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MAY DEDICATION FULFILLING
DONOFRIO'S "BELLE'' DREAM

Confederate Air Force Opens
Dixie City's Festivities

A exandr a, LA has scheduled a Coniederate A r Force
showto beg n ts CENLABRAT ON on SLrnday May31st.
The air show wi nclude numerous WWll airpanes.
Among them are a B-17, Focke- W!lf. P-51, P-40, l\,4 E109
and a Zeta

The a r act v ty w ll take p ace ai the Esler Regional
Airport (former y Es er Army A r F e d) where, aiter f ght,
the planes wi be on v ew for the public

Special banq!ets activ ties and lours are sched!led for
visillng lormer A r Force personnel. Fam y activit es wi I

be ava able daiy dur ng the week of CENLABRATION
which concludes on June 5 6 and 7 in iun and frol c I
A exandr a's histor c downtown area

For part cu ars contact: A exandr a Re-Vis ied 1987, PO
Box 1293, A exandria, LA 71309.

'Memph s Be e s' or g nal Crew Ch el Joe c ambrone (o. addea
adds the 25th m ss o. bomb 1o Slarceas.ose artto record a memorab e
elent n th s WW Ipholo

ROYAL NOSTALGIA ADDED
TO BASSINGBOURN TOUR

OLreen E izabeth The eueen Mother has ncreasedthe
nostalgia awail ng the 9Tsiers attendlng the Ango_
Amercan Week in London. Cambridge and Royslon
areas irom Nlay 5 to [/ay 13. 19e7.

Her secretary replied 10 9lst BGIVIA s pres dent paut
Chryst's anno!ncement of the return of former Basstno-
bourn personnelthatHer[/ajesty'wasveryp eased',wiih
the n.w! a-o assu'eo (. )sr 'Fe. Va,e,r1 st ,era -s
/ \ rd.ro'l O esofl.e visi'IOBas.rooo..rw11-f6hr.lg
in 1943 '

The or gina letter w ll be donated to "The l\,4ernph s
861 6lVeno al Vuse-n dLfl1q oeo cat on c.ra-oriF(
sLhedLroo Ior Va) '5.-roJq- Mt, l/, -9e7

The Berkshire Trave Agency of Reading, pA. has
announced that the gu ded tour schedu ed by it s now
comp ete y f lled However anyone trave tng aione s wel-
come to join the activit es schedu ed for this memorab e
weekend.

It has been an nounced that no 9T st BG merrber w ll be
turned away lrom the gates of Bassingbourn dur ng ihe
week s activit es

Sho!ld any member wish to partlc pate on a ,part 
a

basis only ' he s advised to contact the Berksh re Trave
Agency, lnc immediate y to have h s name p aced upon
the Otfical Vrsrr ng Nrember List nq

S rce a nJroe. o' tc-eo, eo ei.nrs -,ot.e co<.,d1-
tors due the Fr ends of the 91st for mak ng the arrange
ments ri is mportant io understand ihem io av6d
possible mutual ernbarrassment

Though returning part cipants of the 'Back To Bas-
singbourn Tour . set ior lVay 5-13, 1987, wil be tired, it's a
sate bet thal many of them won t be able to ignore the ure
of another 9Tst BGMA actvty set for May 15-17 1987.

Its the gala aiiarr arranged by 91st Associate Lfe
Mernber Frank G Donolrio n Memphis. Tenn. ior the
''lvlemphis Belle lvlemor a Dedicat on '

Donofr o, a one-time nfantry oii cer who earned h s
p lots' lcense when he was 62 hasspenll9yearsresior-
ng the 324th Sqd s "Memph s Bel e,' the f rst B 17 to

comp ete 25 m ssions oveT German-occup ed E!rope.
lhe 91st's famous Ladywas p aced upon a pedestalata

National Guard Armory n l\,4emph s aiter the war bul
vandals and the e ements d d more damage n ihe ensuing
years to her then than she ever sutiered during ihe war.

Aro!sed by the deter orat on, Donofr o s efforts fina y
made coniaci with the 91st BGMIA.

'But for e ght years ' he recal s lwasthesolemember
ol the Memph s Bel e Vlemorial Commlitee."

Since i is mposs ble to record even a small port on of
the names of al those who he ped Be e' survive in those
diffcutyears, t scertan noonew lfeel sl ghted fone
benefactor besides Donofrio is slngled out

n an Oct. 1975 lellet Ia Frcnlier Magazine Donolria
wroie:

Coniinued on page 2 Continued on page 2
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,.BELLE'' DREAM
Conlr-.reo "o'r oage -

. a '966 r-. -g9ed ord o,a-e oega4 ro y,e o to Vor-.,\atJre. -ha.ars !re-- J ror,ceo oy ie pLbtc ,-ri
Da\ o P ttr. a I3-lea .oto-bo/ r'o.r pre"sa-rGrove. A a,
orolestad ra . erro.-eConnerc:a Appea \ew. elt.r_ V.np1! for a -el^ aoal o' pat-r' s ja,o.it. air-
ola'e, -'. erlpr <pd.h.d a Lonorere -a^ oa rt .oo by o
crew from the A r Naltona Guardsmen.

Things p cked up by 1980. The .,tvjemphis Be e, was
lo/ed ro 1e lrro n" olJl Atrpo' whar" A I Nat o1a
C-a'd rreLhar L r a-o a a\iar'ontecf^La sC,oo ssl-_
Cents began restoratiorl

When a permanent sheltel was made lhe bottom ine
for the retention of 'Memph s Bele,' in her hometown,
Donolrio arose to lhe challenge aqain

ire <parl.o l-F fL.O-ra S ng d, .e thar evenlLa l/ p.o.
. dao (he 'L-o: ror t.e Veapr s Be te V.ro.ai lrs.
dedrcalo_ _wr. oe eeorated o. IVe.rprr< a.o non).-ar, 91<r BGVA.re.rbers,ro|r Vay -5 ro \lal -7

Coi a, _ard Jopg(ro^1 o ec.o. ol tTe L.S. A r,o.(e
Museum neaT Dayton Ohio was so mpressed by the
determination and enthusiasm of those lnvo ved i; ihe
lvlemorial iund-rais ng he extended the time reouired io
'a,se $500000 fo, r-e oe ranF.. ,r. ter trree t .lFC rlf
Do'']oi ro > .ffor I - ad 'a ,eo ro .arsa l-e .eqJ r6d ono _, r
the Air Force would have rec a med ,Bel e.,)

Dorol.to s or6Jr has ( one r, .e A sleel-,,ar-ed o,a
dome w th strong fabr c cover ng will soon house a tho_
roughly resiored "l\,4emph s Belle.,, The dome wt be
about 124 feet wide and 154 feet ono

FoLrr small exhib ts w I enabte visitors to exDeT enceIhe _-'r g.t posll o1s o' a \rats gLn-pt r-..et gu-rF.
oo|r,oarote a4o p ot a1o co-o ot w,tl^oLr e;t.ri-g''Belle -e.se' -rea angeTeIwi lp.ec ud./^do!^,i
enl da'rage -a .sed ov to-. s. tralf c .-ro,g- I,e plare
itse f.

a- oose4at o''] oec. s o ar-ao along parr or r-6oo-6s nrFro loD.r'l .avtawo, Be,re f,br abo,e
aboL- a ,ea ago Co cober- \,4oraan who pttorFo'36 e l 'o 9 25- ssiors.a e^dpda-p-.5.qen1.Iq .-.

re ai rg o rar Alsoarre.oi-qrhepresqConre.6'lCewas
Vd'oa F oo,-.t-eVeFp- 9 Be,e Vo.qanhao,rmno
when he nam-ad hrs ola.p

At rrF o e!: , o-'e erc. vo ga- said ,r Q ve-y nostal-
oc lo sit ir lhe Ba' a tni^oof.erl-e,ew.re-to,.s_tO
crewmen and ihat wonderiul airplane.

''She was very dear to us. As the bombard er once said
'She could have been our coff n, and she iurned out to be
ouT savior.'

T'e s'_eoLleo act ' rips,or rh. Vp,rp ts BF le Ve.ro al Ded.: ton cpteno.l es .or Vay t5-,7, 1987 are
MAY 15 -

Aircraft re ocated to Nai onal Guard ramp 6:30
P[,4 Cocktai party and buffet for crews and dig-
nitaries at Sheraton A rport 8:00 P t\,4 - Media
receptron.

MAY 16 -
7:00 At!, - Buffei Breakfast at Sheraion Airpori.
8130 AN, - Private med/a arrangements and indi-
vidua lor f ying for phoio and promotion. 10 00

A[, - Gates open to pub ic 12 45 AM - Rarnp

cleared ol publc 1:00 PM -Formation take ofi.
Formaiion passes over airport city and f,,1ud
lsland for approxmately one hour. 200 PIV -
Ramp reopens to pltbl c. Aircraft on d spay until
one half hor_rr aiter s! nset. 6:30 PM - Dinner pariy
and dance for crews and workers at the 91st
Bomb Gror-rp Restaurani.

N,4AY 17 -
7 00 AM - Breakiast buffet at Sheraton A rport
900 AM - Gates open to the pubtc 1:30 pN,4 -
Famp ciosed for formation take off A rshow
passes over arrport. 2:00 PM - Overf y N,4ud stand

ContinLred on page 7

ROYAL NOSTALGIA
Continlred fronr Page T

Consequently anyone ntend ng to join the activit es
on his own s advsed to wrte Berkshire and state the r
inient ons n advance of their departure.

Those attending w represent the rnore than 2 000
proud members oi the 91st BG MA today Wh etherethey
w I part c pate in cerernonies honoring those w th whom
they served - the lv ng and the dead.

Other ceremon es w lt pay tr bute to The Friends of the
9lst BG acknowledge the cornp ete relurb sh ng of the
Prop Memoria and its andscap ngtaccepttheg ftoftwo
L/.nor, Ben(h.S. e,p ass ..6 9tsrs q.at rJoo Io (he
C O. tra O' r.e-: a-o Ve- of'1. Barrac^s lor lh-Air . o.
rinl 1a nl6TJ-ce o'| r-a lve- or:; pa, i. . F O lv M
Da.io Crow'or no F han20,,Far,o,ialht ,rervrc6a o
acknowedge the hard work and persona sacrllces by
Vince Hemmings lo mainta n the Contro Tower [,1useum.

l , 0o{o*.1 tt-f'

u*{,
r\ *-{uu

Lre!teDa"r coLoner Paur cb.rsl.

THE OUEEN MOTHER'S IEITER
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CHAPLAIN RAGAN BLESSED ALL WITH A HORSESHOE!

". ..:1E!* !A*erb;'.:l-,,1::,-".. -. .
Chap a I Capta n [,] chae S Faqanbessesacrewprorto]rsdepar

t!re on a mission irom Bassingbo!rn n th s oli ca Pholo nlended 10r
slatesde p!b catons A simiar phoio was pub ished ftheSept 1O
194.1 P ctoria Maqaz ne oi the C eve and P a n Dea er

401st F ight Surgeon, Oapta n Walker, regretfu ly deter-
nnlned the a lmeni was. 'Terminal

H lary Eud Evers, of ihe 40lst, remernbers chanc ng
upon Ragan on a base path ead ng to ttre No. 2 C Ltb.
There was a arge congregat on oi birds, between 2b to
50, clustered belore h m. As Evers approached it was
apparent Ragan was ta kinq to the b rds.

When he iinally noticed the somewhat d scornf ted
Evers' presence Chaplain Ragan unabashedy sad,
''Goodbyel '1o the birds. He then joined Evers, w thout a
word of exp anation. and chatted wiih htrn as the two
continued together down the path.

Aiso reca ted are the occas ona 'str ptease'
periormances Chaplan Ragan periormed. Those who
attended rece ved an educai on Before his audience he
d vested himself oi all his c er cal raiment - one terr at a
t me whie explain ng the s gn i cance of each p ece. Ai
the end of this 'striptease' his exposure conssted of
regLrlai on U.S Army ait re.

Aiter the war Chaplain Ragan returned to Avon, Ohio
where he served h s church unt I h s deaih n atragic 1949
auto accldent. He s remembered n that area wth

He must have had kind words for all 9l sters in the brief
years he lvedaiterthewar lnl952theKnightsof Co urr-

Genera y morning lght was dirn
and m st often b urred object out-
nes when a green iares signal

started engines at war-t me Bass-
ngbourn. soon more than a m ie of

91st BG(H) B 17's Lrmbered around
the perlraeter. preparing to sw ng
onto the runway and take off for
anolher str ke at Hit er's heart alld

Somet mes crew members, happening to look in the r ghi
d rection whi e their plane began the iake-oif rol blinked
their eyes n a'doub e-take' There just beyond the wing-
tip, at ihe edge of the g rass, stood a pr est brand sh-in g a
horseshoe

When the p anes returned the same pr est awa ted the r
crews n operat ons offer ng support, encouragement
cocoa and any d vers f ed mag nat ve so ace deemed
suitab e at the time Whi e the p anes were away he had
c rcuiated throughout the hangars and hardstands with
friend y bo stering words for the ground crews burdened
w th end ess work oads.

The 91st BG(H)s Catholic Chap a n, Capta n l\,4 chael
S. Ragan of Ohio was quiie a guyl Easy go ng iniormal
friend to all. h s life was an example of self ess ded cation
to others. lt didnt nratier to him whether you were
Cathol c ol another faith or "noth ng at all ' You were
mportant.

Even an mals ilocked to h s charisma As he walked
around the base he was usua ly accompan ed bylailwag-
ging dogs, Hls own personal griei was inlense when
;Red lne,' Bassingbourn's mascot, became i and the Conirnued on pag€ 4
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CHAPLAIN RAGAN
Coftinued from page 3

bus chartered Oouncr 33269 and Oed cated t to h s
16r orr. !. < o, C Co-n.i suoq6querr'/ s:-ao a
rrdro -o i , ra_ o.l to al oaggeo l..egLlar< to oo" hen
-pw"e_ t_ t'earaa An)o-e j-( C pa.t'l9 an oopor-L'1 (r
o'e:oo^dng'ot'p n!i(alonclouldl^..e Jo- n Ne4 .l
P.O. Box 221 Avon, Ohlo44012

That such an inv tat on, n Chap a n Michae S. Ragan s_ane. I s(d_o< 'o otl Bagged t eg-la- drr;. l5
.ea.s co-r.,1! alt fef o,io( o. : 06roreo oeo L at-6o
serv ce io the men of the 9Tst BG(H).

ALLAN CHAPMAN
EDITOR S NOTE: Though one of the near y nothtng at

all"rel giouscategorywh eatBassngboLrrn th sex 6..
.aas r o toJ r6d b, c\aad- Faganspre,en..

T'. C-er''-.o r-e1 o., Co ss-(o (1po.Cd)o-- ,\ien
he overtook pedestrians on the base wh e on h s b cvc e
-L -bao opaqci grhor,,o, bo1 rOh6oor'lot-(ens
presence with a sLrdden, boisierous, pEACE on yo!l

As he passed the often startled watkers he tooked back
with such arr mpish but benign grin thai you though
accusiomed to the ribadry present too often n G-
vocabularies, knew he hadn t nreant whal you n tta y
thought 'PEACE on youl" rrioht have rneant

lfiolbri llflingr

DONOVAN, MICHAEL F.,401stSqd 30240 Rosebr er
St C air Shores Ml 48092 Sepi j986. Reported by his
daughter, Mary E len MtcCafirey

- HUFFMAN. HOWARO C..40-st )oo 28 \ Eoq.. I

D . vou g. o\r' O- 4a5lr: Dec I 1986 . - , L..,.eo
byh swrie. Hele11iason Lesl eH asister,Mrs Gertr!cle
A exander and four brothers Fzra. Ra/ph, James and
Ken neth.

Mrs. Huifman wrote Howard oved h s Group and he
loved recervrng The Raqqed lrrequtat.

IRONS. DONALD E.. V rGr oer 1.,. Sqo 3lO -al
5I Bor.e D I \/0j S6pr 29. toSb ''o.c ^d.: 

pO\A rn
Sta ag 178 He retired from the A r Force after 28 vears

An av d reader and acconrp shed cook. h s surv vors
rnc ude h s wiJe. Georgia:two sons, Dona d G and John
a grandson, Dona d Shane lrons; two brothers Edw n H.
and C iford and a srster. Dorothv Fotev

JONES. MORBEL E. ,c.. 1Ol \ B,rt ng \4 -- d t^,S
77203: Nov 2 1ga6

. SCHOVAN, WILLtAM C.,,101sr Sqd. 24301 N,4arigotd,
Warren M 48089: May. 1986 He is survrved by his;iie.
Barbara.

TAYLOR, MONBOE P., 323rd Sqd. PO. Box 67,
Rhome. TX 76078; Jan. 22 1987. Beported by his w ie,
Sara She wroie her husband. a iormer Navigator, ' always
sti I felt (he was) a part of his squadron "

MUTUAL COOPERATION REQUIRE D TO
PRESERVE A PROUD PAST

The Slst BGlH) over Gehany n Februarv 19.1,1

Courageous men comprsed the 91st BG(H) These
Regu ar and Civll an so diers, both a rmen and aroLtn.J
'I o . o o . o' f. .". n o". " -..od o,oerpdr nrt o
face of oiten hope ess odds Th;y set the r m nds and
w ls. the r strength and siam na to contr bute to the goa
VICTO RY

TL ora or ( 
^ho 

$e e t-. r "-o g ro r .r. .6 o,gd -
zed a l,4emor a Associatontohonor9lsters.both vng
and dead Our pLrrpose is pure. Ga la nt men deserve to be
memoria ized. They and thelr exp o ts deserve to be
remembered. For they were and are our broihers - were

".d d,e o.r .(,aa-. i, .!d4 a1o I no .\e I T. o,r
know our sLrrviva depended upon the sk t. dedication
and devot on of those with whom we flew and those who
kept us llyin g.

There were leaders anrong us who loved enough to
estab sh our Associat on Oiher leaders nurtured its
growth To these ded cated and unseli sh men we owe
ra Lrch.

ii is now 1987. Forty-two years have passed Recent y
we e ected new eaders Adopted new By-Laws. Let's get
going and proceed with vigor to carry out the mandate of

ln the past there have been disagreements brought
about principa ly by ack oi commun cat on. We can and
wi I forget these W th everyones cooperation we must
ook to the luture to preserve our proud pasi

Al the members appreciate and honor our past leaders
and trust ou r new leaders w ldowe.Themenoithe9lst
w I rally round I we comm t ourselves to an open and
dernocratic assoc ation ded cated to our purposes,

For pos tive resu ts we must think and act pos tive To
make ours the best and most act ve mernor a groLlp of a
s our goall

Hi ary Bud" Evers, 1si V P. 91st BGtvtA

. The 91st BGMA s 1st Vice Pres dent H lary "Bud ' Evers
has accepted the addit onal duty of the Histor an post.
Help him preserve our past Send your iavorite story to
ihe B/.

ATTE NTION !

z'086 vM 'l!oy 'ls qlmz l
s tzz'l NcolslceH a se reqc rarnsEerl ot lceqc pLres

esee d isnp ere sanp drqsrequrel,! enuuV OO 9$ s,Vl OS
tst6 Z96l €q_L uorluolle rnol a^eL.t a^ teql MoN
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advance of Russ an lroops and d plomacy perm tted the
91st to fly them out

The waiting for9lsttransportat on prov ded Osterberg,
h s Bonrbadier Zebrowski and another p lot Gene Sen-
iield wiih another memorab e memory.

With the BLrss ans in control ot the area, the three
dec ded to exp ore a road leading fron Sialag Luit No. 1

Osterberg found an abandoned b cycle which he used to
r de ahead of h s wa k ng friends Rounding a bend in the
road he carne upon two Russ ans trying io r ght an auto
ayng on ts side. With the help ol Osterberg and hs
iriends the Americans and two Russians rghled the

However, though lhe veh c e was r ghted the Russians
weren't ab e to start the motor. Osterberg, looking under
ihe hood. iound and correcled the ma lunci on -a loose
co wire,

When the vehicle was operalive oneoltheRuss ans, an
oif cer. mot oned lor Osterberg and his friends to get n.
SLrbsequently, Bombardier Zebrowsk s recol ections of
ch dhood learred Po ish establislred a semb/ance of
verba communication between the Amer cans and the
Russlans. The Russian oificer was a Major who was
respons b e for a town f! rthe r ahead on the road where he
was using the Mayor's home for his headqLrarters.

Once at the FLrssians' headqLrarters Osterberg and the
others waited whi e the lvlajor was immersed n paper
\1/ork. Bored they were ready to return to Stalag No 1

before n ght lal when food was provided Then bott es ol
iberated Danish booze" appeared: 'al en musca

instruments mus c and singing soon produced a vely
party Durlng the party, Osterberg recal sfed-strpping
the sub machine gLrn be ongrng to the sold er responsi-
b e for ihe RLrssian Maloas fe

Bui that mutual irust and commaraderie was I m ted. he

Cont nued on page 7

STORY BEHIND A STOFY The 323rd Sqd s Spencer K Oslerberq
artended the recenl Tampa Among the new irlends he
madewereiormermembersol(ihenCapt)Co LeslerF aenlmeeslers
lFet) 401sl crew Meetinq him at PENE'S PUB Fentmeeslers crew
members nssted Osterberg loin lhem jora re!n on d nnercomplele y
s!bs d zed by Fe.lmeesterwho. regretluly. co!ld notalte.drhe Tampa
Feun on D!r ng d n.er 1a k Oslerberg's story emerged

Sealed at the tab e are the 10 low ng membersolRenheesterscrew.
the r wives and Osterberg. Fead .g lrom er1lo r ghr toroground, are:
i.4rs D elhorn, Engineer Elmer A Dtelhorn Mrs S monson and Radio
OperaiorWardSlmonson Fear eltto I ght. are Wastc!nnerGordon
A Wiqqett Mrs Wggelt, Mrs Ashby Osterberg and Bombard er

THE "MISS OUACHITA". OSTERBERG TALE
2nd Lt. Spencer K Osterberg s career as a pi ot in the

323rd Sqd. 91si BG(H) was brlef. lt began Dec., 1943.
Arriving as the pilot of a Replacement Crew he f ew his
first mission on January 29 1944 as a Co-Pi ot

Fve nr ssions later, on February 21 heandhscrew
were ass gned their own plane, 'N/iss Ouachita," a B17F
w th the seria nLrnrber 42-3040

''Sorneone ese had named her' he recals alono with
ihe fact that he and his crew never had a chance to
practcefyher

The r iirsi m ssion and i ight n her was their ast.
The target on Feb 21 was an a rport near Munster

Germany. Osterberg flew w ng io Lt Ward who led the
Spare E emerlt. Someiirne before the target was reached
the Spare E ernent iurned to the eftwh le the ma n forma-
tion t!rned to the r ght.

''By tlre i me had recovered,' Osterberg reca ls, 'and
returned to the main fornrat on f ghters had h t us hard I

ost the Top Turret and Eng neer-Gunner T./Sgt Lambert
T. Brostrom and the Ta lGuns O.e left engine was o,Jt
another damaged - the Rad o Room was af re and our
oxygen system was destroyed.'

W thout oxygen it was impossible to .ia ntain the high
a t tude at which the ma n formation continued toward
the target. Cutt ng power Osterberg headed for c oud
cover be ow. DLrr;ng the descent f ghlers h t 'N4 ss OLra-
ch ta aga n

Soon afier reach ng c oud coveT his p ane lced up
badiy. Batile damagenow ncluded lossof vacuumforh s
flight nstruments Consequent y he depended upon the
needle-balland a r speed to ma ntain eve iightunt the
ice cleared from the w ndshield.

Emerg ng from the c oud cover, he flew just oif the
deck ior quite a whi e'.

Seek ng to avo d a town ahead hiseffort nadvertent y
took them over a German f ghter base wh ch spewed
lighters ke bees from a hive These i ghters mmediate y
began mak ng more runs on "Mrss Ouachita'whose on y
rernarn ng defense was the Left Waist Gun.

As more i ghters made their runs his Co-Pi ot.2nd Lt.
Van John E. Beran, was k led and Osterberg, wounded,
was no onger ab e to evade their i re.

Becarse they were now defenseless and survving
further pend ng attacks was impossible Osterberg
ooked ior "a spot to set li/lss Ouachita down " He

se ected and belled ln on acoupeofsmal pastures."

Six of the crew oi the downed 1\,4 ss Ouach ta wa ked
away. A the suTV vors becarne P.O.W s for the next 15
rn onihs.

In addil on to the deaths of h s Co-Pioi and Eng neer
and h s own wound ng. three other crew members were
wounded. They were Fadio Operator T/Sgt Harold L.
Klein, Ba Turret G!nner S/Sgt Samue P Aldr dge and
Tail Gunner S/Sgt Jay J M lewski.

2nd Lts Navgator Morris J. Roy and Bombarder
George J Zebrowski, Jr. and S/Sgts Waist Gunner Clay-
ton E Morn ngstar and A W S atkowski escaped injury.

Osterberg and the other oificers were sent to Sta ag
Luft No. 1 at Barth, Germany and remained there unt lthe
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RESTORED REPLICA HONORS 323RD'S "909''

above:Theorgna_909oithe323rdsqdatBassngbo!rndurnglhewa.Rght:someorignacrewmemberswhlevaningatpyore,Teias
lefl lo rghtare:co.P lot C emW R der Fadio OperatorJack F Grosh Bal i!trel cunneiHomerJ L!ke,p|olArth!rA. K'iige; NavigatorWiamA Yourq EngneerJohna Reash Lettwastc!nnerLatrySierpnandTai C!nner F chard E. Mlrphy.

She deserved a better fate than the scrapp ng awaitrng
her in an Arzona'boneyard' aiter the war.

She flew more missions than any other 8th A r Force
B-17 n a b t more than a year,lour com plete crews made
140 missions w th her w thout a turnback or njury to any
or r,p' c 6\{ 1 eroor<. F g lee o' t-o5e r <q ons wp'6
over Ber n.

She was the 323rd Sqd, 91st BG(H)'s unforgettab e
"909'. The Jan. 197T ssue of the R/l devoted a ful page
tribute to her memory which is also referred to n more
enduring textbooks

Known as the ' LLrcky Sh p" dur ng her cornbat serv ce,
her spir t sLrrv ved her scrapp ng One p tot, Torn FIe ty,
operating h s own business se ing v ntage arrp ane parls
and restoring o d war planes n K ssimee Florrda, was
nstrumenta in restor ng a facsjm le of th s fafirous "Big

The restored Fort, now proudly sport ng '909's ins g-
n aand9lstBGlH)markings sownedbyBobCo lingsoi
Barton Road, Stow Mass. A arge hanger on his property
s the intended site ol a Warb rd lvluseum -the finat rest ng
place lor the 'liv ng monument he and Re ty have
created in 909's' honor.

While attend ng the Sept. 10-13 Tarnpa Nationa Reun-
ion, rnembers ol '909 s' or g na crew heard her rep ca
would be at the Manchester New Hampshire Looan A r-
port on Sept. 27 28,1986.

Forrner crew members R chard E. IVlurphy ol Lynn, MA
Samuel J. Cipol a of Chicago. lL, Robert Ft. tvlefford of
Va par so. lN and Armando J S nibaldo of Lis e, tL
qu ckiy arranged to rfeet at ihe Logan Airf eid and fly n
"909'again.

They did
Bob Co lin gs, the plane's owner who enioys wearing an

or g nal "g09 flighi jacket that sports the ,,909, nose art
on it's back. welcomed ihem

''Whai an experience after a I these years' Murphy
sad. We few in formaton wih another B-i7 from a
Bhe nbeck, NY museLrm escorted by two P-51 s and two

Aside from meet n9 Sinibaldo at Tampa a few weeks
ear er, l\riurphy had on y seen one of his crewmates s nce
the war, He was Rad o-Operator Jack Grosh, s nce
deceased, whose creat vity sparked '909's' nose art.

Just like "old i nres atBassngbourn rumorscrculat-
Fd ar rh. Logd- A,'eo \ -.re M-rp / a1o h,,ta d,'6l^ n 90oc reoti-a Ti^ebg L,t o.\(asr-.p.5lsa, OD-47,- ghle..on Shoo-S_ooBab, (or' oAL VLcF.r
*fon !er.F( ordt 01 ( (or p 6t60 at tre Do\6, AFB

Astad ro|oco e.lonq tegd-d -q .re-oraole r res
h la I r n9 h: ro r' 1 909 \,4" o r ,6h e^toa..

. l1 hours and 55 m n-
airfreld on one m ss on..
Bassingbourn Saw Jet

First m ss on to [/ar enburoules Had to land on Enq tsh-
not enough fue to make t to
fighters.'

Asloo t ela o0o \aca LLr.S o 
^hte,trt-g- ( (o.?. 

^- 
(, o.oa1 N/dr, h 2 tq4j -F ,c/> .ve<

Late last year '909's' rep ca returned to F or da for
add t onal restorat on by Tom Rei y A top turret and tait
0Lrns are schedu ed for t.

l\/Lrrphy was not quest oned how t fe t to fty again in'909's' rep ca for a ha f an hour at an ali tude oi iabout
500 to 1 000 feet . Hts obvio!s answer would have been.
'Safe'__eo'gralate^o 

90o .d(co-o 19 toa/a :b ei1fo,-
-ato-.co:rled or'A.t_J A <i-ga Plor f r/dlrerh-
vi ie PA; Clem W R der. Co-P tot, Saginaw M :Wit iam A.
Yor_9. \augd(or. q.d a o,. CA. -1e.., p >ti'es. Borbade (r1o.o.Wr .oi B q.a<-.Fro1.a Ai.a L.
Jack R. Grosch, Radio-Operator. Cot!m_bus. OH Larrv
S e o n Le' Wa:t GL'lre. C.evF ard O-l D", o _'.
Bolner Right Waist cunner, De R o, TXi Homer J. Luke.Ba Turret Gunner, Vancouver. WA and R chard E.
[.4urphy Ta Gunner Lynn lVlA.

NOTICE!
l\,4r. Robert Coll ngs, of the Col ngs Foundation which

reconstructed the rep ca oi "909 . seeks contact wth
iormer f ight and ground crew members oi the origtnal
140 m ss on sh p. He wishes to record their W experien-
ces. The rep ica of 909' wil eventua y be d splayed at
Siowe, lviass To coniact [,4r Co I ngs wr te The Col ngs
FoLrndation FiverHi Farms Siowe lvlA 01775.

Addltional nformat on regard ng '909's' rep ica w tl
appear in future R/ ssues. The R/l soticited ihe info too
late for inc usion in this issue, Correspondence ftom
"909ers" is inv iedl
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BASE'S 'BURN4A BOADS' LED TO LOCAL PUBS

Remernber BassngbouTns 'BuTma Roads'? They
were the paths wh ch led from ho es in the sLrrrounding
barbed w re to oca pubs I ke the "Wagon and Horses" on
Royston Foad the Carpenteas Arms' in owerBassfg-
bournandtolhebackdoorofthe'Hoops' nBassingborn
proper By us ng _Burma Roads agLrycoudgetaquck
pift or two sans an authorized pass.

Though the exrstence of the BurmaRoads'wasknown
to base aLrthorit es. tt e effort was made to control the
traffic

ln the ear y days when the 91st was scheduled to f y lt
,\d -op S.L er ln o r a. o . Ac <oor d( a n ((.on \^a<
schedu ed the Base per meters were sea ed and no one
wasa owedto eaveunti theplaneswereoniheirwaythe
fo ow rlg morn ng.

Thelactthaim ss onswereoftenscheduledafter' pub-
open ng tlme created a prob em. By lhe t me Alert Llsts
were posted. many 9Tsters were a ready in lheir tavor te
loca pub depleting ts stock of N4 d and B tters

Base authorties deat with theoretical AWOL-ers"
prag mat cally. Whenever an Alert was posted, Squadrons
and [Jn ts posted regu ar Stand-by Guards ouiside each
''Burma Road" barbed wre hole These guards had
orders not to al ow anyone to leave but to a low eveTyone
to return -- whenever they decided to come home".

The b ind-eye approach the base althorit es adopted
regarding the Burrna Roads' trafl c worked. Sor.etlmes
rny f"4 d and B tter th rst was thwarted when ltr ed to use a
''B!rma Road' aiter an A ert And when was one of the
!!a !s, d!(,;Lr, t;icr, .ied i_e rei-rr,'E pairoiS oi tire
"Waggon and Horses ' The Carpenteis Arms." Hoops "

Occas ona y whlle assigned to such guard duties t
was apparent that sorne of the ate returning reve ers
wol] d breakfast on pure oxygen in their p anes pr or to
part c pat ng nthe9lstsschedued peri oLrsb!s nessof
the day

We took care ol oLrT own as best we coLrld
WHlTl,4AL W H LL. Sec.9lst BGN4A

,,BELLE" 
DREAN,4

Conl nued irom page 2

for dedicat on ceremony A rcrait then free to
return horne or Memph s Aero North.4:00 PN4 -
Surv vors party for workers.

The fo ow ng N/emph s hoiels offer special rates to 91st
BGlvlAers only on a first-come f rst served bas s The
BGMA takes no responsib lity regarding reservations.
YoLr must make your own

THE RIVER PLACE, 100 N. Front at Adams Memphis.
T\ 38103 - S19 sgl dbl - 9-.-BGNnA lq:.

SHERATON MEMPHIS,300 N. Second St., [.lemphis,
TN 38105 - $55 sgl/dbl - nearby.

PEABODY HOTEL, 149 Union Avenue, [,4emph s TN
38103 S70 sg , $90 dbl - downtown.

. CorrectionlThe Nov 1986 issue ofThe R/lerroneous y
listed the Asso s membership as 1.451 and iota dues
payng membership as 1123. The correct number of
members is 1,859 and the correct number of dLles pay ng
members is 1 323

POTPOURRI
ENGLAND

. ROYSTONT Haro d Loch and Robert Hanson. 324th
Sqd. w I be part cu arly honored guesis l they part ci-
pate n the May Bassingbourn tour of the 9tst BG(H)
N4ern. Asso They are rerrembered by Mrs. Peggy Chap
man for be ng very kin d io her parents. both of whom have
since d ed She looks foreward to thank ng them person
naly when they return.
. AFR NGTON Former T/Sgt lvle v I J Penner s asked
to contact Dav d C. Crow. Rutland House, Hay St. Stee-
p e lVorden SG8 OPD England, regarding his hosp taii
zatlon near Wmpoe Hal His ast vst rn 1951,,52 s
remembered by the granddaughter of ihe tady who cared
forhsrnjures.
. LTC Peier Worthy (Ret) was the CIO of the first Brit sh

Army un t ass gned to Bass nobourn when ihe RAF eft
Part cipants in Bass ngbourn Tour wi be guests at a
private d nner party on N4ay 12 at the h stor ca N4adame
Tussaud s Wax Museum ln London wh ch Worthv now

" u.s.A.
. Amateur Fad o Operator G en Kessler MSGT. USAF.
(Fet.). former 322nd Sqd. Rad o G!nner. is interested n
contact ng all FCC L censed AmateLrr Fad o Operators
(HAl,4S) who are9lst BG(H) I\4em Asso members. Hs
ca I nLrmber s KA4V[4L His address is 3654 N W. i63rd
Ct, Okeechobee FL 33:172 He c tes his Bass noboLrrn' -.< Md, gt2
. Mrs Georgette DeGeorge recent y deceased member
Fobert L s widow sent a $200 menroria donation to the
Frends of the 91st in Enatand for pacernent n that
group s Ma ntefance F!nd

Contr butlng to the g It were l\,4att Temp eton Deanne
Turner and B Green Jornrer members oi DeGeorges
crew and co workers irom his former place of

N4rs DeGeorgevisiied Bass ngbourn with herhusband
n 1983 and was . so impressed w th the bealtiJL.ti prop
l,,4ernoria.. thal a g ft n h s mernory ensued. The 91st
N,4em Asso gratefLt y accepts and acknowledges the
tribute
.,IVISS OUACHITA"

Cont nued lrom Page 5

admits. He rema ned overnight wlth his congenial hosts
because he did n't th nk it w se to venture forth at n ght lt
was obv ous the gLrards a ong the road were mostly of
Asiat c orig n. Desp te Bombardler Zebrowski s
remarkab e recall of State-s de learned Pol sh Osterberg
doubted t wou d be suff c ent deiense aga nst the st ll
re_)e r.gge -''nge 9 or LL e FJcsian <e- ra(

Arnong Osterberg's memorabi a sdataconcerning his
crew members. I he serial number of hls Co-P lot Van
John E Brown was 0687284and h s hometown was N,4ad -
son, W s The other crew member who was ki led, Eng -
neer Lambert T. Brostorn was from "somewhere in
Nebraska. H s ser al number was 17055655. Osterberg
has the same data on the resi of hrs crew members but
probab y they a did not have enough time iogether to
know one another real we

PRESERVE OUR PROIJD PAST
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TAX DEDUCTIONS
The poss bi ity of temrzed deductions for expenses

_ncufled wh e p:n:cioau g al schoo-ted gtsr BGMAlu-ct'o.s ,as ro.sao ar t-e r9g6 Natio"ar Fe rnion. rhelolowng materiat quoted irom IBS pubtcation 526
1le-y:-eql.lov 85) s copted lrom rhe 3O6rh BG Newslettei"ECHOES'

-he. IFS L dFl:-eo s6 acred iterrs oe,Il,te1t ro such
orqanrzdtror9 as the 91sl BGi\,4A, , c non_oroIr _rritnin
'he .r6a-,-g or Soc 50 c ,19/ or..e'FS Fe\enJe Cooeo' '95d. -1. lo'or4 -9 rha.elore s passeo o- to r.enenbe.s w1^o t.oivioLal ,/ fJst oele.n re l-e. owroLal't.al ors or sJ( ^ oeo-cl oTs Anatto.-.ya-dol-a\ consLl lanr sro-.d oe /^e,plLl n s-cr oeci5ionS. The
9-st BG\,4A'a nor coLnse d-rone o- t-ts rarreT

Oualifi ed Organizalions
Yo! may deduct a conir bution made to, or iot use of,

"a war veteTan oTgan zation " You may a so deduct reaso-
nab e payments for necessary mea s and odg ng whi e
away from home overnight;g v r1g your services to such
an organ zalion.

f you are a chosen represenlat ve, attending a conven-'ior of a quar l.eo orgal za to-. yo . .r a) ded,c I t-,e r -
b-r!ed e?pe'ses o l.d,er a-d t.a-soo.|at on vo- iJ'a)
also deduct a reasonable amount for meals and lodg ng
while away from home overnight n connect on w th the
convent on.

You may NOT deduct persona expenses ior sighlsee-
ing, f shing parties theater, or n ght c ub entertarnment
Nor may you dedLrct trave, meals, odg ng and other
expenses lcr your spouse or ch ldren

PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED]
A video tape was made of many Tampa Reuniol] act v -

iies Pres Pa!l Chryst requests from the photographera
copy of one VHS tape lor viewing and promises safe
returr] oi same. Pres Chryst's address isi 1494 N. Adams
St. Potistown, PA 19464. He also requesls members
op nions regard rjg the purchase of a Video Camera for
the 91st BGNrA as well as suggest ons regarding make
and model

"LADY HELEN OF WIMPOLE"
DATA SOUGHT BY TRUSTEES

a !o. o lor__6 BrlL roBa.('lgoo,- o )o.r'o^-porFqd rt"'o."r^p ,qE ae..o.."o. ed," .eor Lees 
^rno.e\o-_loP.."''",

P .,eo "oo.". a - 5 !.f . \( s. .. .r-. r 9 o -6a B.-G .. 60
LADY H ELEN or W MPOI E
Th€ Truslees o1 W mpo e Ha wou d ke to obta n as much of lhe

fo ow fg nformal on perla rinq to lhe p clure as possib e:
1 Ulho .amed th s sh p and why was the .ame chosen?
2 To wnat Squadron was t ass gned?
3 Whal were LADY rlELEN s serial n!mberst
4 tlhat wer€ the .ames !1 her P .L ani Crelr ii, !.,:l
5 When d C she lly her o ss ons,
6. Approximale date oi photo
7 Tlre name of the N!.se a.d Ofl cer appearing on ihe pholo
8. Whal happened to LADY HELEN of Wt\4pOLE ?

P ease send a.y nlormat on to the F/ w lh your name address and
olher vaLnteered dentilcato. 10 be forewarded to the Trlslees oi

. There s no time imit set on the ava labi ityofTampa
Reun on photos from Simon s Studio,6302 Benjamln Rd ,

Suite 410 Tampa, FL 33634. Pub ication ol the "Lad es
Photos s planned for future R/ls.

THE RAGGED IBREGULAR

,,,, _..1".d,..,i,.:,.,,,..

9lst BG ftlemor a Assn
1643 Thetford Road
Balto. MD 2r204

FOBWABDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REQUESTED


