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All Bombs "On Target’ At 25th Anniversary Meet

“BIG 25" had alwwosl as mucl impaet July 25-26-27 as
the Big One did o 1943, bur 1o the ex-91sr-srs garhored
in Memphis for Triangle A's 20rth anniversary reunion i
miarked 8 big beginning rather than @ thanktul fiosh
“Something money couldn't buy ' ong summed 11 oap, A
real fountain of wouth, with boddies | haven't seen in 25

REALS,

A wife declared she'd “never seen
men enjov rthemnse
memhers, wives,

a proonp of
2 50 much!™ And all of 1he 400 o 80
and children ar the silver anmversary
el were in full agreement.

&

A re-dedication ceremony highlichted the reunion visit
to the site of the

"Memphis Helle)"' the
now permanently  enshrined
Guard Armory in Memphis,

Shown planting o pink dogwood tree as a “'livione
memarial'” to Memplis to commemaoriase the Group's firs:
reunion 15 1li-year-old Dean Giambrone, son of Joseph
M. Giambrone, the Belle's old crew chief,

Ohserving the tree planting are. 1oto v, Joseph Giam-
brone, Eastern treasarer; Joseph Cameller,

famous H1s)

Foriress Lhe MNationpal

divisinn

Thosze who couldn't make it this year had better begin
planning right now for next year's shindig, scheduled for
Denver sometime during the last two weeks in July,

Mzmhars began colling into Memphis in forea onMonday,
July 24, and “lobbyving' ab the Sheraton-Peabody was i
[ull swing by nightfall, Tuesday was turned over 1o regis-
trarion, visiting, aod examination of the “rrophy toom,””
whers the walls and tables were covered with piclures,
scrapbooks, and other momentons of (e ©

feontinued on paze 23

aond old diys.”

Bastern Eastern

Wriw frer.d,

division co-chairman. Paul Chryst,
division co-chairman: Maj. Gen, Sraples T.
Feupion Conmites president. Col. Robert K. Morgan
(ret,t. wartime pilor of the Belle; Clarence “TBill”
Winchell, Belle's waist gunner; David Pitts, 14-vear-old
Fleensant Grove, Ala ., vouth who sparked the recent re-
furbishing of the Belle: Robert Gerstemeier. Fastern
division scorctary; MBSzt Georpe Parks, Western division
co-chairman, amnd Philip Taylor, Western division secre-
Lary,
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All Bombs 'On Target'...

Coffer and sweers helped keep the yak-vak thick enough
b walk on. That night a showing of ' The Memphis Belle™
and orher Bassingbourne movies drew o crowd Lhal over-
Flowed the view drea, making a second run necessary the
next day.

Press and television coveraze of the Group activities
wits greal, The Commercial Appeal and the Press-Scimitar
had stories and piotures an every edition, and every melo-
vision newsceas) had 9ist-ers 1o starrine roles,

Wednesday was the bip dav activities-wize. First on
the schedule was a group breakfnst ithe Peabody is
famous [for its Southern country-stvle breakfases), and
even at & o'cleck the dining area couldn't have squeszed
in another sager heaver,

Ar the Group luncheon a1 noon the 9tsr was weleoned
Lo Mamphis by Mavor William B, [ngram, WWIT fighter
pilol, who presented Mai, Gen. Wray with o kewv o the
city. Hooor puests al the luncheon were Col. Roberr K,

wall patiently in line. Here 2 group waits for one of the

Morgan, pilot of the “Memphis Belle,' C. E. "Bill"
Winchell, Belle waist punoer, and David Pitts, the 14-
vear-0ld Pleasant Grove, Ala,, vouth who was responsihle
for the relurbishing of the "'Memphis Belle" memorial in
Memphis,

In the afterdoon 2 mass visit by bus to che Belle memo-
rial was mads, and Joseph D, Glambrone, Jr., 15-year-old
son of East Coast Division reeasurer Joe Giambrone,
headed a “‘rededication’” corewony by planting a memorial
dogwond tree betore the historie plane. .

Wednesday night a dinner-dance for members and wives
i the 5ky Room atop the Peabody wound up the day (and
started the next) in grear shape. Teenagers had their own
dinner and record hop,

Thursday morning, members wound ap the reunion wich
the only busimess session of the week, laving plans for
continued growth of the reborn 915t Members departed
with only one complaani—""We needed one more day to ger
canshe up on 25 vears of ralg!™

re-dedication  seremonics.

the



The Ragged Irreqular

October, 1967

Page 3

The Ragged lrregular

These news letters are published quarlerly in Oetobor,
January, April, and July, in an effort to keep alive the
gspirit of the st Bombardment Group (HY and to maintain
the fellowship of those who fought together in World War
[Ifrom AF Station 121, Bassingbourne, Fngland, 1942-18945,

Material for publication should be sent to the editor,
Punl C. Burnett, Box 908, Aubumm, Alabama 38830, nof
later than two weeks vefore the tirst day of the month of
puhlication.

President

Mij. Gen. Stanley T. Wray (Ret)

1417 Ivanhoe 3., Alexandrin, Va. 22304

Fast Coast Division
tfrom the Atlantic to the Mississippl River)

Chairmen
Paul Chryst
1458 Hilltop Road, Pottstown, Pa. 19464
Juseph A, Camelleri
314 South Fth 5t., Reading, Pu, 19802
Secretary
REoherr Gerstemeir

Kerr Road, RD #1, Lansdale, Pa, 19446

Treasurer

Juseph M. Glambrone
203 Brooksdale Ave,, Glenside, Pa. 19038

West Coast Division
ifrom the Pacific to the Mississippi River

Chairmen

Creorge W. Parks
108 Wilshire Ave., Vallgjo, Galif, 94350

Edward P. Winslow
1935 Mt. Vernon Ct., Mt. View, Calif.
Becretary

Phillip ®. Taylor
20380 Alra Vista, Almedas, Calif,

Treasurer

Hobert H. Racicot
209 Tamont Court, Vallejo, Calif, 94590

Droes are 23 per voar, payable to the Division Treassurer.
Gel Your Buddies Back With Us, Send current addresses
of former 91st-ers to the proper Division Soorataey.

Reunion Business Session

In the only formal business session of the reunion
several decisions vital to the coatinued growlh of the
9lar ussociation were meade,

1. A second annual reunton of 9lst-ers was schaduled
to be leld during the last two wooks of July, 1965, in
Denver, Exact days will be announced later, bot for
vicarion planning save those last two weeks in July.

2. Al present officers of the group wers continned
in office for 1968, Officers are listed oo the masthead
nf thie rregular.

4. A permanent historical records soetion was estah-
lished, to gather and preserve information about the
91st. Publications covering the group activities from
1H2-45 will also be a function of the office. Paul O,
Burnste, Box 909, Aubwrn, Ala., 36830, was named his-
torian and editor. All persons with pertinent  information,
records, photographs, ete. are asked o contact him.

4. Plans for & group-sponsored flicht for o Bassing-
bowrne reunion were discussed, with favorable response
from members., Thoueh no defioire decisions were made,
4 possible 1969 tip ar an estunated cound oip flight
cost of 5180 per person wos ser forch. Trip time would
Last approximately three weeks,

B. Gen. Wray reported thar the 9lst Bomb Group (1D
Reunion committes was incorporated as & non-profic
wganizaton in Ohio on 17 July, 1987, This means that
Zifts to the 914t organization are income fax dedactible,
a2 was the ecasc with the 91st Bomb Group Memorial
Ammociution of a few vears agn.

G. The group decided that membership dues would be
conttnued gt 23 annually, Members failing to pay dues
will be dropped from matling lists.

ke

What Can | Do To Help!?

Over and over this guestion popE up—in hundreds of
letters from newly-contacted ex-%lst-srs, from the grow-
mg number of fighrs, and especially from those rl'.e-l;'Ling
at Memphis. Realizing that a small handful have worked
ntght and day to 'get the show on the road,”” wost want
ro contribate [owmriaj'lul]risn_ing group, But—what can |
do o help?

Several things every member can do are: (1) Pay the
%3 annual dues promptly and resularly Correspondence,
newsletiers,  convention planning, contacting ''lost”
e mhars momey, and 1f membership dues laven'|
strerched Uar enough, headoguartors members have paid
the deficits from their own pockets, (Additional donations
excesdingly welcome!), {2 Make sure all your former 9151
buddiss know of owr organization and join' Send all ad-
dresses you have to headguarlers, (3) Orzanize regional
tlishts and take part in local Rally Rounds. (4) Let us
know what Blst historcal information you have. [5) Begin
planning now for nexl vear’s reunion!

(s
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Maj. Gen. Stanley T. Wray welcomes members al the
Wednesday reunton luncheon, Mavor William LB Ingram,
a4 WWIL fighter pilot, also weleomed 91st-ers to Memphis
and presented Gen, Wray with the kevs 1o the eiry. In g
larter acrion Mayor Ingram sent certificates of Memphis
cibizenship o reunion replstrants,

E

S

gt S

Shown above are, first row, 1. 1o o, Mes. Paul (Naney)

Cleyst. Mrs, Reobert (Trudy) Gerstemeier, Mrs. Stanley T.
tEsther Wray?, Mrz, John (Chuog Ouky Parsons,

Second row: Joseph Camellers, Pag? Cheyst, Gen. Wray,

andd

Ceorge Parks,

Our thanks to...Maj, Paul W, Flournoy and Joseph [
Gagliano, our Memphiz men on Lthe spot, who made arranze-
ments, looked after details, and otherwise ran themselves
cigged to make smooth our Memphis visil.
W

And to the Ladies ..., .the wives of BEeuoion Committse
memders who worked Long and bacd before and duning the
reunton dr the endless johs that acocompany any such evend,

ek

Membership Roster Under Way

A complete roster of all 91zt memhers currently of file,
both East and West Coast Divisions, 15 under way, and
copies will be made available as 2000 23 compilation wnd
printing can be completed.

Who has them? . ..'We're rryving 1o por copies of (he sgud-
ron tnsignia for our historie files and for publication use.
Who haz coples we can horrow and copy? 1f vou Tiave one
in top condition drop & card 1o the editor ... Also, if vou
have a copy of your squadron orders listing plane numbers
and erew members for the migration eht from Newfounds
lapd ro the BETO, pass oo o copy. The 322 sqdn, orders
iwrer o1 hand, thanks 1o Steve Lindley.

Stuadron photographs made al the reunion will bhe
printed in the January izsue of The DIregular. Lack of
rime ot the re-dedicdation esremonies did oot parmin
Wearificarion of all members in cach group, but we ex-
peet to have completed e Lask by the next issuc,

Now is the time to plan for next vear's reunion.
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Here members are getting a first hand look ar one of
the liasl surviving Fortresses of WWIL Parsnts and child-

Flight Leaders Named

Local flight leaders to elp locate former 91 st members
and o ocomuer grea Rally Rounds have been namedin
many sections of the countey, bl more are oeeded. 1
yiril wres williog to serve your args, contact vourd

chairmer.

ivisiopal

The current Might leaders are!
Douglas Gihsen, 2740 Knoxville, Leng Beach, Caldf.
ANE1G (Los Angelss arsal,

Jerry T Newrquizt, 5624 B6ch 5.W., Seartle, Wash,
98115,

David Calvers, 10900 W, 28pd Ave.. Denver, Colo.
an21a.

CMS Ken Jones, 115 Laneley Dr., Waco, Texas 787035,
John Irak, 8378 Lincoln 5t,, Gary. Tndiana 16408
JLC a0l PO Box 950, Taspor, Alabami 35501,

George Zocen, 2457 Allender Awve., Pittsburch, Pa
15216:
Col, Jobn B Parsons, 1500 Connecticn Ave., NUW.

Washington, [0, 20004,

Wilired I', Conplon, 1570 Main Strect, Springficld, Mass,
NL1ns,

Robert P. Hare 1, Duvtona, Florda,

ren alise had oo ball elimbiog over, atound, and throgeh

the plane "like Daddy used tofle,™

Royal Order of the Rigid Digit...

The data form f1lled our by those attending the Mem-
Phis reunion asked about membership in the Ligad Digir
fellowship. For a great many, rhis was the first they had
heard about a former 915t lnstizution that was both unigue
and noteworthy, Founded in the very dark days of 1942 by
{then] Col. Stanley T. Wray to add a little humor to a
decidedly unfunny existence, the Roval Order of the Kigidd
Thgit gave recognition with pomp and cirewnstanoe o
those persons (chiefly pilors) who pulled some really
roviel oot in the performance of their duties. A magnifi-

cent mahopany-mounted silver plague, Irom Tohn Buell

Silversmiths, showing & clenched fist with muddle finger
srect dnd carying the motto " You've had 11, Chum'™ was

ceremoniounsly presented before assemnlaed fellow ofticers,
A small replicd on a blue ribbon was worn around the
neck until the recipient had worked off his " sin'”

Ficsi to e so honored was g piled who greased an
A-20 onto Lhe runway in a perfect landing, only to pull
up the landing goar instead of the flaps.

kb

Paid your dues vet? Don't make vour huddies carry you.
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1967 Memphis Reunion Roster

From every corner ‘of ne country ex-91st-ers tolled o for
e
£ 1 Zueen) had 4 grest time,

Ehth anmversary reanion, and evervhody from A CADE) o

[ we missed your Camily or sguadron oumbet i was heciuse
vou missed our membership data form. o thie next issee of the
Irmegular we plan to include date forms o be filled out by
ihase whe didn"t complete them 2L the feunson.

Bab AbL (323

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Allen (401

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Amber & family (401
Col. Thomas E. Ashinhurst (401)

Mro & Mrs, Michelas Bankowsky

Mi. & Mrs, Edwin L, Baxlev (388,

[onatd Beal

Ralph I Bell (4013

Col, Geoarge Bindsong (325

Mr., & Hres. John O, Bashop & family (383)
Mr. & Mres. James B Black & family (323)
Mr, & Mrs, Eenneth L. Blackburm 1323
John Blackowiak

Mr. & Mrs. Gersld A, Blaisure

Mr. & Mra. David Gramble

Mr. & Mrs, Alton L. Brown & family (41)
Mr. & Mrs. Ariold W, Broun & fanmaly (322}
Mr. & Mrs. Henoeth . Breckenridge (882 MP)

Lk
£
EiE ]
T
5 oiE g
R
BE
LE
i

One of the most popular spots at the reunion was the
tophy room, flled with photographs, scrapbooks, and
mementoss of Bassiogbourne davs. Here o croup looks

L. G Bull {322}
Williwm F. Burke (182

Mr. & Mrs, Kermit Burman 1301y

Mr. & Mrs. Panl G, Buenett & family (322
John L. Butsler {932 M

Mr, & Mrs, David E. Calvert {529

Mo & M5, Joseph A Camelleri & tamily (3283
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crmpliell & family (2223

Mro & Mra, James F, Carden

Mr. & Mrs, Wo 5. Carpenter & Lamily (3240

Mr. & Mrs. Paol Chrest & famaly 7401

Shan Clayton

R. E- Clement, Jr, (401

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Cliburn {324}

Mr. @& Mrs. Ford O, Cowherd & family (323
Mr. d& Mrs. James F. Daley

Ll Cal. & Mrs, Clyde E. DeBaun (324}

Pelor Delo

LA Dicksan

YVernon L. Dion i401)

Mr. & Mrs. Everatt Dodd

Tobert Nocey

Mr. & Mra, Phil R, Do (4018

Mr. & Mra, Wilbur OO Dupmler {3228

Mr. & Mrs. Howard M. Dunham (323

Ferrell Evans

{ continued oo page 7))

----------------

over o bib of the collection while eojoving colfes and
BwW i,

s Ak Akm gy
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( continued from page &3

1967 Reunion Roster

Jobn AL Evans (323
John A, Fealrheller (322
layton Fetrce
Mr. d Mrs. Paul W. Floumoy, Jr. & family (3232)
Robert E, Foster
Mr. & Mrs: Joo Franke {323
Me. & Mrs. Jack P. Galfpey & Family {401
Joseph 5, Gagliane {322)
Me. & Mra, Bober E. Gerstomeior & Family
Mr. & Mrs, Joseph M, Glambrone & lamily
Mre. & Mrz, Douglas G, Gihson (4010
Anvan A, Gordon {1st 3T, COMP.)
Walter E. Grabinskl (401}
Col, Thomas-H, Guen (324-401)
Mr. & Mres. Llovd Guyek & family (324)
Otiver J. Hackwilh (328
Mz, & Mrs, Johin T. Herdin & family (3223
Moo & Mrs. Edward Haller
Toe Harhiek (324,
James A, Harrison (322)
Mr. & Mrs. Jonon A, Hassler (401)
Marshall B. Haugen (322
Gayvlord Henrvson (3223
Witliam A. Hester (323)
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F, Higgens
Whitmel W, Hill, JTr. 5325
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hebser
Caol, Robert Hoffman (323
SME Lonis B, Hollapd, wife & family (401
James H. Hopkins
Harsy . Hovermill (401
Me. & Mrs, Robero Iiams
Mr, & Mrs, John Irak {3401
Mro & Mrs. Rex Jacobs & family (401
Me. & Mra, East 1L Johnson (405
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Jdones & Fumily (401

Mr.oo& Mrsc Ravmond B, Jenes & Fomily (4010
Coly & Mrs, FPrank 5. Hamykowski (322 & 141 SIn

Mr. & Mrs, James H. Knaub

Harges Knight & ddughter {401

Mro & Mrs. Bober Lackey & famly (3832
James V. LaGrossa (424

Rudy Lehmen

Mr. & Mrs. Bteve Lindley, Jr. 13322)
Milks Tondon (982 M

Nro & Mress Howell B Loper (323)

Arthir Macloemors

b, & Mes, Llovd 1. Mihan (323)
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Manzaro ¢
Mro & Mrs. Albert Mareus (4013

Me, & Mrs, Donald P, Marks & Tamuly (4010
Crerald B, Massie (359

Mr. & Mrao Bobert Lo MeGlesky (962 MP)

Mr. & Mrs, Rickard W. McCoy

Wilttam G, T, MeCres (332

Puaul G. McDuafiee (4010

Robert K. Morgan (324)

Mr. & Mres. Rudy Morect) (3243

W. B. Middieten {Hedyts.)

Me. & Mrs, Edwin Lo Miller (401)

Me. & Mrs, Harold Mitchamore (323

Mro & Mrs, John H. Mitehell & [amily (322)
Mr. & Mrs, Terman Moser

Mr.o & Mrs. Wivnie Mail

W. Rerse Mullins (325

Mr. & Mrs, George Ho Odenwaller (325

Mr. & Mrs. Osear 0'Feil

Willtam Page

MASgr, George W, Parks

Lo, Col. & Mrs. John R, Parsons, Jr. (322-401)
Ed Peacock 322

Allred H. Peters (2013

RHandall Petersan (323

Mutt G, Petters (4013

G, Preree

Mr, & Mrs. Hoebert E. Pnllen

Curtrs Pyrah (324

Mr. & Mrs, William [, Runtz

Mr. & Mrs, Edward B. Reppel Jr. (323

Me & Mrso Willam A, Reynnlds (383

E. C. Richardson (224)

Mr, & Mrs, Arthur E. Roper

M, & Mrs, Mathan Roberts (Hdges)

Joe Roge

Mr.o & Mrs, Joe Samson

Mrode Mr=, Willis Q) Sehally (385

Mz, & Mrs. Maorris 1. Shapiro (324)

Evelvyn Ritscher

Thomas Shirp

Mr. & Mrs. Sesmeur Stnpson & emily 329
Howard E. Sisk (325

Sam M. Slaon (323

Mr. & Mrs, Rohert ©, Sponsel (383
George Stuts

Plullip B. Tayvlor (323)

Mis, Donald Tegloer

Alhert . Tueker (401}

Mrofe Mrs, Toseph Weinstovk (824

Mo & Mrs, L, By Wheeler & tamily (Hdgral)
M, & Mra. Ceerl E. Williams & family (324
Mr. & Mrs, G B 211 Winehell, Tro & family (324)
MaAF Gen, Erbon W, Wise (1dois.

Mr. & Mrs. Noarman Wittman

Ma]. Gen.ode Mes: Stanles T, Weay (Hidgrs.)
Moo & Mra. O ML Yansom (324-Hgis,)

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Yocuis (382)

Thomis ¥oung

Joho Venturg

Gearpe Zuoeo 42y

New Jersey Rally Round

A Mew Jorsey Rully Round is scheduled for Ooean
City, MN.J., Saturday, Ocr. 28, Info Ivers huave beon
miiled to regional members, Tt if vou were overlooked
contact Robert E. Gersremeier, Kerr Road, RIDO#1,
Lansdale, Pa, 1944/
Let us know..,wha! historical dara, storics, picoures,
articles, ere, you have conceornine the Alst, We need pa-
terial for our files and publications,

Oakland Rally Round

A Rally Round for 9lst-srs in rhe Crakland, Calif.
aredl has been zer for Sarurday, Nov, 4, Those peeding
details contact Phillip R. Taylor, 3030 Alta 'L’Jstuh,
Calif,, 94701,

WEE

Photographs on pege 2, 5, 7, were taken by Gerald
Massie, former 91sr photographer, now assistant director
of the Mizssmrt Division of Commerce and [ndustril De-
velopment. Photos on page 4 and 8 were taken by Joe
Harlick, now with Boeing Alrerafr,
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