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It REALLY WAS Great In Dayton
Exceediog even the optimisiic expecrarions of the planners, almost 400 members anilguests made the 1982 National Reunion in Dayron Seprember 2-3-4 rhe,,biggest one yetl,'

The central location, the artr€ction of rhe Air Force Museum, aod rhe dedication of the
lliyi"g r.". Memorial'r all played a big part. Nearly 80 pu."on" 

"n." artendins rheir
FIRST 91st get-together. Reunion chairmen Bitl Cornwell ana Don Bader put rogeirier an--- -ostsFe+irr3 reflfon-and-=the-f nrpe-tal EousE--t:T.f,.wta mos t trElttul-.. :- = :--'9:-i::: "
_ Although official iegistrarion r,ras nor scheduted until Thursday, Sept. 2, many men_bers checked inlo the Imperial }louse Norrh on Wednesday, anxious to meet otd friends andto gel the festivities under !,/ay a day ear1y. Wednesday evening saw groups of glsrers
alreadv srapping stories in everv corne. of rhe headquarler". n"a u" usual at Meno.ialAssociation events the uives i,rere enjoyiog it e"".y lit as much as the nembersl

Thursday rras a conrinuously busy iegistrarion day, with menbers continuinA ro
check in long past rhe scheduled closing rime of 5 p_m. The hospirality r"o, wi" a bee_hive of activity all day wirh o1d friends visiting and rhe many displays, picrures and
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scrapbooks draiing cro\a'ds. A poolside cocktail party cLima the evening.

On Friday the group wenr ro rhe Air Force Museum for dedicarioo of the "t_iving
Tree Memorialr'plaque and a tour ol rhe Air Iorce Museum. The "r-iving Tree Memori;1s',
constitute a park of oak lrees \rith organizationaL plaques, adjscent ro rhe Air Force
Museum buildings. At the presenr rime €pproximarely a do?en units lrave memoriats in
place. The tree and plaque dedic€red by the 91sr is the nearesr memorial to the gth
Air Force statue and memorial, which r,7as dedicated in Oc.ober. The memorial was pro-
posed by group vice-president Sam CipolLa at the 1980 San Die8o Reunion. President
Tom Cunn appoinred Sem chaiim€n of rhe projecr, and San spent many hours, much travel,
and efforts beyond the call of duty getting the memorial ser up- Design of rhe plaque
was a joint projec! of Sam and the editor of The RaBCed Irregular. The memorial cosrs
came fron Menrorial Association funds on hand.

The Air Force Museum tour which folLoBed the memorial dedicaiion was outstaoding.
Planes from the very first fornation of the Air Corps through rhose used in very recent
actions were on display, includine many experimenral models. One of the star atrract-
ions Ras the B-17G which Fil1 be replaced by the 91st plane Shoo Shoo (Shoo) Baby as
soon as restoration is complete. Numerous piclures of 91sr acriviries at Bassingbourn
and personal aiticles contributed by 91st frembers made rhe displ:ys even nrore meanins-
fu1. Anyone \rho has any interest ln the development of the Air Force should tour the

Transportation from the Imperial House to the Museum vas provided by Wright-
Patterson AFB, with eighr buses assigned to the task. When rhe rerurn trip was sched-
uled for mid-afternoon! many 9lsters felt they had not been able to see everything
they i,rere interested in and relurned the next day to complere their sighr-seeing.

lriday night was picture show night for the group. Mike Leister, I'ho is in charge
of che restoration of Shoo Shoo Baby al Dover, Del.,gave a slide presentarion of rhe
progress being made on the plane, and explained the procedures to the eroup. In add-
ition, films of rrthe Menphis Bel1e" and other llr,l\l 1I combat movies were shoB'rl.

Saturday morning the official biennial group business neeting was held. In the
election of officers for the next two years Torn Gunn was re-elected croup president,
San Cipolla 116s named first vice-presideflt, Glenn Boyce, second vice-presiden!, Paul
C. I'C1iff" Burnett re-elected editor and historian, and M/Sgt- ceorge W. parks re-
elected s ecretary- treasur:er.

No decision wes made in respect to the 1984 reunion site. Joe Frankie proposed
that i! be held in Broknsville, Texas and offered to honcho the affair there, poinring
out the nearness to the Confederate Air lorce Museum and to tourist atrractiors in
Mexico. Other sites suggested were Colorado Springs, Reno, Seatile, and long Beach.
It was decided to open the site choice to the entire membership and to solicit sug-
estions and votes from all 91stels. The baslc requirements are sites wesr of the Miss-
issippi River, adequate facilities, easy access, and someone nilling ro take on rhe
responsibility of planning the evedt €nd nraking all arrangemenEs needed. volunreers
should contact Sec.-Treas. Ceorge Parks with their suggestlons possible.
since considerable lead time is required for a successful ieunion.

Clioaxing lhe reunion vis the group banquet Saturday evening. Receiving the nrug
for travelling the grearest distance to attend wer:e Don and Babs Pescot, of Buriton,
England. Don \ras a member of the RAF attached to .he 91st intelligence unit. Don
also received his Rigid Digit award for becoming a Life Member of rhe Memorial Assoc-
iEtion. The couple were visiting reunion hosis Bill and Thelma Cornrell. Bill and
Dod \ror:ked together at Bassingbourn.

Others receiving the Rigid Digit for becoming Life Members were Charles M. Kirk-
ham, Jases F. Daley, Robert Deceorge, Robert J. Powers, Harold R. Earding, and John J.

Recognized for being the largest single unirr'ho workeal togerhe! at Bassingbourn
represented at the reunion r'ere 13 members of rhe 323rd sqdn. giound crew stafi:
George Dolrell, Dick Mccoy, Bab Waddell, Howell Loper, Leo-Lyons, aruce tythjohan, David
L1oyd, Harold Mirchamore, A.J. Sop3ra, Aulden Dunn, w.I.l. Eii1, iu"i" ,s"it.."", dirp"on, .-
and Bob Christd,n-

Aubin Pene, whose I'Pene's Pub" is the most popular spot a! nost 91st reuniofls.
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pres ented a beauriful hand-made
for his service ro rhe group.

Attending the Dayton Reunion were: Daniel & Esther Abeles, Matt & lrene Abramson,
Sreve Armand, Honer R. Anderson, Joseph & Mary B€cksman, Don & Leah B€der, Lamond (Buck)

\- & Lillian Bailey, James A. Bal1ard, Donald T. Ballou, Armand & Peggy Barrisra, Doneld
L. Bea1, James, Betty & Linda Bednell,Charles T. & Frances Bell,James F. Be1vi11e, Max
E. & Janet Beflder, cunder V. & Rutb Berg, Jarnes E. & Viola Black, Chartes D. Boorh,
Glenn V. & Lois Boyce, John J. & Claire Boyce, Charles R. Braman.

Arnold W., Charlis Bro\rn & Candice Benneri, Jsmes A. Brown, Dafliet Bryta, Paut C.
& Lorraine Burnett, Mrs. Otto W. (coldie) Cahi1l, Donald E. & Amy Ca1dwe1l, Joseph A.
Carnelleri, l{alter R. & Jean Cameron, John A. & Lois Capron, Bubert B. & Palsy Carpenter,
Psul & Naocy Chryst, S€m J. & Mary Cipol1a, Phillip & Anne Cipol1a, Charles E. (Red) &
Mary Jane Clibufn, Clarence A. & Irene Cluck, John C. & Gertrude Conway, William J. &
Thelm€ Cornuel1, John F. Coyne, Eugene L. & Betty Cruse) James F. & Katheriae Da1ey.

Joseph C. & Norma DaFson, Clyde E. & Mildred DeBaun, Harold R. DeBolt, Robert &
Georgette Deceolge, lmil f. & Maryann DeQuardo, Levi G. Di11on, Vernon Dion, Robert L.
Dorcy, Ceorge E. & Marg3ret Dowe1l, Wilbur C & Lu Duemler, James E. & Evelyn Dumochel,
Aulden N. & Ramona Dunn, Le\ris P. Ensign, Ferrell n. (Stud) Evans, Hilary (Bud) Evers

B-17 pipe holder to the editor of The Ragged ]rregular

J'r-.;-_'\t'Lgir G. Taust ;-Cfa=yt-ain-F_f-dda TEt-r€d, Ledf,aad ligl_e; L-est€r rnolllntsi, _JEnr:s D'. t
Ruth lLetcher, John C. & Kay Flinn Jr., Joseph & Roberta lranke, Joe Fr€nkie Jr., Roy
H. & Lois Fratz, John C. Friend, wayne B. (Tex) & Connie Frye, Lawrence E. & Belty
Caddis, Avery O. Ga8e, Edward J. Gallaghe! Jr., Fred & Corilee cardner:.

Vincent J. & Louise Garofalo, Elon M. & Belty Gastonj Ed\"ard C. Gates, Ted Gates,
Elmer Gettis, Joseph M.. & Mary Jane Gianbrone, Argo 0. & Lillian ciese, Ho\rard A. &
Kaye Groombridge, Jack R. & Judy Grosh, Carl A. Gundersen IIr Thomas H. & Emalee Cunn,
V.T. & Johny Lou williams, Lloyd & Mitlie Guzek, Edirard & Helen Haller, John D. &
Calherine E€nner, John T. Hardin, Harold R. HardinC, Marion H, & Patsy H€velaar, cay-
l-ord & colleen Henryson, Maurice J. & Betty Herman, Rollie C. & M6ry iiill, I,Jhitmal I{. &
Jacque Hill,Harry E. Eovermill, Robert D. & Wllma Iians, John & Evelyn lrak Jr.

Edward F. & Dorothy Jackman, Ted P. & Betty Janus, James L. Johns, Kenneth V. &
Bernice Johns, A. J. Jolly, Bernard J., Esther, & Kathy Kajewski, Wi11is J. & Christine
Kaltenbach, rrank S. & Anoe Kamykowski, George A. & June Kemnitz, Charles M. & Dorothy
Kirkham, l,auri E. & Kerttu Kivimaki, John A. K1o!2, Ho.ace Knight, Richard E. & Doris
Knutelsky, Nicholas R. Kothe, Edward J. & Mary Kriegel, Robert A. Krusen, Matlhew &
Helen Kryjak, John & Madeline Kurylo, Michael Leisler Jr., Michael D. l-eister III,
Richard D. & Sally I-tbby, Harold, liarriet & Scott lieberman, Paul J., Jeanie, & Helen
]-imm, David i,1oyd, Harold P. & Exie ]-och, Horrell L. & lrene Loper.

l-eo L. & Ratherine Lyons, Bruce & Marjorie Lythjohan, Rocco J. & Francls Maiorca,
Louis W. & Mary Malone, Harold T. & Jean Mannon, Bonnie Sandlin, Robert V. & Rose Man-
son, Andrew & l-orraine Manzaro, Norbert G. & Dolores Mathias, Richard W. & Margaret Mc-

{ee-iobby€,nrin-son- Geor€e S- XcEuen. I,iil1i€DA, h Viiginia llccavern,
Willard F. & Elaine Meier, John W. & Dolores Mikesel1, Dolores Thomas, Jimmie D. Mills
Jr., Harold N. & Mae Mitchamore, Bill Mitchamore, Lurher H & Berty Mitchell.

Virgil I. Mott, Lauren H. & Dorothy Mummer!, Julian A. & l4ary El1en Murdoch,
Richard E. & Lorraine Murphy, Arlon A. & Celia Nessa, E. Lee & Betty Nichols Jr., John
J. & Martha Ondrovic, Robert C. Opp, Jaek R. & Norma Pager, Helen Clanton, Marion E. &
Flor:ence Painter, Paul Painter, Philip T. & Juanita Palmer, Ceorge W. & Marian Parks,
John R. & Genevieve Mai Parsons, ndnard A. & Lenore Peacock, Aubin R. & Jackie Pere,
Frank J. & Catherine Pendergast; Don & Babs Pescot, Leonard V. & Edna Petersen, Charles
J. & Arlene Phi11ips, Thomas & E11on Phillips, Clifford 0. Pierce.

Amnon H. & Ardith ?owe11, Robert J- & Alyce Powers, Robert & Charlotte Puls,
Wesley R. & Beverly Rabedeaux, Wilbur D. & Ctace Renz, Ilichael Rheam, Charl-es T-. & E1la
Ross, Vernon & Wylene Rutter, Willis C. & Ann Schi11y, Casimier A. Sidlonski, Lewis &
Malearine Simpson, Seymore Simpson, Arnando J. & Norma Sinibaldo, Howard E. Sisk, Sam
L. & ceorgia Sommers, Anthony J. & Cenevieve SopataJ Robert C. & Maxine Sponsel,
Wallace & 0pa1 Stark, George N. & Enid SEurtz, James & Mary Pool, Larry & Mary l-ou Syl-
vester, John & Peggy Taylor, Will-ian D. & Margie Thissell, Roy Howard & Alice Tolbert.

Roy w. & Barbara Van Dyke, Susan Van Dyke, Frank I. & Mary vara, John B. Ventura,
Emil J. & Mary Ann Viskocil, Ambrose & Lillian Kuchinka, Rober:t M. & Bev l,/addeLl, Smiley
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& Mildred Llagner, paul n. & Marie Wahler, Stantey F. & Luetla aslaski, Jack M. & [IIenItebb, Howard f. & Beverly Weber, Herbert M. & Ilse Weinberger, Charles V. & Sunny Welbe
Cecil E. & Ann Williams, John N, Williams Jr, Howard L. Wilson, Russell W. Wilson,
Janes H. & Bernice witre., Janes A, & Emmy wood, Troy C. young, i,ii1liam J. zauner, lrea
& Helen Sublert, Eecky Messick.

The dedlcation of the 91st "livtng Tree Memorial" ar the Air Force Museum
mount in the choice of Dayton as the 1982 N6tional Reunion slte. In a moving and im_pressive ceremony the tree and marker \,rere formallv turned over ro the laus eum on Friday,
September 3. Croup presidenr Tom cunn spoke rhis prayer at the close of the rransfer:

"Heavenly Father, we are honored and grateful for the oppolruoiry to gather intlibute to those comrades who already h3ve been ca11ed ro your house.
'rThank you, Father, for this gaEherin8 .nd rhe camarsderie ve are shaiing.
"It has been forry years since we sallied into battle, a batrte which was foughtin Your name and for our narion and for our loved ones. In fighring rhat bartle l';

developed a bond of friendshipJ of love, rrirh each other rhat iranscends any emorionin any other relationship. And iE is because of rhar feeting rhat we are extremelygtateful for lhis nenorial.
'rWe cannot help but be al'aie thar rhe yea.s are passing rapidty, !h;r before roo

long ve shall join our comrades in the greatest reuniofl eve;.
"We thank You for this nremorialI'In Christ's na.oe, .,re ask You to forgive our sins a,d btess us as \re pay tribute

nod d.d Iorever Dore Lo rl"o:e kho tave Bone berore u". Aren.',

A Museun official thanks 91st tuembers
for the addition to the Mesorial Park. Im-
mediately behind speaker (1 to r), Sam cip-
o11a, project coordiaatorJ and Co1. Tom
Gunn, Memorial As sociation presiden!-

The Living Tree
enber 3 at the Alr

Memorial" dedicated Sept-
Force Musetrm-
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Mitche11, wilbur Duemler, Edward A. Peacock, Louis Malone, Nicholas R. Kothe.
Second row: Lamond rBuckr Bailey, James H. Witter, Arlon A. Nessa, John T. Hardin,

Roberi C. Sponsel, Ammon H. Powell, Charles T. 8e11, John C. !'riend. Third Roi/r
Bernard J. Kajewski, Julian Murdock, i{oward E. Sisk, wallace Stark, ceorge A. Kennitz,
Armand Battista, Argo O. Ciese, Robert D. Iians. Back Row: Frank J. ?endergast, A.no1d
W. Bro&'n, Frank Kanykovski, Jimmie D. Mills, Jr:., i,rilliam L. Corson, John Kurylo, Janes
E. Black, John J. Boyce.

Bottom ro\r: Homer Anderson, Gaylord Eenryson, Paul c. Burnett, Don Bader, Luther H.

,: J::::

i:n:
Bottom RoF: Emil F. DeQuardo, SrniLey wagner, James E. Dumouchel. Second Ro!r: Lauri

E. Kivimaki, Richard E. Murphy, Jack R. Grosh, Sam Cipolla, Howard l-. Wilsoo, James F.
Belvi11e, F.ed Gardner, Cecil E. Wi11iams, Matthew Kryjak, Third Ro!r: Clayton lerree,
I-e!,7is Simpson, Robert Deceorge, William A. Mccavern, Vernon Rutter, J€mes A. Ballard,
Richard Mccoy, william Zauner. Iour:th Ror,r: w.w. Hil1, Eugene i-. cruse, Anthony J.
Sopata, James Bro&.n, Gunder Berg, Vincenl J. Garofalo. Fifth Row: Lilley, George Sturtz,
Joe Frankie, waFe B. Frye, George E. Do\tell, George A. Kemnilz, Armando sinibaldo.

Back Ror,r: Harold Mitchamore, Leo ]-yons, Itowell Loper, Roberl M- Wadde1l, David Lloyd,
Bruce Lythjohan, Autden Dunn, Edward C. Gates, llesley R. Rabedeaux.
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Bottom Ro\r: Donald E. Caldt,7e11, E. Lee NichoLs, John A. Klorz, John Ventura, Elmer

Gettis, Joseph ciambrone, Norbert c. Mathias, Andrerv Manzaro, Joseph Camelleri.
Second Row: Lauren MumDert, Willard Meier, Lar,'rence E. caddis, Jack M. Webb, Carl A.
Gunderson, ceorge S. McEFen, Lloyd cuzek, Ed\rard J. Kriegel. Third Row: t/alcer R.
Cameron, liubert B. Carpenter, Roy w. Van Dyke, Joseph Backsman, Tr"f s. Wunf"., .ror."
T€y10r. Back Rowr Tom cunn, Howard I-. Wilson, Leonard Figle, Chartes Cliburn, Clarence
Cluck, Clyde DeBaun, Eelrel1 H. Evaos, Janes L. Johns.

Iif 40L
Bottom Ro\.: Wilbur D. Renz, John Irak, Charles J, phi11ips, Virgil Morr, James A.

Wood, James F. Daley, Robert J. Powers. Secord Row: Marion E. ?€inter, clenn Boyce,
Stanley F. Waslaski, Clifford O. Pierce, Joseph C. Da\,rson. Third Row: Donald T, B61lou,
Richard D. Libby, ]tarold R. Harding, Aveiy O. cage, Roy It. Frarz, Vernon Dion, Leolrard
V. Petersen, William D. Thissell. Back Ror,r: Frank I. Vara, Charles V. Welbes, Marion
Havelaar, Edn€rd J. callagher Jr., Charles D. Booth, Aubir Pene, Harry ttovermtlt.
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40r .:,
?ottlm Ro\r.r_ JaDes_D. plercher, tro\rard F. lret.., .tor,n pri*, :alt n. eaget, willis J.Kaltenbach, H€roLd Liebeiman, tor,n c. co.way, "r.r.. w. nrr."""it,-i;"i M;D:;;;.. 

-;..;";
Eq{i Daniel Brvla, llatr Abramson, rom cunn, Elon M. casron, r,"i'y syr,*i"r,-n"rrr.,il,.
I.t"9:rg.:. Third Rowr Ed\iard Halter, Rocco J. Maiorea, .ror,n o. nu.,l"., paul chryst,Jldol{ Deg€-lrf, Iroy-€-yol1E8; Jrrhn A. €aprea;-i"tar:-iee.J_!1eriaa___-_.. . _

Hdqs.
Bottom Ro\d: 1(enneth

Richard E. Knutelsky.

e$::

V. Johns, Willian J. Cornwe11, Joseph Frsnke, Robe.t ;,. Dorcy,
lecond Ror!: Edvard J. Kriesel, Don Pescot, Robert C. Opp.

I'pori'.
Bottom Row: Rocco Maiorca, Richard D. Libby, Jack R. paCer, Charles

Ig!-i Marion E. Painler, Harold R. Harding, Robert C, Spon;el, Matrhei,
Carpenter, Leolrard Fisie, William 1-. Corson. Maurice :. n",,"".

V. Welbes. Second
Kryjak, ilubert B.

'o x!
.N ... ..

s,. . ..-

--'.,-,{,
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_ --- llavlng atreoded many of rhe 91st reunions and rally_rounds, I came away fron rhe1982 reuftion with the disrinct irnpression rhat it haat tle greatest arrendance of any:Approximarely 375-400 menbers and guests, \rith 140 dues prii"g ,"*t"." attending th!business meeting one of rhe mosr impressive aspects of tie igsz reunion.,"" uit..,aur,."by 36, repeat 36, members \rho were arteoding their,{!lS! 91sr reunion. rncluding spousesand guests nearlv 80 persons rere enjoying lheir first get-together irirh o1d buddles.As you knov, one of the primar.y re€sons for serecting nalron as our 1982 reunionsite r,ias to combine the Living Tree Menorial dedication "itr. in" reunion irself_ Whenthe selection of Dayron \ras announced a disconcerring number of nenbers predicted thatxnobody lJill attend:" Tempering our arlangenents only slightly on rhe basis of thosedire predictions bur primarilv on rhe basis of past aitendance, we discowered too latethat our accomnodarions ar the Imperial House were insufficieni for rhe number whoacrually sho\red up, many who had nor previously notified the group of their intentionto attend. Consequently, it was necessary to lodge late regisirants in another facilitv.
The rinexpecredly heavy turnour also creared a logistic difficulty insofar ast.ansportation was concerned, i.e., several menbers were delayeal in their return fromthe Air lorce Museum. Our sincere apologies to at1 who were inconventenced ( the gtstis Jll and ue shall strive to keep it tha! rnay.)

To beiter serve rhe i'ishes of the nembers, your officers are soliciting your
recommendations on the site for the 1984 reunion. tc must bc renembereal, h;w;ver,that lre mus! have two members io rhar :rea qho are willing to put forth a great dealof effort to make one of these reunions a success. Chuck Marr;h !/as atoing everyrhingthat needed to be done for rhe Dayton arrangements when heallh problems removed him ioFlorida; if Bill Cornwell and Don Bader had nor filled the bree;h so aalequately, wewould have been out of runway. Thar's one reason we need at leas! rro declicateal members.In keeping wirh our policy of a1lernaring bet\^,een rhe eastern anai lrestern U.S.the 1984 reuniod should be held in the western or wesrern-cential u.s. your officersalready have so'ne volunreers at locarions lrhich would meer the geograpgical requlre_rnent: Seattle (Boeins B-17), Lons Beach (Queen Mary), Bro,rnsvilre- (T;;as, rha; is),Colorado Springs, and Rapid City (Sourh Dakota, rhat is).

Notes From The President...

If there are other locations \rith \riI1ing 9lsr hosts, \{,e !,/ould tikeyou not later than Jan. 5, 1.983. A11 locarions can thes be published inR/I, vith your preferred selecrion being requesred. The res;lrs or theselection of sire will be prinred in the Aprit R/r. Can we make it more
tal1y and

Tom Gunn

Editors Note: Delay in receipt of official picrures from Dayton
lication of rhis issue of The Ragged Irregular. Excepr for squadroo

has delayed
phorographs
photographs

pub-

pictures used vele froo pelsooal shots by the editor. Many important
nissinA; we irill presenr them in rhe January issue.

:

Begil1ning i Resisrrarion line forms full house fo! Siturdayrs banquet


