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_MEMF’H!S BELL BOMBED

BY SEVEN SIBLING B-17s

The largest formation of B-17s since ;he
war approach the Memphis Belle Pavilion with
"rpse petal” bomb loads on May 17, bz~ e

Seven restored Forts participated.

SEUVENOF THE 324th

Bomb Sguadron's

Memphis Eell’'s

B-17 siblings

bombed her and the

3000 people

attending the

dedicatian

caremanies of the

Memphis Bell

Pavilion at Mud

Island, Memphis,

Tennessee on May g
17th, 1887, with %

"rpse petals”.
Said Jimmy Ogle,
Mud Island General
Manager, *IEts i
hard to believe 1 HH

the pilots were that precise after 40 years.
They were right on target. One af the
Flowers kit me right in the lap,”

Though the bomb load was said to clasely
resemble "hits and pieces of last week's
floral rejects,” by the Memphis newspapser,
THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, there wers fresh

flowers too., One fresh Flower deeply touched
a Former S1st Bomb Group Crew Chief who wrote
of the event to Colonel Immanuel J. Klette, a
guest speaker at the Pavilion Dedication.

»1 don’'t know when I have been cn such an

Continued on Page &

Washington, D.C. Rallyround
Set for October 9-12, 1987

A Washingtomn OC Rally-Round 1is scheduled
for the Columbus Holiday wsekend of 9§ thru 12
October 1987, The main purpose is a2 uwreath
laying ceremany at the Tomh of the Unknouns,
Arlington National Cemetary, and installatiaon
of a Slst BGMA plaque in the Memorial Display
Room, located directly behind the Tomb of the
Unkrowns, on Sunday, Octoher 11, 1887, The
wreath laying ceremony will begin sharplu at
3:05 g.m, followed by the plague
installation. The plague, containing thse
Sist EG logo, identifies all the
organizations with the Group from September
42 *+ro July 45, and is dedicated in the memary
=f Unknown American Herpes. It will be on
permanent display in the Trophy Room along
with those of other organizatiaons.

Hotel reservations may be made by writing
the Sheratomn Natiarmnal Hotel, Columbia Pike
and Washington Blwvd., Arlingten, UAa 22204,

Continued on Page B

Bassingbourn Tour Total

Topped Three Past Returns

THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS (5S8B) IN THE
1987 "Return to Bassinghourn Tour,"”
unexpectedly topped the turnouts of 1383
(142, 1378 (552, and 19B3 (45). The packaged
tour consisted of FfFaormer Slsters, family
members and friends who were Joined by other

May

Slsters and their wives and friends who
traveled separately. There were various
activities, ranging fFrom the Fformal to the

spontaneous which spiced up the trip for all.

The tour included visiting Duxford Airdrome
Museum where the film "The Battle of Britain”
was produced; a visit to Bassingbourn
Barracks; and

a tour of the Town of Royston
Continued on Page 4

Tme "Back to Bassinghbourn” tour group
before the Front entrance of the Bassingbourn
OfFficers’ Club No. 1.
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BELLE BOMBED

B i i S
VUIPs at the Memphis Belle Pavilian
dedicaticn were GL=R, foreground?l: Joe
Giambrone, criginal Crew Chief; Fund Raiser
Frank Donefria, and guest speaker Col.
Immarmuel J. Klstte.
Continued from Page 1
emotinonal trip. I was sitting therse
listening to your speesch, and then seeing
the plares (the B-17s) in formation Fflying
gver brought bhack so many memories. And when

they dropped the flowers [ wasn’'t very lucky
in catching a fresh one. [ had picked a
couple of dried-gut ones and was just sitting
there thinking when a young man came out of
the crowd and said he had caught a resh
flower and was looking For a veteran to give
it to. Well, it was teoo much. 1t really got
next to me.”

The seven B-17s participatinng in the
ceremonies were said to comprise the largest
such formation since World War II. It and the
thraong celebrating the dedication of Belle's
permanent home and restoration was a fitting
tribute to “World War II's mest Famous
airplane.”

Befare
admiratian,

she captured the
the Memphis Belle was
of the Slst Bomb Group, as the
imperfect copy of a fFaded 15 May
release by the 3lst
the Eelle became

European Theater of
missions:
»The Memphis Belle

public's
the pride
felloawing
1943 press
Bomb Group attested after
the FfFirst B-17 in the

Operations to complete 25

is an example of a Flying
Fortress which is paying For itself many
times over. This one ship alresady has
dropped more than 60 tans of high explosives
on dock installations at Brest, the submarine
base at St. MNazaire, leocomotive repair shops
at Lille, the aircraft 'peol’ at Keomilly, the
.v., railrpad center, the fighter airdrome at
Abbeville, the naval base at Wilhelmshaven,
industrial plants at Antwerp, U-hoat
construction yards at WYegesack and the Focke
Wolf Factory at Bremen. In addition the
Hemphis Belle is credited with having
destroyed as least six Nazi fighters.”
At the time the Memphis Belle
completing her missions, air casualties were
a staggering 82%. She was mnot alane in her
battle for Freedon, She was indeed part of

was

pilot Rokert X. Morgan’s crew,
completed their tours unharmed.
Colanel Morgan, Pilaot, and the following
members of his original Fflight and ground
crew met again and participated in the ™Mud
Island ceremonies: Co-Pilat - Captain James
A. Verinis; Navigator - Captain James B.

all of whem

Leightaon; Flight Engineer - T/Sgt Harold P,
Loch; Radio Operator - T/Sgt Robert T
Hanson; Waist Gunners - S/S5gts Casimer A.

Nastal and Clarence E. Winchelle; Tail Gunner
- John B. Quinan; and Crew Chief - M/Sgt
Joseph M. Giambrone, wha "Kept them Flying.”
Missing were tuc of the creauw, now deceassd,
Bombardier - Captain Uince Evans; and Ball
Turret Gunner - S/Sgt Cecil Scott.

AmOng the many dignitaries attending
dedication ceremonies was non-other
Margaret Polk, "THE H™Memphis Belle,™
whom Morgan named his B-17.

Colonel Klette, orme of the guest
called the Memphis Belle Pavilion ”a
to marny peEcple.” He cited Frank
whose 'persistence and dedication to
preserving the Belle... lasted almost
ang-third of his {(Jonofrio’s) lifetime.” He
cited those others who worked to restore  and
mave her to the present location; the
organizers of that effort; the Fund raisesrs,
and contributors; the Boeing Aircraft
Company personnel whe conceived, designed and
built the Flying Fortress, ”“the “Ouesen of =all
aircraft;” the Women Ayxiliary Service pirlots
who fFerried the B-17s and gther aircraft  to
the war zones; the Belle's and all other air
and ground creus and support personnel  whno
wers an integral part of the HMighty Eighth
Air Farce.

Mast importantly,

the
than
after

speakars,
tribute
Donofric

Col Klette noted that the
Pavilion was being dedicated to those who
served in World WwWar II, and the 282,000
Americans who lost their lives while sarving
their country. While doing sc, he recalled
that a member of his own crew, Tail Gunner
Sergeant Daley of Philadelphia, Pa., was
killed on what was to be his tour concluding
25th missison., (Note: Colaonel Klette, was the
pilct on more combat missisans (91) than any
Continued on Page 3

LR

The replica of another famous 31st BG Fert,

"308, " prepares to participate in the ssven
B-17 farmation which honored the HMemphis
Belle on May 17, 1987, Over nine thousand

peagple attended.

e
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Coantinued from Page 2

other bomber pilot during World War I1).

Colonel Klette corncluded by saying “And
most reverently, we dedicate the Memphis
Belle Pavilion to our future generations
whose freedom was made possibls by the brave
men of the Mighty Eighth Air Force. Gad
bless you cone and all.”

Amaong the many other dignitaries who
addressed those attending the dedication was
General Ramsay Potts, USAF (Retired}, a
farmer Memphis, Ternessee resident,
Referring to the Pavilion, he said "It will
remingd the younger gereraticon of what was =&
glorigus period in our military history, the
war over Eurgope.”

There were at least 52 members of the Zilst
BGMA in attendance, which was swelled by the
presence of many wives, and Ffamily members,
There may have been other members of the 9ilst
BGHA present at ths Rally-Round, which
included a special Sist Bomb Group
Association dinmer at the Ffamous Peabody
Hotel, The Following S91st BGMA members wers
recorded as attending:

J22nd Bomb Sg. - James Black, Charles
Hackstock (Assn Treasurer?, Lyde Holder, John
Kuryla, and Jack Paxsaon.

323rd Bembh Sg. - Sam Cipolla, Emil
Delluardo, Joe Franke, Marion Hoffman, Hency
Lilley, Richard Murphy, Phillip Taylor, and
M., Williams,

324th EBomh Sg. - Joseph Camelleri (Holder
of the winning ticket for the print of the
"Memphis Bell on a Mission to Sueur France?l,
J. Cator, Repis Carney, Everstt Dodd, Dean
Giambrone, Joseph Giambrone, Robert Hansaon,

Merle Hathorn, Immanuel Klette, W, Leasure,
Charles Leighton, Jack Levine, Harold Loch.
Andrew Manazarro, Russell Mattson, Fred

Mellon, Robert Morgan, Casimer Nastal, Marvin
NMichols, Lee Nicheols, Earl Pate, Uogy Van
Duyke, James Verinis, and Clarence Winchell.

40lst Bomb Sg. - James Bacon, Paul Chryst
(Assn President), Hillary Evers (Assn 1lst UP
and Histarianl. Elen Gastan, Harrty

Ho 'ermill, John Irak, Haorace Knight, Paul Mo
Duffee, Bill HMcOuffee, John Parsons, and
Ernest Pry.

¥

Left Phaoto: Members of the aorginal Memphis
Belle crew and Margaret Polk, after whom
their plane was named, pose befores the plane
during Pavilicn dedigation activity. Readily
identifiable are Folk and Caol. PRobert K.
Morgan, to her rcight. Center Photao: Col.

H1lst Sub Depot - James EBedwell, Whitmal
Hill (Assn Secretaryl, . and Harcld Mannan.

The S1st EBGMA thanks everyone associated
with and who contributed to the restoration
of the Memphis Belle and the erection of tF
Mud Island Memphis Belle Pawvilion.

i

R

A time to remember! In this wartime photo
then-Captain Robert K. Morgan, pilet of the
Memphis Belle, received a surprise visit From
Margaret Polk, after wham Hhis plane was
named .

The Mud Island Facilities at Memphis, Tenn.
The white dome in rear is the Memphis Belle
Favilion, home of the first B-17 to completes

25 missionms in the ETO.

Faul MeDuffee attendesd the Favilign
dedication to honor old Bassingbourn friends
- "Belle” and her crew, His son, Bill
(behind), accompanied him. Right Phota: A

small portion of the S2 members of the 9ilst
BGMA who attended the Pavilion ceremonies.
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BASSINGBOURN TOUR

Continued from Page 1

the city of Cambridge; a respectiful visit tog

The American Military Cemetary, Coton,
Cambridgeshire; a tour and banguet at Wimpole
Hall, Arrington; a wvisit to the USAF at RAF
Station Alconbury; and concluded with a

private showing and barmgquet in the Grand Hall
of Madam Tusaud’s Wax Museum where members
wereg surrounded by waxen "portraits" of
Royal Family, Margaret Thatcher and othsar

At the Bassingbourn Barracks Commander Lt.
Colonel and Mrs Michael Goldschmidt
personally greeted every member of the Slst
BGMA when they arrived at the base.

At the Prop Memorial serwvice aover 100 chairs
were _equired to accomodate the 3lsters, the
Barracks military perscnnel and local
meighhors in attendance. Padre D
Pearsan-Miles and USAF LChaplain FPeter W.
Brooke, LTC. USARF, led the Introduction and
Dedication Prayers for the newly installed
Memory Bench, made possible by donatiaons,
hanaring the late B/Gen, Wray, and Bab
DeGeorge (323rd). Chaplain Brooke read a
moving war-time prayer, written by then Lt.
Paul Chryst, Bombardier, on the back of a
navigator flight log sheet while enroute to

W~

§
i
1
1

A

H

Facilities at the
Museum. The museum shelters

A view af the spacious
Duxfard Air
aircraft from World War I to modern aricraft.
Identifiable in the back is a USAF 3-23,

A group photo of the

"Back tp Bassinghourn”
tour participants bhefore the original mock-up

used for the Concorde reproductions. The
Mock-up is at the Ouxford Air Museum,

Merseburg, Germany on Nov. 2, 1344,

Former POW Horold Ray Harding (4017 was
selected to lay the Floral wreath at the fFoot
of the Prop Memorial honoring all Slsters.

The refurbishing of the Prop nMemorial and
the installation of the Memary Berch,which
was most impressive, were completed through
the efforts of the Friends of ths 3815t Bomb
Group. That organization'’s newly established
Maintenance Fund is spolvent and able to
receive tax deductible donations to the 3Slst
BGMA to insure its continued growth.
Contributions should be sent to Trea.
Hackstock and designated for the Friends of
the 3lst Bomb Group.

The Prop Memorial program was arrcanged by

David Crow and the Queens Division Major S.
M. Douse, and Captains 0. Whyte and J.D.
Hayman,

Following the Memorial service, a
sumptuous, semi-formal lunch was held at the
Bassingbourn Officers Club. The host and

Base Commander Col Goldschmidt gquipped during
the meal that "We’'d likes you all to know that

my Staff and I do not eat like this
everyday.”

Nostalgic walks around the Base Ffollowed
the lunchenon., Several members entered and

toured old Barracks they once shared together
Continued on Page S

"Mary Alice,” a B-17 gof unknown origin
enshrined at Duxford, looms behind S1st BGHA
mempers Bill Zauner, Armand Sinibaldo, Dave

Hettema, Mamny Hadley and Glen Coaper.

"Why me?” Harold Ray Harding (POW-401st)
reportedly asked when =sselected to place the
wreath at the Bassingbourn rop memorial
during the ceremonies hanoring all Slsters.

S
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BASSINGBOURN TOUR Royston and viciniity friends.

) Another impressive activity was the wvisit

Lontinued From Page ' with the USAF at RAF Station Alcaonbury,

with others during the war years. Others whao former home of the S2nd EBomb Group. There

strolled the flight Lline wers uniguely are very few reminders left to be seen of its

rewarded. Private aircraft, (micro planes, WW II history. The youmg Airmen serving

Tiger Moths and others) had flown im on the there were reminders of yesterday. Howsver,

shortened runways to surprise the "Yanks” and @2 brief look at one of the latest USAF

even took some aof the Y9lsters on  short fFighter aircraft made all realize the vast

Flights around the old traffic patterns,

Saturday night the local British Legion and
its Auxilary arranged for a Glen HMiller
Tribute Dance 1n the Bassingbourn Uillage
College Hall. The "Miller” affair lasted
until the wee hours.

Sunday a trip to the American Military
Cemetary at Coton reminded all of the purpose
of the Bassingbourn Return., Thirty six hrave
members of the 31st are buried there, and
inscribed upon ths "Wall of the Missing” are
ane hundred and eleven names of Qisters.
Small American Flags, befcre the snow-white
cCrosses, adarn the pgraves of our Ffallen
comrades.

Bill Zaumer (323rd> and Wiilliam Skoglund
(3B1BB) placed a Memarial Wreath at the base
of the seventy-two foot cemetary flag pole.

The Wimpole Hall tour revealed that more
than 800 ancient Dutch Elm treses that 1lined
the Avenue of Trees and helped hide the
B-17’'s of the 323rd Bamb Squadron parked
there had to be destroyed beceuse of the
Dutch Elm disease bliight. Today the
Naticonal Trust is in the pProcess of
replanting 1000 lime (species tila dordats)
trees. The Wimpole Hall log book reveals the
names of many 91lsters who donated Ffunds Ffor
plantings in honer af their creuws. The
Wimpale Hall Administrator Grahm Damart and
his staff were excellent hosts who provided
the group with amaother elaborate dinner in

the historical Hall,

On the previous Friday, the
their Bassingbourn weekend by meeting in
Melbourn and enjouing a buffet lunchean at
the new SHEEN MILL LAKE Pub. At Royston they

group started

uere greeted at the Town Hall by his honor
Mayor Jeffrey Davis, Council Members, The
Royston Women Uolunteers, and many old time

.

“Left FPhota:

"\
Bill Skoglund,

3Blst BG
veteran (left) and Bill Zauner, 8lst BGMA,
place the memorial wreath at ths American
Military Cemetary at Coton., Center Phota:
Nancy Chryst (left) shares a quiet moment

with Councillgr and Former Royston Mayor Pat

changes in flying machines that have occurred
since the war days of 1942-45,

The private showing and bangquet in
Grand Hall of Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum
concluded the trip. Guests posed Far
photographs before waxen "portraits” of
favorite historipal and contemparary
notables. Lt., Col., Peter Worthy, now HMuseum
Manager, and a Friend af the Alst, was the
host. And, as the members of the trip took
their leave, the camaraderie they had agsain
shared with old friends made parting difficult,

The members of the guided tour wers: Gerald
and Noreen Burkhart, Paul amd Nancy Chrust,
Lyle and Alice Cook, Glernn Cooper, Neil and
Jan Daniels, Howard and Catherine Donahue,
wWayne and Vonda Frye, Robert and Mrs Gerald,
Marugel and Adele Hadley, Goldas Hadley, Harold
Ray Harding, David and Norma Hattema, Faul
Kennedy, Wilbur and Lorerna Nicoll, Rohert and
Lucille Nowlin, Seymour Simpson, Bill
Skoglund, Bertha Smith, Harmam and Hilda
Steiner, Ruth Webster, and william and
Katherine Zauner.

Those who traveled independently and Jjoined
the tour were: Roger and Gloria Acmstrong,
George and Alyce Birdsong, David and Ualerie
Crow, Charles and Frances Falkenmayer,
Uincent and Margaret Hemmings, Whitmal and
Jagueluyn Hill and W.W.'s neice Karen Dixon
of Arrington, John and HMrs Houston, Gerald
and Sara Ludwig, Otto and GBladys Msikus,
Armand and Norma Sinibaldo, John and Rosea

the

Stipe, and Leslie and Gloria Walshaw.
NEWEST LIFE MEMBERS
John S. Karlac, LTC USAF (Retl, Pittsfield
MA.
William C, Leasure, Homer City, Pa.

Congratulations & Thanks!

g R i e
The English

Oavid Croue. two

Rule and

Friends of the 91 are working to presercve
Royston’s 8lst Priory Gardens Memorial.
Right Photo: Jacquelyn Hill <(right) poses

with a wax potrait of a tired tourist at

Madam Tussaud's Wax Museum.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. RALLY

Continued From Page 1
Telephone: 703 521-1300. Please indicate you
areg with the 81lst BGMA when making your
reservations. The hotel is convenient to ths
Arlington National Cemetary, the Ft nMyer
Officers Club, and other points of interest.
As there are many things to do and see in
the area, and so that every ane can wvisit
their own points of interest, Association
activities have been limited.
On Saturday 10 October 1987 present
are to visit the Smithsonian Paul E,

plans
Garber

Facility that restores aircraft. Come see the
remains of the B-23 ENOLA GAY, and other
famous aircraft that are being restored.

On Sunday a Brunch is scheduled st the Ft
Myer Officers club prior to the ceremony at
the Arlington National Cemetary, Taomb of the

Unknown Soldiers.
Literature pertaining toc the historical and
cultural attractions in the Wash. OC ar=a is

readily awvailable to tourists. It is
strongly recommended for those who wish to
tour the White House that they contact the
office of their Senator or Congressman, who
will provide appropriately dated admittance
tickets.

In addition to the dautime histarical
tours, theaters abound to Fill the everning
hours. Thaose interested may call the
following far performance infarmation
regarding Oct. 9 thru the end of their stay:
1> The Kennedy Center - 2028 254-3B00 (The
Eisenhgwer Theatre, The Concert Hall, The
Opera House, and Terrace Theatrel); £2) The
National Theatre - 208 2BE-23393; The Ford
Theatrs Lincoln was shot) - 202

(where

4

Historianm Bud Ewvers
shares the left two of the above wartime
photos with information he readily recalls.

Histaorian Evers notes that photographs are a

S1st BGMA 1st UP and

way of recording history and he encourages
other members to contribute majar and minor
memaries bhefare they fade.

In the extreme laft November 1343 photo
taken in "Evers/Roberts Room,"” of the 4Y0lst
Pilot’'s House: are Charles R. Phillips and
John D. Davis. In the back 1i1s Raobsrt S.
Roberts.

According to Evers, Phillips, now in poor
health, was a Captain when shot down an a
Berlin raid and becams a POW on fMarch 22,
1944. He retired as a Lt. EColonel. Davis
completed his combat tour as a2 Major and
401st Squadron Commandear., Davis mnamed tuo

347-4833; 3) The Arena
(The Arena Theatre,
The Uat Room);
202 2EB-3393.

J1BGMA Sec. Whitmal W, Hill, who sparked
this Rally-Round, plans a hospitality room if
the number attending warrant ane.
Registration at the Sheraton Natiogmal Hotel,
he also points out, will make it easy for
attending members to meEet one arnother and

Stage 2082 48B-3300
The Kreegar Theatre, and
and 42 The National Theatre -

plan activities together. By completing the
supplied Fform and mailing it to him,
participants will assisst his necessary

Brunch accounting and Hospitality Room plans.
Attendance tearoff forms should be received
by Sec., Hill no later than Oct. 1, 1387.

91ST'S “909” AT N.Y. AIRSHOW’S
“GREAT PUMPKIN” BOMBING

The National warpiane
N.Y.pirshow and Fly-In is set Ffor Sept.
18-20, 1987 . Over B0 WwWwIlI aircraft,
including three B-17s, will participate ir
Flying actiwvities which include a “Bre=at
Pumpkin” bombing. Airfield camping,
reasonably priced gquality Foed arnd the nearby
museum will be availakle. For information
call: 718 243-38887.

Museum of Genessg,

PRESERVE QUR PROUD PAST

o=

4

planes assigrned to him "Buckeye Boomerang”
and "Buckeye Boomerang II.” REoherts became
a OGroup Lead Pilogt and finished his tour as

a Captain in April 1844 with Colonel Putnam.
He died imn 198G.
The center photao depicts Sergeant Woodrow

Cruise who served as Bartendsr at the
Bassinghbourn # 2 DfFficers club Fram 1843 to
18945, Sometimas called "Santa Cruise.”
Evers recalls that Cruise had a a pat cat

named "Fluffy” whose demise Cruise noted with

a memorial display behind the club bar for
quite some time.

The third photo depicts Flight Jackat
artwork prouwdly worn by members of the 323cd
famous “3089."

Anyone else willing to share some

Bassingbourn snaps?
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P()1_PC)LJF1RF EFHIDBD ﬁmingﬁ
ENGLAND
N e e NEWBERRY, JOSEPH B., 40lst, POW; Fargo, ND;
¢ ”THE PMIGHTY EIGHTH'S AUTHOR, Roger A Oec., 139BB. Nawvigator on Bill Wheesler’s crew
FreeTan, responded to Major General Stanley T which was downed during “the Schweinfuct
Wray's obituary in the Nov., 1386 R/l WIEh g2 raid.” Reported by Harold R. Oebalt, who was
lengthy letter. His letter began: Your the crew’s original co-pilot.
choice of photograph to hanour the passing of
General Wray in the Fagged Irregular uwas a ® THORNLEY, HOWARD R - 322nd Sgd., POW, 974
surprise and an emoticnal humhling experience  i’/th Ave. SE., Minneapclis, MN 554%14%; March
For me. The Rigid Digit tie-pin he alsc gave 30, 1887. Survivors include his  wifs,
me on that occasion is a cherished possession Phyllis and sons David and Stew, all of
and regularly worn.” Minneapolis.
"His plame was shot down Oscember 22, 1943
HOLLAND when returning Ffrom  Osnabruck, Germany .
Thernley parachuted into  Ijmuiden, Holland
e LTS. LEE A. LEWIS ANDO JOHN WHITNEY were according to am account he uwrote several
members of the 401st crew which was shot down  YEars ago which was used by the MINNEAPOLIS
on February 4, 1944, according to information  STAR and TRIBUNE on April 8, 1887,

supplied by one of their rescuers.

Th, Van Der Aalst, one of two young Dutch
boys who defied the Nazi death penalty Ffor
assisting Allied airmen, has written in an
effort to contact Lewis and Whitney who Aalst
arnd his friend provided with food, clothes,
shelter and underground contacts.,

Aalst recalls the flyers were hidden in a
hut, tramsferred to a nunnery and Ffinmally
handed aver to the Belgian "White Brigade.”
He would like to know if their escape was
completely successful.

Lewis’® SN was 0O-BEBB%377, and a Lee A.
once resided at 1336 E 13th St., Tulsa,

Anyone having information regarding
or Whitney is regquestsd to write: Th. Yan Der
Aalst, Ganzestraat 17, 5527 CAa Hapert,
Holland or S1st BGMA Historian Bud Evers,

e TSGT ENGINEER JAMES H. PARRIS SURVIUED the
crash of the 323rd’'s B-17F 42-233916 "in the
Faolderland of Berkel-Zostermeer, a villags
near Rotterdam,” on July 3C, 1843 at 08.56
hours. Haopefully he may be able to help a
Dutch researcher "on crashed planes during
World War II” and add to Slst BGMA history.

Efforts of the researcher, L. J. M.
Bolleboom, have determined Parris’ plane uwas
returning from a raid on Kessel and two cof
his crewmates, Tail Gunner Frederick o
Maynard, and Waist Gumner Earl E. UWest uwere
killed,

Since Parris is
downed crew listed in
Directory, his name and
Forwarded to Bolleboom, Just in case others
can help EBolleboom's efforts: (he is
interested in photos of the "bombardments at
Kassel,” photos of Parris® plane and creuw,
and the addresses of any of the surviving
crew members), He offers payment for photos.

Lewis
Ok,
Lewis

the
BGMA
being

member of
the Slst
address 1is

the anly

Parris’ crew consisted af REoghert M. Miles,
pilot; Hargld T. Holden, co-pilot; Robert L.
Bru, navigator; Erwin Feld, hombardier;
Stanley Chmislewski, assistant engineer;
Frank Phaneuf, radio operator; Chester P,
lLawlese, assistant radio operator; and ths

previocusly mantiormed Maynard and West.
Anyone hawving information regarding any of

those listed pleass write: L Jin M.
Bolleboom, 0Opaal 4, 2B51 SN Berkel 2Z-H,
Nederland, or Slst BGMA Historian Bud Evers.

He spent most of his imprisonment at Stalag
17 in Krems, Austria. "No one escaped Ffrom
Stalag 17,” he wrote. ”I helped on a tunnel
but it was discovered when we got near the
outer fence.

"Each day, we were given a small slah of
bread or a piece of hardtack which was Full
of small black insects. 0Often, we had barley
soup for breakfast. Our ather meal was
almost always a very thin watery socup which
was full of white cabbage bugs.

"We learmed to never look at what we uwere

eating., Meat was always horsesmeat.,.we took

turns on this, receiving one horsemeat patty
about every four manths.®
Thornley, on vacation with his wife, died

of a heart attack inm Yugoslavia.

VA POW MEDAL SOURCE

Recipients of the new ﬁa
Prisaomer OF War Medal, i
announced in 1985, wiil 1
be receiving complete ;
instructions Ffrom the 4

Veterans Administration

later this year, 9lst
BGMA Trea. Hackstock
reports.

Hackstock, a Former
POW, attended the POW
18987 Reunison in
Seattle, WA rcecently.

More tham BBO persons
attended the affair.

To be awarded to any
military member who was
taken prisoner after
April S, 1917, the medal ranks as

“SHERT

the highest

decoration for ssrvice, coming behind thoss
for valor and achievement.

The face aof the medal "is an eagle, symbol
of the United States, and the American
spirit, though surrounded by barbed wire and
bayormet points, stards with pride and
dignity, continually on the alert for the

opportunity to seize hold of beloved fresdom,
thus symbolizing the hope that upholds the
spirit of the prisoner of war.”

On the reverse will be the recipient’s name
and below it engraved, "For honorable sarvice
while a Prisoner of War."
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A BOOK REVIEW gperations, as well as its wvarious postwar

uses. The captions are concise and

FRESH; NEW MATER'AL informative, indicating the author's
IN LATEST B-17 BOOK extensive knowledge of the subject. The best
photos include the numarous beautiful

B-17 FLYING FORTRESS, JEFFREY ETHELL, formation shots, and some unusual pictures of
(Warbirds Illustrated No 41)., Arms and Armour Combat BE-17s at Bradley Field in Hartford,

Press. $7.95

She has been called many things: "Flying
Fortress,” "Queen of the Skies,” and simply
"The Fort.” This Boeing design, known
afficially as the B-17, is now over 50 years

old, but its trus achievemsnts and subsesguent
legends BNSuUre continued respect and
affection as one of America’'s most FfFamous
military aircraft. It becomes most apparent
when people with little interest in airplanes
can readily recognize a B-17.

When I heard about a new book an  the
aircraft, [ looked forward to getting a copy,
but also had some reservations. After azll,
the Famous bombher has had quite complete
caverage in publications, on television, and
even in feature films. [ wondered if I would
be disappointed. With all the reading and
research done in connection with the Fort, 1
thought ! had seen nmearly all the available
wartime photographs of the Flying Fortress.
] was wrong.

After seeing the book, any Fears af
duplicating many of the photos in books I
already had read were quickly set aside. I
should mot have been surprised, for auwthor
Jeffrey Ethell has continuzally shown the
ability to umearth much in the way of frash,
new material.

B-17 FLYING FORTRESS is the latest imn the
Warbirds Illustrated Series published by Arms
and Armour Press. The author’'s four previous

Comnecticut, having just returned from Europe
after World War II. From there the bombers
would be taken to such final resting places
as Kingman, Arizorma to await the scrapper's
torch, a humiliating end Ffor these grand
warriors. Other photos reveal some B-17
survivars that seomehow earned a more enduring
existence as transports, test beds, fire
bombers, or Flying museum pieces.

While this bopk will find its rightful
place on the bookshelves of historians and
B-17 fanatics, it is also highly recommended
faor those with even a passing interest in
this magnificent airplane,.

- ROBERT S.

(Editors Note: This bogok revisw
submitted by Historian Robert S DeGroat
is associated with Video Air of Newark,
DeGroat is a S9ist BGMA Associate Member
has heen involved with the 'Shog Shoo
project since 1878, He says copies of
FLYING FORTRESS” may be obtained directly
From the auther. Simply send $7.95 plus
$1.00 for postage and handling to: Jeffey L.
Ethell, Rt 1, Box 3154, Frant Royal, UA
22630,

DEGROAT

was
whg
Del.
and
EBaby’
"B-17

1386-1388 81st HEMA OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-Paul Chryst, LTC USAF [Ret),
1484 N. Adams St., Pottstown Pa 13464
l1st VICE PRESIDENT & HISTORIAN-Hilary “Bud®”

efforts in the series (Numbers 15, 18, 31, Evers, 21 Barony Ln., Hilton Head, SC 29328
and 38) all dealt with American warplanes of :

World War II and Korea in a general sense. end VICE PRESIDENT-Harold Lieberman,

Two of those books are in Full color. This 454 Warren St., Hudson NY 12534

latest one on the B-17 1is his First on a SECRETARY-Whitmal Warren Hill, CwWO USAF
specific subject, and it comes off well. (Retl, 4002 Braddock Rd., alexandria Ua 22312

He has compiled 13B8.photos (1% in colord TREASURER-Charles RE. Hackstock, LTIC USAF
showing the Fort during its wartime (Ret), 14224 SE ZBBth St., Kent, WA 3BO42Z
THE RAGGED IRREGULAR

Thess newsletters are published quarterly October, Jancare, April and July are the schedyled publication months. The BT's purpose is to keep alive the spiril of the 91st Bombardment Croup (H} and to
maintain the fellowshin of all those who fought together in Warld War 11 fram AF Station 121 in Bassingbourn. England from 1842 t 1945

Material for publication should be sent to the Editor. Rudy Malkin, 1643 Thetford Bd.. Balta . Md. 21204 “Time-Value” items must be received three weeks befare she Jirst day of the month af publication
to permit nevessary priority consideration for inclusion in that issue Every effort will be made ta utilize ather submitted material in the scheduled or later Bl issis.
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