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'84 Reunion - It'll Be A Blast
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Dear re11or,7 91s t er:

The early interest in and response to our r84 Reunion in Colorado SpriDgs 5-9
Seplember has been great, and r"re confidently expect that it will surpass all previous

It has been some forty years sinee our memorable days at Bassingbourn and much
\rater has passed under the bridge, lio\,r'ever ) as iiith us, most of you in reflection
would agree that lhose days, lhough only a small part of our lives, were sooething
special - experiences and comrades n?e sha11 always lreasure.

We trust tha! all of you will make an extra effort lo be on hand. Ca1l your old
buddies and plar !o get to3echer: Iie are looking forward to seeing all of yo'r.

S incerely, your hos ts,
Paul Jessop, Clenn Boyce. Jim Fletcher

The Four Seasons motor hotel has been acquired by The Clarion Collecrion of
hotels and renamed the Clarion Hote1. Among the outsranding hotets included in the
group are The 8ror,m Palace in Denver, the Marinerrs Tnn in Hilton Head, rhe Maxwell
House in Nashville, and Stoufferrs Cincinnari Toners in Cincinnati. The hotel and
facilities are norn even better than nhen r,/e rner there in'76.

As annornced by lhe Reunion Committee, the schedule lncludes: Wednesday, Sepr. 5,
registration, main lobby, 9 a.m.-5 p,m. Hospitaliry Room, 9 a.m.- 6 p.ft. No sost Social
Hour, carden Roon, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Sep!. 6, Flying W Guesr Ranch, western
barbecue dinner. Tour of 01d West Town. colf at the Air Ioice Academyrs Eisenhower
golf cour:se. Nor:th Ameriean Aerospace Defense Comnand, Consolidated Space Operarions
Center, and Combat Opera!ions Center briefings.

Friday, Sept. 7, lour of Air Foree Academy. Movie niehr, horel. Hospirality room.
Sarurday, Sept. 8, Business Meetine, 9-12. Iadies brunch and style show. Air: Force
Academy - Colorado State U. foorball gane Saturday afternoon. SociaL hour, 6-7130 p,m.
Western Theme Dinner, dance following, enrertainment. Sunday, no schedule, stand dol,rl.
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Requesls fo. Reunion information and
reservation material to date indicate that
the 1984 affair will be by all odds our
bigges! one yet. Especially impressive is
the considerable number of members who
ha.re never before altended a Croup Reunion
thal expect lo be on hand.

of course, those who already know \^'hal
a 91st reunion really means can hardll'
wait to meet old friends again.

Registration rales for the four-day
event will be 930 per person.

Room rales at the Clarion Hotel for 91st
menbers rrill be $50 for sinale rooms, $60
for 2 persons, and $70 for 3. Poolside
rates ar:e $10 nore.

Reunion conmittee members, nlro have been
worhing diliBenll-y in anonymity are Co1,
?aul Jessop and LTC Jin Flelcher of Colo-
rado Springs, and 2nd viee-president Glenn
Bo)'ce, lakewood, C0. They have put logether
a pr.ogran you shouldntt missl
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,'--' . i;tr- r'- '

]F YOU ARE ?LANNING TO ATTEND THE 1984 NATIONA]- REUNION IN COLORADO SPRTNCS PLEASE DROP
A NoTE TO SEC.-TREAS. GEORGE I\1. PARKS, 109 WILSHTRE AVE.) VAI-LIJO, CA. 94591 FOR ALL
REUNION INFORMATTON, IROGMM, AND ROOM RESERVATION CARDS NOT T,ATER THAN MAY 15. LE NEED
THE INTORMATTON TO COMPLSTE PLANS FoR YoUR REUNIoN, TI1E HOTET- I!aLL NoT ACCEPT PIIONE
CAT,I,S OR PIRSONAL T,ETTERS FOR ROOM RESERVAT]ONS. YOU MUST SEND THM,I YOIIR ROOM RESER-
VATION CARD T]]AT IITIT- HAVE 91.st BO},1B GR0U? PR]NTED oN IT.

Jin Fletcher

Paul Jessop

,-i-,h-
;

Glenn Boyce
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How Old lronsides Fooled Boeing
Rule One in the Combat Survival Book for dai,lighr missions againsr cerman ciries

was lo get in quick, unload, and get out fasrl Somerimes, though, things didn't ruork
that r.ray. Sometimes it took all the skil1, 1uck, and grace of cod you coulit muster to
get hore 5-1 -ld.r:

Consider the case of Cspt. Dick Weilzenfeldrs crew of the 324rh sqdn., flying ro
Bremen on June 11, 1943, in r'01d lronsides."

The crew consisted of Cap!. Rlchard !1. Lreitzenfetd, pilot; Lt. M.A. (Ma) Berg. co-
pilot;11. J.D. (Doug) Worley, navigator; Lt. J. B. (Vic) Vickory, bombardier; T/Sgt.
C.l-. (Pappy) HuBhes, engineerj T/Sgt. Earry F. Smith, radio operaror; S/Sgt. Frank
Vidar, Jr., ball turret; S/Set. 11.1.1. creeno, waist gunner; Sgt. E.J. Eayer, \raist gun-
|ler, and S/Sgt. O.B. Price, taiL gunner. The crew joined the 91st during its training
period at Walla Wa1la, and became a crer,r during the training stay at Redmond and pen-
delton, Ore.

JBst before the 9lst left Wal1s Wa11a for Bangor, Maine, and overseas, .he crer,/
"s desiBaated r'r i4s'rrclor crew a"d s r.ed oehind. Ld"er. in. rrLEr). 1043. Ltere

nas a hurry-up call for replacements and lhe crew and 30 other: crei,€ found themselves
in West Palm Beach, headed for Africa. However, engine changes (sr.?apping the Stude-
bakers for better engines) kept them stateside !i11 April, when rhey took rhe southern
route to North Africa. once lhere, their orders were changed and they were sent on to
England, again joinine the 91st. The Bremen mission June 11 nas the crew,s second com-
bat mission. Lt. Col. Clyde cillespie \'as group leader rhat day.

The flight to target was typical of tha! early period, wilh swarms of Cerman
fighters picking you up at lhe coast and escorting you ro rhe target, and ftak thict(
enough to walk onl But "Old lronsides" rras in no particular rrouble.

The priEary target was socked ln, and a swirch to the secondary target was in-
itiated, causing some confusion among the eroups fron the I.P. on. Radio operator
Harry Smith recalls lookin8 upward fxon his post at the radio room gun and seeing a
higher group immediately ovefhead, their bomb bay doors openl Fearful .hey world carch
a load of 5oo-pounders scheduled for cerman delivery, he norified Wei.zenfeld of the
situation, and got the reply, "Keep an eye on 'en, Smi.ty.r' Jus! afrer,'O1d Ironsides',
dropped her load and closed the bomb bay doors, two bombs dropped from the plane above,
the firsl hirting rhe outet poi:tion of the right horizontal srabilizer! the second
chopping it conpletely off about two feet from Ehe tail section, and, accordine to the

\

ner lrank Vidar, lodjIlg about 200 feet below the plane, violently

Kneeline, I to r, posed before 'tlady
Luckrr: lt. DouB Worley, Capt. Richard W.
Weitzenfeld, Lt. Fred Dribble, Lt. Vic
Vicory. Sranding, T/Sgr. C. L. Hughes,
S/Sgt. H.M. creeno, S/Sgt. O.B. Price,
Sgt. E.J. Bayer, T/Sgt. E.F. Smith.

ba 11 turret

Nothing but a stub!
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rocking the plane.
Loss of the Blabilizer threr,r the plane completely out of control, causing it to

plunge earthward, and, as I{eitzenfeld says, r'gyrating like a jack rabbit, 3 or 400 feet
at a time. Iliraculously \,'e didn't hit anyone as we fe11 out of formation, but the
Me 109s were on us like a swaro ol bees. I finally got ihe aircraft under sone sort of
conlrol and cautiously slid over the niddle of a lower group for li8hter prorection.
Clyde cillespie brought the 91st down over us and the fighters left us alone then."

Trying to f1y formation nrith the damaged ship, sandniched between the two groups,
was an almost iDpossible job. "T iras flying with loel(ed elbo\rs, afraid to change rrim
tabs for fear of changing control capabilities.r' Bolh Weitzenfeldrs and Bergrs hands
were a mass of blisters from the pounding they look.

Over the North Sea they left botii groups for aore manetlvering space, and headed
for Bassingbourn.

As they approached base Weitzenfeld cal1ed for field clearaoce and straight-in
landing, but from lheir position the tower could see nothing wrong with the plane and
ignored the cal1. ne circled a! 300 feet for a second approach, made a wheel landing,
and taxied to the hangar (whlch \ras a strict no-no unless you had "sienificanttr damage).
From the tower it l'as sli1l not possible to see the missin8 slabilizer, and Co1. Claude
Putnam came charging to lhe airctaft to stop such high jinks. itinen Dick took him
around lo the other side, he was appalled at the sighl. "If I had knoFn, T would have
had you bail out lhe crew before landingl"

According to Boein8 experts a B-17 could not f1y in that condirion. Bur "01d
Ironsides" did, and the crer,r finished their 25 missions: 1 in t!O1d Ironsides," 1 in
rrBonb Boogie," 8 in rrokLehoma oakie,r' 5 in "Blach sn'an. " 1 in t'I-ocal Gir1,| 3 in
rrJack the Ripper,'r 2 in "Hitlerrs cremlin,t' 2 inril,ady T-uckl end 1 in "Sad Sack-"

Dick I\teitzenfeld was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for a particrlarly
dislinguished bit of flying on that lrip Lo Bremen.

The Ceroans tried some air-to-air bombing of their or""n later on in lhe war, but
wilh nothing like lhe success of a U.S. bombardier \dho loggled out a couple of "didnrt
drop" bombs rcilhout looking down r'ten he popped "O1d Tronsides.'l

Conparing the fragment of horizontal
stablizer left on "Old lronsides" nith
an undamaged section.

Despite the loss suffered nhen t!,7o 5OO-
1b. bombs struck the ship the crew lras
able to make it back to Bassingbc,urn,

Plan Now For Colorado Springs
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AHTYE, Edr,raxd 2211 Fenvale nr, Stockton,
AmRS, Janes A. 6357 lelnonico Dr. Colorado SprinAS.
ALFOfiI, lavid G. COl,,(Ret) 4€01 Big Bend Dr. ichii.a Falfs,
ANTHONY, Jose?h J. MAJ. (RET)843 Brook For:est Rd. Derby.
ASKINS, John. 807 La Crosse Crt. Sunnyvale.
ATTER, waxren,
BACON, Verdne:r E.TslT. (RtT)
BATRI, JaIeS 

'. 
LTC. (RET)

cA. 952a? ai)
c0.80919 (c)

Rt. 1, Box 105. Buffalo,
cA.94087

FL. T9a6 (c)
\tA. 98A22 (c)

BARIUSH, J. Allison.
BENTZEL, Joseph E.
BERRY, J.I.
BoSSERT, Haxlyn 1,.
B0TT0 LSY, T, A. Jr.
BOUCIIARD, liilfred A,
BoUVIA, Robeit C.
BOYLE, Peter.

BRANCH, James L.
BREIDENIACH, Irancis
rr,(REr).
BRO{N, Ray M.
lutrL, Ednard B,
BUTZLER, Jack.
CAMPBELL, lii lfia-rr
CANNoN, RonEld F.
CARIWELL, Joe.

\- cARsTENs, uwe.

Bu1"rlt Hilfs.
l,ancaster.
Hilton Head.

FL. T957
cA. 9lo10
Nr,5+9)5
oH. 41rc44
aH, 4)?77
rx. 769a1
I,i . G ernany
rL. 6a1?2
cr,06002
cA. 92O2A
rA, 5A758
'tx. 75961
cA, 91702

MA. 01604
rx, 759a1
LA, 71301
TL, 6061!2
tL. 3267r
MN. 55041
N-r,72A27
PA, 17603
sc, 29928
cA.30066
FL, 3)5Atr
NY, 14103
FL, 324A7
PA, 18848
TX. 7?096
rD, 832A1
NE. 68069
oR, 972A8
rA. 70815
YN . 551147

M.85365

C

N

C

],t

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

C

90 Long Ave.
441 Pa]ik Ave.
2378 Ct:aftoll S+,,
1118 H. Linn St.
1105 Victonia h,
352 S, Venon Ave.

X, North Uoodford Rd.
605 Markus"
1501 Kathy.

Roselle.
Bfoornfield.
E] cajon,
llaxshaltown,
Nacogdoches.

luJkin.
Alexandria.

-A)
)
)
)
)
)
-A)

9529 S. St.l,ouis AvG. B€isTaetr ?axk;
IYz SE, zALh Ave. Ocala.
1212 South Oak St. La-I<e City.
303 Coode St.
!753 Limroad, A'te,
21 Sarony l,ane.

)
)
)
)
)
)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

)
)
)
)

(c
(N
(c
(T
(c
(N
(ri
(N
(c.
(c.
(N.
(c.
(N.
(c)
(N)
(c-
(N)
(cl
(c)
(N)

(N)

New Members - Address Changes

RT. 4, Mea,lows 3,# 21.\,Ioodr'rard ,
8001 E. Broad'iay . 110 0 . Me sa. .
2B7 l,ake Shore Rd. Grosse Pi.F€ms. ltr. 48216 (li)
12J4 Forest Rd. west Chester. PA. 19380 (li)
Serry larns. i,fest Bangor. NY. 12991 (N)
7l1O Endicott Ave. Gieendate. 1,[]. 53129 (N)
1J0 Tinber }I. Berkeley Hsts. NJ. 07922 (N)
4109 Rocky Ut. nr. Tenple Hifls, fD. 20748 (C)
P-0. Box 2535. lesperia.. 94. 92)45 G)
Radio Station KNUS. Denver, CO, 8021S fN-A)
4450 Morrison Rd.
?.0. Box 061047. Ft. I"lyers.

J, LBOZ Harding St. ftruncfar.r,

455 Perriwinkle l\tay. Sanibel Island.
5376 Haa|y Rldge Rd. Ca-lrarillo.
RL. 4, 247A Sunset tr.Fond Du Lac.

F.r,TC(Ret)151 ceorsette Di. crafton.
7587 Cerenic Rd.N.E. Rosevilfe.
1424 i,I. Beauregaxd. San Angefo,
Klaus-Groth-Str. )O, 2255 Langenhorn.

CHATFIELD, ]1liffian -A.
CLII'IOR!, Victor.
COCmAllE, Fred C.
coLlINS, Phil L. t, C.
CoX, {onan C.
DASZEI,{SI.I, Edrund D.
I,IAJ. USAI,

'AYIS, 
Jack,

DEAL, Bitly M.
DE4.L Jql4.A. q4qT, (RFI)
I'P0ER, Angefo.
lINo,oscax.
IUNCAN, Mer":rel L,
IYNAN, lavid.
SERL1, Willia.n E.
EVERS, Hilar'J Jr.
EVERSmN, Bryce S.C0L.(RET) 397I Ebenezer RA, Marietta..
FAI,CK, Gilbert M, 2315 Indian Ave. N. Belleaire Btuffs,
FISHER, Thornas J, 6A7 West Center. Medina,
FLoURNoY, PEul li. Jr. 5623 Gu]f DT. Pana-na City Beach.
FoSTXR, George E. 72A - znd St. Towanda.
FPJmUAN, Robert H, 6015 valkeith. Hous+"or.
I'RIB{D, Jobn C. Jr. 2167 Hot:izon nr.. Pocatelfo,
GATE{ooD, Joel l1I."J08" 343 Waterloo Ave. Hater]oo.
GELTNSKY, Charles C, 1.0. Box 5034, Portlanil.\- coyNEs, philip R. coL.(RET) 9?58 I.I. Tams Dr. Baton Rouge.
cRfl,L, l,eonaxd J. M52 Colu,nbus Ave.S. Minnea.polis.
( AKA-GRYLE$IICZ)
GUM, Hor'ra.rd I,l, 196A E,32nC" St,SP-tr115. Yuna.



Paqe 6 bril, 19tr lhc Raqqcd lrre gr:lo r

HAZIRJIAN, tihan"qerk"
HELLEN, R,W.

HII,I]ERT, Merle 0.
HUFFMAN, noy s. MAJ. (RET)
JF,NSEN, Ea-x] L,
JOHI{S, Jaires L.T3lT. (FET)
JOHNSON, H. R, "Johnny"
BRIG,CEN. (RET)
KENELff, Fra"nk T, Jr.
XNUTELSKY, E. iichad.
XI-AMHES, Ira L.

KRUECER, Robert,
LAILI, Micha.el lR.
LIEIERMAN, tavid.
],IANTIA, A.J.
MATHIS, otto t.
IIATRANGA, Frank C.
IIATTHEIIS, Joseph R.
MILLER, Janes A. D.D. S.
MIILER, l,lillian R.
MILLIS, Haxold C, M3lT(RET)
MTNER, Paul F. MD.
MC CoNNELL, Cecil C.
MC DANIEL, ndwaxd P.
rslr. (REr)
l,lc FARLANI, (enneth T.Jr,
MC GARA, Clenens B,
CMSGT. (RET)
NAUGHToN, Janes T.
NICHoLS, A1fas E. "Nick"
NICHoLS, Marvin E.
oHLSEN, l,Ii]]iafl H.
oNDR0VfC, Jolrn J,
PATRICK, Jer4r C.TSGT.USAF.
PHfLfl{, A1ex.
PLESA, Thonas J.
PoR-qll, Irancis A.
RIDCEI,IAY, Charfes E.
RiLF{, Eart F. Judse.
ROACH, Earl R.
nUMPH, John P. MSGT. (RET)
SABINS, l[ayne I.
SALo, alter.
SCHUSTER, Robert !-.
SCoTT, Uecif H.
SHACKLETON, Joseph R.
Lrc. (REr)
SruFPE, oner E,
SHEARER, Herb,
SHTRUAN, Hor,rard lll.
SHOPE, Berchel L.
SNIPES, fliUiam R.l,TC( RET)
STANToN, Bernie E,
SToCCO, Janes C.

SULI,I , Joseph.

111 South lepot St, Junea.u.
1405 lluebell Pen Pike.Blue Befl,

485 Beberly Rcr.

2200 N. Verndlfion.
Apt # 60+,

249 Terry Lane.
222A Cedat Pl,
126 - 12th. N. 1,I.

18501 He],Ilett Rd.
J5 church St,
Apt # 7205.
,1582 coa.st Hlly.
Bax 372,
Riveryood Estates.
119 Rookery Rd.

1928 E. fnwood Rd.
6. Chestnu'L St,

R+,, L, Bax 52-I,
87? Trrlip St.
5220 I'la4.land Ave.
J906 Bria-Iwood st.

Rt, 1, Box 650,
6870 Laurel Ave.
602 calvln Ave.

Teaneck,
Danvifle.

New l,enox.
l,ongvieff.
Mason City.
Orfando,
],os Gatos,

South L€€una.
llestport.
Naples.

South lend.
{inchester.

riJ, a7666
rL. 6LBJ2

rL. 6a451
rrA,,98632
rA, 50401
FL. 3282A
cA.95a3a

cA. 92677
Nr, 12993
FL. 33962

r , 53039
PA, 79422
rN. 46616
MA.01890
c0.80110
TX, 7?at7
r4s. j9a56
NJ.08060
ItY. 82801
NV. 89108
rn. 8)7a2
ND.69101
cA. f1601

\a361.
95688

rL. 60638
aK. 7L+751
FL. 3272+
ca., 92a+L
cA. 9+559
M. a9t79
lr. 36752
rN. 46368
FL. 33936
Mr.49105
cA,9r?7)
w. ??532
r,rA,98005
ut. a2+1+
Mr. 49968
m'r. 55060
NJ. OBOBT

$A, 99212

(c)
(N)

(c)
(N)
(N)
(c)
(N)

(c)
(c)
(c)

(N-A)
(c)
(c)
(N)
( c)
(N)
(c
(c
(c
(N
(c
(N
(N

(c)
(N-A)
(N)
(c)
(N)
(N)
(c)

(c)

J590 S. Fox St.#104. Ensler.'ood,
8201 Eston.
208 l,IiUow Brook Di.
129 l{adison Ave.
5 Crystaf Creek Dt,
4313 Caxnation Lane,
1320 Hillcrest lr.
1612 {. "A,, st.
1614 N. Lee.

Houston.
Cfinton.
Mt. Hofly.
Sheridan.
,l,a6 Vegas.
Boise.
N, Platt,
Valdosta,

Pa-ris,
Vacavi lle.

(N)
(c)

KY.
CA.

u2
454

I{ornt Vi er'r Dr.
Nut lYee Rd.

5521 So.ulh Nottlnehajll. Chica€o .
0leta.
neltone.
],a Mesa,
Napa.

!8th '1s, Box 5158. APO,

N
N

N
N

c
N

c
N
N

Il
C

N

c
N

C

c
C

N

Lowndesbora,
Porta€e,
],ehigh Acies,

31125 Lenan Creek Rd. Bridgenan.
!2+5 \l, Caenega # 1. Sa.n Dimas.
20819 Apache Traifs. Crosby.
11960 NE, 72th,# 7a7, Belfevue,
Rt. # 1, Box 9f0. Cody.
Hwy. 519, Bax NfI579, Wakefiefd.
9J5 olynpic Hifts Pf. Owatonna.
130 Leh Blvd.
Ea.st 8511 Shae.

)5a6 - 23t:c, sr.
4875 S, Alkire st,
121 Haxding Ave.
254J3 South Ave.
8272 N, cral,Le Dr,
lr.460 Alnira Dr.
2727 Ulliv. Ave East.
sP-r24.
FJ'n # L, Box 2454,

Tuckerton.
Spoka.ne,

l,lorri son.
Hicksville.
Corning.
Rosevifle.
Brenerton,
Tenpe.

Sc huy l ervi lf e .

'fx, ?941a
co, 80455
NY, 11801
cA.96A2I
cA, 95678
1,rA.98110
AZ. B5Z8I

Nt, t28?L
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THol,IPsoN, Les1ie s.LTc.(RET)P.0. Box 6102.
{mDl,E, John S. 141 Van Voast Ave,
trlELBES, Cha.rfes V, 21A Leatherffood lr.
I,IILKS, AIah J, Dr. 2101 Shady Clrcle,
IIILLIAMS, Ha-rrJ- B. 16J1 Crystat Lake Rd.
YOUNG, Theodore l,I. 729 Uniontown Rd,

Montgonery,
Beflevue.
Mountain Hone,
I'lalverne.
Lakeland.
Hestninster.

AL. 361a6
w, 41073
AR. 72653
AR. 72104
Fr. 13801
lfi, 21157

(c)
(N)
(c)
(c)
(N)
(N*A)

trom fte [diror's Desk... ;;:I":;'";i:;:"':::::H:',;;;:::]'
Paul C. Burnell I orricerrs summer uniro(m

Box 909 Auburn, Al. 36E30 ill:.::r;:..:'fi. 5r2Lh AARG have obtain_
New Life Members eal a limilecl number of straishtoins 8rh Af

Last year nas our best year yet for neir patch reProductions They are available
Life Members, bur if 1984 continues rhe for $2 each plus 50C posla8e nhile they
pace set in the first quart€r rhe 1983 re- 1ast.
cord !/i1Lsurely be far surpassed by the 1f you can help, coDtacl Mike l-eister: at
ena or tlis year. lli:nberFsend ng in $too 512t* raAlAARG' -noirer !99q2
for their Gold Cards since Janrary include:

LTC Melvin Dart, USAI(Rel) 322nd sqdn;
Dale J. Darling, 324th sqdn.; garold R. De-
Bolt, 40lst sqdn; tsruce Pardue, 324th sqdni
Col. Italter M. Pickard, USAF(Re!), 323rd
sqdn. ; Dr. Milton Lazards, 323rd sqdn. ;
Donald S. Murray, 323rd sqdn.; Arlon A.
Nessa, 322nd sqdn.; Phillip c. Mack, 323rd
sqdn.; John !J. Emerson, associate; taul D.
Kahl, 32211d sqdn.; Eerbert M. Weinberger,
401st sqdn.; Clifford O. ?ierce, 401st
sqdn.; B/cen. H.R. "Johnny" Johnson, USAI
(Ret), 324th sqdn.

A hint to 91s! nives: Gold cards make
great birthday and anniversary presents,
especially if rrhe has everything e1se."
And there is always a special recognition
at the Reunion banquet:

Shoo Shoo Baby Update
Mike Leisrer, curator for the 51211 An-

tique Arreraft r.€sto=€+ioE 4=oup rle{l1ine qalqrne! l!qs dgEteg ltif franed patch from

Tower Museurn Report
Vince Heomings, curator of the To!,rer

llus eum al Bassingbourn, has passed along
a sunmary of the Museumrs acrivities for
1983 and the start of 1984. Vince wriresr

"We \a,e ldd ou. besr year ye{ for
visitors to the 91sr BG Duseum, with a
steady stream throughour the summer. A
lange contingent cane from Anerica. This
has made our efforts worrh nhi1e. There
r//ere so many members from rhe 91st it
nould take far too much space to menrion
them all.

'Mike Leister and Rodney Moore from rhe
Shoo Shoo Baby restoration tean gave a
marvelous lecture on the magrificent
work being done at Dover AFB. We nere able
to pass on a 91st ammo box \re found in one
of the nearby farms. . .

'rExhibits stil1 continue to arrive. Fred

successful it was, too. We have already
received trdo furrher inquiries for this
year, from the Manchesier Air & Space
Mus eum, and fron the Roysron Mlls eum,

"Col, Bud Laedrke was our firsE 9lsrer
tor L984. We had a marvelous dav even

on shoo shoo Baby, has a couple of requ;sls outhouse lrouse. rl1'yn nfooagoot =lrougnt

for 91st nembers: soDe pictures, and also a flag used lrhen
"Can any 91ster explain to us why sone the 91st f1e\t to Russia. The order of the

misslons were couflteat as sorttes #en a RiAid Digit has been greatly admired.
creir aborteal o'er occupiei-TEi?tory a'a I'The Museum was on tour last September.
some lrere counteal as not sortie. Ir Letchlrorth Museum was our host, and very
appears that crews did not get credit
either way and the plare did not add a
bomb symbol. We have found several (six
so far) missions that were counted as
sorties for Shoo Shoo Baby and two that

The [7ood shop and a 1oca1 craftsman at though the Museum was no! in its normal
Dover AFB are donatiag a handmade glass- state Lrie remove all lhe exhibits during

\ tronL displ:y case for our uniforn display the-itinter nonths because of rhe corden-
ac t're S'loo Shoo Baby hanssr. Tr.e tollow:ne salton
ilems 3re neeileal to fill Jut the ilisplays: ". I would like to again renind all gtst

4 pairs of brou! Iow quarters members nho plan to visit the museum !o



Page 8 lpdl, l9El Ihc Pagged Irrcgular
contacl me first. It is kept locked to
prevent another breakin such as happened
s everal years ago. "

A new edition of ex-91ster Bert Stilesr
powerfuL book of his days inith the groupj
"Serenade To The Big Bird,rr is rhe Bantan
l,tar Book of the Month for April, If there
is gg glsler who hasnrt yer read rhe book
he should rush out right now a get a copy.
It is truly a greal and realistic book. If
you already have a copy yourd better get
another in case the original disappears.

Bantam published the book first in 1952,
and again in 1968.

Berl was co-pilot on Sam Ner,rtonrs cre\t
in Cool Papa and Times A-Wastinr. Orher
crelr members n'ere Lt. Donald M. Bird, bomb-
ardier; Lt. Cran! 11. Benson, navigator;
T/Sgt. William F. Lewis, engineer; T/Sgt.
Edwin C. Ross, radio operator; S/Sgt.
Gilbert D. Spaughr toggleer; S/Sgl. cordon
E. Beach, ball turret; S/Sgt. Basil J.
Crone, waist gtnner, and S/Sgt. Edward I.
Sharpe, tail gunner. Bert \ras kiL1ed fly-
ing a P-51 aftei he completed his tour
with .he 91st.

Cost of the new paperback edition is
$2.95. af you cannol find a copy at your
Local bookstore it may be ordered directly
from lhe publisher. It is Banlan book /l
23985, i'Serenade To The Big Bird,r' by Bert
Stiles. $2.95 plus $1,25 postage and hand-
line (check or M.o.). Bantan Books, Inc.,
Dept. l,I,I2, 414 Easl colf Road, Des Plaines,
T11. 60016. A1low four to sir. rreeks for
delivery.

NBC-TV ni11 present a one-houi special
recalling Ehe secord Schweinlurr rLss ion
in october, 1943, and the fi.st Berlin
mission March 5, 1944, sometime in June.
Though the date has not been firmly set,
il irill most likely be June 6, the net-
rrcrk has annornced.

Tt is being produced by Darold Murray,
lrho produced the NBC Special on rhe Bar-
aan Death March, and Karen Rutledge,
associate producer.

The NBC team has lecently been filning
in EngLand, nith Roger Freenan as lheir
historical advisor. The 91strs 0tto Meikus
and wife cladys, who live in Cambridge,
were intervie\,red there. From the U.S. the
film wiLl sholr footage of 9lsters Clyde
Mason and Elmer Diethorn.

Clarence Cluck, who lost all his medals
and ribbons in a house fire in 1969, has
just had them replaced. It took several
lellers and some time to Erack dorm the
newesl address and agency haDdling this,
so he has passed along the info to speed
up the process for other glslers who didn't
gel lheir decorations, or have lost then.
I,J?ite lo:

Cenera l Ser\ ices AdminisLraEion
National Personnel Records Cenler
(Military Personnel Records)
9700 ?age B1vd.
St. Louis, MO.63132

The 91st Bomb croup Memorial Association
Dade another $500 donation loward rhe res-
toration of Shoo Shoo Baby in Janrary.

With the beginning of the nel' year and
hearing from so nany nembers with noles
and letters included in their dues pay-
nenls, we have learned of the passing of
a number of forner members in 1983 that we
have not previous 1y reported:

Jack R. crosh, ex-323rd sqdn., nho flew
in r'909,rr died January 1, 1984. Jack, of
Columbus, Olt., was a meDber of the 1982
Reunion Comnillee.

l,ife member J.C. BuIl, Jasper, AL., ex-
322nd sqdn. waisl gunner on Bob Campbellrs
crew of rrDame Satan," died on May 7, 1983.

Life menber Ralph J. Tomek, South cate,
CA., ex-4oLst sqdn. radio operator onlilaiiless Joe,'r died Decenber 13, 1983.
One of lhe original members of the 91st,
Ralph '!ras vice-commander of the Anerican
Ex-PO!ts and a founder-nenber of B-17 crer
men and tiingnen.

LTC. Wesley T. Leeper (Ret), Shreveport,
LA., 91st and 39lh Service croup, died
January 5, 1983,

Kenneth Cochran, IngleTrood, CA. HQ & HQ

Sqdn., died January 10, !.984.
Bob Waddell, PortsmouthJ 08., ex-323rd

sqdn., died Decenber 19. 1983.
Daniel It. GitLer, Endne11, N.Y., died

April 30, 1983.
]-ife menber Bruce D. Moore, I'resno, CA.,

ex-40lst sqdn., died June, 1981.
Robert M. Mi11\,ree, ex-322nd sqdE. co-

piLot, ltouston, Texas, died sumnet of 1983.
?aul I1. Schauffert, Pequot I,akes, MN,,

206th linance Det,, died 1983.


