915t Bombardmen! Group (H) Wewsletler

July, 1968

Denver Area Awaits Second National Reunion

Reservations continue o pour in for the second MNa-
tional Reunion of the 9st Bomb Group on July 23-24-25-
26, and the Denver affair promises to draw far more ex-
members than the first get-together in Memphis last sum-
mer,

With a very high percentage reporting thar wives and
children will accompany them, 1t seems apparent thar
many of the 91st-ers are making the reonion the high-
light of & family vacation through the westem =rates.

You'll be missing the experience of a lifetime if
vou're not part of the unit there. If you haven't already
made reservations for the affair, it isn't too late, Head-
quarters will be at the Denver Hvatt House, where all

The Snow Capped Rockles form 2 spectucnlar back-
drop for the shining new skvsecrapers of downtown Den-
ver, Atturleftis the Gueen Cilv's classie Civie Cenrer, At
cenler is the 22-floor, 354-room Denver Hilton Hotel and
the new Public Service Company Building. lmmediately
helow the Hilton is the gold-domed State Capitol Duild-

official activities will be held. The Mayflower Hotel and
the Mayflower Motel, located in the same block with the
Hyatt House, will also be used by many delepates,
Joining the 4Y1st reunion as special goesrs will be
more than 50 representatives of the 98%th Bomb Group
(H}, who are in the process of organizing a reunion eom-
mittes and who will be picking up pointers from ns, The
98th was a B-24 outfit stationed 1w Palestine from Aug-
ust, 1942, with their principal objective the destruction
of Rommel's supply lines in the Mocth African compaign,
Their reanion assocciation 15 leaded up by Rudolph

Schmeichel of Dallas, Texas,
(Continued on puge 2

B Ty
ing. At right center are the new, 31l-story Scourity Life
Building, Denver's tallest: the Western Federal Savings
and  Loan Association Buoilding: the 26-stocy Denver
First Narional Bank: the 22-story Brown Palace Hotel
Lovweer, and the Denver 715, Mational Bank. Ac far right
iz the new Federal Office Building and Tower complex,
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Denver Area Awaifs...

Making the Denver proparations for the aftair are Sam
Merwton, Col, Heney Tetry, Tack Hobson, and Col, Herbert
Epender.

One of the features of the July meeting will be the
first scheduled pet together of former 91st POWs. Joe
Rose, of Memphis, who lieads up “*Rose’s Heroes,"' has
set two informal meetings of the ex-Stalap puests-—one
at the official Reunion Luncheon on Thursday, July 25,
and the other immediately following the 10 a.m. coffee
hreak on Friday, July 26.

For those flving to Denver who might neod cars upon
arrival the Adrways Rent-A-Car at Stapleton Intemation:l
Airport is offering Olsi-ers a special discount rate of
S.'-'.’_E?U  day and 8 centz a mile (all-ipelusive)  tor reg-
plars and 56,50 and 7 cenrs i mile for compacls.

=’

Echo Lake is a favorite vacation and picnic
along America's highest aulomobile bighway to the top
of Mount Evans ar 14,260 fzet. The Mouot Evans dove
1% the most putstanding one-day seepic trip from Denver,
Echo Lake Park is in Denver's famous Mountain Park

soul

Here's How To Find Headquarfers...

Hyvatt House Hotel
iy = = E. 1% AME
1750 Grant Streat = £ o a
Denver, Colorado BO204 T z = ¥
Fhone 303-292-1500 Z 2 Z E
PWX S0-9371-0523 = 2 z 4
Telex: (45-734 e Tk AVE
Free instant reservation
service for more than 50
Hyatl House Heolels and SR
Lodzes nationwide,
Toll-free LD resorvation
telephones in many cities
— if— B ldh AVE
see your Travel Agent

-

System which provides numerous picnic dreas, many
complete with tahles, lireplaces and playgrounds frer
children. Iishing, hiking and golfing are among the
activities that may be enjoyed,

Make A Date In ‘68 — Denver or Bust!
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91st Film “The Memphis Belle”

Highliclt of every nztional reunion and many of the
dreit rally rounds 18 the showing of the 1s0s epic doe-
umentiary movie, "'The Memphis Belle.” The film 15 1n-
terualionslly recogmized as one of the great documenri.
ries ob all time, and avdiences the worlkd over Lave
thrilled to its authentic combar Dhotography,

What is liccle known about “The Memphis Eelle,”
thougly, s rhat i was conooived, produced, diregeted, and
parely photographed by one of the all-time wrears of the
American film industry — rriples Osear winoer Williamo
Wyler, who directed “*Mrs, Miniver," “The Besl Feurs
of Our Lives," “'Ben Hur,” 'The Collector,” and more
than &0 other outstanding movies, He has jost complored
making "' Furny Girl,™ starminge Bacbea Steevsand, and ir
is already predicred that he will piek up bis minth Osear
nomination for the film

Soon after the first American hombers beaan nperiking
out of England in the (2]l of 1942, the 8ih Alr Force
assigned Major Wyler to head a film unit given the task
of makimg & docomenrtary on heavy bombardment activi-
ries. Wyler had recently won an Osear lor direcring the
memorable movie of Britam's early days in WWIL “'Mrs.
Miniver,"" starming Greer Garson,

M November, 1942, Wyler and his group came to
Bassingbourn seeking o base (rom which 1o operate,
There they found a warm welcome, and Col, Saplev T,
Wray offered full cooperation from the gooup and saw
that the film unit bad adeguate goarters and fuciliries,
Ceordinating the effort with 8th Al Force headgoarters
in Londom was Col. Berme Layv, who later wmte the
outstanding book and movie, "'12 O'clock High, "

Wyler's documentary was o follow one crew from one
base as they made a rvpical raid, In this case it was the
251k (final) mnission of the crew of © The Memphis Belle, "

Every scene (gxccpr one minor sequence) was made
during actual combat operations, with the group mem-
hers going about thetr usual daily tasks, Nothing was
staged, a#nd heroe Was never 4 scnpl.

The lilming was done [rom November, 1942, throush
the saely months of 1943, and the movie 15 a composite
ob zotion taken over thal period,

Tooobtatn actual film of fighter attacks and other com-
bat activities Wyler issued 18 mn, camerns loaded with
color flm to =elected crew members from a oumber of
group's planes, with instuctions to “fire thar camera
when the fighrers come o' From personal experience
the editor can testity that & 16 o camera 15 not peacly
az comforsing as the lawudle of a4 50 caliber machine =un
when fueing o FW 190 head on,

In addition, Wyler accompaned the 9lst on missions
to Lotient, 51, Nawaire, Kiel, and Wilhelmshaven, flying
with Robert Morgan and his crew in® The Memphis Belle®
Lo et some of the shots he wantod.

This approach producsd some of the mos: fantastic
combat photography ever made, and most of the air-to-
air combat scenes in air owar movies and television
shows since fhat time were made by the Qlst's anateunrs.

Made By Famous

i e

Direclu:ro

IP FROM WILLIAM WYLER

movie only ol 15 staged, that
meceding the mizsion, The original
fildming 4id nor i owt, and e soone wus recreated
later, There is a slight bit of dubbing in™ of an inter-
com conversation between Beile Bill Winchell and Mor-
gan which wus sarbled in the orizinal fand, considering
that he was desparately firing  at L9}, might have
needed some eleaning up for family audisnces,

The documentary \hat Weler pur rosether went to
theaters throoghon America, and gnl a tremendous re-
ception. The Alr Force larer adopted it as a regulur
tramning Cilm, and in the vears sinee i1 iz heen produeed
in seven differsnt languages, As Maj. Gen. Wray savs,
It is rather surprising ro heur vourzel! mive a hrefing
in. parfect Persian,™ The film 15 in cwreot use atb the
Aldr Force langiages school,
he Alr Medal, the Legion of
Freneh Lesion of Honor for his WWIT

I Ee ety
ol the briefing

Major Wyler received
flerit, ami the

SRrVICe;
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401st’s "‘Time’s A-Wastin’"’

Honor plane for the guartsr 15 ons of the workhorse
B-17 Gs of the “mddle’" perniod of the 91sb ar Bazsing
Bourn -- LL-T3 Mutter D-Dog, #102504, 7 Time's A
Wastin®'", of the A0isr squadion, *"Time's A-Wastin'
is partieularly appropeiate or ths ceunion ssue of The
[rregular, bocause it was first assipned to Sam Newtloon,
who has been spearheading armutsements in the Denver
arca for rthe July ger togecher. Her original co-pilot, Bert
Stiles, made the plans widely Enown to the geperal puabe
lic through his famous book of WWIL USerenade To The
Biz Bird.'”

Fastern division co-chairman Paul Chryvst served lus
tonr of duly i “"Time's A-Wastin®™ a shiowr time larer.

The plane began her active career with the 91 st only
two dayvs after the D=-Dav invasion began, on June 8,
1944. Stiles describes it this way in his book: '"In the
afternoon Sam and I stole a jeep and went out to the
ship, our new one. {(Nawton's original ship was “"Cool
Papa,'" which was lost while being flown by another
crewl. Roy and the ground crew had named her “Time's
A-Wastin,”! Sam didn't think much of the name and it
didn't strike any deep chord in me, but we [igured the
pround crew might as well have the honor,

*The group artist had a picture painted on it of Snuffy
Smith breaking out through a newspaper with invasion
headlines.""

Though the davs of the Abbeville Kids and the Bas-
cacds lrom Brunswick were long past by her times, on il
least ohe oceasion "Time's A-Wastin''' mnointo o reg-
ular hornet's nest of fighters, and came away with [ve
victories and & probable. IU wds on a trip o Berlin, and
Stiles describes the action thiz way

“Ross (T/8gr., Bdwin C., radio operator) knocked off

{continued on page 5

Featured Plane For JI_J_IL‘

o ey X
“"Time's A-Wastin®'" with 61 missions under
T'he crew are: front rosw

s (k-

her belt.
1t Ho Ed Garner, pilot;
Jobmn W Allen, nayvieator; Paol
scond row, James Nortis, tail oune-
ner; Walt Sarewins, enginesr: Dave 0'Dav, radio; Robert
Ciruetter, waist. Frank Ellieson, ball Robert

Kemmir Bunnan, co-pilor)
Chrys:, bombsrdier, S

turrel.,

Pride, waist,

Each One Reach One!
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Bob Stevens'

= "There | was...

THERES A'FIRST FOR EVERYTHING ~
COMBAT FATIGUE Z

NAW, FIRST SHOT OF
COMBAT RATION BoozE !

===

Reprinted from Air Force/Spoce Digest

A fond look buack ot some of the everyday
occurrences and annayonces thot mede
life in the AAF during the Big War such a
truly unfargettable experience , .,

PUZZLE: PiLOT 15 OLD 814 AF HAND
BEGINNING M= 280 TOuR. Co-FILoT 1S
RBIED COL. —AIRCOMMANDELE — Ok HIS
LAST MISSION OF HiS 15T TOoUR . THEIR
B-7 HAS LOST 2 FANS OM A MiSSION
NEAR NEUTRAL SWELEMN. GUESS WLEEE
[ANSWER BELOW)

A

| HOUNN aNy1ENE 10 ALHPINE QL ATVE

“Time's A-Wastin"’.:.w

a 410 when the simple guy tricd to pull inoand Oy forma-
tion while be lobbed shells into the group ahead,

“T could've comked the pilot with my gun barrel”” Ross
“HBuat T decided 1o shoot him'

“The 410 hlew up.

“Lewis (T/Sgt, William F., engincer) tracked another
across the tail, saw the pieces begin to chip off, and
amoke beleh out of the cowl, and the pilot came out
streaming silk.

“Five o'clock  high,”' somghody  called. .. Crooe
[5/8gt. Basil J., waizt) lined up on lim straight-away
low. It tipped over into o sping spilling flamz?, and spun
inta the ground., ..

“That ather hastard camse in frow two o'clock high on
the nose. Mae ragged him fair, saw bim break up, Lews
called a  bailed-out pilet and a falling wing. .. "

Aller 10 mizsions on spother plane Chryst's orew
(H. BEd Garnecr, pilot; Kermit Burman, co-pilot) was
assipned to ' Tima's A-Wastin®™'' on September, 1944, and
flew their nexr 25 missions on in, finishing up in Decem-
bher, 1844,

Chryst has this to say ahouot her: *'We felt “'Time's
A-Wastin'*’ was one of the better G models, and her
flight crew will be eternally grateful to the ground crew

aaid.

who always kept her in good shape. 504 had her share
of flak holes, ruptured fuel lines, jammed waste gates,
feathered props and frustrating gremlins, but she was
dependable and brought us back every time."

8th AF History To Be Published

& comprehensive istory of the Eighth Alr Foree n
Furope during WWIT will be published in England by Mac-
donald and Doubleday later this year, Much maternal
atwnl the 91st and many pictures of sroup action and
planes will be incloded,

The author of the forthcoming volume, Moo Roger A,
Fresman, refers o the 9lst as 'probably the most Ta-
mous of all Fortress outfits.” He has offered basie in-
formation on more than 200 planes of the 910,
doms boost 1o our historical files.

Col. John William Carroll Dies

Col, Jobn William Carroll, one of the originad memhers
of the 91st and a stalwart of the 401st squadron, died
Mareh 13 of & heart attack at March AR, Culif, Col.
Carroll was Wing Commander of the 3415t Stratopic Mis-
sile Wing ar Malstrom AF'B, Montana. He was attendine a
SAC Wing Commanders Conference at March AFER when
the fatal attack occurred.

il EEeqmen
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91st Mission Log Begins - The First Twenty-Five...

Fach issue will carry additional entries , through the entire 340

1942 (continued)
Alerts 26, 22-1 Vepgesack Cancelled
1, 3-11 TGrest Oancelled| 15 27. 23-1 Lorient Completed
1 2. 7-11 EBrest Completed 28, 24=1 Ghent Cancelled
2 3., 8-11 ibbeville Completed| 29. 25-1 Ghent Cancelled
3 4. 9-11 35t, NazaireCompleted|1630. 27-1 Wilhelmshaven Completed
4 5. 14-11 5t. Nazaire Completed 31. 29=1 Bremen Scrubbed
5 6. 17=-11 St. Nazaire Completed 32, 31-1 Hamm Cancelled
& 7. 18=11 La Pallice Completed 33. 1-2 Hamm Scrubbed
8. 19=11 Lorient Serubbed 34. 2-2 Eamm Abortive
9, 21=11 Lorient Serutbed |17 35+ A4=2 Emden Completed
7 10, 22-11 Lorient Completed| 36. 5-2 Amiens Scrubbed
g 11. 23-11 5t. Nazaire Completed 37. 7-2 Amlens Scrubbed
12, 29-11 La Pallice Scrubbed 38. #-2 Amiens Scrubbed
13, S-172 Iille Cancelled 39, 10-2 BSt, Nazaire scrubbed
1hs Sel2 Lille Scrubbed |18 40, 14-2 Hamm  sortie/ Abortive
9 15. 6=12 Lille Completed|19 41+ 16-2 5t. Nazaire Completed
16, 10-12 Romilly Cancelled| 42. 19-2 Amiens Cancelled
10 17. 12-12 Romilly Completed 43. 20~2 Amiens Cancelled
11 18. 20-12 Romilly Completed| 4k. 25-2 Dunkirk Cancelled
12 19, 30-12 Lorient Completed|20&45. 26-2 VWilhelmshaven Completed
21 hé 27-2 Brest Completed
. 1943 L7. 2=3 Rennes Scrubbed
13 20. 3-1 St. Hazaire Completed|z2 48, 4-3 Hamm Completed
21« 9=1 Emden Scrubbed |23 4%, 6-3 Lorient Completed
14 22, 13-1 Lille Completed|2 50, &=3 Hennes Completed
23, 14=1 Lorient Cancelled 1., S=3 Amiens Secrubbed
24, 15-1 Amiens Cancelled 52. 10-3 Wilhelmshaven Scrubbed
25, 16-1 Aimiens Cancelled|25 53, 12-3 Rouen Completed

We've Been A Liitle Lax, But...

At the Memphis reunion last summer the group voted that members who were
delinquent in their dues after February, 1968, be dropped from The Ragged
Irreqular mailing list. We've been fudging some, and keeping them flying fo
all 91st-ers we had addresses for, because wewan! ALL former members o
share our activities. But after this issue, we can't keep non-duespayers on the
list. With printing and pictures and postage priced as they are we just can’t
carry freeloaders any farther, and it's not fair fo those who are actively inter-
ested.  1f YOU have overlooked your dues, send along $3 (or more, it's tax
deductible!)  An exira dollar gets our directory of 1200 current addresses of
your buddies. Send your dues, contribution and/or directory order lo:

Eastern Division ‘ Western Division

loe Giambrone Robert H. Racicof
303 Brooksdale Ave. 209 Lamont Court

Glenside, Pa. 19038 Vallejo, Calif. 94590

The Ragged Irregular
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