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THE COLLINGS FOUNDATION'S REPLICA OF THE
323!d Bomb SqLradron'B famous 'Nin6-0-Nine"
B-17, !hich completed an unprecedent6d 140
missions eithout ar abort, wa! to b€ part
of a e.and finale at ths Aue 22-23 B€aver
County Ai! Show nea! Pittsburgh, PA.
Hovsver, as Pilol Ed Lawl.er, after
completins a 'nission' at th€ shoe wag
louchine down at about 6130 Pfi a sudden and
pove!ful. c!oss-wind iust lift6d lhe right
eins 12 lo LS fe€t.

The pil.ot naintain6d the di!ectj.on of th6
plane as it Fas batanced upon lhe left
whee1, succ€s3fu1Iy retu!ned th6 risht
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MERSEBURG RAID MEMORIES
RECALLED BY PRES CHRYST

:

91st BGMA H ISTORICAL PROJECT
PROPELLED BY PROFESSIONALS

FFOFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN OBTAINED

rro ftrsltrg o{ tir t t, l91t ir.esdEr! iard ftre tAti-!-tAi .id 99
SIIPSTREAT1 !1 ite 32hd Sq, Ileilied e(ot5 oI their loririqs rl rlpsr ri

THE NOV 2, 1944 RAID ON ONE OF GERT4ANY'S
most fierc€ly d6f€nded synthBttc oil
r6flneri€s at t'l€rs6burs eas another ',B1ackThursday' for ths 91!t BG of the 1st Air
Divisi.on. ThiE Nov 2, 1987 marks th€ 43rd
Anniv€!sary of that r€rribI€ day. rany eho
sulwived Lh6 ! rnnins battl€ eith !h€
Lufteaffe and. intens6 flak a!€ b€ginnins toerit6 us th€iy vividty rem€n$€red sto!ies,

Res€alch by Historian Hilaly ,Bud,, Evers
and p€rsonrl dialy docu€nt.tion by oth€rs
of ou. G!oup rew€.1s ,€ Iost thirte€n
B-17E, r third of th€ 37 launched on th€
nission by th6 91it BG. RaForts sho{ ee
1oEt. four B-17s to en€ny fiehters, tvo to

A!.ocialion Hi!lorian and Itl vic.
P!.Btd.nt Htl.!y "Bud" Ev.!B for th.
rocunul.lion of 91rt BG coFbit activl!i...

Hitto!ian Paul M And..w., rnd forn.r
4olst€r Jan6r A Wood Lt USAF (R.t) , hev.
voIunt..r.d lo cornpil. voluhinou. d.t. f!oft
an abundanlly rich coll.ctton of hirtortcrl

M. Andrees' long- heLd k6en inl€!€st in
air p6w€r in seneral and t/1{II str.tegj.c
bombing in particular, has be6n !€sponEibl.e

by !.rourc€fu] and p.r!uariw.

323rd SODN 324th SQDN

Cont inuqd on Paq€ 6 Co.t i.u€d on Paqe 2
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Conlinu.d frofr Pae€ I

accurat. f1ak, Bix to unknovn causer and
one that crash land.d near IpBvi.ch, England
€nrout€ to Bas!ingbourn, (ThiB was a 401st
Bom! Sq plan€ pilot€d by Ll Buchkannon)

Overall, 8th AF loss€r v€r€ 41 B-17r, and
11 "Littl6 F!iends". LuftvaffE loss€s v6r€
208 fight€r3 from an attacLi.g forc6 of an
est imat ed 450 aircraft.

t'16mori€s !€n.in clea! to this day. Thos€
vho becati€ Potlr hav€ r€port€d .cco!1nts of
comrades t ho vere ki.1l6d, or 1a|6. died
fron iniu!i6s susliin€d, or unsuccsE3ful
parachut€ descebtB fron dlsabled boF.b€rE.

Th. purpos6 of thi! and oth6! a!ticl6. in
6n€uins R/I igsu€! is to accuratelv
p€lpetuats th€ n€mory of thos. 'rho did not
ieturn frorn their nissions, and n6noriaLize
th€ir b!av€ry and .LPr€me Eacrific..

Hop6fuIly, e6 nay insPi!€ oth€r n€dberg
lho played a direcc r oI6 in thiE
diBasl€!ouB ni!sion to rearch lh6ir
!ecollections, notes and P€rsonal dia!i€E
for additional facts and detaiL Such
infornation si11 assist in the eritins of
the 91st's conpl€l€ historY. AI1 who can
should contribut€ to !hi. Lons ov€rdu€
_ 

Ih6 folloqinc is from mv (PauI ChlYst)
D€rs odrl dia!v:' 'Aeak6n€d I osoc i.o"'" , tsri€f:ns - 0630.
stalions - 0800: Ensinss - 0830i Taxi -
0835; Takeoff - 0850, Lv Ba.e - 9,000
ft-0950 with 40I.t Bon'5 Sq leedinsi ETR

1618 h!.. On oxys€n for fiY. hour3 for a
lotal of 1150 nauticaL mi1€3. Bonb Load -
18 2501b GP ehich vera dloPPed fron 27'000
ft. outside t6mPeratule - 41 d€s c Th6
total lorn t lin€ {as Fritten at 825 hr!
(LL-D Dog *42-1025 04) ."

A:t€r int€lrosation I itrot' in nv dialv I

"r.ii"ri." Bon'bardier Bri€fins, I took

'Eiioug 
-Catholrc Comr.rnion with Fath€r

n"qan "na oLh€rs whil€ !.n€€1ins around ths
."i:lerli.a stove; then eaLk€d throuqh the
iJa ^otnins 

air to !h6 €quiPnent hut lo
q"i *y rryirg clolhei dnd four gun barr€ls
i;; ir. - N."" c1inn ine and circ'inq
Bassinqbourn in DePutv Lead position for an
fr"". 's... t ine to refle't on th'

^"iestil 
."stn.". of th€ skv alound u!'

ihe sleady dronjns of lh€ enqines on the
lono clj,mb io cruigj ng altitude almost Put
ll'i! e""'!arai.r back to sloeP The brieht
."iri.o """ 

earmed m€ and lifted mv sPirits
fi ir'6 p.i't I feIE a strons urs€ to 'rit'
....tftin". vhat could b€ ao!e ePProPriat€
;; 

--;;;;' a su.brin6 Plac€ than a PraYer ?

U.f"" .. axtra N.vigato! s Iog Bhee! ' ih€
."idi ".*.a 

to floe onto the PaP6! eith
iiifi. "ri".t . APP'oachj ne the coast of
i.iiiia. .."" or ihe writine eas rinished
;;; i;;' disast€! struck the forhation--l ir"ia nas, shinv 4o1st 9-17 ahead ot

""'; iro"" bi Ltg Aski" and Arch'r'

suddenly brok6 into ftamas, burnlng from
th€ bas€ of the Top Turrel, (v. later
tearned that a Epark fron a short6d
clectrical conn€ction at the bas. of th6
turret ignit€d lav oxygen leaking fron .
loose transfer !ecti.on tu!..) Vith ho!ror,
I valched th€ cr6w bail out of th€ pl.nc
ehlch war h€Id in lav€l flight by tha
courag€ous pilots . Hy diary rEad!: ' AtI
nin6 of the c!€e sot oul OK and thay
floated doln near to the c€rnan bolde4
rtill to ths tals€l .!e..r,

Ssts Rog.r Arh.trong (Rrdto Op.rator) ,and Roy LoyL€ss (Tail cunn€r) vo!. ahong
th. cree nembers Fho b€n.fit6a flon Aski.n.'
bail-out ord€r to d.hy op€nins chut€.
until they isll cI€ar of lh. fornalion,
Bombardier Paul Col.l.i€r and Nawigator Tony
D€Ileport. join6d th. olh€rr on lh. qlound
dnd. bscane POVs, l'ly pray€r ear r.t alide
ar w€ appro.ch€d and turn€d on th. Initirl

Th. 1€ad bombardi.r n.d. . 1ong P.th
Findins Forc. run and !€ atl, dropped on hir
lnok€ nirk€r at l.00ft inl€lwa1., in !rain
into th. 10/1othr und.r-caEt .t 1243 hrr,
Th. fl.k hrd rtopp.d durlng th. boBb lun,
but th. 1S5M suns fir€d at ur Ju.t rr e.
itrlt€d . lieht tu.n apay fron th. targ.t

"JUB JUB BIRD," fLosn by Ltt
chouniard, Nirkola and cr.\r, .€ceiv€d a
dir.ct hil .nldship and b16v up j.n .leh! of
th. .,ho1e !c:n:tion. Its *2 €ngin€
dj.!int69rat6d and thE prop spun throueh lh€
.ir lik6 d toy. Angly flan€r at. th.i! v.y
back lo Lhe taiL section, no chules v€ra
.e€n to eners€ fron the ' JUB JUB BIRD'S'
flaning weckag..

Then. it s€€ned a! lhouqh.11 he1] had
broken loos6 aE T€x and Kernit strusgled lo
level our tossing Forlress, $a11, in the
Top Turr€t c.1l.ed oul three t'lE-163 fiehters
at 5 O'clock hieh. Bobby P!id., in !h€
tri.l., cal1ed out L0 to 15 nora fighterr
coming tn at 6 o'clock 16Y€1. The
Luftv.ff6 bore through the entir€
lornation, sliFplng inlo neH positions
vacated by lhe B-I7s beine shot dovn at
landom, These allacks last€d more than 20
ninules . Sin9le LuftBatfe tight€r3, in
culved Iin68, n.d€ dari.ng pasEeB at smoking
bohbers !ryin9 to "hoLd formation
position.' lvhite puffs of snoke froh
exploding 20 Ml{ shBlls dolted the cold sky
around us as our p1an6, No 504, h€1d on
niraeulouEly, Th€ evasive aclion v€ took
ehi16 in fornation f€It 111.e a srot€ssu€
ballet ehich vould n€ver end. Th6 323rd Sq,
f1yin9 in the high position, EuBt.ined

Iv€ 1.t6r loarned at lntarrogation that
Sgt Jo€ Pov€ls, waist sunner on Lt Dick
Gib€on's p1ane, shot Covn an ME-109 which
hrd. position€d ilsalf liqhl owe! our tail,
jusi befor€ it cotild knock us o!!t of the

Cont Lnu€d. on Paq. 3
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Flying th€ lead po.ition did nol ell.os 
'rsto look back al ehat wa! happening to thg

thr6€ squadronr e€ h.d L€ft Brsringbourn
eith lh.t norning. Ths radio itay.d iil€nt
on both A and B chann.li for n6arl)' 30

ledd by LtC P€t€r W Brook€, Chaptain, USAF,h. p.6rid6d ov€r th. R€d6d.ic.lions€lvic. h.]d al !h6 Basringbouln prop
M.'norial. in Hay 1987.

Oth6r accounts d€dicatid to tho!. !.ho
Participat€d in or conlrlbut€d to th.m.no!.bl€ day, Nov 2, 1944, I,t€resb€rqris,rion, ei l1 foIIoe. Thote e!ticI.rvr I I at ro b. d€dicrt.d ro Ehor. sho djd ror-€turn, eer. '4oundcd, or b.can. ?OV..

Page 3

Our newiqator, Johnny ALl..n.
folrnd th.! n.d€ on th. cours€
h6iding afl€r th6 fighter .ttack on th.
lead ship. V. broke th€ radlo.1]6nc. to
advis€ L6ad of th. €rror, PIAYER of an A ERICtu.i AIR.lir\r\

, Dear 6od, IrEten *hrle I beqjn ny p.aypr to 
'o!. 

AEI Etart. I da nEt Jrnd :l dr{+icutt tF erFress nythouahtE. Fhrase5 of tr!th, conEtructei in ny hrnd;€:5ily {!nd thejr kav throuqh my heart and on t. vDU.BiF.. rs, .o,o.r. Sc.o,. .o! ort, nE re.rn th-sbo.be'; b.,
bE_r.a.d o. .lo_dr. hF..e .tr.L.ra no^: .rQrer E_.lrjqhEr to thE sun {e€irnq.".. ana.o.e. yor, lory

Elo^-,, b-t ro,Lr-Le to aoo.o..r ene,r
1- . o -+E

G_o. reto s-Fe. -i irro_s,
''e lar- r'leo o_1, i.oL"-. ,r -, r,rs,"-l "., e -o.LE.-d r.o L - F-e, .rSrre,. hro lle

c!.llrro .rs p,e, rr Lte
-idnql E.

Fo.live us atEo! tor rhdt {€ a.e .b!!t to do: the

l":, 1: 
,. 

:", L . .ri_er I e"_e . ro rortrn_e E ^!r of
dr se"s" ".d cc..rlLEt Er.r{e.

Eod grantt throuqh Thy )avinq kin.inesq and graEe.
that soneday soon tse nay ait .€turn to lur honEs and
loved ones. ThoE€ wh. are Elnqte. tE their qtrt6 and
sneetheartst those o+ u! Hho lre harried - to ourtiye5. tsaitinq in anliety and impatiencE. Tho.E Rh!hale neithe.! but yearn +or the quardian tov€ o{ ah.thEr or a {ather. Tho5e tsh! htsve n. oa.ents ar
'rie,de. b.t .ear-r J.q -, ino o-e 'o. a \..,or tharrrir.livE forever +o. {reedon. justice..! equatity.

sohe o{ us! it ie true. nay not be Eo +6.tunste to
coh€ ba.r.. Eut {e Hh. are still lF+t to ca.ry on the
5truqqle. linow that thEy have not drEd i. vajn - that
thelr souls and eFj.itE !itt shrn€ briqhtty in the
hEavenE at nrqlt katrhinq lver us tsh! rEmarn to lead
the strueel€ oiFdrd tErard {rnal !i.tlry.

liumblE .ni ins;qn1t1.ant aE Ne nst aFpea. nlr. hlqh
rh this un{riendly sry Eb6ve thE crary Fatch qujlt d+
enpmr' sajl ber.F us. re do solenrty egt. that lhou
erant us this Frayer of a. AoeriLa, cr.man,

1!t Bohbardi Er,
E-17 tisl Bof,b 6f!up (N)

sohErhere lvEr Enql.nd

rcknovl€de€d, and. corr6cted. 1t f!om 330 d.9
back to 290 d.9 to avoid Hanlurg "nd-itrgun., Th. L6rd r€port6d th.ir nagn€tic
cornpass.r e€r. knock€d out .nd hany of th.
reneJ,ning Fortr werc crrrying r6!iously
eound€d aborrd. cod bL€rr th. P-51: eho
5try€d vith ur all th€ vay becL. to
Enqland...,r'Hon. .t brt."

During th. rloq l.t-doen Anrout€ to
Eassingbourn tli. ',Prry.r !o .n Aneric.n
Aiiman" v.. conpl.t€d, Hoe c.n I €xpt.tn
our !Lrrwival that t€rribt. dry? Trlbut.
mu.t b€ paj.d to th. rturdy flying Fortr.rs,
th. skiIIfuL pilotr, accur.t. gunn.r! and
th€ €ntir. t..m of airmen who {ork€,1 and
prayed. to suryiv€ to flr another day. Why
e€re 1r€ spar€d? Vhat h.ppened to tho.€ who
bail6d out? That vas ny 26th mi6Eion, and
I stiII had nin€ nor€ to 'sreat out."
PeihapE eriting that Prayer h6lped ur rlL?

Th€ intervenins years since that fateful
dat. and mission hawe uncovered some good.
ne\tsto th6 above. Periodic.lIy ee learn of
conrados rho sulviv€d the d!€ad€d POY canps
and vere finally relea:ed to return lo
th€ir lov€d on€s in th6 "land of roudd
doorknobs . " Our T!eas, Cha!1ie HackBtock,
John Bunch, and Charles Hitchcoek of th.
322nd'e doqned 'THISS SIIPSTREAH" r6turned
hone OK. t'lany nol so lucky ,

Bob Sponsel, of th€ orisinal
Associalion n€hbers, losl nost of his right
arn on th€ nission, and pound up ai . POv.
He praises and credil! lh€ cerRan doclorE
who petforn.d lh€ .ure€ry on his nansled
arn rilh 6avin9 hi8 lif€. Bob nade th6
first "Rsturn to Bassi.ngbourn" trip in 1953
to dedicat. th€ Silwer BoeL the AEeocialion
donated for th€ altar at tha US lltilit.ry
Cemet€ry, Coton, near Cambrids., En91and..

l.16 khor th6!6 a!€ many rho shaled sinilar
6xperienc€s during th6 i11-frled. fiov 2,
1944 M6resbulg dission, HopEfuIly, as v€
prob€ lhe past to erit6 a fu1l and accurels
hi.stoly hor€ nsnbe!s, ej.l.1 s€nd
r6coLl6ctione forward lo th. RaEg€d
Irreglrl.ar and,/or Hirtolian, Our
obj€ctiv€ i3 not to rekindl. unpl6asanl
m€mori€s, but to r€men!€r and honor those
"who d.id not r6tuln f.on th€ir ni.sionr,,'
Th. h€1p and codp.ratian of tho.. eho can
cont!ibut6 lo lhir obj6ctiv€ is solicited.

Th. Pr.y€r I erote app€arr in rhir'issu€ At th. .eq rest of :hcse eho h€erd ir

F1YING CONTROL TOViTit OPNATORS '/ANTEDTHE FLY]NG CONTROL VETS ASSN ISsealchins for former Ftyinq Control Tow.rOpe!ators fron th.9tst Bor,n GrouD. overth. period at Barsingbou!n, rhers wer€about 50 assign.d to ths function. Thos€inte!ested should vrit€: Flyine Control
V€ts Assn, Lou Dubnov, 1189 cat€snoor.Cc!.rt, {estlake Vj-1jage, CA 91361.
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,,OUACHITA-OSTERBERG TALE"

Oclober 1987

RESPONSE ADDS DATA

ln additinn te Fretty noEe-art, hrEE ouchlta" had,
$at EeenE to be 'Carol,' painted beneath onp ol th€
naviEaioriE qun Fosi ti o.s.

,.THE 'T4ISS OUACHITA' _ OSTMBERG TALE" IN
Ch. April 1987 R/I brouqht forlh nev
informat i. on and eti!r€d qu€stlons.

Spencer K Osl6rb6r9, pilot of lh€ dovned
323rd Bonb sq'i B-17 "MISS oUACHITA", SN
42-3040, vhich h€ .nd hi3 crew only flev

Eeeks furth€r infornation. His
qu€slions includ6: Hho nanad h€r, and qhy
"I4ISS oUACHITA?" He recallr th6 p1an. did
not carry the 323rd Sqdn narhingg "oR" or
td6ntifyirg Iette!s. "Th€ ai!crafl code
eas 'Q' but it had no squadron cod6," h€

"You did a sood job on th€ stoly of h€!
last fliehl," h€ rrote. 'rI an 3ur€ olh€r
ner,lers of th. cr€e, shen they tedd it,
viLl fi.nd lhing3 th€ir n€mo!)' says eEr€
different. There var that I !as.
ThE nan6 of my Radio Op6rator is Harold
Klen. My poor printinq probably mad. it
Look 1ik€ 'KLien."' (Th6 R/I w6lco'net
opportunit i eE to correct erro!s,)

Anyon6 abl6 to provid6 Osterb€rg wilh any
additional inlormation pertaining to hig
planE should erit6 to! Sp€ncer K Ostarberg,
4915 XFer!on Aw, N Minn6apolis, MN 55430.

Yhen the "OUACHM-oSTERBERG TAIE"
surfaced a nehory b.11. rang in the 91st
BGI4A's Pres Paul Chryst's head. Subaequent
dissing into his pholo fi1e3 produced a
"hlSS OUACHITA" nos€-art pho!o and a pholo
of h€! att€r h€r dovning. Thos€ photoB
i Llustrale this articls.

R€ade!s of Ogt6!ber9's account vilL
recall h6 6aid h€ "b.1li€d h6r in, " Th.
photo ot her restins in on. of the "teo
pasiures" h6 hu.riedly chos. edds a
thousand vords to hiE account, Though
vounded, h6 nad6 a b€autifu] landin9. Pr.r
Chryst !ay' too nany y€ar! hav6 par:€d
for hi.m to idenlj.fy th€ pu.blicdtion in
which thir photo appea!€d.

Obyiou!ly a Gehan var-tin6 pholo, lhe
i.nter.st is increaged b€caus€ ths caPtion
cradits th. Lufterff€ Ac€ l4ajor H.inz

with downins " MISS OUACHITA. "ajor Ba.r vai shot do!,n no 1€!r th.n 18
tih€. b€tv..n S€p 1939 .nd Apr 1945, "MISS
OUACHITA",,TT on. of th. 220 wictori.. for
ehlch h. r.c.i.wad official cr€dlt. It ir
not i(no\{n if h. Burwrv.d th. 'rrr.It.nb.r AI fr€d l.{y.r. (324th).dd.d
r.1.t€d nal.rlrl to th. 'OUACHITA-OSTERBEIo
TAIE" by !6ndi.ns r L95o TACOI,IA NEIIS TRIBUNE
.rtj.cI. !6s.rdin9 Lh. r.1€a.. of An.rIcan!
h.ld at th. Barth POV c.lnp vh.r. Ort.rblrg
vrr h.l.d, My€r ayr h. kney Co1 Hrrry P
Cain,who was r€rpon!ib1e for lhe r€1.ase oi
th6 Barth POV8, ,hen Cain eas I'tdyor of

"He could talk loud and bs wery
convincing. They couldn't hav€ picked. abette! nan to 90 to Barlh,', Myerr say: of
Col Cai. eho later selved in the US Senatq
until 1953 and died a.ch 3, 1929.

The ltory of CoL Cain's contribution to
the !€1€a!6 of Oeterberg and thousands of
olher Am€rican PO93 a.t BarLh !oltov' I

CAIN SAVED 10,000 POWS

HIGH TRIBUTE TO US SENATOR HARRY P CAIN
i! paid by Bruc€ Ba.ton, nationally knoun
naespapEr coluhniBl, in a stal€nenl
Thursday, in vhich h€ told of Cain't
efforl! lo 9€l 10,000 Afr.rj.can prison.rs of
var leFat! iat ed, H€ saidr

"1 an a 'foreien€r' had. hav€ no busin€s3
med.dline in Vashington's politics, but I an
a p6!sonal friend of S6n. Harry Cain and
thousht a 1ittl€ sto.y of Vo.ld lrar II
nLight b. of inleres!,

'Th€r€ v€!6 10,000 An€rican p!iione!s in
on6 POV camp - they had b€en on starwation
ration!, sI€€pin9 on EavduBt nattr€sB€3 in
lrnheat€d houses - son€ of th.m tor.ix
months and for thre€ y6ars .

"Vh€n our brav€ Russian alLi€s f!na11y
arriv6d evelyo.€ was t€nse 1,ith €x.it6m€nt
and hop€. Th€ Russian coManderr at first
3€€n6d conpl€t.l,y cooper.liv€, and th€
.An6rican prisonels, qho v€re only r f€e
lllileE fron thE Arnerican 1inr3, e6r.
exp€cting to b. back vith th€ir conrad€s in
r natt €r of hour3.

'Sudd€nLy can€ th. ltaessrinq n€rs that
they w6!€ not to bs r€patriated ac.osB thB

Cont inu€d on Paqi. 5

Lu{tha{fe acE

credited !ith 2?i)

Baer EtldiEE "lr1e!
22 Feb 44. He kas

Eaer
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NAMESAKE FELLED
C,nr ihu€d flom prg. I

whe€l to lh€ ground and

,,OUACH ITA-OSTERBERG TALE"
Cont inued fror P.9. {

1in€s/ but through Odessa, a seaport nearly
1500 nileg to thc south. Th.t 1500 mi1.
lrip would hay6 to b. nade by foot and
eould tak€ r.€ks, and nany pri!on€rr would
di. on th. "a)',"At th. hour Fh.n thingr look.d d.rk6st
!h. n.v! spread alound that an Ah.rican
Colon€I had atriv€d to t.]L. to th€ Ru.rian
authoriti€. and th.t h. e.. th. kind of
spok.sn.n whor€ eordt w.r. loud, vlsorout
and could not b. ni!und.rstood,

"Th. r.!ul.t of hi! talk var th.t .nough
Flyine Fortr€3r€r arriw.d iM.di.t.ly at
B.rth Airport , Gern.ny, and b€for. th€
Ru.ii.n! had !in. to object furth.r, th.
prl.on.r. w€r. 1o.d.d and e.11 on their rr),
to Frenc. and Engl.nd,

"N..dl€.r to !ay, th. Am.!icrn Colonrl
tai Harrr C.in.rr

indtytdu.l., forty US AIR p.!.on,.1, hrv.
already assisled im6nsely in disnantl!n9
th. plan.. US AIR itself is supporting theproj€ct, as w€lI as other corpolationr .

Thoueh there is no record of dny forner
9Lst6rs bsing on boald at th6 time of th€
crash, th6 R/I ha3 iec6iyed considqrabte
inforhatton fro'n alert and int€ns61y
int €rest ed m€hbei3.

Ernie Purton, (322nd POW) had s66n
and'tour€d" th€ plan€ lvo !7€ek! 6arliErehil6 it p{rticipa!€d in the AtIegh6ny, pA
Air Shov. A Fhoto hE took of his sar! ineposition (trai.sl cunn€r) appear€d in THE
SATURDAY REvIErd of E.!t Liv.rpoot , Ohi.o,E
compr€hen3ive account of the plann6d
rest orat i on 6fforls,

l,lilliam A l,fccav€rn (323rd Life €nb6r)
also sall th. plan. at th6 All€gheny FA
Airport. H€ reports that when CoIlings
Foundati.on r6presentativ€s I€arned h. h;d
flovn two of hir miEsione on !h€ redl ',909,,th€y waiw€d th€ adniEsion f€er for hi'n and
his grandchild lo board it vhiI6 it stood
op€n for paial pu-b1ic inspection. Hi!,
Purton's and other n€mlers' clipping: of
th€ craah vil1 contribut6 !o futur6
coverdge of the restoralion story.

Accordine to collines th. folloving ir a
rough swary of the plan€,s datnag€ |Destroyed - All four props, No 3 nacEll.,
tef! wing tip, chin lurlat, and no€€ 91a3!.D.maged (Eoh6, badly) I'los eEC,s ,.botton ot noE6, tail con., bo!h Ianding
9eare, bonb bay aloor., and. 1ow6! inboard
wing surfac€!. G.€rhauting - A1I four

"The eood rays Co11rn9E, ,,ts
Nin€-O-Nin€ is rep.irabl€ and. r11l f1yag.in. Th€ bad news is v€ n€€d a lot of

to acco'npI i sh it.,'
Two optionr ar. op€n to thos€ eishinq tocontribul€ to th. r€storarion. First,

anyon. haying any part. to donat. i!lequeit€d to do so. S6cond, Tax D€ducrible
Donations nay b€ nad6. A sp€cial ,,Spon.o!r
Cat6gory'r hr! b6€n s€t up for donor. of
$100 or morr. A po.!ib1€ third option itopen to B-17 buffs in th. area. on.
70-pIus volunt€.r .. b..n !epo!t6d .tar.dto b. able to hand cool. ro skit!€d
t6chnici.nr, At1 ro!tr of h.Ip ii n€€d€d

AI1 donation. rhould be 'snt to Th.CoIlin9. Foundatl.on, Riv€r Hill Farm, Stow,llA 01775 . T.1€phon. nu'b€!. ar. I Th.Foundation - (6]7) 562-91821 CoLLingt -
( 517, 568-8924.

On. vlcr€r of th. dah.s.d. pI.n., Dlck
ElLingvood, va! quoted as sayj.ng, It f]€v
irt her6 ri.th dignity and it shoutd fty outvith disnity.r' that s€nti.ment, Co1]ingr
say!, va3 shared by all, And, it is
certain, Lh€ CoIIings Foundation is nol'
dedicat€d to thr r.-restoration of th6
'Ni.n€-o-Nin€" replica.

braking. Unfoltunalely th€ spac€ r€quired
to r6qain conplel€ control consM6d too
mueh of the runway length,

Thouqh sloeed, th6 B-17 barrel€d over th.
runeay Enal, clossed glass, vent thlough a
chain-iink fenc€, and down a hiilside for
about 100 feet to ths botton of a 9u1ly. In
doine Eo on6 of its enqines sheared a
utility po16.

Robert F ColLings ot The Collings
Founda!ion, Stow llA, cr6dits th€ Flyj.nq
Fort!ess' structure wiLh protecting the

and nine Fa3senge!3 f!om seriods
injury. Thouqh all. nin6 pass€nsers l',er.
iniurad, onlr thre6 w6r6 hospi.t.liz6d. Th6
thr6€ v€re r€1€assd vithin a veak and
report edly ar€ doing fine.

Th. thre€ hospitalized passengerr, all
HyII v€tglans, hav6 rsact€d to th6 mlshap
vith real €sprit d€ corps, Sam Ho11and.,
forner B-17 Nawis-to!, i! h6adidg up a
"909'r fund raising ectiwity in B6.w€r
Fal1s, 3ite of th€ nilhap, and Dj.ck c!eco,
former B-24 pil.ot, i3 supporting th€
affolt . Cha!1e. Kur€l1., formsr B-17
Bomba!di€r qno EL,vived tqo oth€r prewio!r3
B-17 crash€!, r6turned to Vhitins, IN,
after hir hosp!taLization vith lh. conmant,
'?h€n sh.'! ready to f]y, I'11 vant to b.

Plani undorw.y lo re'tore tho
r.pIic., According to Collingr th.
original r€storation took rnor. than 20,000
mrn-hour!. R6pair of th. demag. inculr.d
durins th€ Ai! Shov miehap ts 6.timat.d to
tak6 tvro yea!B and co!t $150,000. Th.
plan.' . vd1u6 ir s.t at S1 nlllion.

volunt.ar at!istanc. in the pr.linin.ry
p!€paritioni to rErtor€ th. plan. h.ve b..n

In rddttion



Page 6 Th€ R.gged lrregular

R/I THIRD CLASS MAILING
STILL NOT "PREFECT"

THE RACGED IRREGULAR HAS RESORTED TO
Third Clars haiLins in ab effort to ..v6
'non€y. Consi.derabl€ lin€ and effo!t ea.
€xpend€d lo naster th6 postal proc€dules
requiring grouping addr€ss€s accordins to
ZIP coder. Th6 fourte.n cent! diff€renc6
bet!,6en Third Class and First Class rat€sqa3 conridered qorrh th€ elfort.

An unfors€€n siruation, hoe€ver, i.
dl.1utin9: the exp€cted 5awings. Th€ last
R/I heilingE r€v€aIed nany 91sL BGMA
n€mb.rB naintain wint er and
addresses. So, eh€n th6y chans.
r€.id6nce. th€ Third Clas€ R,/I ir retqrn€d
by the Postal Serwic€ to the R/I Editor
vith th€ nenber's nev aCdress.

that's fina, V6 like lo kno! !he!€ v€
cin reach you, . But, b€cau36 th€ Postal
Serwic. charg€r thirty cenls for each
addre.s chan96, ee hav€ diluted
purposa to economiz.. In addilion, th€
Thi!d Class nailings ar€ not forrarded
unless th6 postal patronE indicat€ they
vill pay for all such folva.dings. ln
thoE6 instanc€s vher€ nenberr vrite for a
copy to replac6 th6 missing' iisre, e6
nrusl noe pay th€ First Class rate of
tventy-teo c€nts. As e result our postal
cosls have roared from th. original €ight
c€nt3 to sixty centE on nant, copies I

Therefor6, to insu!6 your R/1 eo€r to
the corr€cl addr€ss the filst tin€, pleala
send approp!j.at6 and tinely teRporary
changa of.ddless notic€s to 6ith€r our
S€c t{ ll Hilt, 4OA2 Braddoch Rd,
A1€xandria, VA 22312, o. to Tr6a Cha!les
E Hackstock, L4224 SE 2a9th St, Kent, WA
98042. Of couls€, if you'!e in no hurry to
se€ your R/I, sinply a3k the Por!a1
Serwic. to hold .11 your Third Clasr nail
until you return.

$. rre nov b€coming conput€rized. Tr€a
Hackstock and S6c Hi.I1 ar. using eomput.rr
to €EtabIiih m6hS6rrhip Ij.stingE and .
dstailed Directoly. See Hl11 manag€d to
9€t an Epsom FX 80 Data Print.r donat6d to
th€ Aslociation by l'1r 14 NichoL. of FalI!
Church, vA. In addition S€c Hill donat€d
a Comodor. 54 cohput€r, disk driv6,
noni t or, asrociat.d conn€ctins,/ti€ tin..,
and soft war€ to cur As3ociation.

The ns{ R/l addlr!! 1ab.1i tsIl
r.cipj.entr wh.!h€r th.lr durr arc patd.
AII lab.l. ei11 consirt of th6 folloeing
infornation! Your nam.; R.nk (if any),
tu'iingbourn Uni.t, Mernlsr'hip Typer lll -
Ful1 ll€nlb€r, AL - AEsociat. Lif€, and Al.| -
Associat. l't6n6.r and th. lart ye.r for
vhich du6! !r.r. paldt Addr6ir, City,
strt€, and ZIP, country (oth.r than UsA).
A srmpl€ labsl follow. I

P€t€r Rol D'A5troturf
cot USAF (Rat) 323 FM 85
1604 Lrteral Ln
Touch Doen PA 19:00.

Not€' A. the s€cond lin. in hi. addr6s!do€s not end eiCh an ,,87" he should b.rehinded hir du€i ar6 du..
Renehb€r, vh6n you Fay rour SS.0O Annua]Dues, they a!. for th€ cu!rent y€rt onIr.

You ar€ not r€quired to p"y p."i a".,, Aqood qay to k€€p up to dare and not misr
an R/I i! !o b.com€ a Lif€ lrenb6r bys6nding T!6rs Hackitoct vour chec!' foi
$100.

H ISTOR ICAL PROJ ECT PROPELLED
C nci,,L€d ! on pagE l

for the p!inting of ext€nsiva artiele3 in
Eh€ AHERICAN AvIATION SOCIETY JOLANAL, and
has provided !6search as:is!ance to authort
of books on fhlse subj€cts.,THE SCHdEINFLJRT-REGENSBIJRG I'1I SSION" bY
M.rtin Hiddlebrook, and ,,IIIUNSTRr THE VAY
IT WAS" by Ian Haekin dr6 includad ahong
th. fact- fill.ed bookr \rhich utilizad
Andr€vs r€iearch. His 1984 articI6,.,SEVENTEEN BITS AND PIECES OF THE RAGGED
IRREGULARS 

'URING 
THE SECOND VORTD VAR,'' iN

th€ JOLRNAL ATIERIcAN HiSTORICAL SOCIETy iE
a basic, r€l.iab]6 reference for nany
nenb€ls and th6 R,/I.

Curr€ntly ineolved in other similat
projecls, r Andree3' 9€nerous offer to
help do a bis chunk of data accunulalion
ha! jo1t6d th€ Association's hi!tory
proj€ct frorn planning to p.oduction. (A
simita! ploject for the 95th Bc by AndievE
6nt.iled the use of nearly 10,000 docMent
pager fron the MaxHeLl AFB, AL files and
nearly 130 cubic feel of related Nationdl
Archiwe doch€ntr.)

l1r Andre*i, eho will s€rv6 aE 9Lst BGtlA
Consultant, holde r Hart6! of Arlr desre6
in HiEtory from McGj.ll University, Canada.
A natiye of Ron€, NY, he nov resid€! in VA,
and is an analylt for th6 USAF Offic. of
Special Inv€Etigation!.

Jan€s A lvood, Lt USAF (R6l) .nd.
A.!ociation n€lnbsr vl11 serws a! th.
Dirgctor of th€ 91st BGI'IA R.s€arch T€am,
Enlj.stins in th€ Arny in 1938 h€ first
served wilh tho 7lh Calvary.l Ft B1ir.,
TX. In 1939 he tranlf.lred to th€ Arny Air
Corp. and arriv.d in Eneland in l,larch 1943.

A Flisht Ensine6r, h. s€rv€d {ith th.
303rd, 305th and th. 91st BG. H. f]€'r
rith lh. 401!t Sq until comPl.ting hls
nirrion. in JuIy 1944. Su-bi.qu.nt t.rYic.
b.for. hi! r€tiradsnt in 1964 i nclud.d
a!tisnn.nt! in lh€ USAF Trrini.ng CoMand,
and SAC in Engl.nd and J.P.n,

Fo11oein9 hi. retir€n.nt, laood trught at
th. Ptttsburgh In!titut. of A.!on.Lrtic.,
and for th. pa3t 21 y€ar! ha3 b.en a Senjor
Sp€ciali!t '{ith th. US Navy c.npur fi€Ld
office. H6 and his vif. re!id. i.n SuiLland,
HD.

Future R/Is. riiLI att€npt to clarify lh.
lyp€ of dat. And!€wr' and. Vood's lrork ',i11
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POTPOURRI
ENGLAND

.REX POULTON'S RESEARCH REGARDING THE
Solrther. Engtand, Jun. 1944 crash of oLD
FAITHFUL (42 37958) , 40Lst, and the d6aths
of aLl h€r cr6w continuer. An exc€llent
account of OLD FAITHFUL's crash appeared in
the Jan 85 R/1 , PouIton, pho resid€s in
Sal i sbury, Ensland, rec€nt1y subnitted
photos vhlch nay b€ of the plane's crer. A
futur6 R,/I eill pubLi.sh them in hop€s th6y

b6 confilm€d by soh.ode. In the
meantin€ his qlrery on oLD FAITHFUL is
beine sent to Histo!iaD Bud Ey6rs, in
hop€E lhal our increasing hiBtorical fiL€g
can prowide oev and valuabl. informalion.

FRANCE
. ASSOCIATE LIFE }1S4BM LEON CROULEBOIS,
Palis, Franca vrole P!€s Paul Chtyst that

I'fay 30, 1987 he (Croulebois) vaE
scheduled to nake a shorl flight fron C!€iL
Airpolt Pari.s, in th6 INS1ITUTE
GEoGRAPHIQUE NATIONAL's 1a:t B 17. He
erote h€ b€lieweE that at ]eaEt 95* of lh€
plan€ is a veteran of th.913t BG,

He promised to try to obtain il8 US
serial nurbe.s and a Pholo of h.r '
Schedul6d lo acconpany hin on th6 20 ninut.
fli.sht w€!€ r6ti!€d F!€nch Naval offj.ce!i.

Aftet 42 yearE h. qa113 his oPPorlunity
!o flj ln a 9131 pLrne a 'great hono!L ard
"Fantastic l' ThE R/I hopes Croulebois got
hiE !id6 and k€6p. hit prolni.!. to s€nd an
arti.cl€ and a photo of th. IGN'E B-!7.

USA
.AN CPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN {HEREBY TT{REE

:6!ious collectors can cont!ibut6 to th'
operation of the Bas3inebourn Tow€r Muselrnl
.na .t th. san€ lin€ oblain Pictu!.' of
fhal famous Forl Nin€-O-Nin€.

Theodote Wyzkoski (323rd) has thrs€ (3)
15 x 20 inch col.or prints of Nin€-O-Nin€ as
she fiieE owe! Bastinsbourn Airdron., bt
Enelish art i st Vilf Hardy.

Ted requests a S10 donation io! each
print, and pronises lo send the mon€Y lo
the Bas5insbourn Tover Huseurn for th6 good
rork beinq don€ th€re. Ar onLy threg ar.
available, the offer is on a 'firsl cone -
first 5elv€d b.siE' Send your S10 Lo
Theodor. Vyzkosksi, 153 Schlrit!€r Ay. $210,
Pittsburqh PA 15229.

BEDIi{EIL, JMES O, Life I'te.$€r, 441st Su.b
D€pot Rt 2, BOX 1770C 12, Quinlan lX 75474;
Sep 18, 1987. B€tty, hi.s !.if6 vrits! that
'Jin €njoy.d hi! iEsoci.tion with the 91st
Bomb Group and ch€rished the f!i€nd.h!pr
nad. th!oush th6 Arioci.ation. our lart
lrip tog€ther to M€nphis for lh.
d€dication of Th€ B.l.l.€." Jin Iowed b€j.ns
vith tho3E of you sho attended thE carenony
and miss€d each of you rho could not b€

I'IITCHELL, LUTHIn H Sr, 322nd, 13255
ALlisonvill€ Rd, Noblerwil.l€ IN 45050; Feb
29, L9a7 . His wlf6 vrites | ',Luth€r "a!w6ry d.€dicat€d to the 91st.,'

1986 Convention
Photos Available

THRE IS NO TII'18 LI IT SET ON THE
avail-abiLity of 8x10 fu]1 colo! TampaJ IL,
R€union photoE frorn Simoh's Studio, 6302
Benjamin Rd, Ssit6 410, Tanpa FL 33634. Th€
costs per picture including handling and
nailinq ii S10,

To €xp€dit. ord€rs sp6cif)' th€ studio's
"Fil€ Nuh!.r 3527" {hich is th. sans for
all photos. Indiyidual s.lections ar€
i.d€ntifi6d by th6 nuhlerE "l,r'lhru',1r,,,
aRd a.e .E follovB | *1 - 441s1 & Hq
Ladi€s, #2 - 40lst Ladi€s; *3 - 323rd.
Ladies, +4 - 324th Ladias r *5 - 322nd
Ladi.€si *6 - 4418t & Hq I'lenr +7 - PO\{s; f8
- 401st Men; *9 - 324th l'{en; +10 - 323rd.
I'16n, and #11 - 322nd Men. A typicat orcter
exanpl€ would b. "1 plint each of 3527 - 3
and 10. "

The studio vil1 include caption!
id€ntifying thos6 in th6 photographr,
ChristnaE is coning. Th€se pholos arE
6xc6L1€nt qifts fo! anyone who cherish€s
th. nenory of good time! pa.tl

!fiolbrl lllinqs

A Request lor Data
AIRPLANES OF THE 91st

uE rre endeavorinq to gather nore in{!rn.tion .bout
planEs rhjch 91st 8G c.e{e {}eh du.in! ll,llL trle.e€d
nfe jnput +ron eve.yone invoived. FIeaEp EonFlele
all data that you car on thrs codpon or a reproduced
coFy i{ neE€sEiry, Use Ether EoFieE of paFer to
rnclude any addrl:ronal ar.cra+t w:th *hrch you fiay
halE had conta.t and add any rneEdot€s that yo! can

R/I READINGS OFFERED
VISUALLY HANDICAPPED

gec l.l tl Hil), Hho reEorrls boois {or the Northern
Virqinra Recardinq 6ervi.e {o. the ViEuallv
Ha.dirappEd says he !ili qladl/ re..rd the Rsqqed
Irreqular jor any 6ne Nh! cannot read becau5e o{ eve
prolileds, JuEt Fend a .aEsett Rrth your nane and
return adnreEs to l,lhit l-llIlr 400! BraddocN Rd.
AlEisndrta !F !2312.

Voder F G Sod Assig.rell _T.r,L€lle. _

Pilol(s) assigned more or less permanently

Roturn rhls coupon ro: Nrlary Eud. EverE. gtsl !c A Hrltorlan
:l lrrony L:ne
Nilt!. HEad 5t ?99:€
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RARE. OLD B-17E'S SALVAGING
FROM NEW GUINEA SWAIIIP SET

PREPARATIONS AIE UNDMWAY FOR RESTORING
th€ lhird-o1d€st B-I7 in €xislenc€ that lras
built by Bo€ins, th€ 'SVAI'IP GHOST," B-17E,
SN 41-2245, acc€pt6d by the Alny Air Corpg

Dec 6, 1941, crash Land€d in th6
Agaian$o seanp on the north coast of Nev
Guinea afler th. first raid on Rabaul on
Feb 23, 1942.

Becaus6 of th€ taLl kunai grarE, the
pLan6 suffer€d mininal danag€. Th€ c!ew,
after a six-w€ek ordeil, made it back to
civilization.

Th€ TlawiE Historical Society of the
Travis AFB, CA, is deeply comi.lted to
r.tu!nin9 th€ histo!ically riqnificant
plan€ to lhe States.
negotiations and a!langehe.ts j.nvolwins th€
Papua, N6v Guinea governn€nt, th6 RoyaI
Australian Air Force and the US Air Folc€
nay, at lhiB {ritine, be compl€t6,

An €arlier retri€va1 date {as scru}bed as
th€ eovernnent of PNG roquir€s
artifacts leawing th6 countly to be
carefully sc!E6ned and all neeotiation.
c onpl6t €d through gov€rnment chann€1s.

Accordine to Robert N GonzaLes, P!oject
l"lanae6! B-17, lrawis A|B l,luseM, "Swamp
Ghost" remai.n€d undisturb€d tntil 1972,
sh€n th. RAAF foudd it in a renarkably
vell preserved condition. Th6 p1an6, h6
adds, i. th6 onlt' renainins 8-178 vith a
r€hot€Iy op€ratsd lov€r (baIl) turr€t,

"The vhot€ ploj€ct from Etert to hawing a
restor6d B -l?E rt Trawi! AFB Mus€u ei]]
co3t at l.€ast half a nillion dolla!8,"

Th€ addr.:r of th€ Travl. AFB Hur€urn itPO Box 1257, Travi: AFB, CA 94535. Th.
t.1€phon€ nur$€r i. (707) 438-550S/5S99. tlrGonz.le.' addr€ss it 2700 Hatlrip Ln,
Concord, CA 94518.

It i,r c.rtain nany 91!t BGttA fr€nb.r. witlb. a.rirting thi. .xcitine n€e proj.ct tor€rtorr a "Qu€.n of th. Ski€r,, whtch f1.vrnd f.1I b.for. th. flrr! 91.t ni.rion on
Nov 7, I942.

Convenient Chicago Convenlion Site;
Sam Cipolla Chosen Chairman

CONVENIENT CHICAGO, IL, ]S THE SITE, AND
6arly Septenb€r iB the nonth E€1€cted fo!
the 1988 Fa]] Reunion of th6 91Et BGI4A.

Forner 323rd€r and Life I'lenber Sarn
Cipolta i! th€ Reunion Chairnan. Thos6
wishing to assist hin to pr€prr€ for and
conduct th6 fun-fi1l.ed, thr€. day atfair
ar€ir'equest6d to contact hin - San Cipo1la,
58i€ N Dovaeiac Ave, Chicago IL 60545.

Edlly planninq har ensured a varieLy of
neE' €wents viLt be avaiIabl6 to attending
men66rs and th€ir fanili.€3.

Data concerning hot6t locations. roon
rates and lh. planned €vents vilL be
publish€d in th€ Jan 1988 islu€ of the R/I.

l,esLi€ {a13ha!, tife tleftb€r, 8245
vald€neoods vy, Loonis CA 95650-9155, h.rg
b€€n appoirited by Pres Paul Chlys! ae the
Chairnan of th6 1988 Noninations/Etectj.oni
Conlniltee, aB r€quired in S€ction 1, of
Articl6 VII of the 91BGMA Bv-Lavg.

Nomine€s for office, voting in person at
the next National Reunion Bu!in€ss l'le6!in9
and app!oved procedures fo! lha u'a of
A.b3entee BalIots are cl€arly €rF1ai.n€d
under Articl6 VI. Thos€ nemb€rs who desi!€
a copy of by-laee Ehould .6n4 a
s6lf-addrE.sed, stahp.d enw616p6 to Sec g
Vr HiLL, 4002 Braddock Rd, Alexandria, VA
22312 .

Gon z.l e. Reys, Thir 6st inat ed cost
includ6s planr to h.ve all r6!tolation vork
don. on a volunteer ba3i5.

Donationr to ths p!oj€ct a!e velcom€d and
a plasu. ligting atl donalionE iB planned
for displry b.!id€ th6 " S|AHP GHOST" in
19Aa at th. l.avis AFB MuEem.

THE RAGCED IRRECULAR

91st gG Memorial assn.
1643 Thellord Foad
Balto [4D 21204

FORWABDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REOUESTED.

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU MOVE!


