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New tlemoriol Proposol 0.K.'d By Group
aol. rom Lunn, l.leEoridl A"-o.ir-

tion fir:st vice-president, who has
po11ed 9lst nembers on the propos-
ed nerooriaf at Bassingbourn, has
just lssed this bulletin:

As of July 11. 394 nenbers had
voted on the Prop l,lemorial: 379
for, 15 aga ins t, for a 962 favor-
able resDor.e. l"iL, b1l vot ng
nenbers, 379 represenrs 602 of
the toaal possible vote. The 9lsr
has of ficially endorsed the pro-
posa1.

Cont{ibutlons should be nade
payable to rhe 91sr Bomb croup (H)
Meno rial Association, Inc., and

tr'alfed ro our vice-president Tom
cunn, 1024 Woodland Drive, Arling-
ton, Texas l6Al2, A special escro\'
account is beiDg es!ablished for
this ef f ort.

He iii11 acknowledge each conrri_
:l:1":i I 

, 
s re, omnended yoL ce_

Lr c a./novteogemenr to remindyou to 11st it on your tax rerur:r!
and keep ir ofa rhose nice auysat the IRS j shoufd rhey be skept_
1ca1,

Colonel cunn asked his rrarn ap-preciation to each of you be ex-pressed i1 r,is p rbtj.dr'.or.
(Conlinucd on Dage 2)

Shot f
ng

gate.
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Editor's note: Eastern Divlsion

chairnan Paul Chryst flew lo Bass-
ingbourn at lhe end of May lo rep-
resent the 91st in a site select:
ion f or: the proposed memorial at
the base, and to deterr0ine details
and cos ts. Here is his report to
Gen. Wray and the Group.

By Paul Chryst
My wife and I recently r:eturned

fron an enj oyabfe week spent 1n
Royston, Baldock and the nany
frlendly villages arourd the fush
countryside that ab ounds the Bas-
sinebourn area. At the request of
Cen. I,lray, I agreed to be his de-
legate for the 91st BG, to neet
with the new Cororoander of the
Queen's Depot, Lt. Co 1. Hugh Lohan
and Davld Cro\,r, Secretary of the
East Anglia Aviation Sociely.

r\e mair ob.ie. t:ves or LI is
visit were acconplishedl to re-
affirn the rotal 9lst BC support
towa rd the cons truc lion of a per-
nanent type nenorial on the actual
grounds of our former combat duty
Station 121,

David Crow iqas appointed as
British Liaison 0ff icer and co-
ordinalor for the prcj ect in Eng-
Ldnd. as a ) oLng Ldd. he olien
watched the B-17 bombers asseDble
over Bassingbourn whl1e he walked
to schoof at near-by Steeple Mor-
d en, La t er, he learned to count
the fe\,r' bornbers that returned to
base lrhich denoted "a tough nis-

This true friend of the 91st has
done more work dur ing the past ten
years to assure his fello\r country-
rnen that !he EngLish fanilies \,ri11
never forget rhe "Yanks " than any-
one else we know. ("and a real big
lhank you fron a1l of us, David. " )

one norring was spent at Bar-
clayrs Bank in Royston, where the
manager helped us to set up a 91sl
BG savings acc oun I inio which our
Menorial Fund Drive Donations could
be deposi!ed. Under the direction
ot a unanimous vote by the Eastern
Divlsion Connittee, a good failh
deposit of $500 was made to open
up the Iund Drive. Both David CroI,r
and Co1. Lohan agreed to act as co-

signers for the accounE. It is
hopec rla' fLr rre .o-{ribuL:ors
fton our nerobership \ri11 help to
bolster the Menorial Fund un!i1
Ehe total proj ect cost (approx.
$3000) is reached.

Ano th er af ternoon was spenr wl rh
Co1. Lohan, David Crow, and Mr.
David Reed, a Master Stone Mason
app roved by the local Disrricr
Council, I,rhose worknanship can be
seen at the Anerican Military Cem-
e tery at near-by Madiog 1ey. This
neeting was scheduled to select
the nos t appropr. ia t e sire for the
proposed Prop Menorial.

Three choices were offered by
Co1. Lohan. The firsl, on lhe left
sidP of the lvla:i Cates Lo Bassi.g-
bourn, was not chosen due to the
linited space, opposite Cen. Mont-
gornery's battle tank and the close
proxini ty of the Catholic Chapel
building.

The second site offered rhrough
the keen interest of Co1 Lohan
nould have been on the grass area
1n front of the ne\r1y re-furbished
91st Control Tower Museun. This
site could not be used b ecaus e it
1ras recently allocated to.he
famous RAF squadron slationed here
They will p1a.e a fulf sized Can-
berra j et bonber at the Tover.
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The lhird possible sire was vlew-
ed and happily accepled by the
reViewing commi!tee. As one stands
at the nain doors of our foiner:
Grorp HeadqLarters bui dirg. Ehe
s lop ing gras s area bounded by the
entrance road on the righl as
ch os en and agreed to.

During our tr.aditional 4 orclock
tea Co1. Lohan announced that per-
nission to build the 91s! nemoriaf
had been given by the Commandlng
Dlstrict General for the Br:itish
Army Hqs. More free donations were
nere revealed. The cost to puL-
chase, transport, re-finish and
roount an ac tual B- l7 propeller on
our MeEorlal \ras donated by an
anonynous Engllsh friend of the
9lst. A1so. all of the ewergreen
trees whlcb vi11 forn the curved
backdrop f or. the stone engraved
memorlaf lrere donated by anothei
friend of the group.

Mr. David Reed, our ar:chitect,
announced that the original cost
quo te would be hono r ed and he pro-
nised to f inish our proj ec! to
everyone's sarisfac!ion for May 1,

1978. Actual layout plans were
nodified slightly f or structural
purposes and the neeting vas ad-
journed as fu11y successful with
a coxrmitted desire to starl con-
strrction possible,

L!. Co1, Itugh T-ohan, Basslng-
bourn C.0. , EAAS secretary David
Crow and Paul Chrysl agree on the
final selection site for the 91st
memorial. Donated evergreen lrees
wi 11 f orD a gentle curve backdrop
sh ovn bv outstretched arns.

Each year the 91st B.C. Menorial
Association participates in the
Arer ican Memoria I Day exarc ises
held in Madingley, England and
Opijnen, Ito11and. Money to pur:-
chase a f loral wieath to be placed
at the base of rhe f lags tand at
the Anerican Military Cenetery
at Madingley is sent froD the
I"lestern Division treasur:y.
-.Thls e_ereqony is conducted
under the auspices of the United
States Enbassy, and the U. S, Air
Force in the United Kingdon, \rith
cooperation of the American 0ver-
s eas Menorial Day Association,
Br'ri.\ .iends, r'rd r\e Ameri.a"
Baitle Mon rnen t s Connissior'-

The 91st \rreath was presented
by Mr. David Crow, secretary of
lhe East Anglia Aviation Society
and an associate nenber of the
9tst.

At lhe sarne tirne rhe 1itt1e
villaee of op ij nen, li o 11and,
places a fresh f1ora1 wreath on
the gravesites of the eighr 91sr-
ers buried in a private serring
in the 300-year-o1d churchyard.
A11 of the 1oca1 villagers arrend
tl i" spe iar Yemor'El Day service
ever:y year ro honor the 9Ist B.G.
Money to special wrearh
is senl yearly from rhe Eastern
D lvis ion treasury by Bob cerste-

1978 ilemphis Reunion Set July 19-22
Start naking your 1978 vacation

plans no\r-- dates for our Narional
Reunion have be en ser for Ju 1y t9-
20-21-22 in Menphis I

Heading up the Reunion Conmittee
are ex-322nd sqdn. borobardier Joe
cagfiano and associate tife Mernber
Frank Donori o -

Details of the reunion program
and location of headquar t ers wi 1t

tn 1967,
!hat ge c-

be announced larer.
Memph is was rhe site

first na ti ona 1 reunion
and nany ni11 reroenber
lose!her. as one of rhe



Poc I July, 1977 Thc Rrggcd lrcgrlrr

City Has Big Plans For 'llemphis Belle'
Menbers r,rho attended !he 1967

National Reunion in Menphis vi11
renember that the 91st plane !he
''Yemphis 8e 'e" o" up ed d posi
tion of honor at the Menphis Nar-
:ond CJdrd drmor). -n anriciD-
ation of rhe 91sr nee r ing the
plane was given sone quick cos-
melic surgery to cover up some of
the ravages of tirne, but the Be11e
was far fron being in good shape,

Nol', thanks to the efforts of
the Menphis Be11e Menorial Assoc-
lation and interested citizens of
the cily it appears that better
dals ar- a\FEd I o- LhF o'd a ir-
craf t, and one of the outstanding
nenorials to Idorfd I,Jar II is on
tap.

Because the land on which the
Arnory stands is being put to
othe! use the Bel1e had !o be re-
nowed fron her long-tine site.
P ers ons interested in !he Menphis
Be11e as a WWII symbol and also
as a nored clty landmark organ-
ized to save the ship, and beCan
a determined effort io see that

the plane r,r'as nor onty saved fron
the scrap heap but thar nuch great-
er glory tay ahead.

Today the Mernphis Be11e is at
Air National cuard facilities ar
Menphis Internarional Airporr,
r,rhere Guardsnen, Federal E:p!ess

personnel, Menphi s .{rea Vocational
Technical School studenrs and
others are restoring the plane ro
original coDdition.

The Nlemphis Be11e llemorial Assn.
las ar a. r ive p rog-rn urderviy in
the city !o raise $t flillion for
a superb nuseun to house the ship,
compfete with a theater where reg-
ular showings of I{ilfiam ldylerrs
fanous movie, "The Menphis Be11e"
\ri1l be shown regularly to visitors
to the nemor: ia1.

Renovation of the plane, r.rhich
beg;1 in.\prir, ,il. raLe rom.i\
months to a year, it is estinated.
Archiiectural plans for rhe nuseum
have been conpleted, bu! consrruc-
tion will depend on !he progress
of fund-raisiDg efforts.



lansdale Rslly Round Honors Gen. lTray
For the second yeat rhe Easterr

Division Connir!ee has sponsored
a Rally Round in the Lansdate, pa.
area. The event i/as hetd at the
lans d a1e Holiday 1nn June 4.

Honored guests were Maj, cen.
S.T. and Esthe. Wray. This yea!
r,ras the ceneral's 45rh graduation
anniversary fron Wesr Point, a re-
union lhey had artended jusr prior
to the Lans d a1e Rally Round.

Winner s of the pewter nug for
coming !he greatesr distance !o
a.. end u.re on/ "1d Y,onne _rgig-
noli of Chicago, I11.

The group watched "The Menphls
Be11e" in rhe afternoon, and after
dinner vle\ned slides of !he 1974
"operation One More Tine" during
refueling ac!ivities.

Sunday morning rhere Fas a
special get logether at !he home
of Trudy and Bob cersteroeier,
division secretary, for coffee and
Danish.

Ano th er speciaf guesr was Aubin
Pene and his irife Jac quel in e, of
California, \,,ho had been visiting
91sl-er Charlie Booth in New Hanp-
shire when they learned of the
Ra11y Round.

Allending were: John and Kathryn
F1inn, McClure, Pa.; Russell and
Slyvla Ruth of Wif 1o\,' Grove, Pa.;
Tony and Yvonne Ingignoli of Chi-
cago, I11.; Itarry Eoverrnill of
Arl;.8{on, \€.: Bob aad vsxirr
Sponset of Sturgis, Nich. ; John
and Madeline Kurylo of Ringoes,
N.J.; Joe and Mae Pegefey of North
Wales , Pa.; Russell and , aureen
Wilson of Hatboro, Pa. ; Andy and
Helen Manzaro of Auburn, N.Y.

Rud) dnd A ; e Yo-etri o'
Wooster, 0hio; John Parsons of
Wrs rg t o-r, ,,.,; N:.t l. re-
fenko of Reading, Pa. ; Aubin and
Jacqre I ine P ene of Br ea, Ca,;
Nick Bankowski of Li!!1e Fa11s,r,I. J.
Joe and Mary Canelleri, of Reading,
Pa.; Joe and Mary Jane Gianbrone
of Glenside, Pa. j Bob and Trudie
Cer.s!eneier of Lansdale, and cen.
and Esther l/ray, Shalinar, I1a.

Tony Ingignoli,
Chicago to attend,
nug for travelling
distance f ron cen

Aubin Pene pr.esenrs cen. Wray
nith a p ers onal gif t to honor
his 45th anniversary of gradua-
lion fr:on Wes t Point.

AJY-q

Old buddies
Uansaro, Joe
e11eri, and
a! Lansdale.

who cane f ron
r ece ives !he
the greatest

Wray.

t':
I

Rudy Moretti j An dy
G ianb rone, Joe Caro-

Tony Ingignoli vis!
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Rolly Round 'Rocky tlountoin High'ls
A very successful firs! Rocky

Ilountain Ra11y Round nas held at
Ho ldingi s Little America, Cheyenne,
Wyor0ing, May 7. The event \ras head-
ed by Glenn Boyce, Lakewood, Co1o.,
rrith the h efp of Aulden Dunn of
Cheyenne.

After a cocktail party and din-
ner the group vlened 'rThe Memphis
Be11e,"' Sch\reinfurt Mission," and
"Fighr for the sky. "

Peter and Arline Hoffnan, Irho
c ane fr:om Tenpe, Arizona
arded the "rnug" for coning the
greatest distance !o attend by Co1.
Paul Jessop (Ret. ) of Colorado
Springs, M. J. and Marj orie Darnell
fror0 E1 Paso, Texas \''ere given 9lsr
hlghball glasses since they missed

'\

comlng the gr:eates I distance by
only a f ew ni1es.

Attendlng rdere: Mr. & Mrs. Perer
J. Hoffnan fron Arizona; Mr:. & Mrs.
M. J. Darne I I froro Texas; Mr. Char-
1es H. Bonner, Mr. & Mrs. clenn V,
Boyce, Co1. & urs. Paul D. Jessop
(Ret,), Mr. & Mrs. Willian R. Ml1-
1er, Mr. & Mrs. Albert Preble, Mr.
& Mrs. Levis Sinpson, all froD Co1-
orado; Lt. Co1. 6 Mrs. Marlon J.
IIavelaar (Ret. ), Mr. & Mrs. Enr0itt
R. Wilson fron South Dakota; Mr.
WalEer S. Bro\rn and Mr. & Mrs.
ALlden N. Dunn t"om "Jyomi-rg.

Guests were illr. Michael Jessop
and tlr. & Mr:s. Eans Mathiesen of
Colorado.

Second ro\,': Hoffman, Brown, Dunn,
Darne11, Preb 1e, Bonner, Mathiesen.

',, a-!€
. *,&

6 8.
l

.g

*
&

,
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Menbers attending rhe Rocky Moun-
tain Rally Round were, front rov:
Havelaar, Simpson, Mi11er, Wilson,

alr. r .
J.'.''. _iN%i*

-.4k'.-
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Wlves attending
tain Ra1ly Round
Jessop, Sinps on,

the Ro cky Moun-
were, fronl row:
Mi11er, Boyce,

Mathiesen,
S e cord ror,r:

nan, Darnel1,
Dunn, Have l aar , Hoff-
Preble, Wilson.

tf

!:

Peter and Ar l ine Hof fnaE recei
the "mug" for coming rhe greates
distance to attend from Cof. pau
Jessop (Ret. ).

M.J. and Marjorie Darnell receive
9lst highbal l gfasses as
up in cooing fiom the greatesr dis_

1

1.|

hom lhe Edilor's Desk..,
Any 91st-ers who had ro,'hit rhe

si1k" during rheir flying days uhoare not already trlerobers of the
Ca(erpi lldr i -ub Dav .Like Lo join
the g roup, Info and applicarion
lotns ioay be obtained fron The
Caterpillar C1ub, p,O. Box 1328,
Tre'1Lon. N.J.08b07. There ts no
charge.

Maj . Larry Baird (Rer. ) of
Lynnwood, Wash. , not only got the
nug for coming the grearesr dist*

Pal C. Bumdl Bor $9 Auhrrn, At 35Ell
Nei{est Life Menber is LTC James

D. Baird (Ret. ), 6607 cooper Ave, ,
Middleton, wi. 53562. Jin vas one
of the or ig inal 91st-ers and pi-
loted He11' s Angels in the 322nd.
He is now Wisconsin vetetans rep-
resentativo for the U.S. Dept.
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ance to atteDd the California
State Rally Round ln February bur
got back a razot he had lefL be-
hlnd at Bassingbourn in 1945. LTC
Wi11is C. Stinson (Ret. ) of Seni-
nole, F1a., saw Bairdrs picture in
the April R/t and relocated his
o1d 91st buddy. The two had ad-
joinine rooms in the 32lrd off,
1c ers house at the base and Stin-
son found Baird's razor alter Lar:-
ryr s departure and though r to r.e-
turn it to hin the nexr rime their
paths crossed. Thirty-tr,'o years
later he returned it--complele
wi th new blade.

Th! Ra ed lflegulir
lIe have ver:y belatedly learned

that forner 323rd squadron C.0.
John C. Bishop died Jrne i8, r976.
John rras lnith the 91st fron Ju1y,
1942 through March, 1944. He .i''as
squadron operations officer before
beconing C,0. and pilored the
Careful V irg in. A picture of John
"cutting the gr:assr! in his plane
after his 25th rnis s ion has been
wid e ly reprinted.

John becane a Life Member of
the Menorial Association in 1970
al the Tanpa Super Ra11y Round.

A greal new 9lst nenenlo is
available fr:on the r,.Iestern Divi-
sion Connilree-- a full-color tie
tac ot the group insignia--exactly
1i ke the officlal car decals. The
tac is about 5/8 inches in dia-
neler:. Pr:ice is $2.50, which in-
cludes shipp ing.

-{1so on hand are sorne of the
Croup highball glasses that i,rere
,ucl ! hi. dL -he I"5L ceun-on,
They are prlced al $5 per half
dozen or 9i0 per dozen, which
inc ludes shipping. 0rders for
either of these items shoufd be
sent to M/Sgt. Ceorge Parks, 109
l\lilshire Ave., Va11ejo, Ca. 94590.
llake checks payable to the 91si
Bonb Group emorial Assn., Inc.

John C. Bishop, Charles A.
.Iohn T. cl adsronp.

ceorge Jacobs, \iho vas a 324th
sqdn. navigaror in ,44-'45, has
been anarded a 1977 llarconi Mem-
orial Cold Medal of AchievenenE
by the Veterans Wireless Operarors
Association. Jac ob s is Director
ol Engineering f or: the Board of
nLer']a. ional Bro.o-"-r ;I]g.
He was an offlcial \ii!h the

Volce of America for 27 years
before taking his present position.
l-ast year: he receiwed the 11.S.
Inf or.ma t ion Agencyr s Superior
Honor Avard for hls acconplish-
men ls at V 0A.

l,l e have received I'ord
9ls t-er A1b er t Tor 1n of
Az. , passed avay Janua.y
His r,r' i fe Fried lives ar
4th St., Tuscon, Az. 857

9, 1917.
3537 E.
16.

Conaact y our buddies N0ii abour
lhe 1978 RELTNI0N! Let's all cO!


