriling contest
were provided a choice of pictures to str their
imaginations. Bevevino chose an illustraiion of a burning
817 crash landing. His vivid imaginaiion and writing
earned hirn First Prize out oi 288 entries.

Other published writngs by him include, "tnto the
Valley of Anahuac," June 1985 ssue ol Army; "Difficult
Objeciive for a Landlocked Navy," Aug 1987 issue of
[/ilitary History and articles n The Numisrnatist
magazine.

The R/l first recelved a Xeroxed copy of hls prze
w nning essay years ago from a now forgotten source.
Unlortunately the publication in wh ch l appeared was
not identified. Paper re-shuffling periodically resurfaced
It and te-readinq made it more mpressive, When it
became appatent the essay was the greaiest indu6ement
to attendinq a glst BGMA National Reunion the edilor
could imagine, irs source was tiacked down by probb nC
ong dislance p_O.ing so rF-oubicaton pornisso-
could be obtained.

The R/l hopes Bevevino's eloquence helps persuade
vacillating 91st BGN/Aers to attend the 1990 Seat e
Naiional FIeunion.

ATTENTION! ) rrruo. PAGE A coN_
TI- IIIS II'1?CiiTA]'IT 1990 BEU:.IION DATJT..

DON I T I'1ISS IT !

91sl BG Memorlal Ass n

210lNalh€ffood Dr

riolnt, n Noir€ A[ ]2653

FORWARD NG AND ADDFESS
CORRECT]ON REOUESTED,

FIRST CLASS MAIE

LET US KNOW BE OU MOVEI


